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LETTEft.  FROM  ALEXANDER  WYNCH,  ESQUIRE,  LATE 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE  COUNCIL  AND  GOVERNOR  OF 
FORT  SAINT  GEORGE. 


To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Prejident   and  Go*  > 

vemory    and  the   reft  of  the  Council. 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

I  WAS  duly  informed  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefide&t,  that  the 
Governor-General  and  Council  of  Fort  William  had  given  orders  ta 
Captain  Prefton  to  call  here  with  the  Hillfborough,  to  afford  me  an  Qppor- 
tunity  of  going  to  England.  I  have  the  fulleft  (enfe  of  the  polite  attention 
which  the  Governor-General  and  Council  have  ftiewn  to  me  on  this  oc- 
cafion  \  but  being  acquainted,  in  a  letter  from  Captain  Prelton  himfclf,  that 
he  had  already  difpofed  of  his  great  cabbin,  and  finding  that*  I  coqld  have  a 
convenient  accGnqpi^dation  on  the  Ankerw.yke,  I  have  therefore  taken  my 
paflage  with  Captain  Barwell. 

By  the  Coventry  frigate,  which  arrived  here  fix  weeks  befytf  the  difpatch 
of  the  Nottingham,  I  received  advice  that  the  Court  of  Directors  had  been 
pleafed  to  remove  me  from  the.  Company's  fcrvice.  The  injury  that  I  felt 
I  had  fuftained  at  firft  prompted  me  to  refign  it  immediately,  and  embrace 
that  opportunity  of  returning  home  \  but  on  a  little  more  re/ledion,  I  deter- 
mined to  wait  their  orders,  and  deliver  up  the  Government  to  whoever  fhould 
be  appointed  to  receive  it  frcm  me,  I  thought  it#wasaduty  I  ftill  owed 
to  the  Company,  notwithftanding  what  had  been  done  to  me  by  the  Court 
of  Directors  •,  and  being  fully  confident  in  the  uprightnefs  of  my  intentions, 
I  thought  it  wasaduty  I  owed  to  my  character  in  the  world,  and  to  the 
fatisfaftion  of  my  friends  and  my  children. 

TKe  only  inftance  of  my  conduft  that  the  Court  of  Directors  have 
pointed  out  as  reprehenfible,  is  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  laft 
expedition  agiinft  Tanjore-,  it  would  however,  in  my  opinion,  have  been 
but  well  in  them  to  have  recollected,  that  it  was  a  meafure  of  the  Govern* 
orient  here^  nofof  rte»Governor  alone. 
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The  fubjedt  of  that  expedition  was  firft  confidered  in  the  SeleA  Com- 
mittee, where  all  the  members  were  prefent;  it  was  unanimoufly  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  to  the  Council,  and  there  alfo  it  was  refolved 
on  without  one  diflenting  voice.  A  very  (hort  and  fimple  inveftigatioa  of 
the  Company's  records  wiH  prove,  I  think,  to  the  entire  convidtion  of 
everyone  who  may  be  candid  and  impartial  enough  to  be  open  to  convic- 
tion, that  the  Select  Committee  and  Council  could  not  have  done  otherwife 
than  they  did. 

In  1769  the  Court  of  Dire&ors  <  thought  proper  to  appoint  a  Seleft 
Committee,  and  did  me  the  honour  to  nominate  me  one  of  the  members. 

In  their  letter  of  the  17th  March  of  that  year  they  write  as  follows  : 

■ 

Par.  7.  <(  It  appears  mod  unreafonable  that  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  (hould 
"  hold  pofleflion  of  the  mod  fruitful  .part  of  the  country,  which  can  alone 
Ci  fupplv  our  armies  with  fubfidence*.  and  not  contribute  to  the  defence  of 
•*  the  Carnatic.  We  obferve  the  Nabob  makes  very  earned  reprefenta- 
tions  to  you  on  this  fubjedt  in  his  letter  entered  in  the  country  corres- 
pondence, wherein  betakes  notice,  that  the  Zemindars  of  the  Carnatic 
"•  have  been  fupported,  and  their  countries  preferved  to  them*  by  the  ope* 
"  rations  of  our  forces  employed  in  his  caufe ;  and  that  nothing  was  more 
M  notorious,  than  that  three  former  princes  of  the  Carnatic  had  received 
**  from  the  Tanjorr  Rajah,  feventy,  eighty,  nay  even  an  hundred  Lacks  of 
"  Rupees  at  a  time-,  that  to  the  preceding  Nizam  he  Bad  paid  acontribu- 
u  tion  of  fifty  Lacks  y  and  the  prefent,  if  he  had  met  with  fuccefs  again  ft 
"  our  army,  would  not  have  been  content  with  lefs  than  a  Crore  of  Rupees 
•*  fronvthis  Rtjafr.  How  jud  rhen  does  it  appear  that  he  ffiould  be  maJc 
**  to  bear  fome  part  of  the  expenfe  of  thofe  meafures,  to  which  he  owes  his 
<l  fecurity  and  the  peace  of- his  country  ?  We  therefore  enjoin  you  to  give 
*4  the  Nabob  fuch  fupport  in  his  pretenfions  on  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  as 
u  may  be  effe8ual\  and  if  the  Rajah  refufes  to  contribute  a  juft  propor- 
€*  tion*  to  the  expenfes  of  the  war,  you  are  then  to  purfue  fuch  meafures 
"  as  the  N^  bob  may  think  confident  with  the  juft  ice  and  dignity  of  his 
*c  Government."  \ 

In  1771  the  Nabob  made  application  to*  Mr.  Du  Pre  and  the  Council 
to  affid  him  With  the  Company's  troops  a  gain  ft  the  Rajah,  for  various  rea- 
sons, which  are  fet  forth  in  the  records  of  that  time;  and  he  was  drongly. 
fupported  in  this  demand  by  His:  MajedyV  Plenipotentiary  in  feidia,  Sir 
John  Liodfay.  The  Preiklem:  and  Council,  afte*  a  good  deal  of  corref* 
pondence  upon  it  with  the  Nabob  and  Plenipotentiary*  complied  with  the- 
Nabob's  defirc,  and  iffued  orders  for  the  army  to  march  againd  the  Rajah* 
The  Nabobs  elded*  fon,  Umdut  uJ  Omrah,  accompaoiqfl  it.     He  was  fur- 

f  By  *  letter  dated  zyi.  Marcht  1770,  the  Court  of  Dire&ors  fuipended  the  execution  of- 
tjfc  i#ove  orders,  .as  *•  utter  y  iroppffiblc  to  he  carried  into  execution,  without  committing  &. 
**  brack  of .  treaty*' ' 

n'ifhed 
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nifhed  with  powers  from  his  father,  either  to  proceed  to  the  final  redu&ion 
of  the  Rajah,  or  treat  and  make  peace  with  him,  as  he  fhould  find  "mod  ex- 
pedient ;  and  General  Smith-had  orders  to  profecute  or  fufpend  the  war  as 
the  young  Nabob  (hould  recommend.  It  was  refolved,  both  in  the  Selett 
Committee  and  Council,  that  in  cafe  the  fore  and  country  of  Tanjore  were 
reduced,  they  (hould  be  left  in  the  Nabob's  hands.§.  The  fort  was  inverted, 
a  breach  was  made  in  the  wall,  and  the  troops  were  on  the  point  of  making 
the  aflault,  when  Umdut  ul  Omrah,  in  confideration  of  a  large  fum  of 
money  offered  by  the  Rajah,  came  to  an  accommodation  with  him.  The 
Seleft  Committee,  in  their  letter  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  dated  28th 
February,  1772,  ftated  very  fully  to  them  the  difficulties  and  embarrafl* 
ments  they  had  found  themfeives  under,,  while  deliberating  oa  this  fubjedt, 
from  what,  on  one  hand*  teemed  to  them  to  be  the  part  the  Company 
tught  to  take,  and  on  the  other,  what  appeared  to  be  the  fpirit  and  inten- 
tion of  their  orders,,  added  to*  the  requisitions*  of  the  Nabobr>  fupported 
with  all  the  arguments  that  could  be  urged  by  the  Plenipotentiary ;  they 
pointed  out  the  danger  of  leaving  the  RajaJ^  in  pofieflion  of;  all  his  power, 
difgufted  as  he  then  was,  and  in  the  precarious  fituation  be  then  flood,  .by, 
being  continually  liable  to  frefh  attacks  from  the  Nabob;;  they  repre- 
fented  the  probability  of  mifunderftandings  foon  arifing  again  between 
them,  wherein  the  Governor  and  Council  would  again  be  conftrained  to  aft  ^ 
and  they  requefted  to  be  furniihed  as  foon. as  poffible  with  fuch  dire  A  and 
clear  inftru&ions^as  (hould  not  leave  any,  doubt,  what  they  were  to  do* 

In  April  1773  a  letter  from  his  MajcftytotBe  Nabob  f  was  prefen ted    tvf<fc- 
to  him  by  Sir  Robert  Harland,  whenrin  his  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  exprefs     Enclofiw* 
his  fatisfa&ion  at  hearing  the  Prefident  and  Council  bad  fent  the  Company '$ 
troops  to  afliftthe  Nabob  in  reducing  the  Rajah  to  obedience.. 

Early  in  June   1773  the  Seleft  Committee  received  a «  letter  from  Mh- 
Moftyn,  the  Company's  Refident  at  Boonah,  advifing  them  that  the  Tan*, 
jore  Vac  keel  them,  a  perfon  well  known  to  be  fuch,  had  applied  in  the 
name  of  the  Rajah  for  leave  to  raife  ten  thoufand*hcirfe,  which  he  fakLwere 
to  be  employed  by  him  againft  the  Nabob  Mahomed  Ally. %.. 


t;Vide* 

Enciotate. 


In  the  lame  month  the  Nabob  reprefen ted,  that  the  Rajah  had  net  per- 
formed his  engagements  with  him ;  that  he  was  ten  Lacks  of  Rupees  ii> 
arrears;  that  he  had.  intelligence  of  his  having  applied  to  the Maratta* 
and  Hyder  Ally  for  troop&to  a£tagainft  him  ;~  that  he  had.  encouraged  the 
Collenes  to  plunder  and  lay.wafte  fome^arts  of  the  Carnatic,;.  that  he 
bad  entered  into  dangerous  connexions- with  th&  Dutch,,  to  whom  and  the - 
Danes  he  had  alienated  fome  diftrids.  in  the  Tanjore  country,  That  oa  his- 
(xhe  Nabob's)  waiting  to  the  General,  of  Bataviar  complaining  that  the. 
gentlemen  at  NegapatnamJiadaflHlecLthc  Rajah.during  the  late  expedition* 

againtbi" 
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againft  him,  the  General  wrote  to  him  in  reply,  that  thofe  gentlemen  had 
done  no  more  than  they  were  bound  to  do  by  their  engagements  with  the 
Rajah,  and  that  in  conforming  to  them  they  had  done  right.  The  Nabob, 
for  all  thefc  reafons,  called  upon  and  required  the  Governor  and  Council 
to  a  (Tift  him  with  the  Company's  troops  to  reduce  the  Rajah,  and  ac- 
quainted them  that  it  was  indifpenfably  requifue  they  ihould  do  fo,  not 
only  to  enable  him  to  obtain  his  revenue,  but  for  the  iccurity  of  his  pof- 
fcflions. 

The  President  and  Council  had  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  con- 
nexion which  the  Nabob  alledged  to  fubfift  between  the  Rajah  and  the 
Dutch  was  no  more  than  true*,  that  he  had  made  over  fome  di  ft  rifts  to 
them  was  certain  :  the  Nabob  affirmed  that  he  was  greatly  in  arrears  to 
him,  and  that  he  had  inftigated  the  Colleries  to  ravage  his  country.  Allow- 
ing that  his  application  to  the  Marattas  and  Hyder  Ally  were  not  likely 
to  prove  efficacious,  or  even  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  he  had  fcrioufly 
made  fuch,  ftill  his  affiduity  in-flrengthening  Tanjore,  in  purchafing  war- 
like ftores,  anchentertaining  European  foreigners  in  his  fervioe,  Teemed 
to  portend  a  hoftile  intention.  The  Prefident  and  Council  had  before 
them  the  orders  of  the  17  th  March,  1769 ;  the  example  of  Mr.  Du  Pre  and 
the  Council  on  the  late  expedition  ;  the  arguments  then  ufed,  both  by  the 
then  Prefident  and  Council  and  Plempotentary ;  his  Majefty's  approba- 
tion of  that  meafure,  exprefled  in  his  letter-to  the  Nabob  of  the  7th  April, 
1772;  and  by  the  Court  of  Direftors  not  having  replied  to  the  letter  from 
the  Seleft  Committee  of  the  2 2d  February,  1772,  it  might  furcly  be  in- 
ferred, that  they  had  approved  alfo.-^The  Prefident  and  Council  therefore, 
after  having  ufed  every  poffible  means  for  obtaining  further  information, 
and  after,  having  very  maturely  refleftcd,  thought  themfelves  under  the 
necefiity  of  again  complying  with  what  the  Nabob  required,  and  of  adher- 
ing to  the  former  resolutions  of  the  Seleft  Committee  and  Council,  ref- 
pefting  the  fort  and  country,  in  cafe  they  Ihould  be  cqifquered.  But  fo 
far  from  this  latter  part  being  a  matter  of  choice  with  nit,  the^Company's 
records  will  (hew  that  I  have  ever  ufed  my  utrrrift  efforts  to  reftrain  the 
Nabob  in  all  his  attempts >to  incrcafc  of  power  and  independency,  being 
convinced  that  they  were  incompatible  with  the  intereft  and  fecurity  of  the 
Company. — My  fentiments  and  endeavours  on  that  iubjeft  have,  though 
very  contrary  to  my  inclinations,  engaged  me  in  difagreeable  controverfies 
with  fome  of  the  other  members  of  the  Council,  who  were  of  opinion  that 
this  Government  had  no  right  or  authority  to  interfere. 

From  the  nature  and  matter  of  this  addrefs,  your  Lordlhip,  &c.  will  be 
fenfible  how  unpleafant  it  has  been  to  mc  •,  it  mu(t  doubtlefs  have  proved 
tirelome  16  you,  but  I  hope  you  will  forgive  me  for  it ;  I  have  continued  it 
jncrely  tojultify  and  explain  -that  part  t>f -my  condudl  which  the  Court  of 

Direftors 
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Dircdors  have  condemned.  There  are  other  parts  I  could  point  out,  par- 
ticularly the  very  great  increafe  of  the  in vcft inept,  and  having  obtained 
fecuriry  and  payment  of  the  whole  of  the  Nabob's  debt  to  the  Com- 
pany, which  I  flatter  myfelf  would  claim  their  approbation ;  but  in  chefe  I 
Eretend  to  no  further  merit  than  in  that  part  they  have  difapprovcd  j  in 
oth  I  meant  to  dtfcharge  my  duty. 

The  attachment  I  have  to  the  Company,  of  which  I  never  can  diveft 
myfelf,  and  the  particular  i  mere  ft  I  take  in  the  profperity  of  their  affairs 
under  this  Settlement,  make  me  feel  infinite  fatisfa&ion  in  the  choice  they 
have  made  of  their  Prefident  in  thefe  delicate  and  critical  times.  Be  afjured 
that  your  Lordfhip,  &c.  have  my  warmeft  wifhes  for  your  having  unin- 
terrupted harmony  in  your  Councils  and  fuqcefs  abroad,  being  with  much 
regard  and  eftecm, 

9 
m 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 
Fort  St.  George,  Your  moft  obedient 

7th  February,  1776.  and  very  humble  fervant, 

Alexander  Wynch.  * 


ENCLOSURE,    No,L 
Extrafffrcm  the  Proceedings  oftlie  SeleSt  Committee^  lOthAuguft,  1771. 

WE  are  therefore  further  of  opinion,  that  of  two  evils  we  ought  to 
chute  the  lead)  and  that  it  is  lefs  dangerous  to  let  the  conqueft,  if 
any  be  made,  pafs  of  courfe  into  thcNaboVs  hands  and  pofieffion,  than  that 
the  Rajah  fhould  be  left  diflacisfied,  as  he  moft  certainly  will  be,  and  with 
power  to  become  dangerous,  which,  as  aforefaid,  we  think  muft  be  the 
confequence  of  any  compromife  made  by  the  Nabob  under  the  influence 
of  his  fears  and  jealoufies. 

In  delivering  this  opinion,  we  do  not  forget  the  opinion  we  gave  in  our 
addrefs  to  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors,  under  date  the  31ft  Janu- 
ary, 1770,  paragraph;  4  J  we  remain  fully  and  clearly  of  the  fam£  opinion } 
neither  do  we  fee  caufe  to  change  in  one  tittle  the  opinions  we  have  ex- 
prclfed  in  our  former  minutes,  particularly  thofe  of  the  9th  July,  of  th6 

C  propriety 
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propriety  of  keeping  die  fort  of  Tanjore  in  our  own  hands  ihould  it  be 
taken.  We  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  we  ought  not  to  yield  the  point 
to  the  Nabob,  if  greater  apparent  dangers  were  not  incurred  by  refuting  it  j 
but  as  we  think  a  prefent  acquiefcence  with  the  Nabob's  propofitkm  the 
ltaft  of  the  dangers  which  furround  us,  though  it  leads  to  danger,  lb  we 
are  of  opinion  it  ought  now  to  be  complied  with  as  an  aft  of  political 
necefiity. 

We  deliver  It  further  as  our  opinion,  that  although  it  leads  to  danger, 
it  is  not  immediately  dangerous*  for  there  is  no  doubt,  that  while  we  have 
garrifons  in  the  principal  forts  of  the  Carnatic,  and  have  on  foot  fuch  a 
military  eftablimment  as  the  prefent,  we  may  with  great  cafe  control  the 
Nabob,  fliould  it  be  neccflary,  and  Jbould  w  be  authorized  to  do  fo  ;  at 
prefent  we  have  no  authority  to  control  him.  It  is  not  neceflary  here 
again  to  date  the  fenfe  of  the  Court  of  Directors  on  the  fubjedt,  or  the  fpirit 
of  the  imniftry*  or  to  fay  any  thing  more  of  the  nth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Paris,  hung  over  our  heads  in  terrorcm*  we  have  been  Sufficiently  explicit 
in  former  minutes,  particularly  thofe  of  the  29th  July,  with  extracts  an- 
nexed as  pieces  jujtifkttiw^  if  we  may  be  permitted  to  ufe  the  French 
phrafe.  The  ftate  of  affairs  here  will  be  clearly  before  our  Superiors  at 
home*  they  will  alfo  have  our  opinion  of  what  may  be  expeded  as  natural 
confequences  of  incrcafing  the  Nabob's  power.  If  they  and.  the  miniftry 
ihould  continue  of  opinion, that  the  Nabob's  fidelity  and  attachment  is  fuch, 
that  the  increafe  of  his  power  is  the  fame  as  an  increafe  of  the  Britifh  power 
on  the  Coaft*  the  refolution  of  leaving  the  whole  conquefts,  if  any  be  made, 
in  his  hands  muft  be  approved,  and  we  (hall  only  be  liable  to  cenfure  for 
having  doubted  of  the  propriety  of  doing  fo.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  Ihould 
be  thought  that  fuch  an  increafe  of  power  in  the  Nabob  may  become  dan* 
erous,  tne  remedy  is  at  home,  and  there  only-,  and  legal  orders  to  the 
trrtifh  delegates  of  the  national  power  oh  the  Coaft  may  model  and  re- 
urain  it  within  fuch  bounds  as  lhall  be  thought  fit. 

Extr off  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  SekS  Commit tee ,  10M  Augufi^  1771. 

That  we  ought  not  to  receive  that,  or  any  other  fum,  or  any  eonfideration 
of  what  kind  foever,  by  way  of  compenfation,  compact,  or  agreement,  for 
reflgningto  him  the  faid  conquefts,  ihould  they  be  made,  becaufe  we  mean 
to  leave  the  Company  at  fuU  liberty  to  make  what  arrangements  they 
lhall  think  beft  in  thefe  refpefts  •,  but  if  we  were  to  receive  any  con- 
siderations for  refigning  the  conqueft,  the  public  faith  muft  be  pledged  for 
the  performance  of  the  agrcement,and  thcCompany  could  not  deviate  there- 
Jfcom,without  an  apparent  and  dangerous  breach  of  that  faith.  We  arc  there- 
fore 
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fere  of  opiniotSthat  if  it  be  neeefbry  to  take  the  fort  and  country  ofTanjore, 
that  the  Nabob  be  tacitly  left  in  poffcffion  of  the  whole,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  has  been  before  done,  when  Worriarpollam,  Arialoor,  and  other  Poly- 
gars,  were  reduced,  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  and  without  any  declaration  rcf- 
pefting  the  fame  *  and  that  if  the  Nabob  (hall  think  proper  to  give  the 
Company  ten  Lacks  of  Pagodas,  or  any  other  turn,  as  a  voluntary  gift  for 
their  friendly  aid,  it  be  received,  fubjeft  to  the  future  pleafure  of  the  Court 
of  Directors. 

ExtraS  from  the  Confutation  in  th*  Military  Department,  i$tb  Auguft,  1771. 

The  Scleft  Committee  communicate  to  the  Board  the  fubftance  of  the 
conference  between  the  Nabob  and  the  Prefident,  as  recited  in  their  minutes 
of  the  10th  inftant,  on  the  fubjeft  of  fuffering  the  fort  and  country  of 
Tanjore  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Nabob,  in  cafe  they  fliould  be  redu- 
ced, together  with  the  reafons  which  induced  the  Committee  to  think  it 
expedient  to  comply  with  the  Nabob's  requifuion  in  this  inftancc,  and  with 
which  the  Board  acquiefce. 

ENCLOSURE,    No.  II. 

GEO  RG  E  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Great-Britain*  Franc* 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Cbrifiian  Faith*  Duke  ofBrunfwici  and  Lunenburgb, 
Arcb-Treafurcr  andPrinceEleSor  of  the  Hofy  Roman  Empire \  and  Sovereign  of  the 
Seas,  13 c. 

to  Nabob  Waulaqob,  Ummeer  Ul  Hind,  Omdet  'Ul  M*&,  Seraph  Dow- 
lab  *  Anver  Ul  Deo  Khan  Bebauder,  Munfoor  Jung,  Sepoy  Sardar,  Nabob  of  Arcot 
and  the  Carnatic* 

We  received  with  pleafure  your  letter,  in  which  you  exprefs  to  us  your 
gratitude  for  the  additional  naval  force  which  we  have  fent  for  your  (ecu- 
rity,  as  well  as  that  of  our  Eaft- India  Company,  and  your  confidence  that 
we  fl*all  tread  in  the  ftepsof  our  royal  Grandfather,  by  granting  our  protec- 
tion to  you  and  your  family.  We  have  given  our  Commander  in  Chief  and 
Plenipotentiary,  Sir  Robert  HarUnd,  our  inftruftioas  for  that  purpofe,  and 
we  flatter  ourfelves  that  he  will  reconcile  the  differences  which  have  arifen 
between  you  and  the  Company's  fervants  agaioft  your  mutual  intereft.  It 
gave  us  fatitfa&ion  to  bear  that  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Madrafs  had 
fent  the  Company's  troops  with  your's  to  reduce  your  tributary,  the  Rajah 
of  Tanjore,  to  obedience,  in  which  we  hope,  by  the  blefling  of  God,  they 
will  be  fucccfsful;  and  fo  we  bid  you  farewell,  wifhing  health  and  profperity 
to  you  and  your  family.    Given  at  our  Court  aft  St.  James's,  the  feventh 

day 
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troops  of  this 
garnfon  aflif- 
ted  on  the  oc- 
casion, as  the 
MilitaryCon- 
faltation  of 
thatdayfhews. 


(  via.  ) 

day  of  April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-two,  in  the  twelfth 
year  of  our  reign. 

Your  affe&ionate  Friend, 

GEORGE  R. 


ENCLOSURE,  No,  III. 

ExtraS  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Moftyn,  the  Company's  Refident  at  Pocnah,  dated 

i^bMaj,  1773. 

I  had  the  honour  of  your  commands  of  the  3d  ultimo  the  27th  follow- 
ing ;  and  this  is  purpofeiy  to  advife  you,  that  fome  days  ago,  a  Gofamie, 
by  name  Mohimgeer  (who  has  been  here  fome  time)  applied  to  this 
Durbar,  asVackeel  from  the  king  of  Tanjore,  for  leave  to  raife  ten  thoufand 
horfe  for  the  fervice  of  his  matter,  and  which  he  made  no  fecret  were  to 
be  employed  again  ft  Mahomed  AllyCawn.  He  at  firft,  by  means  of  prefents 
to  fome  of  the  minifters,  had  a  promife  of  leave,  of  which  I  adviied  my 
fuperiors  at  Bombay,  under  date  the  6th;  but  fince  the  Dewan  has  ftarted 
objections,  and  I  believe  he  will  not  fucceed;  though  was  he  to  obtain  per* 
million,  he  would  find  it  very  difficult  to  raife  men,  as  the  Durbar  are  en- 
lifting  people  as  faft  as  j>oflible  for  themfelves.  Should  he  hereafter  pro- 
cure leave,  and  any  probability  of  his  getting  the  troops,  I  will  not  fail  to 
'  advifeyour  Honour,  &c. 


Extras  of  Letter  from  the  Selett  Committee  at  Fort  St.  George,  dated  3  \ft 

January  1  ij}o. 

Par.  4.  The  ftipulative  tribute  paid  by  Tanjore  to  the  Carnatic,  in 
peace  as  well  as  in  war,  lhould  we  think  be  confidered  only  as  an  acknow- 
ledgement of  Aiperiority«  What  quota  of  troops  or  rreafure  fhould  be 
furniflied  in  time  of  war  we  cannot  ascertain  either  by  ufage  or  compaft. 
It  appears  therefore  to  us  to  have  been  arbitrary;  that  is  to  fay, the  Govern- 
ment of  theCarnatic  hath  exa&ed  whatever  it  hath  had  power  to  compel;  and 
Tanjore  hath  refuted  fuccours  or  money  as  far  as  the  Government  thought 
it  had  power  to  fupport  fuch  refufal.  And  this  is  by  no  means  peculiar  to 
thefe  two  states.— -The  fame  principle  prevails  invariably  throughout 
iodoftaru— Upon  this  principle,  which  is  wholly  that  of  power,  it  is  certainly 

contrary 
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contrary  to  (bund  policy  for  the  Carnatic  to  fuffcr  the  exiftence  of  fuch  z 
state  -,and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  rulers  of  theCarnatic  would 
have  Ions  ago  reduced, Tanjore  to  the  fame  terms  as  other  dependant  rajah* 
(hips,  had  not  Tanjore  been  fufficiently  powerful  in  itfelf,  or  by  connexion, 
to  oppofc  fuch  attempts  effectually.  .  Upon  this  reafoning  therefore,  it  ap- 
pears to  us,  that  if  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic  pofleffed  the  whole  power  of 
the  Carnaticr  k  would  be  good  policy  in  him,  and  confident  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Indoftan  governments,  to  reduce  Tanjose  to  the  fame  terms  of 
obedience  and  control  that  other  Rajahs  have  been  -reduced  to.    And  if  the 
Company  poflefled  the  whole  power  of  the  Carnatic,  it  would  be  equally  good 
policy  in  the  Company  to  do  fa     But  it  is  a  great,  queftion  with  us*  whether 
it  would  be  good  policy  in  the  Company  to  Juffer  the  Nabob  of  the  Cam  a*    • 
tio  to  reduce  Tanjore,  if  he  were  powerful  enough  of  himfelf  to  do  fo;  and1 
his  another  queition  with;  us,  upon  the  prefrnt  divided  fyftem of  power  in 
the  Carnatic,  if  it  would  be  good  policy  in  the  Company  to  reduce  Tanjore, 
and  place  it  undei  the  management  and  control  of  the  Nabob.    We  incline 
U  the  opinion  that  it  would  not ;  but  that  whilft  the  prefent  fyftem,  or  want 
of  fyftem,  remains  between  the  Company  and  the  Carnatic,  if  the  red  u  ft  ion 
of  Tanjore  fliould  be  refolved  on,  it  would  be  more  advifeable  for  the  Com- 
pany to  retain  it  in  their  own  pofieffion,  or  (referving  the  fovereignty)  place 
jn  the  management  of  it  either  the  prefent  Rajah  or  any  other,  fubjcB  to  fitch* 
limitations  and  conditions  as  might  make  him  ufeful^  fait  put  it  out  of  his  power  to 
to  dangerous.  The  impropriety  and  inconvenience*  of  fuch -a  state,  fubfifting- 
in  the  heart  o£  the  province,  is  evident  from  the  Rajah's  conduit  in  the  late 
war  with  Hyder  Ally.    The  junction  of  his  troops,  particularly  his  cavalry, 
to  our  army y  might  have  greatly  contributed  to  the  prevention  of  thofe  ra- 
vages which  theCarnatic  fuftained,  but  that  would  have expofed  the  T.  njo  e 
country  to  the  rcfentment  of  the  common  enemy*,  and  the  Rajah-thought  he 
faw  his  particular  interefi  in  purchafing  a  peace  for  his  own  country:     this 
conduft  in  the  Rajah  might  now  furniih  us  with  a  juft  plea  for  calling  him 
to  account  j  but  when  your  Honours  are  informed  of  all  our*  reafons  for  de- 
clining fuch  an  attempt  at  this  time,,  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  our  conduct 
will  meet  with  your  approbation. 

Extra8>  of  Seleft  Letter  from  Fort  St.  Seorge^  2itb  February  y  1772.. 

With  refpe£b  to< the  guarantee  of  the  treaty,  of  1762  between»the  Nabob 
and  the  Rajah,  we  are  under  fome  doubt  whether*  according  to<ihe  law  and 
ttfage  of  nations,  it  is  abolilhed  or  ft  ill  in*  force.  Thct  Rajah,,  upon*  a  plea  of 
injuftioe  on  the  part  ofr  the  Nabob*,  declined;  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
the  treaty,  by  punctually  paying  the  peilhcuQiy.  as  guarantees  we  interpofed^ 
and  marched  a.  force  to  compel  him;  open.warenfued;  the  Rajah  in  the  end* 

D  fubmits, 
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fubmits,  pays  the  peiflvculh,  with  a  further  fum,  as  an  indemnification  for 
the  charges  of  the  war  ;  a  new  treaty  paifcs  between  the  Nabob  and  him,  in 
•which  we  have  no  part,  and  in  which  not  a  word  is  mentioned  of  the 
treaty   of  176?,  nor  a  word  in  refpeft  to  the  payment  of  the  pei  (heath 
in  future,  nor  of  its  remiflion  j  the  Queftioo  is,  whether  that  treaty   and 
guarantee  are,   or  are  not  virtually  reltored.    We  hare  carcfaUy  avoided 
any  hint  to  the  Nabob  on  this  fubjefly either  for  or  againft  the  Queftien; 
and  the  Nabob  is  equity  Feftrv&}.  How  long  it  may  be  po&ble  to  pvtferve 
this  filence  will  depend  on  oircumftanccH  for  whenever  a  cafe  may  happen 
that  (hall  requite  a  decifi  ve  raeafure,  our  conduit  in  the  one  cafe  or  the  other 
'would  be  very  different;    we  therefore  hope  your  Honours  will  fee  the 
neceility  of  tracing  a  ftrong  line  for  the  guidance  of  yoqr  government  in 
tins  refpett.     If  you  reiurue  the  right,  or  rather  acknowledge  the  Company 
ft  ill  bound  by  their  guarantee  of  1762,  it  will  be  abfoiucely  necefiary,  that 
you  empower  your  government  confidentially  to  dury  it  efie&uatty  into  ex- 
ecution,  by  exerting  the  right,  and  interpofing  power,  if  nrceffary,  to  pre- 
vent injuftice  to  the  Rajah.  Had  your  government  here  flood  in  fuch  adegree 
of  confidence  with  their  conftituents,  as  that  they  might  have  entertained 
a  reasonable  hope  of  fupport  and  judication  in  an  impartial  and  fpirited 
conduct,  the  part  they  fhould  have  taken  ought  no  doubt  to  have  been  this; 
upon  the  Rajah's  complaint,  that  he  was  entitled  to  an  indemnification  for 
the  expencas  he  fuftained  in  the  afiiftance  given  to  the  Nabob  in  the  late 
war,+  and  that  the  Marawar  and  Nalcooty  Polygars  with-held  from  him  his 
juft  rights-,  on  the  other  hand  the  Nabob  complaining  that  the  Rajah  with- 
held the  peifheufh  unju(lly,had  ho  right  to  the  indemnification  he  demanded, 
nor  any  juft  claim  on  Marawar  and  Nalcooty ;  this  Government,  as  guaran- 
tees, ought  to  have  marched  a  forte  to  maintain  peace  between  the  com- 
plaining parties,  to  have  required  deputies  from  both,  to  date  the  demands 
of  each  refpe&ively,  and,  upon  a  fair  difcuffion,  to  have  decided  between 
them,  and  to  have  enforced  the  dcciGon,  whether  in  favour  of  the  Nabob  or 
in  favour  of  the  Rajah;  but  your  Government  here  did  not  dare  to  aft  fuch  a 
part.  It  was  plain  from  your  orders  to  this  Committee,  under  date  the  1.7th 
March,  1769,  as  well  as  fubfequent  orders,  that  you  thought  the  Rajah 
flood  in  a  degree  of  favour  with  this  Government,  which  you  did  not  ap- 
prove; and  that  you  adopted  all  the  Nabob's  ideas  of  levying  crores,  as  an 
equitable  pretention,  becaufe   other  Soubahs  had  done  fo.     At  the  fame 
time,  the  Minifter  of  the  Crown,  ranging  himfelf  on  the  fide  of  the  Nabob, 
received  all  his  complaints  againft  the  Rajah  as  gofpel,  attacked  us  openly, 
but  with  flagrant  injuftice,  and  accofed  us  of  wuh- holding  that  afliltance 
from  the  Nabob  which  odr  truft  req aired.     The  defigns  of  the  Miniftry 
^are  plain,  and  we  know  the  extent  of  ministerial  power;  we  (hould  other- 
jviie    have   thought   a    refutation    neediefs,    and .  -have  -c$ntigned     fuch 
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partial  zeal  to  contempt  and  oblivion.    The  Rajah)  fo  early  as  September 
1770,    reprefented   to  the    Prefident   his    apprehtnfions  of  the    Nabob's 
defigns    and  representations  to  the  King's  Minifter,  but  finding  no  ten- 
dency to  redrels,   and  feeing  the  weaknefs  of  this  Government,  and  its 
inability  to  proteft  him,  too  haftiiy  and   indifcretely  ftood  forth  in  open 
oppofition;    moft  probably  expe&ing  fupport  either  from  the  French  or 
theMarattas.    The  conteft  hath  ended  not  difhonourably  to  the  Company's 
arms ;   but  we  hope  your  Honours  will  not  on  that  ground  be  too  confident 
of  future  fuccefs,  even  at  the  hazard  of  being  thought  timid.     A  fteady 
regard  for  the  public  welfare  obliges  us  to  fay,  we  are  amazed  that  we  have 
got  thus  far  fo  well ;  and  if  your  Honours  will  attentively  confidcr  every  em- 
barraflhient  in  which  wehave  beeh  entangled  by  the  Nabob,  his  chicanery 
inrefpe£t  to  money  and  provifions,  his  views  to  compel  us  into  a  Maratta 
alliance,  his  wi flies  to  poflefs  Tanjorc,  his  fears  of  the  Company  if  it  were 
fubdued,  his  hope  of  fupport  againft  the  Company  from  the  Crown,  and 
his  jealoufy  of  the  future  effects  even  of  that  fupport,  we  think  yourHonours 
will  fee  caufe  to  rejoice,  that  we  are  in  no  worfe  date  at  prefent.     Should 
your  Honours  think  it  beft  to  revive  the  guarantee,  and  take  it  upon  you, 
we  are  perfuaded  the  Nabob  will  oppofe  it  by  every  means   in  his  power* 
and  it  will  certainly  be  the  caufe  of  a  fre(h  quarrel  with  him  ;  but  fhould 
that  be  got  over,  and  the  guarantee  be  acknowledged,  and  at  the  fame  time 
(hould  your  Government,  from  whatever  caufe,  not  to  be  relieved  from  its 
prefent  weaknefs    in  rcfpedl  to  the  Nabob,  his  defigns  againft  Tanjore,  or 
fomc  other  indited  purpofe,  may  again  drag  you  into  hoftility.    If  you  do 
not  refumc  the  guarantee,     but  leave  the  Rajah  wholly  at  the  mercy  of 
the  Nabob,  we  do  not  hefitate  to  declare  it  as  our  opinion,  that  his  appre- 
henfions  of  the  Nabob  are  fo  great,  that  whenever  we  fhall  be  involved  in 
trouble,  he  will  become  dangerous,  and  take  part  againft  us,  to  fave  himfelf 
frorfi  impending  ruin,  (hould  he  fee  a  probability  of  fuccefs.  Our  conclufion 
is,  that  one  of  thefe  decifive  meafures  fhould  be  adopted  with  firmnefs  and 
vigour  •,  either  to  take  Tanjore  openly  and  avowedly  under  your  prote&ion, 
and  give  him  proofs  of  your  impartial  juftice,  which  we  think,  even  now, 
notwithftanding  what  lias  pafled,  will  bind   him  firmly  to  your  intercft,  or 
to  conquer  and  fubdue  him  totally  ;  but  in  the  latter  caff,  the  confequent 
arrangements  will  be  matter  of  the  moft  ferious  confidcration.     What  we 
laid  on  this  fubjeft,  by  the  Britannia,  contains  our  lenfe  5  and  fince  the  year 
1768  fuch  lights  have  been  thrown  on  the  Nabob's  character  and  conduit, 
as  may  amply  fuffice  to  enable  your  Honours  to  determine  with  juftice  and 
propriety  ;  we  therefore  only  add,  that  every  day  convinces  us  we  have  not 
oeen  miftaken,  and  we  confirm  every  word  we  have  wrote. 


^ 


r 


At  a  COURT  of  DIRECTORS, 

Held  the  4th  of  April,   1777, 

Refolved  unanimoufly, 

That  the  Orders  for  removing  Mr.  Wynch  in  confequence  of  the  Tanjore 
War,  the  Commiffions  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Pigot  as  Prefident  and 
Governor,  and  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  Fort  St  George,  and  the 
Orders  given  to  his  Lordihip  and  his  Council ;  alfo  the  Company's 
Commiffion  to  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  as  Commander  of  the  Company's 
Troops  on  the  Coaft  of  Coromandel,  and  the  Confultations  and  other 
Records  on  Political  Subjeds  from  the  Arrival  of  Lord  Pigot  to 
thofe  laft  received  from  that  Prefidcncy,  be  forthwith  printed  Sot 
the  Ufe  of  the  Proprietors. 


ExtraS  ofjhe  General  Letter  to  Fort  St.  George  y  dated  nth  April,  1775. 


jl\ 


26.        A      S  our  fyftem  on  the  Coaft  may  be  much  affedted  by  the 

part  you  have  taken  in  the  redudtion  of  Tanjore,  we 
have  thought  proper  to  examine  the  fubjedt  fully,  and 
we  now  proceed  to  give  our  fentiments  refpe&ing  the  above  extraor- 
dinary tranfa&ion. 


27.  We  have  been  uniform  in  our  orders  and  i&ftruAions,  prohi- 
biting our  fervants  from  extending  the  pofleflions  of  the  Company  or 
of  the  Nabob,  and  teftifted  our  difpleafufe  againft  a  late  Governor 
and  Council  for  difregarding  thofe  orders.  We  have  alfo  particularly 
dire&ed,  as  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of  1762,  that  no  opportunity 
fhould  be  loft  of  raifing  in  the  King  of  Tanjore  ideas  of  firm  depen- 
dence on  our  friendfhip  *  and  we  concur  in  the  opinion  of  our  Gover- 
nor and  Council,  that  it  could  not  be  good  policy  in  the  Company 
to  reduce  Tanjore,  and  to  place  it  under  the  management  and  con- 
trol of  the  Nabob ;  more  efpecially  as  they  on  the  fpot  were  of 
opinion,  that  on  account  of  oppreflions  exercifed  by  the  Nabob  in  his 

A  own 
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4th  March, 
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from    31ft 
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par.  4. 
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Sel.  letter,  own  dominions,  and  of  his  inveterate  hatred  to  the  King  of  Tanjore, 
pril,  1770,  the  Tanjoreans  would  fubmitto  any  power  whatever  rather  than  to 
par.  2, 3,  and     tjjC  Nabob  j  and,  under  the  above  confiderations,  we  confefs  ourfelves 

at  a  lofs  for  words  to  exprefs  our  concern,  on  finding  that  you  have 
neverthelefs  aflifted  the  Nabob  in  dethroning  the  King  of  Tanjore, 
and  in  taking  pofTcffion  of  his  dominions. 

» 

a8.  As  the  fall  of  Tanjore  is  an  event  which  may  be  attended  with 
the  moft  ferious  confequences,  we  lhall  in  this  place  confider  your 
motives  to  the  firft  expedition,  your  advices  relative  thereto,  the 
conditions  of  the  treaty  of  177 1,  the  propriety  of  breaking  that 
treaty,  and  the  inconveniences  occafioned  to  the  Company  by  your 
departure  from  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  our  repeated  orders  and  in- 
ftrudtions. 

29.  Although  the  treaty  of  1769  includes  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore, 
and  fhelters  him  from  the  Nabob's  refentment  on  account  of  his  con- 
duct during  the  war  with  Hyder  Ally,  we  do  not  confider  the  general 
words  of  that  treaty  as  fufficient  to  releafe  the  Rajah  from  the  treaty 
of  1762,  by  which  he  became  tributary  to  the  Nabob;  and  therefore 
the  non-payment  of  his  tribute  feems  a  fufficient  reafon  for  calling 
him  to  account. 

/ 

y 

Co  Cor  No.        3°*    ^e  ^^  ^  a  letter  from  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  received  the 
13 x.  14th  O&ober,  1762,  that  he  requefts  the  Polligars  fhould  not  be 

permitted  to  difpute  his  prefent  pofleffions  j  to  which  an  anfwer  was 
N  returned,  that  the  Polligars  fhould  not  be  aillfted  by  the  Nabob  or 

the  Company  >  if  the  Rajah  on  his  part  did  not  mole  ft  them.  How 
far  the  Marawar  and  Nalcooty  men  were  intended  to  be  included  in 
the  general  term  of  Polligars  does  not  appear  to  us ;  but  fuppofing 
them  to  have  been  fo  included,  the  Rajah's  conduft  in  recurring  to 
arms  againfl  them,  muft  have  rendered  him  reprehenfible  on  their 
account  j  and  therefore  we  are  of  opinion,  on  that  ground  alfb,  you 
may  have  had  a  right  to  interfere  in  the  difputes  which  have  happened 
between  him  and  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic. 

31.  But 
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31.  But  admitting  the  ncceflity  of  your  interfering  between  the 
Nabob  and  the  King  of  Tanjore,  we  can  by  no  means  allow  that  you 
were  warranted  in  recurring  to  arms,  fo  long  as  the  King  of  Tanjore's 
Vackeel  declared  himfelf  ready  and  willing  to  fettle  affairs  with  the 
Nabob  under  the  mediation  and  guarantee  of  the  Englifh  •,  and  much 
lefs  can  we  juftify  your  conduft  in  agreeing,  on  any  account  or  pre- 
tence, or  under  any  circumftances,  that  the  Nabob  fhould  be  put  in 
pofieflion  of  that  kingdom.  As  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of  176a 
you  were  obliged  to  interpofe  between  the  parties,  but  had  no  right 
to  extend  your  views  beyond  the  accomplifhment  of  the  ftipulations 
of  that  treaty. 

32.  And  here  we  are  concerned  to  remark,  that  you  feem  not  only 
to  have  proceeded  improperly  in  your  engagements  with  the  Nabob 
refpe&ing  the  King  of  Tanjore,  but  alfo  to  have  been  difingenuous. 
in  your  advices  to  us  upon  that  important  fubjeft,  as  appears  by  the 
following  ftate  of  fa&s : 

23.  After  feveral  negotiations  and  conferences  with  the  Nabobr 
you  inform  us  in  your  feleft  letter,  dated  the  20th  of  July,  177 1,  Par.  9^ 
That  being  yourfelves  in  a  ftate  of  uncertainty,  you  were  obliged  to 
leave  us  in  doubt  what  meafures  would  be  purfued  in  refpeft  to 
Tanjore."  In  that  letter  you  refer  us  for  particular  information  to 
the  Seleft  Committee's  proceedings  of  the  9th  and  nth  July,  177 1.  F  K 
In  the  former  we  find  the  Committee  refolve  to  reprcfent  to  the  Na- 
bob, with  all  frankntfs  and  candour,  that  in  cafe  the  King  of  Tanjore  fhould 
refufe  to  pay  an  adequate  fum  of  money,  and  the  conqueft  of  the  country 
be  thereupon  judged  neceffary,  any  arrangements  refpe&ing  fuch  con- 
queft muft  be  regarded  as  merely  temporary,  until  the  Company's 
pleafure  fhould  be  known,  whofe  orders  thereon*  you  obferve  to  him* 
muft  be  implicitly  obeyed  by  their  fervants* 

I  34-  The 
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34*  The  propofed  arrangements  were  to  the  following  effeflr,  viz. 

That  all  money  due  to  the  Company  for  currrent  charges,  includ- 
ing thofe  of  the  expedition  (except  the  balance  of  the  Myforean  war) 
be  difcharged  from  the  money  to  be  obtained  from  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjore ;  and  that  the  remainder  be  appropriated  towards  paying  the 
private  creditors. 

35.  That  as  the  Company  wifh  not  to  fubvert  the  eftablifhed 
government  of  any  power  with  whom  they  have  political  connexion, 
in  cafe  the  Rajah  be  fubdued,  it  were  better  to  reftore  him,  or  to. 
place  fome  more  fit  perfon  of  his  family  in  the  government  of  Tanjore, 
upon  his  paying  fuch  pefhculh  to  the  Circar  as  might  be  proper, 
affigning  a  revenue  for  payment  of  charges  of  the  expedition,  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  garrifon  to  be  kept  in  the  town  on  the  part  of 
the  Company,  and  alfo  for  a  fafficient  force  to  protedt  tire  country  -, 
or,  if  the  above  be  not  agreeable  to  the  Nabob,  that  the  revenues 
fliould  then  be  put  under  his  direftion ;  but  that  the  fort  fhould  re- 
main in  our  hands,  and  that  both  fhould  be  confidered  as  depofits 
till  the  Company's  pleafure  fhould  be  known  -,  the  revenue  fubjedt, 
however,   to  the  purpofes  aforefaid. 

Sel.  letter  36.  The  above  advices  were  communicated  to  us  by  the  fhrp  Duke 

ir 71 2°  Jar7  °** P°rtland  anc*  7°**  condud  on  the  occafion  received,    as   it  juftly 

4  to  9.  merited,  our  entire   approbation.     That  fhip  failed  from  Fort  St. 

March  T772.  George  the  23d  of  July,   177 1  >  but  we  find,  that  the  very  next  day, 

Par.  61.  the  Nabob  being  defirous  of  accommodating  matters  with  the  King  of 

* 

Tanjore,  the  majority  of  the  Scledk  Committee  refolvcd,  that  fuch  nego- 
tiations fhould  not  be  conduced  by  our  representatives,  as  guarantees 
of  the  treaty  of  1762,  but  be  left  entirely  to  the  Nabob :  and  we  alfo 
find,  that  though  you  wrote  to  us  three  days  afterwards  overland, 
you  never  fuggefted  the  leaft  hint  of  having  departed  from  your  for  • 
mer  opinion. 

37-  The 
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37-  The  Committee  were  not  unanimous  in  the  above  refolutions ; 
the  perfons  who  cempofed  it  were  Meffieurs  Dupre,  Haftings,  and 
Ardley ;  but  we  are  deprived  of  the  pleafure  of  knowing  which  of 
our  fervants  was  of  a  different  opinion  from  the  majority,  as  no  diflcnt 
was  entered  on  the  occafion. 


I 


38.  In  September  177 1  you  inform  the  Nabob,  that  as  you  were 
acting  in  fupport  of  his  government,  and  partly  as  guarantees  of  the 
treaty  of  1762,  whatever  fhould  be  taken  from  the  King  of  Tanjore, 
whether  forts,  countries,  money,  effedbs,  or  military  ftores,  all  fhould 
be  left  at  his  difpofal,  together  with  the  Rajah,  his  family,  and  de- 
pendants, if  they  fhould  fall  into  your  hands.  The  9th  of  Oftober 
following  you  wrote  to  us  by  the  Stag  frigater  but  were  entirely 
filent  refpe&ing  the  above  ftipulations.  And  aa'you  thought  proper 
to  defer  fending  us  your  proceedings  by  that  conveyance,  we  received 
a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  177 1  before  we  were  apprized  of  the  unwar- 
rantable engagements  entered  into  with  the  Nabob. 

39.  As  we  had  a  pleafure  inobfcrving  that  the  Nabob  had  recovered 
all  his  pefhcufh,  obtained  indemnification  for  the  charges  of  the  war, 
gained  confiderable  prefents  for  his  children,  and  other  advantages ; 
fo  had  we  alfo  the  fatisfaftion  to  find,  that  affairs  were  compromifed 
by  the  contending  parties  without  difpoffefling  the  King  of  Tanjore  of 
his  dominions. 


Scl.    Letter 
from   9  Od. 
1771,  Par.  2. 


N.  B.  Treaty 
received  the 
16  July  1772, 
per  Alia. 
Co.  Cor.  re- 
ceived per  L. 
North  the  17 
Sept.  1772* 


40.  We  pafs  over  the  particulars  of  the  fiege,  and  alfo  forbear  at 
this  time  to  animadvert  at  large  upon  many  irregularities  in  your 
intermediate  proceedings,  as  they  appear  to  us  rather  fubordinate 
confiderations. 


41.  The  orders  given  by  you  to  General  Smith,  your  extraordinary 
explanation  of  thofe  orders,  the  independent  power  lodged  in  the 
Nabob's  fon,  and  the  chagrin  difcovered  by  you,  when  you  found  the 

B  General 
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General  had  obeyed  your  orders,  and  the  young  Nabob  exercifed  the 
authority  with  which  he  was  invefted,  are  great  improprieties,  and 
very  blameable  -,  but  we  are  conftrained  to  obferve,  that  irregularity 
makes  but  a  fmall  part  of  your  mifcondu<5t„  when  compared  with  tranr 
factions  of  greater  moment* 

42.  In  regard  to  the  before-mentioned  extraordinary  ftipulattons 
with  the  Nabob,  we  have  already  remarked,  that  as  the  guarantee  of' 
the  treaty  of  1762  obliged  you  to  compel  payment  of  the  pefhcufh,  if 
defired  by  the  Nabob,  fo  did  it  alfo  oblige  you  to  prevent  him  from 
exadting  new  conditions,  not  provided  for  by  that  treaty.  Indeed  we 
do  not  find  that  the  treaty  of  1771  was  materially  different  from  that 
of  1762,  except  in  the  additional  claufe  to  furnilh  troops  to  the  Na^ 
bob,  which  was  not  in  the  former  treaty,  and  in  the  ceffion  of  certain 
diftrifts,  which  were  then  forced  from  the  King  of  Tanjore ;  but  we- 
muft  obferve,  that  the  Nabob's  averfion  to  your  appearing  in  the 
propofed  negotiation  in  177 1,  ought  not  to  have  been  confidered  as. 
a  fufficient  reafon  for  rejecting  the  Rajah's  application,  when  he 
offered  to  fettle  with  the  Nabob  by  means  of  your  mediation.  And 
under  the  above  circumftances,  every  principle  of  juftice,  policy,  and 
humanity,  forbad  your  engaging  to  facrifice  him  to  the  Nabob's, 
refentment* 

43.  In  1771  you  feemed  fufficiently  aware  of  the  impropriety  of 
increafing  the  Nabob's  power ;  but  deeming  it  aa  ad  of  political  ne- 
ceffity,  you  refblved  upon  the  meafure ;  intimating,  however,  that  it 
would  be  eafy  to  control  it  afterwards,  if  found  neceflary ;  but  you 
need  not  be  told  by  us,  that  k  was  much  more  eafy  to  prevent  it, 
than  it  can  be  to  control  an  improper  degree  of  power  in  the  handa. 
of  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic 

44.   But 
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44*  But  you  further  inform  us,  "  That  legal  orders  to  the  Britiffi 

£(  delegates  of  national  power  may  model  that  of  the  Nabob,    and 

•*  reftrain  it  within  luch  bounds  as  lhall  be  thought  proper/' 

« 

45.  We  are  not  at  all  difpofed  to  examine  the  ideas  affixed  by  you 
to  thefe  unufual  expreffions.  The  fubjeft  is  too  ferious  to  be  thus 
treated.  Your  unneceflary  experiment  has  been  carried  into  execu- 
tion- It  appears  to  us  very  dangerous,  the  embarraffment  occa- 
fioncd  thereby  almoft  infurmountable,  and  that  air  of  indifference 
with  which  you  delivered  your  fentiments  on  the  occafion  extremely 
unfeafonahle. 

46.  We  muft  confefs,  that  no  ealy  m£ans  occur  to  us,  whereby 
the  Nabob's  newly-acquired  power  may  be  controlled  ;  and  although 
the  meafure  may  be  abfolutely  neceflary,  we  have  no  aflurance  that 
the  remedy  will  not  be  attended  with  difagreeable  confequences* 

47.  The  above  being  our  fentiments  relpedting  your  condudt 
during  the  firft  expedition,  we  proceed  to  examine  into  the  propriety 
of  your  behaviour  relative  to  the  fecond  expedition,  undertaken 
in  1773. 

48.  In  your  fele£fc  letter,  dated  the  28th  February,  1772,  you  tell 
us  "  Tanjore  had  been  humbled,"  and  we  muft  declare  this  was  all 
that  ought  to  have  been  defired.  You  likewife  give  us  your  opinion,, 
that  notwithftanding  what  had  pafled,  "  if  we  would  give  the  King 
m  of  Tanjore  proofs  of  our  impartial  juftice,  it  would  bind  him  firmly 
"  to  our  intereft  ;"  but  you  neverthelefs,  fo  far  as  in  you  lies,  put  it  out 
of  our  power  to  render  him  that  juftice,  before  you  become  acquainted 
with  our  fentiments.  on  the  fubjeft. 

49.  You  further  declare,  that  you  fee  no  reafbn  to  change  the  fen- 
timents  communicated  to  us  in  your  letter  of  the  31ft  of  January,  1770* 

refpeding 
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refpefting  the  impropriety  of  reducing  Tanjore,  and  of  placing  it 
under  the  management  and  control  of  the  Nabob ;  and  we  again 
concur  in   opinion  with  you  on  that  fubjett. 

50.  You  confeffed  your  doubts  whether  the  treaty  of  1762  be 
abolifhed  or  ftill  in  force,  becaufe  a  fubfequent  treaty  had  been  con- 
cluded, in  which  you  took  no  part,  and  therefore  hoped  we  Jbould  fee 
the  necejfity  of  tracing  a  firong  line  for  your  future  guidance. 

« 

51.  We  received  your  letter  the  10th  September,  1772,  and  our 
anfwer  was  tranfmitted  by  the  Harcourt,  the  7  th  of  April,  1773  ;  in 
which  we  informed  you,  that  we  deemed  thofe  objefts  of  too  much 
importance  to  admit  of  an*hafty  determination.  You  were  however  of 
a  different  opinion  ;  for  without  waiting  the  arrival  of  our  inftxuc- 
tions,  you  proceed  to  reconfider  the  treaty  of  1762,  and  pofitively 
declare  it  annulled,  though  no  one  circumftance  had  happened  to 
affedt  it  fince  your  laft  advices.  You  thereupon  determined  to  renew 
your  attack  upon  Tanjore,  and  entered  into  frefh  engagements  with 

1  the  Nabob,  ftipulating  as  before,  that  if  the  King  of  Tanjore  fhould 

be  taken,  you  would  leave  him  and  his  family  at  the  Nabob's 
difpofal ;  and  as  our  troops  were  then  returned  from  an  expedition 
againft  the  Marawar  and  Nalcooty  Poligars,  you  forthwith  order  them 
to  proceed  againft  Tanjore. 

52.  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  reafons  given  by  the  Nabob 
for  fubduing  thofe  PoKgars  were,  becaufe  they  had  neither  fent  a 
man,  nor  fupplied  a  grain  of  provifions  for  his  army  during  the  ope- 
rations againft  Tanjore.  And  having,  by  your  afllftance,  cut  off  thofe 
unfortunate  people,  he  immediately  urges,  as  one  motive  for  re- 
ducing Tanjore,  that  the  Tanjorean  King  had  not  contributed 
towards  carrying  on  the  war  againft  the  Poligars.  Other  reafons 
were  indeed  adduced,  namely,  that  he  had  mortgaged  feme  of  his 
diftri&s  tQ  the  Dutch  and  Danes;  that  he  owed  him  money ;  and  that 

3  \  if 
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if  the  prefent  opportunity  fhould  be  loft,  the  French  or  the  Marattas 
would  take  Tanjore,  and  difturb  the  peace  of  the  Carnatic ;  but  we 
muft  confefs  we  are  fhocked  to  find,  that  our  troops  have  been  em- 
ployed on  fuch  fervices,  and  on  pretences  fo  frivolous  as  thofe  above- 
mentioned 

*  » 

$3.  The  Nabob  fays  the  King  of  Tanjore  owes  him  money,  and 
has  not  fulfilled  the  treaty  of  177 1 ;  fuppofing  it  true,  you  had  juft 
declared  you  were  not  guarantees  of  that  treaty,  you  had  therefore 
no  pretence  on  that  account  to  interfere.  But  we  find  that  the 
Nabob's  aflertion  relpefting  money  was  contradifted  by  the  King  of 
Tanjore,  who  declared  he  had  fent  ibucar  bills  to  the  Nabob  for 
payment,  even  before  the  money  was  due,  and  pledged  lands  to 
Mr.  Benfield  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  pefhcuih ;  and  though 
Mr.  Benfield,  as  a  fcrvant  of  the  Company,  very  properly  declined 
tranfadting  this  bufinefs,  his  letter  on  the  fubjeft  allows  that  bills 
were  aftually  fent  by  the  King  of  Tanjore  on  the  occafion,  which 
manifefted  his  defire  at  leaft  to  fatisfy  the  Nabob.  Thefe  were  cir- 
cumftances  eafy  to  be  proved ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  you  paid 
the  lead  regard  to  the  Tanjorean  King's  reprefentation,  or  took  any 
meafures  to  afcertain  the  truth  of  the  Nabob's  declarations. 

54.  As  to  any  danger  which  might  be  apprehended  from  the  King 
of  Tanjore's  negotiation  with  the  French  of  Marattas,  there  was  cer- 
tainly more  reafon  to  expe£t  it  before  the  firft  expedition,  whilft  his 
treafury  was  full,  than  afterwards,  when  it  had  juft  been  exhaufted 
by  the  Nabob,  There  are  no  circumftances  before  us,  which  con- 
vince us,  that  the  leaft  inconvenience  was  likely  to  have  happened  by 
fuch  negotiations;  and  as  to  your  declaration,  that  the  redu&ion  of 
Tanjore  was  a  meafure  of  felf-defence,  it  appears  to  us  fo  very  incon- 
fiftent,  that  we  are  forry  to  find  you  capable  of  making  the  aflertion. 
We  are  of  fo  different  an  opinion,  that  we  deem  the  pofleffions  of  the 
Company  endangered  by  the  fuccefs  of  that  very  meafure ;  and  do 

C  not 
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not  heiitate  to  declare,  that  it  has  rendered  our  lelf-defence 
Coaft  of  Coromandel  an  objeft  of  very  ferious  confideratioiu 


See  fel.  let, 
to  17  March, 
1 769.  Par.  u 


Sep.  letter  to 
17  March, 


55.  ,  Upon  the  moft  deliberate  review  of  your  proceedings,  and  of 
the  various  circumftances  therewith  conne&ed,  we  are  confirmed  in 
our  opinion,  that  as  the  King  of  Tanjore  was  in  arrear  to  the  Nabob 
in  1771,  you  were  then  authorized  in  calling  him  to  account ;  but  the 
irieafures  taken  for  that  purpofe,  and  your  ftipulations  with  the 
Nabob  on  the  occafion,  were  altogether  improper,  and  utterly  un- 
warrantable; and  although  the  evils  which  might  have  been  immediately 
confequent  thereon  were  in  fome  degree  prevented,  or  delayed 
at  leaft,  by  the  peace  granted  to  the  King  of  Tanjore*  yet  we  find, 
by  the  diflatisfadtion  you  expreffed  at  that  event  having  happened, 
that  the  entire  redu&ion  of  Tanjore  was  at  that  time  ardently  defired 
by  you,  and  the  fhort  fufpenfion  of  the  King  of  Tanjore's  unhappy 
fate  in  no  refpeft  owing  to  your  moderation. 

56.  Wc  cannot  find  that  in  1773  you  were  in  poflefllon  of  any 
faft  whatever,  which  could  render  it  neceflary  to  break  the  peace  of 
1771  i  we  therefore  declare  the  laft:  expedition  unjuftifiable,  and  your 
conduft  therein  wholly  inexcufable. 

57.  When  we  eftablifhed  a  Select  Committee  in  March,  j  76  9, 
it  was  profeffedly  with  a  view  to  the  confining  of  our  influence  and 
poffeflions,  and  to  retreating  back  within  thofe  limits,  which  our 
Governor  and  Council  had  exceeded,  by  attempting  to  extend  the 
poffeflions  of  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic. 

58.  We  likewife  enjoined  you  to  reprefent  to  the  Nabob  the  folly 
of  relying  an  his  own  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  Carnatic,  and  ex- 
preffed our  anxiety  at  feeing  a  fyftem  adopted  fo  repugnant  to  our 
views,  as  was  that  of  fupporting  him  in  the  Myforean  country; 
and  fo  great  was  our  refentment  againft  our  Prefident  and  Council, 

that 
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«that  we  not  only  ordered  Mr.  Bourchier  to  quit  tke  government,  but 
feverely  reprimanded  the  Members  of  our  Council  for  the  part  they 
had  taken  in  the  above  tranfa&ions* 

59.  Thefe  were  the  fentiments  we  entertained  of  the  conduit  of 
our  late  fervants,  and  fully  before  you,  when  you  ventured  to  adopt 
meafures  of  the  fame  dangerous  nature  and  tendency  with  thofe 
which  occafioned  the  cenfures  above-mentioned ;  and  therefore,  a& 
our  orders  and  inftruftions  have  been  difregarded  by  you,,  and  as. 
examples  made  of  former  offenders  have  been  inefficient  to  reftraii* 
you  from  treading  in  their  flreps,  we  have  determined  to  remove 
Alexander  Wynch  Efquire  from  being  Prefident  of  our  Council,  and 
hereby  disedt,.  that  he  forthwith  refign  the  government   to  the  Right 

Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  upon  the  arrival  of  his  Lordfliip  at  your 
prefidency.. 

60.  Arid  as  the  concurrence  of  the  members  of  our  Council  i& 
the  breach  of  pur  orders  renders  them  very  undefcrving  of  our  favour,, 
we  fliould  have  proceeded  to  the  like  extremities  with  them,,  had  we 
not  been  willing  to  hope*  that  their  future  conduct  may  in  fome 
degree  atone  for  paft  offences.  On  this. ground  alone  we  are  induced 
to  continue  them  in  our  fervice ;.  but  we  neverthelefs  hereby  feverely- 
reprimand  them,,  and  alfo  declare,  that  unlefs  their  zeal  for  our  in- 
tereft.fiiali  raanifefl:  a  proper  fenfe  of  out  lenity,  they  will  certainly 
experience  more  rigorous  marks  of  our  refentment. 

61.  Having  thus  removed  Mr-  Wynch  from  being  Prefident  of 
our  Council,  it  is  our  pleafure,  and*  we  hereby  direct,  that  our  Go- 
vernor and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  do  confift  of  the  following 
Perfons*  vb» 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Figot,  Prefident  and  Governor* 
Mr.  George  Stratton,  feconcL 

a  •  General 
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General  Jofeph  Smith,  or  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  troopt 

for  the  time  being,  third. 
Mr.  George  Dawfon,  fourth. 
Mr.  Henry  Brooke,  fifth. 
Mr.  John  Whitehill,  fixth. 
Mr.  Claud  Ruflell,  feventh. 
Mr.  Charles  Smith,  eighth. 
~Mr.  Alexander  Dalrymple,  ninth. 
Mr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  tenth. 
Mr.  Charles  Floyer,  eleventh. 
Mr.  John  Maxwell  Stone,  twelfth. 
Mr.  Archdale  Palmer,  thirteenth. 
Mr.  James  Hay,  fourteenth.  * 
Mr.  Edward  Stracey,  fifteenth. 
Mr.  Edward  Cotsford,  fixteenth. 
Mr.  Richard  Latham,  feventcenth. 
Mr.  Francis  Jourdan,  eighteenth. 
Mr.  George  Mackay,  nineteenth  and  laft  of  Council,   and  not 

to  rife  to  any  higher  ftation  therein. 

6a.  By  the  (hip  Grenville  we  transmit  a  commiffion  under  the 
Company's  feal,  conftituting  the  above-mentioned  gentlemen  our 
Governor  and  Council,  and  an  attefted  copy  thereof  will  be  forwarded 
by  the  firft  fhip  of  next  feafon  bound  dire&ly  to  Fort  St.  George. 

63.  Although,  from  variety  of  circumftances,  it  has  happened 
that  our  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  have  never  been  reduced  to  the 
number  of  twelve,  according  to  our  direction  in  the  year  1769; 
neverthelefs  it  is  our  pofitive  order,  that  no  future  vacancies  therein 
be  filled  up  by  you,  even  provifionally,  until  the  Council  fixall  be 
reduced  to  the  faid  number  of  twelve ;  and  after  fuch  reduftion,  you 
are  then  to  filt  up  vacancies  from  the  next  of  our  civil  fcrvants, 
provided  there  fhall  be  no  material  objedions  with  refpett  to  abi- 

lities. 
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litics,  chara&er  or  fortune,  as  noticed  in  our  general  letter  of  the 

17th  March,  1769;  Par.  46. 

64.  Notwithftanding  we  have  thought  proper  to  remove 
Alcxandfer  Wynch  Efquire  from  being  Frefident  of  our  Council  and 
Governor  of  Fort  St.  George,  it  is  not  our  intention  that  Mr.  Wynch 
fliall  be  obliged  to  leave  India  immediately,  if  he  fliall  think  proper 
to  continue  there  to  fettle  his  private  affairs  ;  and  it  is  our  pleafiire, 
that  during  his  continuance  at  Fort  St.  George,  or  his  ftay  at  any 
other  of  our  fettlements  in  his  way  home,  he  be  treated  with  the* 
refpeft  due  to  the  ftation  he  has  held  in  our  fervice. . 

London^  We  are** 

iath  April,  1775. 

You  r  loving  friends, . 

Edward  Wheeler 
*  John  Harrifon 
John  Woodhoufe 
Jofeph  Sparkes 
Frederick  Pigou » 
William  James 
Henry  Savage 
T.JB.  Rous 
Henry  Fletcher- 
Daniel  Wier 
Richard  Hall. 
Samuel  Peach . 
W.  G.  Freeman 
Charles  Boddam 
James  Moffatt 
John  Smith 
Peter  Lafcelles 
George  T^em. 

The 
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he  the  faid  George  Lord  Pigot,  our  Prefident  and*  Governor  and 
Council  aforefaid*  fhall  from  time  to  time  receive  under  the  hand*  of 
thirteen  or  more  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  faid  United  Company 
for  the  time  being*  And  we  the  faid  United  Company  do  hereby 
order  and  require  all  our  fadtors,  fervants,  officers  and  foldiers, 
within  the  limits  of  the-  faid  Preiidency*  and  all  the  people  and  inha- 
bitants of  our  faid  Fort  St.  George  and  City  of  Madras-patnam,  or. 
any  other  our  forts*  places  or  colonies,  within  the  faid  Prefidency* 
to  conform,  fubmk,  and  yield  due  obedience  unto  the  faid  George 
Lord  Pigot,  our  Prefident  and  Governor  and  his  Council  accordingly:- 
And  we  do  hereby  revoke,,  repeal,.  annul>  and*  make  void  every 
former  commiffion  or  commifiiona  given  and  granted  by  us,  whereby 
any  other  peribn  or  perfons  was.  and  were  conflituted.  and  ordained 
Prefident  and  Governor,  and  any  other  perfons  therein  named  were 
conflituted  and  ordained  to  be  of  the  Council  at  Fort  St.  George, 
aforefaid.  In  witnefs  thereof,  we  the  faid  United  Company  have 
caufed  our  common  feal  to  be.  affixed  to  thefe  prefents  the  eleventh 
day  of  April,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  Maft  Excellent 
Majefty  George  the  Third,,  by  the  grace*  of  God  of  Great  Britain. 
France  and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,,  and  fo.  forth,,  and 
in  the  year  of  our  L?rd  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five* 

• 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  faid  United 

Company. 

P..  MICHELL,  Secretary. 
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fbe  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Eaft-In£e\ 

to  George  Lord  Pigot,  Baron  Pigot  of  Patjhulj  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
Governor  of  the  Prefidency  of  Fort  Su  Georges 

WE  the  laid  United  Company,  repoflng  efpecial  truff  and  confidence 
in  you,  George  Lord  Pigot,  do  by  theie  prefents  conftitute  and  appoint 
you  to  be  our  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  fort  and  garrifon 
of  Fort  St.  George  and  town  of  Madras-patnam,  and  of  all  the  forces- 
which  now  are,  or  hereafter  fhall  be  employed  for  the  fervice  of  the 
faid  United  Company  within,  the  faid  fort,  garrifon,  and  town*;  and 
you  are,  to,  the  utmaft  of  your  fkill  and  power,,  to  do  and.  perform  air 
fuch  offices  and  fervices  as  appertain  to  the  pofl  of  Governor  and' 
Commander  in  Chief  as  aforefaid,  and  to  continue  in  the  exercife  of 
the  fame  during  our  pleafure,  fubjeft  neverthelefs*  to  all  fuch  rules, 
orders  and  inftruftions,  as  have  heretofore   been  given  to  the  Pre- 
fident  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George,  aforefaid,  and  are  now  in  force, 
and  alfo  fuch  others  as  you  fhall  at  any  time   hereafter  receive  in 
writing  from  the  Court  of  Dire&ors  of  the  faid  United  Company,  or 
under  the  hands  of  thirteeni  or  more  of  them;  and  we  do  hereby 
ftriftly  require,  charge,  and  command  all  commiffion-officers,  non- 
comroiQion  officers,,  foldiers.  and:  others,    belonging  to:  our  military- 
forces,  and  ail  the  people  and  inhabitants  employed  or  refiding  in  our 
feid  fort,  garrifon,.  ancKtown>  to  yield  you,,  as  Governor  and  Com* 
'         ipander  in  Chief,,  as  aforefaid,  due  obedience  accordingly.     Given- 
under  our  common  feal  this  fourth  day  of  April,  in- the  fifteenth- year 
of  the  reign  of  our.  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace 
of  God  of  Great-Bmtain,,  France,  and   Ireland,   King,  Defender  of 
the  Faith,  and  fo  forth,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufamt 
feven  hundred  and  feventy-five,. 

By  order  of  the  Court  ofDireftors  of  the  faid  United  Company,. 

R  MICHELL,  Secretary; 

I*  Akxandet 
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jilexander  Wynch>  Efquire,  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  fJffort 
andgarrifon  of  Fort  St.  George  and  town  of  Mairas~patnam,  and  of  ail  the 
forces  which  are  or  Jhall  be  employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  United  Company 
of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Eajl- Indies  in  the  faid  fort,  gar- 
rijbn,  and  town,  and  Frefident  of  the  Council  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Council  thereof 

fTo  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  greeting. 

WE,  repofing  efpecial  truft  and  confidence  in  you,  Sir  Robert 
Tletcher,  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  conflitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  Bri- 
gadier-General and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces  of  the  laid 
United  Company  on  the  Coaft  of  Coromandel ;  and  you  are,  to  the 
utmoft  of  your  fkill  and  power,  to  do  and  perform  all  fuch  offices 
and  fervices  as  appertain  to  the  poft  of  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
forces  on  the  Coaft  of  Coromandel,  fubjeft  however  to  all  fuch  rules, 
orders  and  inftru&ions,  as  you  fliall  at  any  time  receive  from  the 
Court  of  Directors  of  the  faid  United  Company  of  Merchants  of 
England  trading  to  the  Eaft-Indies  in  writing,  or  under  the  hands 
of  thirteen  or  more  of  them,  or  from  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
Fort  St.  George,  or  from  Lieutenant-General  John  Clavering,  Com- 
.  mander  in  Chief  of  all  the  United  Company's  forces  in  the  Eaft-Indies, 
or  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  their  forces  in  the  Eaft-Indies  for  the 
time  being,  when  he  fhall  be  at  the  Prefidency  of  Fort  St.  George, 
according  to  the  rules  and  difcipline  of  war,  in  purfuance  of  the  truft 
hereby  repofed  in  you  r  and  we  do  hereby  ftri&ly  require,  charge  and' 
command  all  commiffion-officers,  non-commiflion  officers  and  foldiers, 
.  and  others,  belonging  to  the  military  forces  of  the  faid  United  Com- 
pany on  the  Coaft  of  Coromandel  before-mentioned,  to  yield  you  a9- 
their  Commander  due  obedience  accordingly.  Given  under  our  hands, 
.and  the  feal  of  the  faid  United  Company,  in  Fort  St.  George,  this 

;fixteenth  day  of  Odtobe^,  in  the  fixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our 

Sovereign 
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Sovereign  Lord,  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great- 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  fo 
forth,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 

feventy-five. 

AR  WYNCH,  &c.  Council. 

Entered  in  the  Secretary's  Office        1 
by  order  of  the  Prefident  and  Council.    J 

R.  J.  SULIVAN,  Secretary, 

ORDERS  OF   THE    COURT    OF   DIRECTORS   FOR  THE 
RESTORATION  OF  THE  KING  OF  TANJORE. 

Our  Prefident  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George. 

i.  In  order  to  remedy  fo  far  as  may  be  the  inconveniences  occa- 
Coned  by  the  mifcondult  of  our  late  Prefident  and  Council,  we  have 
thought  proper  to  conftitute,  and  by  our  Commrffion  under  our  Sea], 
dated  the  iith  inftant,  have  constituted  and  appointed  you  to  be  our 
Governor  and  Council  of  Fort  -St.  George ,  for  governing  and  manag- 
ing all  the  Company's  affairs  on  the  Coafts  of  Coromandel  and  Orixa, 
and  all  our  forts,  fa&ories,  and  fettlements  thereunto  belonging ;  fubjedfc 
however  to  the  limitations  and  reft  rift  ions  contained  in  a  late  Aft  of 
Parliament,  intituled,  <c  An  Aft  for  eftablilhing  certain  regulations  for 

the  better  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  as 
well  in  India  as  in  Europe. ft 

2.  By  our  letter  to  our  Prefident  and  Council  of  this  date,  (copy 
whereof  is  herewith  tranfmitted)  you  will  be  more  particularly  informed 
of  the  tranfa&ions  which  have  occafioned  the  removal  of  our  faid  Prefi- 
dent, and  the  reprehenfion  of  the  Members  of  our  Council ;  we  (hall 
not  in  this  place  recapitulate  thofe  particulars,  but  content  ourfelves 
with  obferving,  that  it  behoves  you  to  avoid  all  mealures  of  a  like  ten- 
dency with  thofe  which  have  thus  involved  our  fervants  in  the  confe- 
rences of  our  difpleafure. 

3.    In 


3.  In  the  execution  of  the  truft  now  repofed  in  you  feverat  important 
objects  claim  your  immediate  and  moll  ferious  confideration ;  we  {hall 
point  out  what  we  wifh  to  have  accomplilhed,  and  fugged  fuch  means  as 
appear  to  us  mod  likely  to  be  effectual  for  obtaining  the  ends  propofed^ 
but  we  are  convinced  that  fuccefs  muft  in  a  great  meafure  depend  upon 
the  wifdom  of  your  councils,  the  integrity  and  firmnefs  of  your  con* 
du£t>  and  in  no  fmatt  degree  upon  the  feafonable  exertion  of  thofe 
peculiar  abilities,  for  which  your  Right  Honourable  Prefident.  is  fo. 
juftly  and  eminently  diftinguiftied. 

4.  As  the  folemn  promife  made  by  our  Governor  and' Council*  ar 
the  requeftof  the  Nabob  of  the-Carnatic  and  the  King  of  Tanjore,  ta. 
guaranty  the  treaty  of  1762,  has  been  fully  approved,  by  the  Court  of 
Directors  ;  we  cannot  but  confider  the  public  faith  of  the  Company  as 
forfeited,  and  the  honour  of  the  Britifh*  nation  deeply  affedted,  by  the 
meafures  taken  for  dethroning  that  unhappy  Prince,  whole  kingdom 
has  been  wrefted  from  him  by  our  fervaots,  and  put.  under,  the.  govern- 
ment of  Mahmud  Ally  Khan,  in  dircft  violation  of  that  treaty,  and 
contrary  to  our  repeated  orders  and  inftruftions,  which  have  uniformly, 
and  exprafcly  prohibited  them  from  attempting  to  enlarge  our  own  or 
the  Nabob's  dominions;.,  and  alio  in  oppofition  to  the  letter  and  fpirit 
of  the  Nabob's  public  declaration  to  the  King  of  Tanjorefs  Vackeel* 
wherein  he  affirms,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  take  the  fort  and 
country  of  Tanjore  tohimfelf,  but  to  fecure  them  for  the  benefit  of  the. 
King  of  Tanjorc's  family,  and  to  place  a  proper  perfon  of  his  kindred  on. 
the  throne. 

5.  And  having  refbtved  to  contribute  Co  far  as  in  us  lies  towards  the 
reftoration  of  the  King  of  Tanjore,  which  by  every  tie  of  honor  we  con- 
ceive ourfelvcs  bound  to  do,,  we  hereby  dire£tv  that  you  take  the  molt 
efie&ual  meafures  without  lofs  of  time  for  fecuring  the  perfon  of  the 
King  of  Tanjore,'  and  that  you  forthwith  appoint  him  a  proper  guard 
for  his  protection,  and  alfo  for  the  proteftion  of  his  family ;  and  inform. 
him,  that  we  have  determined  to  replace  him  upon  the  throne  of  hi* 

abettors* 


(  »  ) 

anceftors,  upon  certain  terms  and  conditions  to  be  agreed  upon  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  himfelf  and  the  Englifh  Eaft- India  Company,  without 
infringing  the  rights  of  Mahmud  Ally  Khan,  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic. 

6.  As  our  faith  (lands  pledged  by  the  treaty  of  1762  to  obtain 
payment  of  the  King  of  Tanjore's  tribute  to  the  faid  Nabob  of  the 
Carnatic  *,  as  it  is  our  intereft  and  fincere  defire  to  maintain  the  public 
tranquillity;  and  as  we  find  to  our  great  concern,  that  other  Europeans 
have  obtained  undue  influence  in  Tanjore,  which,  if  permitted  and  en* 
couraged,  may  operate  unfavourably  for  the  Company,  render  it  diffi- 
cult to  perform  the  part  of  guarantee  to  the  faid  treaty,  and  even 
tend  to  endanger  the  peace  of  the  country;  we  therefore  direct,  that  you 
declare  to  the  King  of  Tanjore,  that  as  we  have  no  fecurity  for  the  per* 
formance  of  any  engagements  which  may  be  entered  into  by  him,  and 
as  in  times  paft  the  payment  of  his  tribute  has  been  evaded  or  delayed, 
and  feveral  of  his  diftricb  mortgaged  to  Europeans,  contrary  to  the 
intereft  of  the  Company,  we  fhall  infift  upon  his  admitting  a  garrifon  of 
our  troops  into  the  fort  of  Tanjore,  not  only  to  enftire  the  regular  pay- 
ment of  the  Nabob's  juft  demand  in  future,  but  alfb  to  enable  us 
effe&ually  to  watch  the  motions  and  to  countered:  the  views  of  any 
European  or  country  power,  who  may  attempt  to  form  connexions  or 
make  eftablifhments  in  Tanjore  to  our  prejudice;  and  you  are  likewile 
to  infift  upon  having  an  alignment  of  revenues  made  to  the  Company 
fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the  faid  troops,  and  for  providing 
military  ftores  necefiary  for  the  defence  of  the  garrifon. 

7.  You  are  however,  in  our  name,  to  affure  the  King  of  Tanjore,  that 
no  diminution  of  his  authority  over  his  fubje&s  is  intended  by  us,  and 
that  we  will  feverely  punifh  every  military  officer,  or  Company's  fervant, 
who  ffaall  in  any  refpeft  interfere  ig  the  affairs  of  his  government ;  and 
you  are  to  take  efpecial  care  that  this  article  be  punctually  fulfilled  on 
the  part  of  the  Company. 
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8.  You  are  alfo  to  afifure  the  King  of  Tanjore,  that  particular  ac- 
counts of  the  expenfe  of  the  garrifon  fhall  be  laid  before  him  every 
three  months,  or  fo  often  as  he  fhall  require  it ;  that  no  extravagance 
fhall  be  permitted,  nor  any  improper  charge  be  allowed  in  fuch  accounts  v 
and  that  if  the  annual  amount  thereof  fhall  at  any  time  be  lefs  than  the 
revenues  affigned  to  the  Company,  the  furplus  of  the  faid  revenues 
fhall  be  faithfully  returned  to  him ;  but  if  the  expenfe  of  the  garrifon 
fhall  exceed  the  amount  of  the  revenues  fo  affigned,  then  the  King  of 
Tanjore  fhall  make  good  the  deficiency  * 

•  9.  That  if  any  difputes  arife  refpefting  contingent  or  other  expenfes* 
they  fhall  be  finally  adjufted  by  the  King  of  Tanjore's  agents  and  our 
Prefident  and  Council,  and  not  otherwife. 

10.  That  all  repairs  of  fortifications  fhall  be  conducted  by  our 
Engineer,  at  the  King  of  Tanjore's  expenfe  j  but  no  works  or  repairs 
whatever  fhall  be  undertaken  without  his  approbation  and  consent* 
which  fhall  always  be  fignified  in  writing,  nor  until  an  c It i mate  fhall 
have  been  made  of  the  charge  to  be  incurred,  and  the  meafure  fully 
approved  and  authorized    by  our  Governor  and  Council. 

1 1 .  That  no  treaty  with  foreign  powers  fhall  be  concluded  by  the 
King  of  Tanjore  without  our  concurrence,  nor  fhall  any  alliance  be 
formed  by  him  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Company,  nor  any  aid  or 
affiftance  be  given,  direftly  or  indire&ly,  to  the  enemies  of  the  Britiih 
nation. 

12.  And  in  cafe  troubles  fhall  arife  in  the  Kingdom  of  Tanjore^ 
and  the  troops  of  the  Company,  or  of  the  Nabob,  fhall  march  to  the 
King  of  Tanjore's  affiftance  at  his  requisition,  all  extraordinary  ex- 
penfes  incurred  thereby  fhall  be  defrayed  by  him,  over  and  above  the 
charges  of  the  garrifon  as  aforefaid. 

1 2.     No 


(    *3     ) 

1 3.  No  troops  whatever,  except  thofe  of  the  Company,  (hall  be 
permitted  to  refide  within  the.  City  of  Tanjore,  and  except  alfo  fuch 
native  guards  as  may  be  neccflary  for  fupporting  the  dignity  of  his 
Majefty's  government ;  and  the  number  of  fuch  native  guards  fhall  be 
fixed  by  our  Governor  and  Council,  and  not  exceeded  or  augmented 
by  the  King  of  Tanjore  on  any  account  or  pretence  whatever. 

14.  You.  will  not  fail  to  explain  to  the  King  of  Tanjore,  that  it  is 
by  no  means  our  intention  to  impoverifh  or  diftrefs  Tanjore;  that  the 
troops  to  be  maintained  by  him  fhall  be  employed  in  his  defence  alone 
fo  long  as  he  keeps  his  faith  with  the  Company;  and  that  as  their  pay 
will  be  expended  on  the  fpot,  no  drain  of  treafure  or  other  incon- 
venience can  happen  to  his  country  in  confequence  of  the  propofed 
arrangements. 

15.  As  our  principal  views  extend  no  further  than  the  fafcty  of 
Tanjore,  and  the  prevention  of  European  influence  therein,  we 
require  no  greater  portion  of  the  revenues  to  be  affigned  to  the  Com- 
pany, than  fhall  be  deemed  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  our 
garrifon;  but  if  any  unforefeen  circumflancc  (hall  render, fuch  revenue 
inadequate  thereto,  the  King  of  Tanjore  muft,  as  before  obferved,  caufe 
payment  of  the  troops  to  be  made  from  his  other  refources* 

16.  Although  juftice  to  our  own  honour,  and  to  the  King  of  Tanjore, 
compels  us  to  take  meafures  for  delivering  him  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  you  are  neverthelefs  to  declare  publickly  in 
our  name,  that  we  will  by  no  means  protett  the  King  of  Tanjore  in 
with- holding  from  Mahmud  Ally  his  ftipulated  tribute  of  four  Lacks  of 
Rupees  per  annum,  or  any  part  of  it,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  we 
will  do  our  utmoft  to  procure  payment  thereof  to  the  faid  Nabob. 

17.  In  regard  to  furnifhing  fupplics  in  time  of  war,  the  King  of 
Tanjore  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  comply  with  any  requifition  for  troops, 
uniefs  our  Governor  and  Council  join  the  Nabob  in  making  fuch  requi- 
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lition  ;  nor  (hall  the  quota  to  be  furnifhed  to  the  Circar  be  left  indefi- 
nite, but  be  limited  to  fuch  fupplies  as  (hall  on  all  occasions  be  deemed 
juft  and  reasonable  by  our  faid  Governor  and  Council ;  and  the  charge 
thereof,  if  defrayed  by  the  King  of  Tanjore,  (hall  be  dedu&ed  from 
the  annual  tribute  to  be  paid  by  him  to  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic. 

18.  As  the  Nabob  has  intimated  his  defire,  that  the  Government 
of  Tanjore  ftiould  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  King  of  Tanjore's 
brother,  or  of  feme  other  of  his  family,  we  dire6t,  that  in  cafe  the 
King  of  Tanjore  (halt  not  be  living  at  the  time  of  your  receipt  hereof 
at  Fort  St.  George,  you  forthwith  proceed  to  place  the  next  of  the 
royal  Kne,  or  fome  other  proper  perfon  of  the  King  of  Tanjore's  family, 
upon  the  throne  of  his  anceftors ;  fubjeft  however  to  all  terms  and 
conditions  required  by  the  Company,  refpe&ing  Tanjore,  in  thefe  our 
orders  and  inftru&ions. 

19.  In  the  year  1771  we  find  the  Nabob  obtained  from  tbe  Rajah 
his  arrears  of  tribute  with  intereft  thereon,  indemnification  for  his  ex- 
pen  fes,  and  fundry  prefents  to  his  children,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  Rupees  45,27,000,  befidcs  the  ceffion  of  certain  diftrilts  to  the 
amount  of  Rupees  4,80,000  per  annum  *,  we  mud  therefore  conclude, 
that  the  charges  of  the  firft  expedition  againft  Tanjore  were  more  than 
reimburfed  by  the  above  acquifitions. 

20.  Perfuaded  as  we  are  that  this  has  been  the  cafe,  wedired,  that 
you  pay  no  regard  to  that  article  of  the  treaty  of  177 1,  which  refpefts 
the  alienation  of  part  of  the  Rajah's  dominions.  If  the  Nabob  had  not 
a  juft  title  to  thofe  territories  before  the  conclufion  of  that  treaty,  we 
deny  that  he  obtained  any  right  thereby,  further  than  to  the  temporary 
fovereignty  of  fuch  diftri&s  as  were  afligned  to  him  for  fecuring  the 
payment  of  his  expenfes,  and  which  were  to  be  returned  to  the  Rajah 
when  fuch  payment  fhould  be  completed. 

21.  As  the  expedition  againft  Tanjore  in  1773  was  &ort,  being 
undertaken  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  and  concluded  in  September,  we 
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apprehend  the  revenues  of  the  country  could  not  fuffer  great  diminution 
by  that  war  v  and  we  muft  fuppofe  that  the  plunder  of  the  place,  and 
the  receipt  of  the  revenues  for  more  than  two  years,  will  have  rendered 
the  Nabob  a  very  considerable  gainer,  after  defraying  all  charges 
incurred  by  his  Excellency  in  the  faid  expedition. 

22.  We  could  wifh  you  to  obtain  a  Statement  of  the  Nabob's  re- 
ceipts and  difburfements  on  the  above  account,  but  we  fear  it  is 
impra&icable ;  however  we  recommend  it  to  your  attention,  in  order 
to  prevent  him  from  pleading  the  above  circumftances  as  an  excufe 
or  reafon  for  delaying  payment  of  his  debts  to  the  Company,  and 
thofe  to  his  private  European  creditors,  in  cafe  they  fliould  be  fpeedily 
demanded. 

23.  Another  objeft  of  your  early  attention  muft  be,  to  acquire  a 
complete  knowledge  of  thofe  territories  which  have  been  granted  to 
the  Company  on  the  Coaft  of  Coromandel,  and  to  eftablifh  a  judicious 
and  permanent  fyftem  for  their  future  management.  And  here  we 
muft  obferve,  that  the  late  difpofition  manifefted  by  the  Nabob,  and 
his  apparent  views  to  independency,  render  it  highly  expedient  for  us 
to  augment  our  Strength  within  our  own  pofleflions,  fo  far  as  it  can  be 
done  without  diminifhing  thofe  refources,  which  have  hitherto  been 
appropriated  for  the  provision  of  our  investment,  and  for  the  fupport 
of  our  government. 

24.  And  being  well  allured  that  the  Jaghire  lands  and  northern 
Circars,  and  efpecially  the  latter,  will  be  found  capable  of  anfwering 
this  defireable  purpofe,  if  duly  explored  and  properly  regulated  5  wc 
therefore  direft,  that  when  affairs  refpefting  Tanjorc  Shall  have  been 
accommodated  and  finally  adjufted,  a  Committee  of  our  Council,  con- 
Sifting  of  five  members,  be  appointed  to  make  the  circuit  of  the 
Northern  Circars ;  and  that  they  afcer tain,  with  all  poflible  exaftnefs, 
the  produce  of  the  country,  the  number  of  inhabitants,  the  State  of 
the  manufactures,  the  fortified  places,  the  grofs  amount  of  the  reve- 
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nues,  the  articles  from  which  they  arife,  the  mode  by  which  they  are 
colle&ed,  the  charges  of  colledtitfn,  the  fpecific  proportion  ufually 
received  by  the  Rajah  or  Zemindar,  and  that  which  cuftom  or  •ufage 
has  allotted  to  the  cultivator  as  the  reward  of  his  labour. 

25.  They  are  alfo  particularly  to  enquire  what  fecurity  the  native 
has  for  his  property,  what  courts  there  are  for  the  adminiftration  of 
juftiee,  and  vhow  far  fimilar  regulations  to  thofe  lately  eftabliflied  at 
Bengal  by  our  Prefident  and  Council  may  with  propriety  be  introduced 
into  the  Northern  Circars. 

26.  It  is  by  no  means  our  wifli  to  deprive  the  hereditary  Rajahs  or 
Zemindars  of  their  annual  income  •,  on  the  contrary  we  mean  to  fecure 
it  to  them,  without  leaving  them  under  the  neceffity  of  keeping  up  an 
armed  force  to  compel  payment  thereof.  And  it  is  alfo  our  earneft 
defire  to  deliver  the  inhabitants,  fo  far  as  may  be  in  our  power,  from 
undue  exadtions  and  oppreffions. 

27.  The  impropriety  ©f  fuffering  any  Zemindar  to  become  formi- 
dable to  his  neighbours,  or  too  powerful,  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt. 
We  never  approved  the  policy  of  our  late  Governor  and  Council  ia 
confenting  to  accept  a  fmall  tribute,  or  fuch  compofition  for  lands 
as  Sitteramrauze  might  think  proper  to  make,  without  afcertaining  in 
any  degree  the  value  of  fuch  lands.  And  if  it  be  true  that  his  power 
has  heretofore  rendered  it  dangerous  to  rifk  his  difpleafure,  by  admit- 
ting competitors  to  bid  for  lands,  it  is  high  time  to  correct  our  fyftem,, 
and  to  difallow  the  keeping  of  other  troops  than  our  own  in  the  Cir- 
cars ;  more  efpecially  as  fuch  troops  are  not  fubjedt  to  our  orders,  but 
rendei  our  tenants  lefs  dependent  than  they  ought  to  be  upon  our 
authority  and  control. 

28.  In  order  to  enable  us  to  ftrike  at  the  root  of  this  evil,  the* 
Committee  of  Circuit  muft  take  the  moft  effectual  meafures  for  afcer- 
taining the  ftrength  of  each  Rajah,  Zemindar,  or  land-holder  in  the 
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Circars,  the  exptnfe  of  bis  houfhold  and  that  of  his  troops,  the  means 
he  may  have  of  defraying  fuch  expenfeS,  and  the  number  of  regular 
Seapoys  which  it  will  be  neceflary  for  us  to  maintain  in  the  refpeftive 
diftri&s,  in  order  to  keep  them  in  due  fubjeftion. 

29.  A*  an  addition  of  military  ftrength  within  our  own  poffeffions 
feems  to  us  fo  abfolutely  neceflary,  and  as  we  can  have  np  doubt  but 
that,  with  proper  economy,  a  confiderable  force  may  be  maintained  in 
the  Circars,  and  the  annual  rent  or  tribute  remitted  to  our  treafury  at 
Fort  St.  George  be  nevertheiefs  confiderably  increafed  •,  we  are  there- 
fore rcfolved,  that  every  military  man  redding  in  the  Circars  fhall  be 
abfolutely  under  our  command,  obliged  to  ferve  us  wherever  he  may 
be  wanted,  and  not  left  at  liberty  to  take  p3rt  with  our  enemies  in  cafe 
troubles  fhould  arife  in  the  country. 

30.  After  having  fully  investigated  the  provincial  accounts  of  the 
Circars,  if  any  of  the  Zemindars  fhall  prefer  receiving  their  income 
from  the  Company,  and  relinquifh  their  hereditary  claims,  we  have  no 
obje&ion  to  allowing  them  fuch  (Upends  as  (hall  be  found  reafonable 
in  lieu  of  the  benefits  arifing  from  their  Zemindaries.  And  as  it  is  our 
intention,  on  tijp  expiration  of  the  prefent  leafes,  that  the  Committee 
of  Circuit  fhall  proceed  to  let  the  lands  for  a  term  of  years,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  hath  been  pra&ifed  at  Bengal,  it  is  our  order,  that  the  Ze- 
mindars have  their  option  of  retiring  upon  ftipends,  or  of  continuing  to* 
rent  the  lands  at  a  proper  valuation  ;  but  it  is  our  pofitive  command,, 
that  the  proportion  of  the  produce  to  be  received  by  farmers  of  everjr 
denomination  be  afcertained  and  exaftly  defined ;  and  that  it  be  an  ex- 
prefs  condition  in  every  leafe,  that  all  farmers  who  (lull  exaft  more  than* 
their  due  proportion  from  the  under-tenants  fhall  forfeit  their  farms ; 
and  you  are  to  take'  efpecial  care,  that  the  means  of  redrefs,  in  cafe  of 
impofition  or  oppreflion,,  be  rendered  as  eafy  as  pofiible. 
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31.  Thefe  are  the  outlines  of  the  plan  which  we  wifh  to  fee  adopt- 
ed for  the  Circars.  In  regard  to  the  Jaghire  lands,  many  confiderations 
induce  us  to  keep  them  in  our  immediate  poffeffion  }  and  unlefs  the 
Nabob  fhall  agree  to  fuch  arrangements  as  we  deem  neceflary  for  our 
mutual  advantage,  we  fhall  no  longer  confent  to  his  renting  the  faid 
Jaghire  lands,  as  it  almoft  enables  him  to  (hut  us  up  within  the  walk 
of  Madras,  and  even  to  prevent  us  from  obtaining  a  proper  fupply  of 
provifions  for  our  fettlement;  we  therefore  direft,  that  you  conclude  no 
agreement  with  the  Nabob  for  the  faid  lands  for  more  than  one  year; 
and  that  it  be  an  exprefs  condition  in  fuch  agreement,  that  our  Com- 
mittee of  Circuit  fhall  be  at  full  liberty  to  explore  the  country,  and  to 
afcertain  the  real  produce  and  revenues  thereof,  in  the  manner  defcribed 
in  our  prefent  inftrudtfons  refpe&ing  the  Northern  Circars. 

32.  If  any  of  our  fervants,  civil  or  military,  fhall  oppofe  the  exe- 
cution of  thefe  our  orders  and  inftru&ions,  or  refufe  to  affift  in  carry- 
ing them  into  full  effeft,  we  hereby  declare,  that  upon  proper  repre- 
fentation  of  the  cafe  to  us,  every  fuch  perfon  fhall  be  absolutely  difmif- 
fed  from  the  fervice  of  the  Company. 


33.  And  in  order  to  add  the  greateft  weight  in  otjj  power  to  your 
proceedings,  and  to  enfure  fo  far  as  may  be  fuccefs  to  your  meafures, 
we  have  direfted  our  Governor-General  and  Council  of  Bengal  to  co- 
operate with  you,  if  you  fhall  find  it  neceflary,  and  to  yield  you  all  pro- 
per afliflance  in  bringing  the  important  affairs  hereby  committed  to 
your  management  to  a  fpeedy  and  happy  conclufion. 

34.  Although  we  have  not  exprefsly  commiflloned  or  appointed 
any  perfon  to  fucceed,  as  Prefident  of  our  Council  and  Governor  of 
Fort  St.  George,  in  cafe  of  the  death  or  abfence  of  Lord  Pigot,  it  is 
neverthelefs  our  pleafure,  if  his  Lordfhip  fhall  be  prevented,  by  death 
or  otherwife,  from  taking  upon  himfelf  that  office,  and  thereby  from 
executing  our  prefent  orders  and  inftru&ions  relative  to  Tanjore,  that 
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in  fuch  cafe  the  elded  Counfellor  for  the  time  being  do  take  upon  him- 
felf  the  adminiftration  of  our  affairs,  as  Prefident  of  our  Council,  till 
our  pleafure  (hall  be  known ;  and  that  you  fail  not,  under  the  above 
circumftances,  to  concur  with  (uch  Prefident  in  carrying  our  faid  orders 
and  inftru&ions  immediately  into  execution. 

35.    It  is  our  pleafure,  that  our  Committee  of  Circuit  for  the  Jaghire 
lands  and  northern  Circars  (hall  confift  of 

George  Dawfon, 
Claud  Ruffell, 
Alexander  Dalrymple, 
Samuel  Johnfon,  and 
George  Mackay,  Enquires ; 

and  we  doubt  not  but  the  capacity,  diligence,  and  fidelity  of  the  above 
Gentlemen  will  anfwer  our  expe&ations,  and  fully  juftify  the  Choice  we 
have  made,  in  appointing  them  to  carry  into  execution  our  orders  and 
inftrudtions  on  this  important  fubjeft. 

We  arc, 
London, 

uth  April,  1775.  Your  loving  friends, 

H.  Fletcher  Edd  Wheler 

Daniel  Wicr  John  Harrifon 

Rd  Hall  Jn°.  Woodhoufe 

Samuel  Peach  Jofeph  Sparkes 

W.  G.  Freeman.  Fredk  Pigou 

Pet.  LafceHes  Wm.  James 

Chas  Boddam  Hen?  Savage 

Ja*  Moffatt  T.  B.  Rous 
John  Smith, 
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$0  his  Higbnefi  the  Nafob  fPau.  Lm  Jaw,  Utotmr^ul  Hind,  QntdaBfr 
ul-Mukk,  Sfiraujt  ul  Dozvfo,  Atrwer  ul  Jit  Cawn,  Betmder,  Mmfio* 
Jvvg,  Sepah  S*r4*r%  Qukabdax  of  Arcot  and  the  Car  not ic*. 

AS  from  the friendihip  which  has  fo  long  fubfifted  betweenryMir 
Highnefs  and  the  Eaft-Iadig  Company,  w*  cannot  but  confider  your 
interefts  as  our  own  5  it  is  mxk  the  uttgoft  concern  we  find  your 
Highnefs  of  opinion,  that  thofc  who  ftiould  be  the  guardians  of  our 
united  interefts  are  capable  of  preferring  private  emolument  to  the* 
profperity  of  your  country*  and  the  happinefs  of  yourpeople. 

The  fentiments  of*  your  Highnefi*  rtfpedting-  the  qualifications  of 
Governors  and  Commanders  of  our  armies  coincide  entirely  with: 
our  own.  W$  *re  convinced  they  fttouid  be  men  of  capacity  audi 
lAtegrity  y  and  your  Highnefs  will  pertqit  us.  to  affure  you»  that 
as  fuch  only  caa  merit,  fuck  only  will  receive  our  favour  and  fug~ 
port. 

You  are  pleafed  to>fuggeft,.  that  in.  cafe  of  our  Jaghire  lands  being 
let  to  renters,  thole  renters  would  be  obliged  to  make  large  prefents. 
to  our  fervants.  An.  intimation  of  this  nature  from  your  Highnels. 
cannot  but  greatly  alarm  us,  as  it  tends  to  impeach  the  integrity  of 
our  fervants,  who  cannot  receive  prefents  of  any  kind  without  a  vio- 
lation of  our  orders,,  and  a  breach  of  the  truft  repojed  in  them  by  the 
Company.  % 

What  your  Highgefs  has  bcei*  pleafed  to.  fignify  to  us  refpedting 
our  northern  Circarjs  is  a  confirmation  of  your  regard  to  our  interefts  $, 
but  here  we  hope  it  is  needlefs  for  us  to  obferve,.  that  if  our  fer- 
rants  have  been  able  to  acquire  princely  fortunes  in  thofe  diftridts,  as 
feems  fuggefted  by  your  Highnefs,  it  is  utterly  unknown  to  u*;  how- 
*re?  we  haw  aow*  fully  confidered  the  affairs  of  our  Circars,  and  fhall 
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not  fail  to  regulate  them  in  fiich  a  manner,  as  (hall  in  future  prevent 
abufes,  fecure  tranquillity  to  the  natives,  and  all  thofe  advantages  to 
the  Company  which  we  have  a  right  to  expert  from  fo  valuable  a- 
part  of  our  pofieilions, . 

What  reply  can  we  give  to*  the  requifition  of  your  Highnefs  far 
men  to  be  fent  who  fliall  a6t  conformably  to  our  mutual  interefts  ?  It 
has  been  a  conftant  inftru&ion  from  us  to  our  fervants  to  proceed  ort 
equitable  and  honourable  principles ;  and  if  their  behaviour  has  not 
been  coafonnable  thereto,  your  Highnefs  will  do  us  the  juftice  to  be- 
Heve  their  meafuree  could  not  be  authorized  by  your  warmed  friends  ; 
the  £nglifh  Eaft-India  Company. 

The  laft  letter  we  bad  the  honour  to-  receive  from  your  Highnefs  • 
continues  to  arraign  the  conduit  of  our  fervants ;  and  we  hefitate  not 
to  own,  that  in  many  inftances  we  have  reafon  to  believe  it  has  been 
repugnant  ta  their  duty ;  we  have  therefore  determined  to  remove 
Mr.  WynciL  from  being  our  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  to  ap- 
point the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot  to  that  office  and  ftation.  - 
Of  his  Lordfhip's  good  conduft  your  Highnefs  formerly  gave  us  the 
moft  ample  and  honourable  teftimony;  and  from  his  known  affe&ioa a 
to  your  perfen  and  family,,  his  approved  fidelity  to. the  Company,  and 
hi&  acknowledged  abilities,  we  confidently  expeft  the  moft  faithful"" 
and  eminent  fcrvices,  and  truft  they  will  be  attended  with  the  mofl: 
happy  confequences. 

In  the  late  troubles  refpecting  Tanjore,  we  find  your  Highnefs'* 
declaration  to  the  Rajah's  Vackeel  breathes  a.  fpirit  of  moderation,, 
which  marafefts  the  benevolence  of  your  mind.'-  What  then- muft  ouc, 
fcrrow  be,  when  we  obferve  that  our  fervants  refuted  te  liften  to  the  Ap- 
plications of  the  Rajah,  when  he  was  folicitous  to  be  reftored  to  youir 
Highnefs's  favour  through  their  mediation  ?  Indeed  we  confefi  our* 
fclves  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  what  motives  could  induce  them  to  decline 
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the  office  of  mediator  between  your  Highnefs  and  the  Rajah,  at  a  time 
when  their  friendly  interpofition  might  have  prevented  the  horrors  of 
war,  and  more  efpecially  as  they  were  compelled  by  folemn  ftipulation 
to  guaranty  the  treaty  of  1762. 

As  Lord  Pigot  is  perfe&ly  acquainted  with  our  fentiments  refpeft- 
ing  the  proceedings  of  our  fervants,  and  inflru&ed  by  us  to  reftore 
good  .government,  and  introduce  a  regular  fyftem  for  the  management 
of  our  affairs  in  general,  we  fhall  not  at  this  time  trouble  your  High- 
nefs with  further  remarks  thereon.  We  are  convinced  that  all  poffi- 
ble  attention  will  be  given  by  his  Lordfhip  and  Council  to  the  intereft 
of  your  Highnefs  and  the  Company,  and  confequently  to  the  welfare 
of  the  Carnatic  -,  and  we  reft  fatisfied  that  your  Highnefs  will  cordi- 
ally unite  with  our  fervants,  and  readily  concur  in  every  meafure 
which  fhall  be  adopted  towards  the  completion  of  thefe  juft  and  ho- 
nourable purpofes. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  addrefs  to  your  Highnefs,  without  renew- 
ing our  felicitations  in  behalf  of  your  private  European  creditors. 
Their  diftrefs,  we  are  informed,  is  very  great,  and  it  is  faid  to  be  ow- 
ing to  their  property  being  in  your  hands.  We  mention  this  circum- 
ftance  as  the  moft  powerful  argument  to  induce  you  to  make  fpeedy 
provifion  for  the  payment  of  what  fhall  be  found  juftly  due  to  them. 
We  entertain  no  doubts  of  your  honour  in  this  refpedt,-  but  as  the 
neceffities  of  many  individuals  may  not  be  fully  known  to  your  High- 
nefs, we  embrace  the  prefent  opportunity  of  acquainting  you  there- 
with, and  of  requefting  that  they  may  become  the  objefts  of  your 
immediate  attention;  and  as  we  are  now  pleading  the  caufe  of  Britifh 
fubjefts  fuffering  inconvenience  on  your  account,  we  apply  to  your 
juftice  in  their  favour,  and  flatter  ourfelves  we  cannot  be  uhfuccefsful 
in  fuch  an  application. 

It  is  our  earneft  wifh,  that  the  friendfhip  fubfifting  between  your 
Highnefs  and  the  Englifh  Eaft-India  Company  may  be  daily  ftrength- 

enedi 
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encJ;  that  the  honours  of  your  illuftrious  Houfe  may  be  increafed; 
and  that  your  Highnefs  may  long  enjoy  the  happinefs  of  feeing  your 
country  flourilh  in  peace  and  plenty,  and  your  fubje&s  happy  in  the. 
prote&ion  they  receive  from  your  aufpicious  government* 

*  In  teftimorry  of  the  fincerity  of  our  attachment  to  your  perfbn  and: 
family,  we  have  hereunto  fet  our  great  feal,  in  the  city  of  London*, 
this  1 2th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1775.  (L.  SJ)> 


Sort  St.  George,  nth  December,  1775^ 


At  a  Confultation>, 


P    R    E    S    E    N    T; 

The-Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefident. 


George  Strattoa. 
George  Dawlbn 
Claud  Ruffell 
J'.'M.  Stone 
Francis  Jourdan 


Gen.  Sir  Robert  Fletcher. 
Henry  Brooke 
A.  Dalrymple 
Archdale  Palmer 
George  Mackay. 


THE  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot  having  received  charge  of 
this  government,  now  takes  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  office,  and  af- 
terwards adminifters  them  to  Mr.  Ruflell  and  Mr.  Dalrymple,  who. 
then  take  their  feats  at  the  Board. 

The  general .  and  feparate  letters  from  the  Honourable  Court  of 
Direftors,  dated  the  12th  April  laft,  and  received  hy  the  Grenville, 
arc  now  read. 


Mondays 
xxtbDcct. 


The  Rt.  Hon- 
Lord  Pigot, . 
and    Meflrs. . 
Ruffe!  I  and 
Dalrymple 
take    their 
feats   at   the 
Board. 

General  nnd 
feparate  let- 
ter from  Eu- 
gland    per 
GrenviUe* . 


2 


The 


M tntttc  en 
the  orders  re- 
fpe&ingTan- 
jore. 
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The  orders  From  the  Company  in  their  feparate  letter  refpe£fcing 
Tanjore  being  of  a  very  particular  nature,  the  Board  are  of  opinion, 
that  great  caution  and  delicacy  will  be  required  in  communicating 
them  to  the  Nabob ;  for  although  they  do  not  apprehend  that  he  will 
be  fo  imprudent  as  to  oppofe  the  execution  of  them,  yet  if  he  can  be 
-made  thoroughly  fenfibk  of  the  neceflity  of  an  abfolute  compliance 
on  his  part,  it  is  probable  he  may  then  be  induced  to  requeft  himfelf 
that  the  orders  of  the  Company  may  be  put  in  force.     This  is  the  ul- 
timate point  to  which  the  Board  are  defirous  of  bringing  him,  as  the 
Company's  intentions  will  by  this  means  be  happily  fulfilled,  with- 
out hurting  the  Nabob's  dignity  or  importance  in  the  eyes  of  the 
-country  powers* 


The    Prefi- 
■<3ent  to  com- 
municate the 
4am  e   to    the 
'Nabob* 


The  Prefident,  Lord  Pigot,  is  requefted  to  communicate  to  the 
Nabob  the  purport  of  the  Company's  orders,  and  to  endeavour  to 
engage  his  compliance  in  the  manner  above-mentioned. 

Pigot 

<3eo.  Stratton 
Rob.  Fletcher 
Geo.  Dawfon 
*  Henry  Brooke 

Claud  Ruffefl 

I  take  this  occaiion  to  remark,  that  my  name  ^ 

to  the  proceedings  of  Council  only  tefti-  I 

fies  that  fuch  were  the  refolutions  of  the  I  A.  Dakymple 

majority  of  the  Board,  and  does  not  imply  I 

;my  particular  aflent  to  every  matter.  •* 

J,  M,  Stone 
Archdale  Palmer 
Francis  Jourdan 
Geo,  Mackay, 


His 
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His  Highnefs  the.  Nabtib  fVaulaujauf  tec.  to  the  Honourable  the  Chairman 

and  DireEtors,  &c 

I  HAVE  received  by  the  hands  of  Lord  Pigot  your  friendly 
letter,  and  underftand  the  contents.  The  fudden  departure  of  the 
tfhip  that  carries  this  will  not  admit  of  my  writing  to  you  as  fully  as 
I  could  wifh,  and  as  I  intend  doing  at  another  opportunity ;  however 
,give  me  leave  to  affure  you  of  this,  that  my  remembrance  of  your 
paft  favour  and  friendfhip  will  jiever  be  effaced,  and  that  the  friend- 
ship I  have  always  borne  you  will  never  be  diminifhed.  I  am  there- 
fore convinced,  that  you  will  always  preferve  -a  regard  to  my  honour 
■and  to  that  of  my  family,  and  that  my  rights  and  poffeffions  will  be 
.always  fecured  by  your  afliftance  and  fupport. 

I  pray  to  God  Almighty  to  give  you  long  lifc^  and  every  blefling 

that  this  world  can  afford. 

What  can  I  iky  more  ? 
Given  at  Chipautc, 

December  14th,  1775* 

ExtraS  of  a  Letter  from  th*  Trejident  and  Council  of  Tort  St.  George  to  the 
Court  ofDirettors,  dated  the  14th  December,  1775. 

S  O  early  after  the  receipt  of  your  commands  of  the  1 2th  of  April 

by  the  Grenville  your  honours  cannot  expeft  to  hear  much  from  us  1 

we  have  however  the  fatisfa&ion  to  tell  you,   that  the  Nabob  with 

his  whole  family  are  at  prefent  here,  and  we  learn  from  your  Prefident, 

that  he  Jias  given  him  the  ftrongeft  affurances  that  he  will  be  guided 

by  his  advice  upon  all  occafions  $  we  truft  therefore  your  wifhes  will 

be  completed  in  a  fhort  time,   the   Nabob   feeing  that   his   whole 

truft  and  confidence  mufl:  be  placed  in  you,  and  you  only.     The 

King  of  Tanjore  is  with  his  family  in  Tanjore,  there  is  no  fear  for 

his  fafety,  and  a  little  time  will,  we  hope,  point  out  to  the  Nabob, 

that  your  orders  may  be  complied  with  at  his  own  requcft,  without 

hurting  what  he  calls  his  dignity  and  honour. 

2  Fort 


^ 


Saturday, 
soth  Dec* 


The     Prefi- 
dent  reports 
the  Nabob's 
defire  to  have 
the  orders  of 
the  Company 
relative  to 
Tanjore 
tranfmittcd 
him  in   writ- 
ing. 

Letter  to  the 
Nabob     in 
confequence, 
with  extract 
from    the 
Company's 
feparate  let- 
ter. 


(  36  ) 

Fort  St.  George,  $oth  December y  177^. 

At  a  Confutation, 

PRESENT,. 
The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot^  Governor,  Prefident.. 


George  Stratton 
George  Dawfon- 
Claud  RuflelF 
John  Maxwell  Stone 
Francis  Jourdan 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher 
Henry  Brooke 
Alexander  Dalrymple 
Archdale  Palmer 
George  Mackay.. 


The  Minutes  of  laft  Confutation  read.. 

THE  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  acquaints  the  Board,  that 
die  two  fbns  of  the  Nabob,  UmditUl  Omrah  and-  Ameer  Ul  Omrah,, 
waited  on  him  this  morning,  and  informed-  him  it  was  the  wifh  06 
their  father  that  he,  the  Prefident,  would  communicate  to  the  Nabob, 
in  writing  the  purport  of  the  orders  he  had  received  from  the  Com- 
pany relative  to  Tanjore.     The  Prefident  thinks  this  •  cannot  be  done 
in  a  more  fatisfa&ory  manner  than  by  fending  to  him  an  extradt  of 
thofe  orders  j  which  orders  being  again  read,  the  Board  concur  in  opi- 
nion with  the  Prefident,  and  he  is  accordingly  requefted  to  tranfmit. 
them  to  the  Nabob,    together  with  a  letter  which  is  now  wrote  in^ 
confequence. . 

Pigot 
Geo.  Stratton; 
Rob.  Fletcher. 
Geo.  Dawfon 
Henry  Brooke 
Claud  RufTell 
A.  Dalrymple. 
J.  M.  Stone 
Archdale  Palmer 
Francis  Jourdan 
Geo.  Mackay. 

May- 
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To  the  Nabob. 

^May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 

UNDERSTANDING  from  your  Sons  Umdit-uI-Omrah  and  Um- 
*neer-ul-Ooirah,  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  fee  this  morning,  that  it  was 
•yourwifti  I  fhould  communicate  co  you  in  writing  the  purport  of  the 
-orders  I  have  received  from  the  Company  relpefting  Tanjore,  I  think 
I  cannot  comply  with  your  requeft  in  a  more  fatisfa&qry  manner  than 
-by  giving  you  an  extrad  of  thofe  orders, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  \ 

ForrSt.  George, 

50th  Dec.  1775.  Your  Highne&a  moft  obliged  and  obedient, 

+  • 

JL  FLETCHER.* 

-Extraft  of  Fort  St.  George  Military  Con  foliations,  %%d  January,  1776. 

PRESENT, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  TVefident, 
George  Stratton  Robert  Fletcher 

George  Dawfon  Henry  Brooke 

Claud  Ruffell  Alexander  Dalrymple 

John  Maxwell  Stone  Archdale  Palmer 

Francis  Jourdan  George  Mackay. 

THE  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  acquaints  tTie  Board,  that 
after  the  many  converfations  with  the  Nabob,  which  he  has  from  time 
to  time  communicated,  and  after  having  repeatedly  aflured  his  High- 
nefs, that  "It  was  impojfrbk  to  accept  of  his  offer*  that  the  Company's 

*  This  Letter  appears  in  the  Country' Correfpondence  fi'gned  R.  Fletcher,  but  it  is 
firppofed  thefigdature  mtrft  have~bcen  a  tniftakein  the  Transcriber,  and  that  the  Letter 
Jhould  have  been  figned  Pigvt,  .  . .    ! 

K  "  troop* 
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troops  fliould  garrifbn  Tanjore,  under  airy  conditions  which  might  be  cc*#~ 
firued  to  imply  apremife  on  our  part  that  the  country  Ihould  remain  under 
the  Nabob's  management,  although  his  Highnefs  might  rely  on  the 
f<  utmoft  attention  being  paid  to  his,  rntereft*  fo  far  as  was  confident 
"  with  the  orders  of  our  Honourable  Matters/'  he,  the  Prcfident,. 
had  this  morning  received  a.  letter,  which  he  was  taught  to  believe 
contained  the  Nabob's  aflent  to  conform  to  the  pieafure  of  the  Court 
of  Direfters  i  but  this  letter  being  very  long,,  and  as„  from  tht  curfoiy 
explanation  of  Mr..  Chambers  the  tranflator,  the  Prefident  apprehends 
the  letter  contained  ftipulations  inconfiftent  with  the  Company's  or- 
ders, he  wifhed  therefore  to  have  another  opportunity  of  converting, 
with  the  Nabob*  whea  he  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the-  liib- 
ftance  of  this  letter,  and  would  for  that  purpofe  fee  him  a&  loon  as 
the  letter  was  translated.  But  in  the  mean  time,  that  no  delay  may 
be  occasioned,  k  is  refolved>  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  James*  com- 
manding at  Trichinopoly*  be  directed  ta  order  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harper,  with  the  European  battalion,  the  company  of  artillery,  and 
one  battalion  of  Seapoys,  to  hold  themfelves.  in  readinefs  to  take  the 
field.  Orders  to  be  iffued  to  the-Paymafter  at  Trichinopoly  to  pro- 
vide all  things  neceflary,  but  to  be-  informed,  that  the  troops  are  not 
to  be  put  oa  hatta  weft,  they  are  a&ually  under,  orders  to  march*. 


ExtraB  ofFfat  SK  Gjwgy >  Mlitory  Gtefellatimsy  zjf  January,  177&. 
to  LUuttnant-Cbknel  Edwar&JjmeSy.  commanding  at  Tsickinopolfr 

S  I  R, 

Y  OU  will,  on  the  receipt  hereof  tfireft  Eicutenant--CoIbiiet  Har^ 
f  er>  with  the  European  battalion,  the  company  of  artillery*  and  one 
battalion  of  Seqpoys,  tf  IppJ^L  tiieicielve*.  ia  xeadinda  to  take  the 
Held. 

The 


rx 
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The  Paymaffer  is  now  dire&ed  to  provide  all  things  neceflary#, 
but  the  troops  are  not  to  be  put  on  batta  until  they  are  adtually  unden 
orders  to -march. 

We  are,  Sir,, 

Fort  St.  George,.  Tour  moil  obedient  fervants, 

23d  January,  1776^ 

PLGOTY&c.  Council^ 


To  Mr..  William  Wynch+  Pqymajler  at  Tricbinoppty^ 


S  I  R, 


order  Being  this  day  fent-to  Lieutenant-Colonel  James,  direflE^- 
igg  Lieutenant-Colonel .  Harper,  with;  the.  European*  battalion,  the- 
company  of  artillery,- and%oi*e  battalionof  Seapoy$*:  to  hold  themfelves-; 
in  readinefs  to  take  the  field;  you  are  hereby  dire&ed  to  provide  all] 
things  neceffary,  but  the  troops  are  not  to  be  put  on  batta  until  thfey/ 
arc  actually  under,  orders  to  march*. 

T  am,  ,Sir$, 

F6ft  Su  George,.,  Your?  moft  obedient  Tehran*; 

^jdjjmuary,  1776*. 

Rt.JJ.SULItfAltt. 


Ram  the.  Ndbbb.     Received  23^  January,  j  77 6* . 

Tow  fetter, .  witif  the  extraft'  of  "the  Company's  orders  which'  theyv 
fiave  given  you  on-  the  fubjeft :of  Tanjore,  1  have  received,  and  ami 
convinced2  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Company,  at  the  time  of  giving;; 
Ibeh  orders,  were  totally  unacquainted  with  the  circumfbtnees  ,of  af- 
fairs here,  the  juftj^cafon^fortthe  taking  of  Tai^ore,  ..and  my  rights ;  • 

and: 
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rand,  that  they  have  heard  groundlefs  and  con tradiftory.  reports,  or  they 

\ would  never  have  given  their  fervants  fuch  an  order  as  this.  I  have 
apprehended  that  people  in  Europe  have  reprefented  the  taking  of 
Tanjore  as  an  injuftiee  of  mine,  as  though  my  fon  and  I  had  com- 

-  mitted  an  aft  of  oppreflion  upon  Tuljaujee,  &c.  but  as  you  are  a  well- 
wifher  to  the  Company,  and  an  old  friend  of  mine,  I  defire  of  you  as  a 
particular  favour,  that  you  will  oblige  me  by  examining  thoroughly- the 
groundlefs  reports  you  have  heard  in  Europe ;  and  as-the  gentlemen- of 
the  Company  have  not  received  proper  and  clear  accounts  of  this  matter, 
it   is  therefore  neceflary  that  I  write  fomewhat  of  the  circumftances 

.that. relate  to  it  for  their  information. 

The  mi'fconduft  of  Tuljaujee,  the  connexions  I  found  he  was  forming 
with  the  French,  the  Dutch,  the  Danes,  Hyder  Aly  Cawn,  and 
others;  his  felling  and  mortgaging  certain  dependencies  of  Tanjore  to 
.other  European  nations  ;  his  foliciting  from  them  fuccours  of  tr6ops 
and  military  ftores ;  his  employing  great  fums  of  money,  and  a  Vac- 
keel,  to  call  in  a  Maratta  force  to  difturb  and  lay.wafte  the  Carnatic ; 
histftirring  up  other  neighbouring  powers  to  a  war;  his  fupplying  Hy- 
der Aly  Cawn  with  money,  grain,  &c.  when  he  entered  with  a  de- 
fign  of  ruining  the  Carnatic;  his  invading  the  countries  of  Marawar 
and  Nalcottah,  both  tributary  to  me,  notwithftanding  mine  and  the  Go- 
vernor ^nd  Council's  remonftrances ;  his  taking  from  them  money,jewels, 
elephants,  horfes,  cannon,  &c.  and  his  with-holding  the  tribute  from 
.me,  which., the  Company  themfelves  took  notice  of  in  their  orders 
from  Europe  :  All  thefe  points,  out  of  the  regard  to  the  tranquillity  of 
the  Carnatic,  I  found  it  neceflary  to  reprefent  at  large  to  former  Go- 
vernors. 

Ever  fince  my  firft  connexion  with  the. Company  my.aflairs  iiavc 
been  .carried  on  by  the  mediation  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  and 
ftill  continue  in  the  fame  channel ;  nor  have  I  ever  •  considered  the 
Company  and  the  Governor  and  Council  as  diftindt  from  each  other. 
Accordingly  that  fame  Mr.  Dupre,  who,  in  the  year  1362,  went  te 
'  v  conclude 
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conclude  a  peace  with  and  fettle  the  bufinefs  of  Tanjore  j  who  went 
afterwards  to  Europe  and  became  a  Diredkor,    and  who  Was  after- 
wards appointed  to  the  government  of  Madras ;  who  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  inclinations  and  fentiments  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Company,  and  of  whom  indeed  they  themfelves  wrote  me,  in  their's 
of  the  17  th  of  March,  1769,  that  they  had  a  full  dependence  upon  his 
judgment,  and  whofe  meafures  they  approved  after  he  went  to  Eu- 
rope;   he,  in  the  year  177 1,  having  conceived  that  the  conduft  of 
Tuljaujec  was  contrary  to  the  peace  of  1762,  injurious  to  the  interefts 
and  honour  of  the  Company  and  me,  and  prejudicial  to  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  the  Carnatic  and  the  Company's  Jaghire,  as  well  as  to 
their  trade,  did,  with  the  advice  of  the  prefent  Governor- General,  Mr. 
Haftings,  who  was  then  fecond  in  Council  at  Madras,  and  all  the  reft 
of  the  Board,  together  with  that  of  his  Majefty's  Minifter  Plenipotenti- 
ary, order  the  Company's  forces  away  with  mine,  in  order  to  take  the  fort 
and  country  of  Tanjore,  and  deliver  it  to  me ;  he  alfo  wrote  me  of  an 
order  the  Company  had  given  to  afflft  me,  in  a  letter  dated  25th  of 
September,  177 1;  and  of  all  thefe  papers  the  Company  have  had  co- 
pies.    As,  however,  Tuljaujee  returned  for  that  time  to  his  former 
obedience  to  me,  and  agreed  to  pay  his  pefhcufh,  and  refrain  from  fuch 
condudt  as  he  had  before  been  guilty  of,  to  which  purport  he  gave  me 
an  engagement  tinder  his  feal,  I  thought  it  proper  to  recal  the  forces, 
notwithftanding  that  I  might  then  have  taken  his  fort,  and  that  this  was 
the  defire  of  the  Governor  and  Council.     But  Tuljaujee,  fo  far  from 
adhering  any  time  to  his  obedience  or  engagements,  began  again  to 
difcover  his  former  mode  of  proceeding;  to  wit :  As  foon  as  ever  my 
forces,  and  thofe  of  the  Company,  were  withdrawn  to  Trichinopoly, 
(the  peace  having  been  concluded  on  the  of  17       ) 

he,  by  a  large  fiim  of  money,  called  in  to  his  affiftance  a  body  of  20,000* 
horfe  from  the  army  of  Trimbec  Row,  who  was  then  with  40,000  in 
the  country  bf  Hyder  Aly  Cawn ;  and  accordingly  Trimbec  Row 
with  that  force  crofted  the  pafles,  and  plundered  my  diftrifts  as  far  as* 
Calafpawk :  him,  however,  by  means  of  a  confiderable  fum,  I  pre-' 
vailed  upon  to  leave  my  country.     The  Rajah  alfo  requelted  fuc- 

L  cour 
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cour  of  the  Dutch,  who  promifed  to  aflift  him>  as  the  Governor-Gene-* 
ral's  letter  of  Batavia  to  me,  26th  of  July>  177 1,  on  that  fubjeft, 
teftifies ;  fo  that  I  reprefented  his  bad  condudt  to  Governor  Wynch  in 
mine  of  i&th  of  June*  1773-  Accordingly  he,  General  Smith* 
and  the  reft  of  the  Council,  confidered  the  taking  of  the  place  as  a  mea- 
lureofthe  utmoft  importance,  and  abfolutely  neceffary>  and  of  courfe 
fent  the  Company's  troops  with  mine  a  fecond  time.  By  the  favour  of 
Heaven  the  fort  and  country  fell  into  my  hands,  and  Tuljaujee  conti- 
nues to  live  in  his  own  houfe,  as  he  always  did,  and  has  the  utmoft  at- 
tention and  re  fpeft  paid  to  him;  his  family  too  are  all  in  the  fame 
places  they  formerly  inhabited,  nor  has  there  the  fmalleft  variation 
taken  place  in  the  manner  of  living  of  either  him  or  his  family. 

There  was  alio  another  motive  for  the  feizure  of  that  place ;  I  m*ar> 
the  prevention  of  all  internal  di  ft  urban  ces  in  the  Carnatic,  agreeable  to 
the  defire  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Company,  exprefled  in  their's  of 
the  4th  of  March,  1767,  which  by  this  meafure  has  been  effected  ;. 
otherwife  what  troubles  and  difafters  might  there  not  have  arifen  by 
this  time  ?  for  the  Tanjpre  country  is  fo  fituated  in  the  midft  of  this* 
that  no  injury  can  reach  it  until  the  greateft  ravages  £hali  have  beea 
committed  in  the  Carnatic* 

It  is  now  five  years  fince  Governor  Dupre  gave  orders  for  the  taking 
of  Tanjore,  and  fent  the  Company's  troops  on  that  fervice;  and  it  is  the 
third  year  fince  it  actually  fell :  this  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Company 
have  been  acquainted  with,  and  have  been  Client.  Now  considering 
the  immenfe  expenfes  I  have  in  this  time  incurred*  by  redeeming  the 
diftri&s  Tutjaujce  had  fold  for  an  immenfe  fum  to  other  European 
nations,  at  the  price  they  required;  in  difebarging  his  other  debts*  and 
paying  large  arrears  to  his  troops ;  in  defraying  the  expenfes  of  my  own 
and  Company's  forces,  and  in  giving  a  confutable  fum  to  the  Ma* 
ratta  to  prevent  his  invading  the  country ;  alfo  the  great  debts  1  have 
contracted  from  the  Englifh  gentlemen,  who  have  affifted  me  with  mo- 
ney for  the  expedition*  and  the  immenfe  fums  I  have  taken  up  of  the 
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country  people  to  put  the  country  in  a  flourishing  condition,  to  repair 
the  watercourfes  and  banks,  and  for  the  rebuilding  the  fortifications 
of  Tanjore,  under  the  infpedtionof  Major  Stephens,  the  Company's  En- 
gineer. I  have  diftributed  to  a  confiderable  amount  amongft  the  huf- 
bandmen,  to  enable  them  to  buy  oxen  for  the  plough,  and  paddy-feed 
to  fow,  and  have  taken  up  paddy-feed  in  my  own  name  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  diftributed  it  gratis,  fo  that  the  cultivation  exceeds  much  what 
it  was  in  Tuljaujee's  time.  Confidering  too,  that  merely  on  the  Strength 
of  the  revenues  of  Tanjore,  I  have  taken  upon  me  theexpenfe  of  the 
three  battalions  of  Seapoys,  and  paid  their  arrears,  amounting  to  two 
Lacks  and  fixty  odd  thoufand  Pagodas,  which  I  was  formerly  unable  to 
do;  that,  as  a  reward  for  the  fervices  of  the  troops,  I  iflbed  fo 
bountiful  a  largefs,  and  have  had  fo  many  other  expenfes  to  defray 
in  both  expeditions  for  military  ftore*,  and  for  the  fupport  of  the 
Zemindars  and  Cooleries  who  accompanied  the  army  with  fuch  nu- 
merous bodies  of  men,  all  which  would  make  too  long  a  catalogue  to 
give  a  detail  of  here  :  I  fay,  after  all  this,  I  am  aftoniflied  and  amazed, 
that  at  the  end  of  five  years  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Company  fhoulcl 
give  my  friend  fuch  an  order  as  this. 

The  concern  I  am  under  fince  the  perufal  of  thefe  orders  is  fuch  • 
as  I  am  unable  to  exprefs  in  writing ;  for  in  cafe  they  are  put  in  exe- 
cution as  they  direft,  it  is  not  my  right  alone  that  will  fuffer  injury, 
but  my  honour,  as  well  as  that  of  my  family,  and  my  affairs  in  general, 
will  be  hurt  -,  and  moreover  the  honour,  juftice,  and  interefts  of  the 
Company,  as  well  as  the  tranquillity  of  the  Carnatic,  will  be  injured 
by  it. 

The  King  of  Great-Britain  wrote  me  congratulation  on  the  fuccefs 

of  my  troops  and  thofe  of  the  Company ;  and  his  Majefty's  Minifter 

Plenipotentiary  read  that  letter  in  my  full  Durbar  before  all  prefent 

and  the  Vakeels  of  the  neighbouring  powers;  and  the  King  of  Delhy, 

together  with  all  the  Indian  and  European  Chiefs,  with  a  view  to  my 

right,  wrote  me  congratulations. 

Can 
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Can  I  imagine  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Company,  after  approving 
of,  (hould  again  difapprove  of  the  meafure;  and  what  will  people  fay  of 
this  event  ? — The  money,  that  people  have  lent  me,  in  dependence  on 
my  honour,  for  this  very  bofinefe,  and  which  I  was  under  the  neccffiry 
of  borrowing  to  carry  it  on,  the  payment  of  that  lies  upon  me,  and  my 
reimburfement  is  from  the  country  of  Tanjore.  The  Gentlemen  of  the 
Company  hare  been  alfo  prefiing  with  me  about  my  creditors. 

You  and  your  Council,  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  ftate 
of  the  affair,  will  I  hope  ferioufly  confider  what  I  have  faid.  The 
Company  in  their  orders  to  you  lay,  that  they  were  Guarantees  for  the 
Rajah  in  the  treaty  of  1762*  This  guarantee  could  only  extend  td 
Rajah  Pertaub  Sing ;  and  he  even  forfeited  his  right  to  it  by  the  hoftile 
defigns  he  fince  (hewed,  which  can  be  proved  by  his  letter?.  I  have 
formerly  often  communicated  them  to  you,  and  particularly  to  Mr. 
PaUc,  in  aktter  dated  30  O&ober,  1764. 

By  the  cuftoms  of  the  country  Rajah  Tuljaojee  cannot  be  confidered 
as  included  in  the  treaty  of  1762.  You  will  pleafe  to  confider  his  evil 
and  refra&ory  conduit,  and  his  mortgaging  and  felling  di drifts  to  Eu- 
ropeans, contrary  to  your  interefts  and  mine,  and  then  judge  whether 
taking  his  capital  from  him  was  a&ing  contrary  tojuftice  or  not,  granting 
that  the  guarantee  extended  to  him  as  it  did  to  his  father.  You  will 
pleafe  to  confidert  whether  he  forfeited  his  right  to  the  prote&ion  of 
the  treaty  or  not,  when  he  broke  through  it  himfelf. 

* 

The  Company,  in  their  letter,  dated  17  March,  1769,  to  Governor 
Dupre  and  his  Council,  fay,  "  We  think  it  highly  unjuft,  that  die 
Rajah  of  Tanjore  fhould  poflefs  a  country  fo  flourifhing  as  his  is, 
and  capable  of  bearing  fome  part  of  the  expenfes  of  our  troops, 
without  paying  any  thing  towards  its  defence  and  that  of  the  Car- 
"  natic.     We  obferve  that  the  Nabob  has  Mentioned  this  to  you  in 
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."  one  of  his  letters  entered  in  the  country  correfpondence ;  and  he  fay* 

**  in  the  fame  letter,  that  the  Zemindars  of  the  Carnatic  and  its  de- 

*c  pendencies  are  prote&ed  by  the  troops  kept  by  him.     It  is  well 

**  known  that  three  of  the  I  aft  Soubahs  of  the  Carnatic  received  from 

€g  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  feventy  or  eighty  Lacks,  and  even  a  Crore  of 

**  Rupees;  that  the  Rajah  fometimes  paid  fifty  lacks  to  former  Nabobs  > 

"  and  at  the  tira*  the  prefent  Nizam  was  defeated  by  our  army,  he 

cc  would  not  have  been  fatisfied  under  a  Crore  of  Rupees  from  the 

"  Rajah  had  he  gone  into  his  country.     We  therefore  think  it  highly 

"  proper  that  he  Ihould  be  made  to  defray  part  of  the  expenfes  in- 

"  curred  in  defence  of  his  country ;  and  we  order  you  to  give  fuch 

€t  necefiary    affcftance  to  the  Nabob  as  he  may  call  for  againft  the 

"  Rajah  of  Tanjore j  and  if  the  Rajah  then  rcfufes  to  pay  his  fhare  of 
€€  the  expenfcs,  you  may  then  follow  any  juft  means  to  obtain  it  from 

«  him." 

My  dear  Sir  1  I  have  been  long  the  Company's  friend ;  you  and  I 
have  been  intimate  for  many  years,  and  I  entertain  the  greateft  hop^j 
of  welfare  to  my  affairs  from  your  difpofition  towards  me.  Although  my 
treaty  with  the  Governor  and  Council  does  not  admit  p  Company's  gar- 
rifon  being  placed  in  Tanjore,  yet  fince  the  Company,  who  are  my  bed 
friends,  have  it  fo  much  at  heart  to  fix  a  garrilbn  there,  I  (hall  chear- 
fully  comply  with  their  regueft  on  the  f^qie  footing  as  they  hold  Tri- 
chinopoly,  that  I  am  to  pay  the  troops  garrifoned  there,  and  afford 
them  every  affiftance  in  my  power ;  I  fhall  alfo  increafe  the  allowance 
pf  the  Rajah  and  his  family. 

I  have  put  my  life  and  honour,  and  thofe  of  my  children  and  rela- 
tions, under  the  protedion  of  the  Company,  *nd  put  my  whole  truft 
upon  them,  have  fixed  my  refidence  at  Madras  •,  what  great  matter  is 
it  then  for  me  to  deliver  up  to  them  a  fort  of  brick  and  ftone  ?  But  to 
give  back  the  fort  and  country  to  Tuljaujee,  which  cao  bring  nothing 
but  difgrace  upon  me  •,  what  anfwer  can  I  poflibly  give  on  the  fubjeft  ? 
The  Company  and  1  have  received  mutual  advantages  from  each  other; 

M  by 
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t>y  their  afllft&nce  I  have  acquired  yie  power  which  uas  nr:  r.^h:,  and 
1  (hall  not  put  faith  enough  in  idle  reports  to  believe  they  ever  mean 
to  difpoffefs  me  of  that  right.  I  underftand  from  you,  that  if  I  refufe 
acknowledging  the  Company's  orders  which  you  brought  relative  to 
Tanjore,  it  will  caufedecriment  to  ntf"  affairs,  and  the  Company  will*  be 
difpleafed  with  me.  Whenever  the  Company  choofe  to  place  a  gar- 
rifon  in  the  Fort  of  Tanjore,  it  is  in  their  power;  but  I  have  only  to 
beg,  from  their  friendly  difpofition  towards  me,  that  they  willconfider 
my  right,  and  aft  asjuftice  (halldireft  them.  In  what  manner  then  can. 
they  be  difp leafed  with  me  ? 

My  dear  frfend !" — I  Kave  been  long  a  friend  of  the  Company's  ;   my- 
father's  life  was  facrificed  for  them,  and  my  riches  have  been  expended 
in  their  fervice  j  I  nowbeg*  from  their  friendfhip,  that  they- will  have 
pity  upon  an  old  man's  grey  hairs*. 

As  tfie  Cbmpany  Have  ttufted"  to- your  wifdbm  and  experience  the 
affair  of  Tanjore,  you  have  the  power  to  explain  to  them  the  bad  coi»- 
du£fc  and  evil  intentions  of  Tuljaujee;  and  the  right  I  had  to  take  his 
country  5  that  I  have  confented  to  have  a  Company's  garrifon  placed 
there,  as  at  Trichinopoly  and  other  places ;  and  that  I  (hall  allow  the 
Hajah  and  his  family  a  Writable  allowance*  and  I  (hall  give  him  to  un« 
derftaml  before  your  garrifon  is  fent  there,  that  he  muft  depend  upon 
my  favour  for  his  rcleafcmeitf  or  otherwifeif  not  in  my  power.- 

I  owe  hrge  arrears  to  my  army,  and  drafts  have*  been  iffued  on  tKe 
Tanjore  revenues  for  difcharging  large  debts  contrafted  on  that  fervice  : 
I  hope,  from  your  friendly  difpofition  to  me,  that  yoa  will"  fend  orders 
to  your  officers  not  to«  interfere  in  any  manner;  or  interrupt  my  affairs 
in  the  Tanjore  country,  till  an  anfwer  is  received  from  England  on  the 
fubjeft.  By  fending  fuch  orders  you  will  lay  aa  obligation  upon  me, 
and  I  will  admit  an  EnglHh  garrifon  in  Tanjore. 

What  more  ? 

from 
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From  the  Nabob.  . 

PH  AVE  received  your  letter,; dated  the  a5th;January.     I  Jinfwefed  . 
your*s  on  the  fubjeft  of  Tanjore  on  the  29th  Zycadee.      As  I  put  my 
wjiqle  truft  in  you  and.  the  Company,  I  hope.  that,  you  and  them, will , 
pay  a  proper,  confidei;atio<n  to  my  rights. 

What  jnore  ?* fc 


\ 
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P    R    E    S    E    N    T;\ 
The-RlghtHonourabIeljc>iTlPigot,  Governor,  Prefident.        '     Tbwfiajr^-, 

0  °  xyfix  Janua- 

George  Strattoa.  Robert  Fletcher,  .      «7».  »7»*j-. 

Gjeorge  J5awfon_  Henry  Brooke 

Cl#id  Ryflell  .  Alexander.  Dalrymple  % 

John  Maxwell  Stone :  Archdale  Palmer  . 

Francis  Jourdan  r  George  Mackajv  . 

T,H  EL  Right  Jiono.uxaJble  the  Prfefideht  acquaints  the  Board,  (hat  - 
hi  has  received  aflb  ranees  from  .the  Nabob,  that  he  .will  give  i  no  me- 
diate orders j  for  the  removal  of  all  his  troops  from  Tanjore,  except  * 
1000  Seapoys,  whoVill  remain  in  that  foi*  until  the  fame  be  garrifoned  * 
by  the  Company's  troops,  agreeably  to  the  letter  which  he  has  this 
naming  received  from  hin>>  tfxe  trajiflatioa  of  which  is  as  followeth: 


F&m  the  Nabob+\ 

I  HAVE  read,  the  Company's' orders  ferit  along  with  you,  and  I  : 
k4ye  anfwered  them  in  my  letter  of        January,  1776.     I  am  fatisfied 
te  admit  the  Company's  :gax4fqn,  into,  Tanjore,  and  you  may  order  .- 


IN 
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them  to  march  into  it  the  15th  day,  reckoning  "from  this  date,  and  I 
will  order  my  troops  to  leave  that  place. 

\What  can  I  fay  more? 
Dated  25th  Jan.  1776* 


^HE  Board  being  thoroughly  fatisfied  with  the  above  letter  frorji 
'  the  Nabob,  defire  that  the  Prefident  will  .addrefc  the  following  letter 
,  to  his  Highnefs : 


0  the  Ifabbh. 

I  AM  to  thank  your  Highnefs  for  the  -m^ik  you  have,  "by  your 
letter  of  this  day,  given  *of  your  fteady  friendfhip  for  my  employers, 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  by  xxuaspljqng  with  the  orders  I  have  re«* 
ceived  from  them  tp  put  a  garrifon  into  Tanjore ;  and  although  it 
was  impoflible  for  me  to-receive. that  place  on. any  conditions,  yet 
you  may  be  affurcd  of  every  mark  of  my  attention  to  your  intereft,  fo 
far  as  IK  all  be  confident  with,  the  Company's  orders.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be, 

Tour  Highnefs's  mod  obedient 

"  iFort  St.  George,  i-arid~moft  humble  fervant, 

45th  Jan,   1776. 

J?IGOT« 


^Extrafi 
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Extraft  of  Fort  St.  George  Military  Confutations,  Friday,  z6tb  January,  1776* 

PRESENT, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prelidenr. 

George  Stratton  Robert  Fletcher 

George  Dawfon  Henry  Brooke 

Claud  Ruflell  Alexander  Dalrymple 

John  Maxwell  Stone  Archdale  Palmer 

Francis  Jourdan  George  Mackay 

The  Minutes  of  laft  Confultation  read* 

THE  Nabob  having  acquainted  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident,. 
that  he  fhall  forthwith  remove  from  Tanjore  all  the  troops  he  has 
in  that  fort,  except  one  thoufand  Seapoys,  it  is  thought  advifeable  to 
direft  that  the  following  orders  be  ifiued. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  James*  commanding  at  Trichinopoly* 

SIR, 

THE  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  and  Council  are  plealed 
to  direft,  that,  immediately  on  receipt  hereof,  you  will  order 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper,  with  the  battalion  of  Europeans,  the 
company  of  Artillery,  and  one  battalion  and  a  half  ofSeapoys,  with 
four  field-pieces  and  (lores  in  proportion,  to  march  to  Vellum,  and 
remain  there  until  further  orders ;  half  a  battalion  being  only  deftined 
to  garrifbn  Trichinopoly  for  the  prefent- 

I  am,  Sir* 
Fort  St.  Georgey 

26th  January,   1776..  Your  moft  obedient  fervan^, 

R.  J.  SULIVAN,,  Secretary. 

N  To 
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Jo  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper. 


SI  R, 


I  AM  commanded  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  and 

Council  to  inform  you,  that  you  are  to  encamp  near  Vellum  with 

the  battalion  of  Europeans,  company  of  Artillery,  and  a  battalion 

of  Seapoys,    and  that  Captain  Godfrey  will  receive  orders    to  join 

you  with  the  battalion  under  his  command.     The  other  half  battalion 

ordered  to  march  under  your  command  is   to  garrifon  Vellum  for  the 

prefent, 

I  am,  Sir, 

Fort  St.  George,  Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

^6th  January,  1776. 

RICH*  JOSEPH  SULIVAN. 


To  Mr.  William  Wyncb,  Paymajler  at  Trichinopofy. 

S  I  R, 

YOU  are  to  accompany  the  detachment  ordered  from  Trichino- 
poly,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper,  and  to  de- 
fray all  the  expenfes  attending  the  fame,  as  well  as  the  expenfes  of 
fuch  other  troops  as  may  hereafter  be  added  to  that  command,  until 
you  fhall  receive  orders  to  the  contrary. 

Dated  in  Fort  St.  George,  this  26th  Day  of  January,    1776. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Prefident  and  Council, 

R.  J.  SULIVAN,  Secretary. 


Ta 
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To  Gfiptaln  Godfrey,  commanding  at  Vellum, 

S  I  R, 

THE  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  and  Council  are  pleafed  to 
direft,  that  when  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper  encamps  near  Vellum, 
you  will  march  out  with  your  battalion  and  put  yourfelf  under  his 
command ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper  will  order  five  companies  of 
another  battalion  to  garrifon  Vellum. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Fort  St.  George,  Your  moft  obedient  Servant, 

26th  January,  1776* 

R.  J.  SULIVAN,  Secretary. 

ExtraB  of  Fort  St.  George  Military  Confutations,  $th  February,  1776. 

27  th.  Came  in  letter  from  Col.  James,  commanding  at  Trichinopoly. 

?*o  the  Right,  Honourable  the  Lord  Pigot,  Prefident  and  Governor,  6fr. 

Council  of  Fort  St.  George. 

Right  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

LAST  night  I  was  honoured  with  your  commands  of  the  23d 
inftant,  and  haye  iffued  orders  accordingly  for  the  European  bat- . 
talion,  with   the  company  of  Artillery,  and  the  fecond  battalion  of 
Seapqys,  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  take  the  field. 

The  Honourable  Board  may  depend  on  my  vigilance  in  having 
•every  thing  in  readinefs  for  the  intended  fervice  with  as  much  ex- 
pedition as  poffible,  and  I  hope  they  will  approve  of  my  ordering 

the 
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the  Piiymafter's  people    to  fumifli   a  month's  jrovifions  for   four 
hundred  men.    I  remain  with  due  refpedt* 

Right  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs* 

Your  very  obedient  and  moil  faithful  Servant* 
Trichinopoly, 
27th  January,  1776.  EDWARD  JAMES. 


ctd.  THE  following  letter  was  this. day  difpatched  to  Lieut.  Colonel 
Harper,  together  with,  one  enclofed  from  the  Prefident  to  the  Rajalk 
of  Tanjore.. 


To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Humphry  Harper* 


S  I  R, 


HAVING  received  aflurances  from  the  Nabob,  that  he  has  givenc 
orders  for  all  his  troops  to  evacuate  the  fort  of  Tanjore,  except  the* 
number  of  one  thoufand  men,  you  are  on  the  9th  of  this  month  to 
march  with  the  detachment  under  your  command,,  and  having  pre* 
vioufly  fent  the  accompanying*  order  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
troops  in  the  fort  of  Tanjore,  to  demand  admiflion.  The  Comman- 
der in  Chief  will  give  you  the  neceflary  inftru&ions  on  this  occafionj, 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  you  are  to  relieve  the  garrifon  j  we  fhall 
therefore,  only  add,  that  you  are  to  confine  yourfelf  to  thefe  obje&s; 
alone,  the  fafety  of  the  fort,  and  the  proteftion  of  the  Rajah  and  his 
family.  Enclofed  is  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident 
to  the  Rajah,  which  you  will  deliver  with  your  own  handi  as  fbon  as, 
is  convenient,  after  you  are  in  poffeffion  of  the  fort. 

We  have  confented  that  the  Nabob's  Kelladar  lhall  remain  in  the 
town  until  further  orders,  and  you  will  therefore  fhew  him  every 
proper  attention. 

Accompanying- 
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Accompanying  we  fend  you  a  warrant  empowering  you  to  caufc 
general  courts-martial  to  be  held  in  Tanjore  and  its  dependencies. 

We  zrer  Sir, 

Fort  St.  George,  Ydur  moft  humble  Servants, 

ad  February,   1776. 

PIGOT,  &c.  Council. 

From  Lord  Pigot  to  the  King  of  Tanjore. 

THE  Englifh  Eaft-India  Company  difapproving  of  the  late  con- 
duit of  their  fervants  with  relpe£t  to  Tanjore,  have  thought  proper 
to  diretft  me  to  replace  you  upon  the  throne  of  your  anceftqrs,  upon 
certain  terms  and  conditions  to  be  agreed  upon,  for  the  mutual  bene-* 
fit  of  yourfelf  and  the  Englifh  Eaft-India  Company,  without  infring- 
ing the  rights  of  Mahomed  Ally  Cawn,  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic. 

I  have,  in  confequence  of  thefe  orders  from  my  matters,  concerted 
mcafures  with  the  Nabob  fo  as  to  carry  them  properly  into  effeft* 
and  Colonel  Harper,  who  will  deliver  you  this,  when  he  has  relieved 
the  Nabob's  troops,  will  appoint  for  your  protection  fuch  guards  as 
may  be  thought  necefiary* 

I  requeft  you  will  allow  me  a  few  days  after  hearing  that  the 
Englifh  troops  are  in  pofleflion  of  Tanjore,  before  I  fay  more  to  you 
(;han  to  allure  you,  that  1  will  ftudy  to  do  every  thing  that  is^  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  you  and  my  employers ;  and  I  hope  you  will  permit 
the  Nabob's  officers  to  continue  in  the  management  of  affairs  until 
I  have  again  the  honour  to  write  to  you. 

Fort  St.  George, 
id  February,  1776. 

ExtraR  of  Fort  St.  George  MUtary  Confultationt>  $tb  February,  1 776. 

READ  the  following  letters  from  Colonel  James,  commanding  it 
Trichinopoly,  and  Captain  Godfrey,  commanding  at  Vellum. 

o  r# 
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the  Paymaft--' 

hun^  (  *4        allii  Gwerno) ',  &t.  Council 


*"**" "    tit*""15'*' 

I  &A   in*"*1 ,b) '    m*Khcd f/*rom  thlS  S^"1*0"  y«fterday,  and  is 


''  /A***"*** r"';„}onn  You'  CoJoneI  Harped,   with  the 

fiifhc ,    hoPout ■  c0 '     Honourable  the  Prefidcnt  and  Council 
-  the  r\A,  Fif"c  ri 


troop*  n°fto  ^^Lithout  any  impediment.    I  have  the  honour  to 

reiv***1*  wlt    j^ght  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

Your  very  obedient  and  mod  faithful  fervant^ 

' Trichi#>P°ly'     ,  EDWD'   JAMES. 

Right  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

r  HEREWITH  fend  you  a  return  of  the  troops  in  the  garrifon  of 
Hfellvtn*  under  my  command*  for  the  month  of  January  laft. 

Colonel  Harper  will  be  here  to-morrow  with  his   detachment 
when  I  fliall  join  him  with  the  12th  battalion  of  Seapoys,  agreeable 
to  the  orders  of  the  Board ;  and  am,  with  the  greateft  refpeffc,, 

Right  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Vellum, 

jft  February,  177&.  RQBT-  GODFREY 

Jjctratt  of  Fort  St*  George  Military  ConfuttatTons%  i2jh  February >  1 776  •. 
i  uh-    Came  in.  letter  from.  Lieut enant-CelooeL  Harper. 

fo  the  Right  Honourable,  the  £refident  ami  Council  of  Fort  Sk  Giorge^ 

Honourable  Sir  and:  Sirs* 

I  WAS  this,  moment  honoured  with  your  letter  cfeted  the  adihftant* 
accompanied  with  the  warrant  for  holding  general  courts-martial># 

tod  the  Nabobs  order  to  the  commanding  officer  of  Tanjore  to  deliver 


/ 


(  ss  ) 

ever  tl*  chaise  of  the  faid  garrifon  to  me ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  allure 
you,  that  I  fhall  pay  particular  attention  to  your  orders  and  the  inftruc* 
tions  I  have  received  from  the  Commander  in  chief.  I  (hail  take  par- 
ticular care  to  deliver  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident's  letter  to 
the  Rajah  the  firft  opportunity,  and  fhall  pay  due  attention  to  th« 
Nabob's  Kelladar  agreeable  to  your  directions.     I  am  with  refpeA* 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 
Camp  near  VeHum,  Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

7  th  February,  1776.  H.     HARPER. 

ExtraR  of  Fort  St.  George  Military  Confutations^  vilb  February^  1776. 

PRESENT, 
The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,-  Prefident*, 


George  Stratton 
George  Dawfbn 
Claud  Ruffell 
John  Maxwell  Stone 
Francis  Jourdan- 


Robert.  Fletcher 
Henry  Brooke 
Alexander  Dalrymplc 
Archdale  Palmer 
George  Mackay 


RE  AI>  the  following  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper  r 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  and  Council  of  Fort  St..  George* 

Right  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

I  BEG  leave  to  inform  you,  that  Mahomed  Nafeph  Khan,  the  Na- 
bob's Kelladar,  and  at  prefent  the  commanding  officer  at  Tanjore,  wait- 
ed on  me  yefterday  evening,  to  whom  I  delivered  the  order  which  ac* 
companied  your's  of  the  iecond  inftant.  He  acquainted  me  that  all 
the  troops  marched  out  of  the  garrifon  that  morning,  except  one  bat- 
talion of  Seapoya.  and  three  companies  of  his  own  people,  who  always, 
attended  him ;  I  therefore  fhall*  march-  early-  m  the  morning  to  take: 
gofieflion  of  tbe  fort.    I  am,  with  the  greateft  refped*. 

Right  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs,, 

Your  moft  obedient  fenrant,\ 
H.    HA  RP  E  It. 


Camp  near  Vellum^ 
txK  Februaiy,  177&- 


Monday  t. 
1 2th  Febni*- 
aiy,  1776^ 


.1 
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The  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  recommends  to  the  Board, 
that  a  prefent  and  public  thanks  be  given  to  the  Nabob  for  the 
late  inftance  of  his  friendfhip  and  attachment  to  the  Eaft-Indu 
Company  j  and  obferves,  that  the  tircumftances  in  which  the  Rajah 
of  Tanjore  was  differed  verjr  much  from  what  was  fuppofed  in 
England,  where  it  was  imagined  the  Rajah  was  prifoner  in  Trichi- 
nopoly,  garrifoned  by  the  Company's  forces,  inftead  of  being  at 
Tanjore,  where  we  had  no  troops,  and  the  Nabob  had  a  garrifon  of 
more  than  8000  men. 

Uninittioufly  refolved  accordingly ;  and  the  warehoufe -keepers  are 
therefore  directed  to  fee  what  the  Company's  warchoufes  can  furniih 
proper  for  the  occafion. 

SLxtraSt  of  Fort  St.  George  Military  Confutations,  14$  Tebruary>  1776. 

PRESENT, 
Wednefday,  The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefident. 

14th  Februa- 
ry, xyib,  George  Stratton  Robert  Fletcher 

*  George  Dawfon  Henry  Brooke 

Claud  Ruffell  Alexander  Dalrymple 

John  Maxwell  Stone  Archdale  Palmer 

Francis  Jourdan  George  Mackay 

READ  the  following  tetter,  which  was  received  laft  night  from 
Lieutenaat^Cohmel  Harper. 

* 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prudent  and  Council  pfFort  St.  George. 

Right  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that  I  took  pofleffiori  of  the 
fort  of  Tanjore  this  morning,  and  have  quartered  the  troops  in  the 
large  and  imall  fort  in  the  beft  manner  I  could;  but  after  4II  I 
am  obliged  to  pitch  many  tents  for  want  of  quarters  to  accommodate 

.5  thc 
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the  officers,  and  thought  it  more  prudent  to  do  fo  than  to  take 
houfes  from  the  inhabitants.  There  is  remaining  in  the  fort  one 
battalion  of  the  Nabob's  Seapoys,  with  three  companies  of  the  Kella- 
dar*s  people,  the  latter  of  which  have  always  attended  him ;  in  all 
not  many  more  than  a  thoufand.  Mahomed  Nafeph  Cawn,  who  com- 
manded the  place,  delivered  every  thing  up  in  the  moft  polite 
manner. 

After  fettling  the  troops  I  waited  on  the  Rajah,  and  delivered  him 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident's  letter,  which  feemed  to  afford 
him  great  fatisfa&ion. 

I  am  with  refpeft, 

Right  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 
Tanjore, 
gfh  February,  1776.  Your  inoft  obedient  Servant* 

H.  HARPER. 

« 

ExtraS  of  Letter  from  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  to 
tbt  Court  of  Directors,  dated  14/&  of  February  y  *77<>. 

HONOURABLE, 

1 .  Your  Honours  ^ere  ad  vifed,  in  a  ftiort  letter  we  wrote  to  you  by  the 
Salifbury,  that  we  were  in  hopes  the  Nabob  would  very  Toon  after  the 
departure  of  that  (hip  put  your  troops  in  poffeflion  of  the  fort  of  Tan* 
jore,  and  in  fo  doing  enable  us  to  carry,  your  orders  by  the  Grenville 
into  full  execution.  Thefe  hopes  were  founded  upon  the  ftrong  aflu- 
ipnces  your  Prcfident  received  from  him  of  his  invariable  attachment  to 
the  Engliih  Nation,  of  the  juft  fenfe  he  had  of  the  obligations  he  owed 
to  them,  and  of  the  confidence  he  repofed  in  their  jufticc  and  honour,  by 
committing  himfelf,  his  children  and  family,  to  their  care  and  difpofalj 
having  for  thefe  ten  years  pail  lived  under  command  of  the  cannbn  of 
the  fort,  and  had  no  wi(h  ever  to  remove.  That  if  he  had  at  any  tirfoe 
been  led  to  believe  there  was  a  diftinttion  between  the  |ntereft  of  the 

P  Englifc 
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EagtHh  Nation  and  the  Inglifli  Company,  it  was  an  error  he  might  be 
rxcufed  for  having  fallen  into.  That  he  could  fay  much*  upon  this 
fubjett,  but  determined  to  be  filent,  and  to  let  his  conduit  and  aftions 
fuisfy  your  Prcfident,  that  he  was  the  fame  man  and  the  fame  friend 
to  cite  Company  he  before  had  known  him.  That  with  refpeft  to  Tan- 
jore, he  had  no  objc&ion  to  the  Company's  troops  taking  immediate 
pofleffion  of  the  fort,  being  confident  the  Company  would  make  no  in- 
fringement upon  his  rights,  or  leflen  him  rn  the  eyes  of  the  other  Indian 
powers  •  but  your  Prefident  apprehending  that  the  N^bob  hereby 
meant  he  (hould  be  left  in  pofleffion  of  the  Tanjore  country,  ae- 
qu  inted  him  that  your  orders  were  pofuive,  and  mil  ft  be  complied 
wirh:  the  Nabob  hereupon  exprcfled  a  defire,  that  the  fubftance  of 
thofe  orders  might  be  communicated  to  him  in  writing,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done. 

2.  Your  Honours  will  eafily  believe,  tha%  fo  circumflanced,  we  had 
great  faiisfe&ion  in  receiving  the  Nabob'*  order  to  his  officer  command- 
wig  in  Tanjore  to  admit  an  English  garrifon  ;  and  in  confequencc  of 
this  order,  your  troops,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harper,  took  pofleffion  of  the  fort  cf  Tarrjore  the  9th  inftant. 

3.  Your  orders  to  us  are,  that  the  Rajah  fhall  be  fet  at  liberty  -,  this 
has  been  efftfted  :  but  )our  further  orders  are,  that  his  country  fhali 
be  rtftorcd  to  him,  upon  certain  ftipularions  :  here  will  lie  fome  diffi- 
r.ulry.  The  Nabob  has  involved  himfelf  fo  much  in  debt,  that  the  pro- 
duce of  the  whole  Aicor  province,  forthefc  12  months  to  come,  will 
barely  pay  his  creditors,  if  our  intelligence  be  well  founded  ;  and  fo 
Confiderable  a  furn  as  5  I,:icks  of  Pagodas  due  to  his  troops,  which  arc 
very  numerour,  furnifhed  him  with  a  good  argument,  that  it  was  n*- 
cefTary  to  grant  aflignmems  on  the  Tanjore  country  to  a  great  amounr, 
before  the  garrifon  would  be  prevailed  upon  to  evacuate  the  fort. 

4.  This  being  the  cale,  we  nuift  make  a  virtue  of  neceffity,  and.  Ice 
it  operate  to  the  future  advantage  and  fecurity  of  your  affairs*  as  well  as 
thole  vf  the  Nabob  anaJ  K.ij^h. 

5.  We. 
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5-  We  propofe  therefore,  in  cafe  the  Nabob  will  agree  to  difband  Ma 
troop*,  and  at  no  time  hereafter  to  keep  any  but  what  are  paid  by  the 
Company,  that  we  will  intercede  with  ihe  Rajah  for  him  to  engage  to 
difchargc  the  amount  of  the  afllgnments  out  of  the  produce  of  the  Tan- 
jore  country,  at  fuch  times  as  may  be  confident  with  the  (late  thereof, 
provided  the  amount  of  thofe  alignments  (hall  not  exceed  what  we  (haU 
think  the  Tanjore  country  may  be  burthened  with.  We  hope  the 
N*bob  will  agree  to  this  proportion,  and  that  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore** 
fufferings  for  thefe  two  years  paft,  and  the  confidence  he  muft  now 
have  in  your  juftice,  will  induce  him  to  acquiefce  in  fuch  meafures  as 
we  may  recommend  to  him. 

6.  We  hope  therefore  very  fiiortly  to  be  able  to  advife  youf  Honours, 
that  there  are  no  troops  on  the  Coromandel  Coaft  but  what  are  paid 
by  your  Paycnafter,  and  commanded  by  your  Officers  ;  and  that  an 
alignment  from  the  Nabob,  with  a  part  of  the  Tanjore  revenues,  not 
exceeding  the  amount  x>f  what  the  Rajah  heretofore  pa:d  to  his  troops 
will  defray  the  whole  expenfe  of  defending  theCarnatic,  including  the 
Tanjore  country.  Yoqr  Jaghire  will  in  this  cafe  be  a  referve  in  time 
of  need*  By  this  arrangement  the  Nabob  will  grow  rich,  and  the 
Rajah  will  have  as  large  a  clear  revenue  as  he  formerly  had,  and  b& 
under  no  future  apprehenfions  of  any  attack  from  the  Nabob, 

Fort  St.  George,  We  are, 

1 4th  February,  1776.  Honorable* 

* 

Your  faithful  humble  fervants* 

Claud  Ruflell  Pigot 

A.  Dalrymple  Geo.  Stratrorf 

J.  JVL  Stone  Rob.  Fletcher 

Aichdale  Palmer  Gea  Dawfon 


Francis  Jourdan  Henry  Brooke 

Geo.  Mack  ay. 
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•  * 

Jfis  Highnefs  the  Nabob  WaUaujau>  Umrneer  ul  Hind,  Otndaht  ul  Mulk9 
i     Aufuph  ud  Donvlahy  Anwer  ui  Deen  Cawn  Bahauder,  Znphur  Jung,  Se- 
pah  Salaur,  Soubahctar  of  the  Carnatic. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Chairman  and  Direflors  of  affairs  for  the  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Eajl- Indies. 

m 

Honourable  Gentlemen, 

I  AM  happy  in  the  receipt  of  your  friendly  letter  of  the  12th 
April,  J775>  delivered  me  by  Lord  Pigot.     I  acknowledged  the  receipt 
thereof  by  my  letter  of  the  14th   December  laft,  forwarded  by  his 
X-orjdihip  in  the   Salisbury  Indiaman,    but  deferring  my  anfwer  to 
the  next  opportunity,     I  now  trouble  you  my  friends  with  that  anfwer, 
explaining  in  fome  meafure  my  fituation.   "  You  write  me,  that  when 
you  obferved  that  your  fervants  refufed  to  liften  to  the  applications 
of  the  Rajah,  when  he  was  folieitous  of  being  reftored  to  my  favour 
through  their  mediation,  that  indeed  you  confefs  yourfelves  at  a  loft 
f€  to  conceive  what  motives  could  induce  them  to  decline  the  office 
cc  of  mediator  between  me  and  the  Rajah,  at  a  time  when  their  friend- 
cc  ly  interpofition  might  have  prevented  the  horrors  of  war,  and  more 
"  efpecially  as  they  were  compelled  by  folemn  ftipulation  to  guaran- 
cc  ty  the  treaty  of  1762.    That  as  Lx>rd  Pigot  was  perfectly  acquaint- 
cc  ed  with  your  fentiments  refpefting  the  proceedings  of  your  fervants, 
u  and  inftrufted  by  you  to  reftore  good  government,  and  introduce 
"  a  regular  fyftem  for  the  management  of  your  affairs  in  general,  you 
€€  would  no.t  at  this  time  trouble  me  with  further  remarks  thereon. 
u  That  you  are  convinced  that  all  poflible  attention  will  be  given  by 
"  his  Lordfhip  and  Council  to  my  intereft  and  the  Company's,  and 
"  confequently  to  the  welfare  of  the  Carnatic ;  and  that  you  reft  fa- 
•*  tisfied  that  I  will  cordially  unite  with  your  fervants,  and  readily 
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a  concur  in  every  meafure  which  (hall  be  adopted  towards  the  eo»- 
"  pletion  of  thefe  juft  and  honourable  purpofes." 

Lord  Pigot  fent  me  in  writing  an  extraft  of  the  order  you  gaVc 
him  relative  to  Tanjore.  From  the  commencement  of  my  connexion 
with  the  Company  my  bufinefe  has  been  tranfaded  with  the  Governor 
and  Council,  and  I  have  regarded  their  words  and  writing  as  yow^s, 
and  they  have  correfponded  with  me  under  the  Company's  feal,  and 
they  have  written  to  me  in  their  letter  of  the  24th  of  May,  1775,  that 
they  are  reprefentatives  of  the  nation. 

Though  your  two  late  Governors  and  Council  by  ydnr  pofitive  or- 
ders gave  me  their  affiftance  fully  in  regard  to  Tanjore  for  feveral 
years  paft,  yet  your  prefent  Governor  has  brought  a  frefh  order  lately 
from  you  entirely  contrary  to  the  former  ones :  this  perplexes  me. 
How  am  I  to  depend  on  the  aflurances  of  your  reprefentatives  ?  I  am 
the  firft  friend  to  the  Englifh  Nation  and  the  Company,  and  I  have 
(pent  the  beft  part  of  my  days  in  their  friendfhip. 

In  all  times  of  prosperity  and  adverfity>  and  in  the  battles  with  the 
Company's  enemies,.  I  have  been  joined  with  the  EngUfh  Nation,  and  I 
did  not  hefitate  in  offering  my  life  a&d  fortune  and  in  facrifiting  my 
fons  in  their  fervice ;  and  J  have  always  ufed  my  beft  endeavours  to 
add  to.  the-  honour^  pjxrfperity,  and  advantage  of  the  Cotaipany:  I 
hold  the  friendfhip  of  the  Company  in  iuch  eftcem,  and  place  my  depen- 
dence fo  ftrongty  on  it,  that  I  never  think  any  thing  too  dear  or  too 
good  for  the  fuppert  of  it. 

During  my  long  attachment  to  the  Company  our  interefts  have  been 
to  clofely  united,  that  what  prejudiced  the  one  nrraft  prejudice  the 
other.  All  the  power  by  which  the  former  Subahdars  of  the  Camatic 
punifhed  their  enemies,  Jemmadars,  Polygars,  and  the  rebellious  in- 
habitants and  difturbers,  and  reduced  them  to  obedience,  is  fupplied  to 
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me  by  the  friendftiip  and  afliftance  of  the  Company  and  the  Engliih 
Nation  -,  for  they  have  firmly  promifed  to  aflift  me  in  preferving  tran- 
quillity in  my  country,  and  to  regard  my  enemies  as  their  own,  I  en- 
tirely depend  upon  this,  and  am  therefore  entitled  to  explain  it  to  you, 
who  are  my  afliftants  and  friendly  prote&ors,  as  well  as  any  matters 
which  are  prejudicial  to  my  government,  honour,  and  the  tranquillity 
of  my  country;  therefore  I  hope  you  will,  through  your  juftice  and 
candour,  take  fuch  meafures  as  may  fccure  my  honour  and  reftrain  my 
enemies,  for  I  am  your  true  friend  and  invariable  wellwifher,  and  I  re- 
gard your  friendlhip  and  favour  as  the  treafure  of  my  life. 

You,  Gentlemen,  are  good  judges  of  bufinefs  in  your  part  of  the 
world,  but  you  cannot  have  fo  thorough  an  acquaintance  with  mat- 
ters here  as  I  have ;  therefore  it  is  neceflary  for  me  to  give  you  my" 
opinion  of  the  meafures  which  appear  moft  proper  to  be  purfued  for 
the  tranquillity  of  the  Carnatic,  and  to  reprefs  our  mutual  enemies> 
which  I  know  to  be  your  wifh. 

In  my  letter  of  the  17th  of  July,  1762,  I  wrote  to  your  Governor 
*nd  Council  a  ftate  of  affairs  from  the  time  that  the  anceftors  of  Tul- 
jaujee  rebellioufly  poflefled  themfelves  of  the  Tanjore  country,  A 
copy  of  that  letter  I  enclofe  for  your  perufaL 

During  the  Subahdaree  of  Zulphutkar  Cawn,  Subahdar  of  the  Car- 
natic, Tuljaujee's  anceftors  having  given  hrm  an  obligation  in  writing 
for  the  payment  of  thirty  Lacks  of  Rupees  yearly,  and  for  remaining 
under  his  command  as  his  fervants,  the  country  was  again  put  under 
their  management* 

During  the  Subahtfeiree  of  Daoud  Cawn  and  Satullah  Cawn  they 
preferved  their  obedience,  and  befides  fuch  tribute  as  was  demanded: 
of.  them  they  gave  frequent  prefents  of  large  fums  of  money. 

During 
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During  the  Subahdaree  of  Aly  Doft  Cawn  the  Zemindars  of  Tri- 
chinopoly  and  Tanjore  became  a  little  difobedient,  and  he  fent  his 
Ion  Subter  Aly  Cawn  to  reduce  them,  who  poflefled  himfelf  of  their  c 
countries,  and  appointed  Meer  Afud  Ulla  Cawn  his  deputy  in  the 
Tanjore  province,  and  Sheik  Lutf  Ulla  to  the  command  of  the  fort, 
and  allowed  a  fmall  penfion  to  Purtaub  Sing  the  father  of  Tuljaujee, 

As  Aly  Doft  Cawn  and  Subter  Aly  Cawn  were  (lain,  Sheik  Lutf 
Ulla  delivered  up  the  pofleflion  of  the  fort  to  Purtaub  Sing,  whereby 
the  Tanjore  country  remained  no  longer  in  the  management  of  the 
Subahdar  of  the  Carnatic. 

In  fbme  time  after  the  deceafed  Nizam  ul  Mulk  marched  from  the 
Pecan  at  the  head  of  a  large  army,  and  fent  a  detachment  under  the 
command  of  Cojah  Abdullah  Cawn  to  take  Tanjore  $  but  the  Vakeels 
of  Purtaub  Sing  met  him,  and  agreed  to  pay  a  tribute  of  fifty  Lacks  of  m 
Rupees.  My  deceafed  father  during  his  Subahdaree  was  often  under 
the  neceflity  of  punilhing  him,  and  he  obliged  him  to  pay  fums  of 
money,  and  took  into  his  pofleflion  Cumbeconum  and  other  countries*, 
and  appointed  his  fervant  Mortuza  Cawn  Hamildar  therd 

All  this  I  have  faithfully  related  to  you,  whereby  you  will  under- 
ftand  the  manner  in  which  the  anceftors  of  Tuljaujee  got  an  eftablifh- 
ment  in  Tanjore*  and  the  dependence  in  which  they  poflefled  it  under 
the  Subahdars  of  the  Carnatic^ 

When  I  became  Subahdar  of  the  Carnatie  Purtaub  Sing  was  obedient 
to  me  and  under  my  command,,  and  his  troops  were  employed  in  my  fer- 
vice.  Seeing  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Company  and  the  Englifh  Na- 
tion are  my  firm  friends  and  affiftants,  I  thought  that  my  authority  in 
taking  tribute  from  the  Zemindar  of  Tanjore  would  have  been  greater 
than  that  of  former  Subahdars ;  but  during  the  wars  of  the  French  and 
others,  he  feized  the  opportunity  of  freeing  himfelf  from  the  payment 
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of  any  tribute,  and  enjoyed  himfelf  at  his  eallb.  Seeing  that  my  coun- 
try was  dtfftroyed,  and  the  expenfe  of  fupporting  the  war  with  the 
French  and  others  fell  upon  me,  he  fhould  have  contributed  his  (hare, 
as  he  had  done  in  the  time  of  former  Subahdars. 

After  the  reduction  of  Pondicherry  ths  tribute  was  fettled  in  the 
year  1762,  but  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to  oblige  him  to  pay  the 
extraordinary  aids  as  former  Subahdars  had  done.     I  was  of  opinion 
that  this  arrangement  would  have  prevented  Purtaub  Sing  from  pro- 
moting difturbances,  and  would  have  determined  him  in  obedience  to 
me;  but  contrary  to  this  he  applied  to   Ifouf  Cawn  to  affift  him  ia 
deftroying  the  tranquillity  of  the  Carnatic  \  and  when  Ifouf  Cawn  be- 
came a  rebel  he  affifted  him,  by  fending  him  troops,  with  a  number  of 
Frenchmen   who  were  in  his  fervice,  and.  by  giving  him  advice  and 
every  other  encouragement.    After  Madura  was  taken,  and  Ifouf  Cawn 
killed^  Purtaub  Sing's  letter  to  him  came  into  my  hands,  of  which  I 
informed  your  Governor  and  Council  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1764,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclofe  for  your  perufal. 

After  the  death  of  Purtaub  Sing,  Tuljaujee  of  his  own  accord  be-. 
came  his  fucceffor,  and,  contrary  to  the  rules  and  cuftoms  of  this 
country,  he  negle&ed  aflcing   my  permiflion  to  the  fucceffien,  nor 
did  he  do  homage  to  me  as  was  his  duty.     The  gentlemen  of  the 
Company  know  very  well,  that  when  any  Zemindar  in  Bengal  and 
Bahar,  or  in  Chicacole,  Rajamundry,  and  other  countries,  dies,  his  fon 
cannot  fucceed  him  without  the  Company's  permiffion.     Upon  this 
fubjeft  I  beg  leave  to  recal  to  the  memory  of  my  friends  the  inftance 
of  the  Rajah  of  Banaras,  a  more  powerful  Zemindar  than  Tuljaujee, 
and  dependent  upon  the  Nabob  of  Oud  in   the   fame  manner   as 
Tuljaujee  is   on  me.     On  the  death  of  the  late  Bulwantfing,  his  fon 
Chietfing  did  not  enjoy  the  Zemindary  till  he  had  obtained  the  con- 
firmation of  it  from  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  for  which  he  paid  a  large  fum 
of  money  to  that  Nabob,  and  agreed  to  increafe  his  annual  tribute 
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tp  him.  Of  all  this  you  have  been  informed  by  the  letters  of  your 
lervants.  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  was  not,  like  me  or  my  father,  the  ancient 
friend  of  the  Company,  but  an  enemy*  who  had  been  a  few  years  be-* 
fore  in  arms  againft  them*  Therefore,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
this  country,  of  which  I  have  given  an  example,  Tuljaujee  was  not 
entitled  to  the  fuccefiion  without  my  confirmation,  nor  yet  to  tha 
protedion  of  the  guarantee,  which  was  only  for  his  father. 

When  Hyder  Aly  Cawn  invaded  the  Carnatic,  the  Governor  and 
Council  and  I  repeatedly  wrote  to  Tuljaujee  to  fend  his  troops  to 
join  our*s,  but  he  paid  not  the  leaft  attention.  A  copy  of  one  of  the 
Governor's  letters  is  endofed.  He  fhewed  no  honours  to  Mr.  Ardley, 
fecond  in  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  to  Seid  Machdoon  Aly 
Cawn,  who  were  jointly  deputed  to  him  to  require  his  affiftance ; 
end  in  thebeginning  of  the  war  with  Hyder  he  fent  only  a  few  of  his 
troops  to  join  Colonel  Wood  j  and  though  the  Colonel  repeatedly) 
wrote  to  him  to  fend  money,  for  the  fttpport  of  his  troops  he  did 
not  fend  amy;  therefore  the  Colonel  was  obliged  to  fupply  them, 
out  of  his'  own  pocket,  and  when  he  had  no  more  money  to  fupply: 
them  with  they  left  him.  Tuljaujee  yet  owes  the  money  that  the 
Colonel  advanced  to  his  troops.  Befides  all  this  he  fent  his  Vakeel 
to  Hyder,  and  formed  a .  connexion  with  him,  and  gave  Jiim  great 
affiftance,  by  fending  him  money,  elephants,  horfes,  drefles,  jewels, 
provifions,  &c.  which  enabled  him  to  ravage  the  Carnatic  at  his 
pteafure;  he  advanced  even  near  Fort'  St.  George,  and  concluded 
a  treaty  with  authority. 

I  have  enclofed  you  copies  of  Tuljaujee's  letters  to  Hyder  Aly* 
Ckwn,  in  regard  to  lending  him  money  and  other  fupplifes,   and1 
Hyder's  aniwers,  advifing  him* not  to  pay  tribute' to  me,  and  offering' 
tofupport  him,;  After  Hydei^s  war  was  at  an  end  in  this  country; 
Tuljaujee>  depending  upon  his  affiftance,  reflifed  to  pay  the  tribute,  and1 
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gave  no  attention  to  your  reprefentatives*  letters  and  mine  on  that 
fubjeft,  but,  contrary  to  all  rules  of  fubmiffion,  marched  his  army 
againft  the  Marawar  and  other  countries,  who  are  my  tributaries  and 
dependent  upon  Trichinopoly  ;  and  though  the  Governor  and  Council 
and  I  forbid  him  this  proceeding,  he  was  too  proud  and  haughty  to 
mind  us,  but  took  forcibly  from  thofe  countries  their  money,  jewels, 
and  elephants,  and  then  returned  to  Tanjore.  Although  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  and  I  wrote  to  him  to  reftore  the  things  taken 
from  the  Marawar  countries,  &c.  and  to  fubmit  to  me  and  pay  my 
tribute,  it  had  no  effeft,  but  he  prepared  for  war. 

Governor  Dupre,  who  went  to  Purtaub  Sing  at  Tanjore  in  the 
year  1762  to  fettle  the  guarantee,  was  in  his  government,  fenfible  of 
the  bad  condudt  of  the  Rajah,  and  according  to  the  advice  of 
Mr.  Haftings,  (who  was  at  that  time  fecond  in  Council  at  Fort  St. 
George,  and  in  whom  you  now  place  your  confidence,  and  have  ap- 
pointed Governor-General  to  all  your  fettlements  in  Hindoftan)  and 
other  Counfellors,  who  were  alfo  fenfible  of  his  bad  condudt  and  of 
my  rights,  thought  proper  to  affift  me  in  punilhing  him,  and  for  that 
purpofe  employed  the  Company's  troops  y  under  the  command  of 
General  Smith,  in  the  year  177 1,  according  to'your  orders  contained 
in  your  letter  of  the  17  th  March  1769  to  Governor  Dupre.  The  para- 
graph is  word  for  word  as  follows  i 
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It  appears  moft  unreasonable  to  us,  that  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore 
u  Ihould  hold  poffefEon  of  the  moft  fruitful  part  of  the  country,  which 
€€  can  alone  fupply  our  armies  with  fubfiftence,  and  not  contribute  to 
c<  the  defence  of  the  Carnatic.  We  obferve  the  Nabob  makes  very 
€€  earneft  representations  to  you  on  this  fubjedfc  in  his  letter  entered  in 
u  the  book  of  Country  Correfpondence,  wherein  he  takes  notice,  that 
u  the  Zemindars  of  the  Carnatic  have  been  fupported,  and  their  country 
u  preferved  to  them,  by  the  operations  of  our  forces  employed  in  his 
?'  cayfe  i  and  that  nothing  was  more  notorious,  than  that  three  former 
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u  Princes  of  the  Carnatic  had  received  from  the  Tanjore  Rajah  70, 
u  80,  nay  even  100  Lacks  of  Rupees  at  a  time.  That  to  the  preceding; 
u  Nizam  he  had  paid  a  contribution  of  50  Lacks;  and  the  prefent,  if  he 
had  met  with  any  fuccefs  againft  our  army,  would  not  have  been 
content  with  lefs  than  a  Crore  of  Rupees  from  this  Rajah.  How 
juft  then  does  it  appear  that  he  lhould  be  made  to  pay  fome  part  of 
€t  the  expenfe  of  thefe  meafures,  to  which  he  owes  his  fecurity  and 
4€  the  peace  of  his  country  ?  We  therefore  enjoin  you  to  give  the 
u  Nabob  fuch  fupport  in  his  pretenfions  on  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  as 
"  may  be  effe&ual ;  and  if  the  Rajah  refufes  to  contribute  a  juft  pro- 
fC  portion  to  the  expenfe  of  the  war,  you  are  then  to  purfue  fuch 
"  meafures  as  the  Nabob  may  think  confiftent  with  the  juftice  and 
"  dignity  of  his  government." 


a 
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Before  the  troops  marched  from  Madras  or  from  Trichinopofy, 
we  fent  admonitions  to  Tuljaujee,  recommending  it  to  him  to  fubmit  to 
me  and  difcharge  the  tribute ;  but  he  was  too  proud  to  attend  to  them, 
and  fent  harfli  and  difrefpe&ful'  anfwers,  and  treated  difrefpe&fully 
Seid  Machdoon  Aiy  Cawn,  my  Ambaffador,  and  ordered  him  out  of  his 
prefence  5  and  before  General  Smith  and  my  Son.  Omdat  ul  Omrah 
Bahauder  marched  from  Trichinopoly,  he  took  the  field  with  his  troops 
and  prepared  for  battle,  and  oppofed  our  srmy  at  the  diftaiice  of  three 
or  four  cofs  from  Tanjore,  and  feveral  times  cut  off  their  provifions. 
After  the  defeat  of  his  troops*  and  the  fiege  of  the  fort  was  carrying  on, 
where  many  of  the  Company's  troops  and  mine  were  killed,  Tuljaujee 
repented,  and  fent  meffages  offering  to  difcharge  the  tribute  due,  and  ta 
pay  it  in  future,  as  was  cuftomary  to  former  Subahdars,  as  alfo  the 
expenfe  of  our  army  on  the  expedition  -»  he  likewife  made  over 
fome  diftrifts  belonging  to  his"  country  till  thefe  fums  lhould  be  dif- 
charged. 

It  was  my  intention  only  to  take  tribute  from  him,  and  that  he 
fcotjld  fubmit  to  me,  that  my  country  might  enjoy  tranquillity  ;  and 
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after  he  had  entered  into  a  fo\emn  engagement  ia  writing  to  that  eflfe£k, 
I  fent  orders  to  the  army  to  n«fe  the  fiege.  On  the  i7thRajub  118$ 
Hegir*,  or  a6thof  0&obert  1771,  peace  wa«  concluded*  and  the  Com» 
pany's  troops  and  mine  returned  to  Trichiaopoly. 

Tuljaujeefoon  broke  his  agreement,  and  prevailed  on  Trimuckrow, 
a  Maratta  Chief,  (who  was  at  that  time  with  forty  thoufand  horfe  in 
Hyder  Aly  Cawn's  Country)  by  offering  him  large  fums  of  money, 
to  aflift  him  with  twenty  thoufand  horfe.  Trimuckrow  accordingly 
croffed  the  Gauts  on  the  25  th  Shavall,  1 1 85  Hegira,  or  3d  of  December 
1 77 1  >  and  his  troops  plundered  my  Country  as  far  as Callefpauk,  which 
is  but  fourteen  cofs  from  Arcot;  I  perfuaded  Trimuckrow  to  retire, 
having  fent  Seid  Hafieim  Cawn  Bahauder  my  Ambaffador  to  him,  with 
large  fums  of  money,  jewels,  elephants,  &c. 

'When  Tuljsrujee  had  nothing  further  to  expeft  from  Trimuckrow^ 
he  fent  Pandarum  to  Poonah  to  raife  troops  for  him,  and  to  bring 
him  afliftance  from  the  Maratta.  My  agent  wrote  me  from  thence, 
that  Pandarum  had  entertained  ten  thoufand  horfe,  and  that  the  mana* 
gers  at  Poonah  had  engaged  to  furnifh  ten  thoufand  more  for  hire,  and 
that  the  twenty  thoufand  were  preparing  to  march  into  the  Carnatic  to 
deflroy  it, 

Mr.  Thomas  Moflyn,  who  was  then  refident  at  Poonah  from  the 
Government  of  Bombay,  wrote  likewife  this  account  to  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  at  Fort  St,  George.  Tuljaujee  alfo  applied  for 
affiftance  to  Hyder  Aly  Cawn,  and,  without  either  my  knowledge  or 
that  of  your  reprefentatives,  fold  fome  diftri&s  of  his  country  to  the 
Dutch,  on  condition  that  they  fhould  aflift  him,  and  agreed  to  make 
•over  to  them  the  Subah  of  Manargoody  for  the  payment  of  iuch  troops 
<as  they  fhould  furnifh  him  with* 
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It  is  well  known  to  every  one  that  Tanjore  has  belonged  to  the 
Catnatic  from  the  beginning,  and  that  I  am,  by  the  bkffing  of  God, 
lawful  owner  of  that  country,  it  was  only  by  the  favour  and  affiftance 
of  youj  Gentlemen,  that  I  got  poflefllon  of  my  rights,  and  I  dm  thank- 
ful to  you  day  and  night.  This  bufinefs  was  carried  into  execution 
purfuant  to  your  orders,  and  the  approbation  of  your  reprefentatives 
and  the  Minifters  of  the  King  of  Great-Britain*  which  was  in  faft  the 
approbation  of  the  whole  nation. 

At  the  end  of  five  years  you,  Gentlemen,  have  given  orders  to  Lord 
Pigotj  that  I  fhould  return  the  fort  and  country  of  Tanjore  to  Tul- 
jaujee ;  this  has  given  me  great  affliction  ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  had 
you  received  a  £ill  account  of  this  affair,  and  a  juft  reprefentation  of  my 
rights  from  the  Governor  and  Council,  yo.u  would  not  have  given 
liich  orders  to  your  fervants.  Though  Lord  Pigot  has  brought  your 
order  fo  great  a  diftance,  mentioning  that  if  any  civil  or  military 
fervant  fhould  obftruft  the  execution  of  this  order,  or  refiife  to  give 
his  affiftance  in  it,  his  Lordfhip  fhould  difmifs  fuch  perfon  your  fer- 
vice  -,  yet  people,  to  whofe  integrity  and  juftice  the  whole  world  can 
bear  witnefs,  fay,  that  right  is  on  my  fide  *  and  even  his  Lordihip,  in 
negotiating  this  bufinefs,  feems  fenfible  of  my  rights,  but  fays  he  ha» 
got  pofitive  orders  in  his  hands,  and  cannot  avoid  obeying  them.  His 
Lordfhip  alfp  fays*  th^t  ypu  were  affured  that  Tuljaujee  was  in  the  fort 
©fTrichinopoly,  and  had  therefore  given  him  orders  that  he  fhould 
on  his  arrival  appoint  a  guard  for  the  fecurity  of  his  perfon.     I  afked 
Ids  Lordfhip  what  accounts  he  had  received  here,  and  he  told  me  that 
he  had  heard  that  Tuljaujee  was  at  Tanjore :  I  then  defired  his  Lord- 
ihip to  obferve  from  this  and  many  other  matters  how  differently  cir- 
cymftances  appeared  here  and  in  England :  his  Lordfhip  agreed  to 
.  this  obfervation*    Had  you,  Gentlemen,  given  orders  to  his  Lordfhip 
to  decide  according  to  juftice,  after  he  had  thoroughly  informed  him- 
felf  of  the  true  ftate  of  affairs  and  my  rights,  every  body  here  is  as 
1  well 
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well  convinced  as  I  am,  that  affairs  would  not  have  been  carried  on  as 
they  are  at  prefent.  From  the  firft  eftablilhment  of  the  Carnatic  Tan- 
jore  has  been  dependent  upon  it,  and  the  Zemindar  of  that  place  has 
been  always  fubjeft  to  the  Subahdar  of  the  Carnatic.  Perceiving  the 
enmity  of  Tuljaujee,  I  took  poffeflion  of  my  right  at  a  great  expenfe, 
and  through  the  favour  of  my  friends. 

This  right  my  friends  now  mention  in  their  order  to  be  but  four  Lacks 
of  Rupees  yearly,  and  they  have  determined  to  re-inftate  the  enemy  of 
the  Carnatic,  and  re-eftablifti  the  government  of  Tanjore  under  firm 
conditions,  which  tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  Company.  Is  it  juft 
or  right  that  they  Ihould  intend  to  make  conditions,  and  gain  advan- 
tage from  my  fubjeft  in  his  prefent  weak  ftate  ?  If  the  Company  have 
their  own  advantage  in  view  they  Ihould  expedt  it  from  their  old 
friends.  It  would  anfwer  their  intereft,  and  eftablifh  their  reputation 
with  the  whole  world,  as  they  would  not  infringe  the  rights  of  their 
friends,  and  might  notwithftanding  attend  to  their  own  advantage.  I  am 
aftonifhed  that  you  fhould  want  to  put  this  order  in  execution,  for  it  will 
not  only  deftroy  my  rights,  but  be  hurtful  to  the  honour  and  interefts 
of  me  and  my  family,  as  alfo  to  the  honour,  juftice,  and  intereft  of  the 
Company  and  the  Englifh  Nation,  and  will  be  prejudicial  to  the  tran- 
quillity  of  the  Carnatic  for  ever. 

His  Majefty,  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  write  me  a  letter  of  congratulation,  wherein  he  mentions  that  my 
troops  and  the  troops  of  the  Company  have  been  fuccefsful  againft  my 
fubjedt,  the  Zemindar  of  Tanjore.  This  letter  was  read  by  his  Majefty's 
Plenipotentiary  publicly  in  my  Durbar,  in  the  prefence  of  all  my 
people/and  the  Vakeels  of  the  neighbouring  powers ;  and  the  King  of 
Delhi  and  other  Kings,  and  all  the  powers  of  Hindoftan,  and  the 
Europeans  alfo,  being  convinced  of  my  rights,  wrote  me  letters  of 
-congratulation. 
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This  will  appear  from  the  letter  of  the  Governor-General  of  Batavia 
to  me  of  the  26th  July  1771*  Tuljaujee  mortgaged  to  the  Danes 
fome  other  diftridfcs,  and  fold  to  the  French  others  near  Caracoil,  with 
a  view  of  obtaining  their  affiftance;  he  feat  a  refident  to  Pondi cherry, 
and  fhewed  great  favour  to  the  Governor  of  that  place.  His  view  in 
foliciting  all  this  affiftance,  and  in  aflembling  troops,  was  to  get  pof- 
feffion  of  the  whole  Carnatic,  and  to  raife  fuch  difturbances  as  my 
friends  and  I  would  find  very  difficult  to  fupprefa. 

All  thefe  proceedings,  and  your  letter  of  the  17th  March,  1769, 
determined  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George,  in  order 
to  promote  the  tranquillity  of  the  Carnatic  and  the  rights  of  my  go- 
vernment, to  give  me  affiftance  in  taking  the  fort  and  country  of 
Tanjore  from  Tuljaujee.  He,  in  hopes  of  luccours  from  our  enemies, 
(for  the  Dutch  had  then  landed  a  thoufand  Europeans,  and  three 
thoufand  Malays  and  Seapoys,  at  Negapatnam)  delayed  acknowledg- 
ing obedience  to  us,  or  entering  into  a  negotiation  with  General 
Smith,  and  Ameer  ul  Omrah  Bahauder  my  fecond  fon,  till  the  day 
of  the  ftorm.  We  at  laft  carried  the  fort,  by  which  the  interior  dif- 
turbances of  the  Carnatic,  mentioned  by  you  in  your  letter  of  the  4th 
of  March  1767,  are  at  an  end. 

This  you  feemed  much  to  wrfli  for.  Tuljaujee  has  ever  finco  lived 
in  his  palace  in  proper  honour  and  dignity,  and  all  his  family  are  con- 
tinued wkh  him  as  formerly ;  and  there  is  no  alteration  in  his  or  his 
family's  table.  All  his  friends,  Mootafuddies,  Bramins,  Faquiers,  Pa- 
godas, Choultries,  &c.  are  kept  iap  as  during  his  government.  Froiri 
this  reprefentation,  every  circumftance  of  which  is  founded  upon  truth, 
my  beft  friends  will  fee  that  there  was  the  greateft  neceffity  for  redu- 
cing the  power  of  Tuljaujee,  and  that  what  has  been  done  has  been 
done  with  juftice,  and  for  the  good  of  the  Company  and  the  Carnatic, 
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It  is  now  fire  yearn  fince  Governor  Du^re  gave  pofifchre  orders  to 
*ak*  the  fort  of  Taigooe,  *jud  \cmployed  the  Company's  troops  for 
that  pHrpofe ;  and  it  ifi  near  three  years  that  Tanjore  has  been  taken,. 
,»s  has  been  .known  tt>  the  Company  at  home,  but  t^ey  harce  heen  fiknt 
aathat  fuhje6t.  ^ 

I  have  paid  large  fums  of  money  to  the  Europeans  of  other  nations* 
which  they  demanded  from  Tuljaujee  for  the  releafe  of  fome  diftri&s 
which  he  had  fold  to  them,  as  I  have  already  related ;  befides  I  paid 
considerable  fums  of  money  which  he  owed  to  individuals,  and  to  his. 
army,  as  alio  the  expenfe  of  the  Company's  army  and  mine  i  and  I 
have  prevented  the  Marattas  from  coming  into  this  Country*  by  buy- 
ing them  off  with  a  large  fum  of  money.  I  have  borrowed  confider- 
able  Aims  from  Englifh  Gentlemen,  who  lent  them  to  promote  the 
capture  of  Tanjore  j  I  have  befides  borrowed  from  the  people  of  the 
Country  large  fums  of  money,  which  I  expended  in  improving  it,  in 
repairing  the  water-courfes,  the  mounds*  ajid  the  fortifications,  which 
laft  was  done  by  Major  Stephens  a  Company's  Engineer/ 

J  have  made  great  advances  .to  the  inhabitants  towards  buying  bul- 
locks and  feed  grain,  and  I  have  borrowed  paddy  iced  from  the  coun- 
try people  &c.  and  given  it  to  the  inhabitants,  which  has  made  the 
Taqjore  country  flouriih  more  than  in  Tvljaujee's  time,  I  have  con- 
tented to  paying  three  additional  battalions  of  Seapoy*  out  of  the* 
revenues  of  the  Tanjore  country  only.  I  have  paid  confiderabJe  prize- 
money  to  the  army  for  their  trouble  and  fatigue  and  other  expenfes 
, for  provifionsj  &c  and  for  the  Zemindars  and  Collaries,  who  came  to 
my  affiftanoe  in  great  numbers.  It  would  be  very  tedious  to  write  all 
the  expenfes  attending  thefe  two  expeditions.  The  money  due  to 
thofe  who  lent  it  to  promote  the  capture  of  the  Tanjore  country, 
depending  upon  my  honour,  lies  upon  jn?>  and  my  m##ey  depends 
upon  the  revenues  of  that  Country. 

It 


(    73    ) 

By  this  change  in  affairs  your  jufticc  will  appear  in  an  unfavourable 
light,  and  my  rights  will  be  greatly  infringed.  I  hope  through  your 
friendship  and  affiftance  to  increafe  my  honours  and  authority ;  you 
have  always  increafed  them.  I  therefore  truft  that  you  will  fo  aft, 
that  my  charafter  and  confequence  may  not  be  leflened  in  the  eyes  of 
other  powers  -,  and  that  you  will  do  juftice  to  your  old  friend,  who  has 
fpent  his  youth  in  your  friendfhip,  and  whofe  chief  defirc  of  power  is  to. 
teftify  his  regard  to  you.     He  now  waits  in  expeftation  of  your  juftice. 

You  mention  in  your  orders  that  you  are  guarantees  to  the  treaty  of 
i?62.  That  treaty  fb  guarantied  was  with  Purtaub  Sing  only.  Even 
Purtaub  Sing,  by  his  bad  conduft  (as  appears  by  a  letter  of  his  in  my 
poffeflion)  as  I  have  before-mentioned,  did  not  merit  the  proteftion  of 
the  faid  guarantee.  You  may  befides  confider,  if  (fuppbiing  Tuljaujee 
guarantied  in  1762  as  well  as  his  father)  he  did  not  lofe  all  right  to 
fuch  guarantee  by  his  bad  conduft,  fince  he  deftroyed  the  guarantee 
by  drawing  his  fword.  1  too  have  been  guarantied  'in  my  rights  as  law- 
ful Nat>ob  of  the  Carnatic  by  the  whole  Englifti  Nation  ;  this  I  owed 
to  your  favour.  By  guarantee  I  have  always  underflood  a  proteftion 
to  a  friend  in  his  rights,  and  not  a  proteftion  to  an  enemy  againft  a 
friend* 

I  cannot  conclude  thisletter  without  requefting  that  you  will  depend 
upon  what  I  fay,  for  I  open  my  heart  to  you  in  the  greateft  fincerity.  It 
has  been  my  wifh  and  defire,  from  the  commencement  of  my  govern- 
ment, 'that  there  fliouW  beiio  other  power  in  the  country  except  your's 
and  raine^.  in  confequence  of  which,  with  great  trouble  and  expenfe, 
I  releafed  the  countries  which  Tuljaujee  had  fold  to  the  Dutch  ;  and  the 
difturbances  of  the  Tanjore  country,  which  lies  in  the  heart  of  my  do- 
minions, are  through  your  favour  at  an  end.  There  was  no  other 
road  by  which  an  enemy  could  enter  the  Carnatic  but  the  Taujorc 
country*  Your  now. re-inflating  Tuljaujee  is  juft the  fame  as  eftablifh- 
ing  the  French  in  this  country,  becaufe  when  they  bring  their  forces 
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here,  and  intend  hoftittties,  Tuljaujee  will  provide  them  with  bullocks, 
cookys,  provifions,  tec.  which  will  much  add  to  their  ftrengtlu 

Your  giving  the  revenues  of  the  Tanjore  country  into  the  hands  of 
Tuljaujee,  is  juft  furnifting  provifions,  cooleys>  &c.  to  the  French^ 
Hyder,  and  the  Marattasr  in  their  difturbances.  Should  it  remain  in  my 
hands  you  will  be  able  to  drive  any  enemy  out  of  this-  country,  and  it 
will  be  in  my  power  to  confine  them  in  getting  provifions,  cooleys,  &c» 
from  any  part* 

You  will  now.  Gentlemen,  remember,  that  I  now  foretel  what  is  to 
happen.  Though,, by  the  promifes  o£  your  representatives,  I  was  not  to 
have  a  Company's  garrifon  in  the  fort  of  Tanjore,  yet  as  I  have  been 
from  the  beginning  your  firm  friend,  and  under  obligations- to  you,  and 
as  our  friendfhip  has  been  eftabliihed  by  the  loft  of  my  father's  life*  by 
the  lofs  of  our  fortunes  and  effe&s  faved  in  a  feries  of  years,  and  by  the 
fpending  my  youth  in  your,  alliance  •,  and  further,  as.it  is  my  utmoft  wifh 
that  your  favour  and  afliflance  fhould  be  in  the  fame  manner  continued 
to  my  pofterity,  1  have  written  ta  Lord  Pigot  of  the  zzd  of  January 
Iaft,  and  3d  inftant,  and  in  the  latter  enclofed  him  an  order  to  my  re* 
prefentative  at  Tanjore  to  receive  your  garrifon  into  the  fort,  in  the 
fame  manner  as.  at  Trichinopoly,  and  enclofe  you  copies  thereof  for 
your  perufaL 

I  have  defired  Lord  Pigot  to  be  pleafed  to  write  to  you  what  he 
finds  here  to  contradict  the  reports  that  prevailed  in  England,  and  to 
reprefent  my  firm  friendfhip  to  you;  His  Lordfhip  has,  promifed  that 
he  will  do  this,  and  atfo  cecommend  me  to  you* 

As  I  am  always  your  invariable  friend*  I  humbly  beg  that  yot*  will 
be  pleafed  to  fend  orders  to  your  reprefentatives  not  to  interfere  in  my 
management  of  the  Tanjore  country*    This  favour  will  eftablifh  me 
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in  my  right*  and  I  fliall  be  eafed  from  my  heavy  burthen  of  debts.    I 
am  and  ever  will  be  thankful  for  your  favour. 

You  write  me,  that  you  have  heard  that  the  diftrefs  of  my  creditors 
is  very  great,  and  that  it  is  faid  to  be  owing  to  their  property  being 
m  my  hands ;  add  yon  mention  this  circumftance  as  the  moil  power- 
ful argument  to  induce  me  to  make  fpeedy  provifion  for  their  pay- 
ment ;  that  you  entertain  no  c^ubt  of  my  honour  in  this  refpeft,  or 
that  I  will  immediately  attend  to    this  fubjed  r   this  I  underftand. 

It  is  is  my  firffi  duty  to  dilcharge  my  debts,  to  my  creditors,  who  > 
Have  lent  their  money  depending  upon  my  honour,  and  I  am  always 
taking  meafures  for  that  purpofe*    Tuljaujee  in  the  year;  1771  pro- 
mifed  to  pay  his  arrears  of  tribute,  and  gave  a  bond  for  the  amount*  * 
which  I  affigned  to  my  creditors  j  .but  as  he  did  not  pay  me,  I  was  un* 
der  the  neceflity  of  remaining  in^their  debt; 

I  am  now  obliged  to  you  for  your  favour  in  reminding  me  of  thi&- 
affair, ., and.  by  thc.bleffing  of  God  thefe  debts  fliall  foon  be  cleared; 

What  can  I  fay  more  ?. 

Given  at  CKepauk", . 
February  1 2th, .  1 77  &, 


At 


Monday, 
19th  Febru« 
ary. 
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At  a  Confutation," 

PRESENT, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefident. 


George  Stratton 
George  Dawfon 
John  Whitehill 
Alexander  Dalrymple 
Archdale  Palmer 


General  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

'Henry  Brooke 

Claud  Ruffell 

John  Maxwell  Stone 

Trancis  Jourdan 


'George  Mackay.  4 

THE  following  letter  was  difpatched  on  the   17th   inftant  to  the 
Governor-General  and  Council  of  Bengal. 


General  let- 
ter to  Bengal 
advifing  01 
the  Com- 
pany's orders 
regarding 
Tanjore,  and 
of  the  lleps 
in  confe- 
tjuencc. 


To  the  Honourable  Warren  Hajlings,  EJq.  Governor-General,  &c.  Council 

MfFort  fVilUam. 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

WE  have  had  the  honour  to  receive/your  letters  -Of  the  jfh  .and 
nth  of  December,  and  .the  2d  and  8th  January. 

TJy  the  Grenville  Packet  to  your  Honour,  &c.  from  £he  Court  of 
Directors,  you  mud  have  been  informed  that  <we  had  their  fpecial 
orders  to  fet  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  at  liberty,  *nd  to  put  an  English 
garrifon  into  the  fort,  and  on  certain  xonditions  to  reftore  him  to  his 
government. 

The  Rajah  being  a  prifoner  in  Tanjore,  and  that  fort  garrifoned 
by  full  eight  thoufandof  the  Nabob's  troops,  it  has  taken  time  to  pre- 
vail with  the  Nabob  to  enable  us  to  comply  with  the  directions  we 

had 
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tad  received  from  .the  Company ;  and  we  hope  we  fliall  ftand  exenfedl 
for  not  having  troubled  you  upon  this  fubjed,  until  we  could  ac- 
quaint you  with  fame  degree  of  certainty  how  this  bufinefs  would 
end. 

It  is  with  the  greateft  pleafiire  that  we  now  inform  you  of  the  Com- 
pany's  troops  relieving  thofe  of  the  Nabob  in  Tanjore  the  9th 
inftant ;  and  we  enclofe  the  President's  letter  to  the  Rajah,  together 
with  his  anfwer,  received  only  this  morning*  We  are  on  very  friendly 
terms  with  the  Nabob,  who  profeffes  that  he  will  be  entirely  guided 
by  our  Prefident's  advice.  We  efteem  this  a  good  beginning,  and  fliall 
ufe  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  carry  the  further  orders  of  the  Court 
of  Dire&ors  into  execution. 

Our  employers  have  been  pleated  to  dtreflr,  that  a  committee  of  cir- 
cuit,  confifting  of  five  members  of  our  council,  fhall  vifit  the  northern 
Circars;  we  fliall  recommend  to  their  attention  the  ftate  of  the  Guntoor 
Circar,  and  hope  you  will  agree  with -us,  that  it  would  be  improper  at 
this  time  to  create  any  disturbances  in  thofe  parts. 

■ 

The  Ankerwyke,  on  which  ftiip  Mr.  Wynch  embarked,  failed  the 
15th  inftant,  and  the  Hilliborough  got  under  weigh  this  morning,  but 
the  wind  being  unfavourable,  flie  has  been  obliged  to  come  to  anchor 
again. 

We  have  the  honour  ta  bt? 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs* 

Fort  St.  George,  Your  moft  obedient  and  moffi  humble  lervantSy 

17th  Febr uar y >  1776* 

PIGOTV  &c.  Council 


V 


Read 
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letter  from  Head  letter  from  the  Rajah  of  Tanjbre,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 

*c  Rajah  of      our  p^denc's  letter  of  the  2d  inft.  exprefling  his  great  joy  and  thankfiil- 

nefs  to  the  Company  forreftoring  him  to  his  former  dignity  and  the  throne 
of  his  anceftors ;  and  declaring  that  he  (hall  chearfully  refign  his  con* 
cerns  into  the  Prelident's  hands,  and  willingly  .acquiefce  in  his  determi- 
nation. 


From  the  Rajah  of  Tan/ore  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Prejident 

And  Governor  * 

MY  LORD, 

THE  letter  which  your  Lordihip  has  honoured  me  with,  and  which 
vtzs  delivered  to  me  by  Colonel  Harper,  has  given  me  a  joy  which  no 
tongue  is  able  to  exprefc.  Overwhelmed  with  the  tranfport  of  joy,  I  am 
aSiOne  who  is  raifed  from  the  dead.  When  I  feemed  to  be  cut  from  all 
the  cheating  hopes  of  feeing  better  .days,  then  it  was  that  God  by  his 
over-ruling  Providence  turned  my  forrow  into  joy.  Your  Lordihip 
has  been  the  happy  instrument  Providence  has  made  ufe  of  to  reftore  me 
to  my  former  dignity  and  the  throne  of  my  "anceftors ;  I  fhall  therefore 
from  henceforth  look  upon  you  as  my  father,  and  venerate  you  under 
that  jnoft  amiable  cbara&er  as  long  as  X  have  1  being* 

Convinced  that  whatever  your  Lordihip  fhall  think  proper  to  de- 
termine or  regulate  will  be  to  my  real  advantage,  I  lhall  chearfully 
xefign  my  concerns  to  your  kind  hands,  and  willingly  acquiefce  in  your 
^determination. 

As  by  your  generous  regard  for  my  happinefs,  your  honourable 
name  mull  and  will  be  had  in  molt  grateful  remembrance  by  me  and 

my 
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my  family,  fo  I  hope  it  will  be  telebrated  over  the  world*    I  remain 
with  unfeigned  refpeft, 

My  Lord, 
Your  Lordlhip's  humble  and  grateful  fervam*. 


At  a  Confutation, 


PRESENT, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefidcnt* 


George  Stratton 
George  Dawfon 
Claud  Rufiell 
John  Maxwell  Stone 
Francis  Jourdan 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher 
Henry  Brooke 
Alexander  Dalrympl$ 
Archdale  Palmer 
George  Mackay 


Monday, 
iithMarcfcj 


THE  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  the 
following  letter  received  from  the  Nabob,  together  with  the  *nfwer 
had  fent  him  in  confequence* 


~ranJlation  of  a   Letter  from  his   Highnefs  to   Lord  Pigot,   dated  the 

2&th  February,    1776* 

BEFORE  the  redu&ion  -of  Tanjore  1  was  not  much  loaded  with 
^ifebt,  but  there  remained  a  litrie  due  to  my  old  creditors,  as  I  was 
-obliged  to  pay  ten  Lacks  of  Pagodas  on  account  of  Myfcre. 

On  the  firft  expedition  againft  Tanjore  my  eldeft  fon  fettled  mat- 
ters there,  and  took  agreements  for  the  payment  of  money,  which  I 
•affigned  to  my  creditors ;  but  Tuljaujee  was  totally  deficient  in  the  pay- 

6  menu 


Letter  from 
tbe  Nabob 
declining  to, 
fend  an  ac- 
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orders  on  the 
Tanjore 
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requetting-to 
wait  for  the 
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further  com* 
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merit,  whereby  they  buffered  delay.  ft>r  this  reafon,  and  the  other  ba<$ 
conduct  of  Tuljaujee,  which  I  have  mentioned  in  my  former  letters,. 
we  were  induced  to  fend  the  Company's  troops  and  mine  to  take  Tan- 
jore.  From  Arcot,  NeHore,  Trichinopoly,  Tinnevelly,  and  from  all 
my  countries,  fighting  people  were  affembled,  and  provifions,  bul- 
locks, fbeep,  &c.  in  great  quantities*  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  were: 
provided  for  this  expedition* 

In  carrying  on  this  bufinefs  I  contracted  heavy  debts,  by  railing 
troops  for  the  defence  of  the  forts  and  countries,  which  were  weakened! 
by  the  old   troops  being  drawn  from  them  to  ga  agaiaft  Tanjore  j 
by  paying  batta  to  the  army,  and  to-  thofe  whor  brought  aiSftance ;  by 
paying  prize-money  to  the  army  on  both  expeditions,  and  other  ex- 
penfes ;  and  by  paying  money  to  the  Dutch  to  releafe  the  diftridt* 
poffefled  by  them.     As  all  the  countries  belong  to  me,  I  gave  order* 
on  fuch  places  as  I  thought  proper  for  the  payment  of  the  faid  debts,, 
and  the  pay  of  the  troops,  &c.     Now  your  JLordftiip  requires  a  par- 
ticular account  of  the  orders  I  gave  on  Tanjore.     If  I  give  yon  only 
an  account  of  the  orders  on  that  country,  and  the  debts  that  fie  upo» 
me  and  my  country  for  the  two-  expeditions  againft  Tanjore,  and  the 
money  paid  to  the  Dutch  will  be  loft.     In  this  cafe  how  am  I  to*  write" 
you  only  an  account  of  the  orders  given  on  the  Tanjore  country  ?* 
Ihould  any  hindrance  happen  in  the  affairs  of  that  country,  the  cla- 
mours of  my  creditors  and  my  troops  will  be   very  loud  ;    confider- 
ing  which,  I  beg  your  Lordihip  to  excufe  me  on  this  fubjeft  (as  I* 
defired  in  my  letter  of  the  29th    Zecaud  or  nd  January   laft)  till 
you  receive  a  further  order  from  the  Company  >  I  now  again  beg  the* 
fame  favour.     I  have  chearfully  received  the  garrifon  of  my  friends  i« 
the  fort  of  Tanjore,  and  I  am  ready,  till  the  further  order*  arrive,  to 
increafe  Tuljaujee's  allowance,  and  to  pay  the  expenfe  of  the  garrifoi* 
in  any  manner  you  think  proper  and  may  write  me. 

If  Tuljaujee  had  not  obliged  me  to  undertake  thofe  two  expeditiops  - 
againft  Tanjore,  I  ihould  by  this  time  have  been  matter  of  much  tresn 

fore. 
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fure.  I  took  Tanjore,  thinking  that  my  honour,  the  'honour  of  the  King 
of  Great-Britain,  the  Company,  and  the  Englifh  Nation,  and  of  the 
Governor  and  Council,  was  concerned,  and  that  it  was  my  right  to 
take  it.  Had  I  forefeen  the  difficulties  that  attend  this  bufinefs  before 
We  took  Tanjore,  though  the  tranquillity  of  the  Carnatic  was  much 
difturbed,  and  our  intereft  fuflfer  by  it,  we  could  riot  have  had  any 
thing  to  do  with  it.  I  am  therefore  under  great  forrow  and  uneafinefs, 
and  put  myfelf  under  your  protection.  It  is  worthy  of  your  long 
friendfhip  that  you  fhould  take  by  the  hand  your  old  friend,  who  is 
finking  in  the  whirlpool,  and  give  him  proteftipn. 


To  the  Nabob. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Highnefs's  letter  of  the  26th  February,  Iri     tetter  to  Ae 
tvhich  yoir  reprefent  to  me  the  very  great  diftrefs  of  your  finances,  by     Nabob  in  re* 
the  expenfes  you  have  incurred  on  account  of  the  Tanjore  expeditions; 
turn  your  own  thoughts  towards  a  remedy.     I  can  aflure  you,  that  no 
affiftance,  which  is  confident  with  the  orders  of  toy  matters,  fliall  be 
omitted  on  my  part  to  relieve  you  from  every  diftrefs.       .  ..    ,  * 

The  orders  I'h'ave  received  from  the  Company  are,  u  To  reftore  the 
€C  cduntry  of* Tanjore  to  the  Rajah  ;"  but  fuch  has  been  my  folicitude 
to  do  every  thing  in  concert  with  your  Highnefs,  that  this  is  yet  unexe- 
cuted, notwithftanding  an  Englifh  garrifon  has  been  almoft  a  month  in 
Tanjore. 


Humanity  to  the  wretched  inhabitants,  diftrefied  beyond  meafure 
by  the  niiferable.  (late  in  which  the  country  now  remains,' without  any 
eftabliibed  government  either  of  your  Highncfs  or  the  Rajah;  juftice 
to  the  Rajah,  who  is  fcarcely  better  than  a  prifofter  ftill,  ahd  attention 
to  the  public  honour,  make  it  abfolutcly  ncceffary  to  carry  into  imme- 
diate £ftc£t  the  orders  of  tha  Company, 

X  I  muft 


*    \ 
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I  muft  therefore  beg  leave  to  repeat  giy  requeft,  that  you  will  give, 
an  order,  directed  to  all  your  Amuldars,  &c  in  the  Tanjore  country, 
to  relinquish  all  manner  of  authority  when  called  upon  by  me  fo  to 
do,  and  to  account  with  fuch  perfons  as  I  may  name  for  all  fums  col- 
lected in  the  Tanjore  country  from  the  day  I  had  the  honour  to  deliver 
the  Company's  letter  to  your  Highnefs. 

I  beg  alfo  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  give  mc  the  amount  of  the 
p'rders  you  have  given  on  the  Tanjore  country. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  Highnefs's 


Fort  St.  George, 
6th  March,  1776. 


molt  obedient  humble  Servant, 

P1GOT, 


Fricfor,  aid 
JAarco 


At  a  Coofukatioru    Pretent  as  before* 

The  Prefident  fays  before  the  Board  a  letter  he  has  received  from  the 
Nabob,  dated  the  19th  inftant,  as  entered  hereafter,  together  wkh  the 
draft  of  his  anfwer  to  that  letter,  which  meeting  with  the  approbation 
ef  the  Board*  he  is  defked  to  fend  the  lame  to  the  Nabob* 


lector  front 
the  Nabob* 
•f-gihg  hi* 
claims  to 
Tanjore,.  and 
teprefenting 
his  diftrcft  if 
the  Com- 
sany's  orders. 

Icc&e&iKed* 


From  the  Nahoh%  duttd  and  received  ityh  March*  177(5%. 

THE  letter  you  fcnr  me>  of  date  the  6th  kiftaniv  »  seply  to  mtf 
memorandum,  of  the  loth,  I  have  received,  and  undesftood  the  contests^ 
I  am  obliged  to  you  for  what  yon  exprefs  with  regard  tcvyoot  obferving 
the  diftrefis  of  tny  finances*  my  tuioing,  my  thoughts,  towards  a  remedyy. 
and  your  affording  me  every  afimaince*  that  is  confifteat  wkh  the  orders, 
of  your  maikes^  to.  relieve  axe  fkom  every  kind  of  difficulty-    If  you^ 
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« 

Sir,  in  opposition  to  the  reprefentations  and  entreaties  which  I  have 
written  to  yourfelf  and  the  Company  relative  to  the  dependencies  of 
Tanjore,  are  defirous  of  giving  it  to  the  Rajah,  to  what  remedy  {hall 
I  turn  my  thoughts  ?  Believe  me  it  has  not  been  by  a  needlefs 
expenfe  in  fuperfluous  fhow  and  parade,  that  I  have  fallen  under  the 
burthen  of  a  debt;  but  formerly,  in  the  national  wars,  in  the  ex- 
penfes  of  Madras,  and  the  taking  of  Pondicherry ;  on  occafion  of  the 
Madura  expedition,  and  the  war  with  the  Nizam,  which  happened  ix 
confequence  of  feizing  the  Circars ;  and  after  that  from  the  taking  th* 
Dewannee  of  the  Myfore  country,  the  war  waged  agpinit  it,  and  the 
defraying  the  expenfes  of  my  own  forces  as  well  as  the  Company^ 
therein  ;  and  finally  from  the  incurfion  of  Hyder  Ally  Cawn,  in  confe- 
quence of  that,  and  his  laying  wafte  my  country  according  to  his  plea> 
fure;  none  of.  which  occurrences  owed  their  rife  to  me,  as  I  have 
written  in  mine  of  the  30th  of  January,  1770.  My  falling  under  a 
penalty  of  ten  Lacks  of  Pagodas  for  the  Myfore  war  alfo  increafed  my 
debts,  and  ill  thefe  expenfes  have  been  incurred  in  order  to  affift  my 
friends.  I  am  however  happy  in  the  thought  I  have  paid  a  great  part 
of  thofe  funis,  and  but  very  little  remains.  If  the  above-mentioned 
disturbances  had  not  occurred,  I  had  not  been  incumbered  with  debts  ; 
and  as  for  that  which  I  was  under  a  neceffity  of  contracting  for  the 
taking  of  Tanjore,  it  was  with  a  view  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  Car* 
natic,  and  the  eafe  and  welfare  of  my  people  in  general.  For  other- 
wife  what  diforders  would  there  not  have  arifen  in  this  country  from  the 
ill  condudt  of  Tuljaujee,  and  his  foliciting  fuccour  fcom  the  Marattas, 
the  Dutch,  &c.  as  I  have  explained  in  my  letter  of  the  2 2d  January- 
kit,  and  in. my  memorandum  dated  the  2r6th  of  Febsuacy  *  The  Tan- 
jore  debt  I  can  eafily  difcharge,  provided  1  be  undiihitbed  in,  the  ma- 
nagement  of  the  revenues.  o£  that  country* 

You  write*  that  the  orders  you  have  received  fro «r  the  Company  are 
to  reftore  the  country  of  Tanjore  to.  Tuljaujee  ^  but  that  you  have  fuck 
a  defire  of  doing  things  iaumoi*  with,  me,  that  this  has  not  ]iet.beei* 
put  ia  execution,,  though  an.  Engjifk  gacrifoahas  been,  near,  a.  month  ia 
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Tanjore  :  this  I  have  underftood.  I  confidcr  the  Company  as  my  warm 
friends,  inafmuch  as  it  is  by  their  favour  and  aififtance,  which  I  have 
always  experienced  in  my  affairs,  that  I  have  got  a  power  over  that 
which  is  my  right,  and  this  I  continually  acknowledge  with  gratitude. 
Hence  I  did  not  hefitate  to  receive  a  garrifon  of  my  beft  friends  into 
the  fort  of  Tanjore  by  way  of  fecurity,  as  in  other  forts,  that  there  might 
be  a  ftrong  proof  of  my  firm  friendfhip  for  the  Company.  If  however, 
notwithstanding  this,  any  one  (hall  think,  that  in  putting  the  fort  under 
the  protection  of  the  Company's  people,  agreeing  to  defray  the  ex- 
penfes  of  the  garrifon,  in  giving  a  proper  Jaghire  to  Tuljaujee,  as  I 
have  written  of  mine  of  the  2  ad  of  January,  I  have  not  applied  myfelf  to 
execute  the  Company's  pleafure,  it  is  my  misfortune.  Now  feeing  that 
by  my  bad  fortune  the  Company  have  not  had  a  complete  and  perfeft 
account  of  the  Hate  of  the  cafe,  and  were  dill  fo  unacquainted  with  it 
as  certainly  to  believe  Tuljaujee  was  in  Trichinopoly,  whenever  the  King 
of  Great-Britain,  the  Parliament,  and  the  Company,  (hall  understand  the 
real  and  certain  ftate  of  the  affair,  they  will  approve  of  the  conduit  of 
their  ally  and  friend  in  this  country,  in  not  agreeing  to  give  his  con- 
tent to  the  difhonour  of  himfclf,  and  the  ruin  of  the  future  interefts  of 
the  Company  and  the  Englifli  Nation,  by  fetting  up  a  fubjeft  of  his  in 
the  Carnatic,  which  muft  prove  the  fource  of  a  variety  of  mifchiefs  and 
disturbances.  I  have  written  all  my  circumstances  and  my  right  ro  my 
favourers  the  Company';  I  have  reminded  them  of  their  former  order  re- 
lative to  Tanjore  5  I  do  not  expert  from  them,  who  are  men  of  reafon 
and  j uft ice,  a  deprivation  of  my  right;  and  1  have  accordingly  written 
you  m  mine  of  the  22d  of  January  laft,  that  you  do  not  interfere  in  the 
management  of  the  diftri&s  of  Tanjore,  which  is  my  right,  till  an  an-? 
fwer  from  the  Company  fhall  arrive.  Why  fhould  1  not  write  to  you 
my  friend  the  injury  that  my  affairs  will  fuffer  by  a.  compliance  with 
*  your  defires  5  for  it  is  not  only  the  lofs  of  the  Tanjore  Country  I  muft 
fuftain,  but  all  the  concerns  of  my  government  will  be  ruined  by  it  5  I 
therefore  write  you  again,  with  abundance  of  entreaty,  in  the  name  of 
the  King  of  Great- Britain,  the  Nation,  the  Parliament,  and  the  Company, 
that  you  do  not  interfere  in  the  management  of  the  country  of  Tanjorq 

till 
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till  art  ahfifrer  arrives  from  the  Company.  And  you  will  pleafe  to  at- 
tend to  the  prefervation  of  the  honour  of  an  old  and  true  friend  of  the 
Englfih  Ration,  who  have  never  found  fuch  a  friend  in  Hindoftan. 
By  (hewing  me  this  favour,  and  by  permuting  me  to  make  known  to  the 
Company  how  much  their  interests  are  concerned  in  the  confirmation  of 
my  rights,  you  will  not  only  adt  a  candid  part  in  refpeft  of  me,  but  will 
gain  the  applaufe  of  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  your  Nation.  For 
by  the  favour  of  heaven  I  am  the  firff  Prince  in  Hindoftan ;  and  the  King 
of  Grtat-Britain  and  the  EnglilH  Nation  have  pledged  their  honour  for 
my  prote&ion  and  the  prefervation  of  my  rights,  and  are  my  gua- 
rantee. 

You  write,  that  pity  towards  the  did  re  fled  inhabitants,  who,  on  ac- 
count <Sf  the  prefent  confufed  (late  of  that  country,  having  no  regular 
Government,  either  on  the  part  of  me  or  the  Rajah,  are  miferably  fitua- 
ted,  candour  towards  Tuljaujee,  who  may  be  faid  to  be  yet  a  prifoher, 
and  public  faith,  require  that  the  Company's  orders  be  put  in  execution 
Without  delay :  this  I  have  uhderftood, — As  to  the  diftreffed  fituation 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tanjore  country,  and  their  difperfion,  I  muft 
acquaint  you,  that  before  ever  Tanjore  came  into  my  pofieffion,  numbers 
of  the  inhabitants  were  difperfed  by  reafon  of  the  various  opprefiions  of 
Tuljaujee,  in  which  no  tyrant  ever  exceeded  him  j  after  which  he  feized 
their  cattle  and  effefts,  and  deftroyed  their  houfes,  in  hopes  of  finding 
hidden  treafure  in  them ;  neither  did  he  for  years  repair  the  water- 
<ourfes,  th*  banks,  or  the  rcfervoirs.     But  after  the  taking  Tanjore,  by 
ftnding  my  fecond  fon  Umeer  ul  Omrah  Behauder,  by  making  con- 
Aderable  advances  to  the  inhabitants,  by  fupplying  them  with  cattle  for 
the  plough,  and  engaging  to  give  them  their  (hares,  I  fo  conciliated 
their  minds,  repairing  at  the  fame  time  in  an  ample  manner  the  water- 
courfes  and  banks,  that  the  inhabitants  that  had  fled  to  Malavar,  Myfore, 
and  other  parts,  returned  and  fettted  again.     At  that  very  time  the 
Cavery  overflowed  its  banks  in  fuch  a  manner  as  had  not  been  known 
for  ninety  years  before,  infomuch  that  the  cultivation  was  entirely  de- 
ftroyed by  the  water,  and  the  dudfts  aqd  banks  were  all  broken  up ; 

Y  upon 
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upon  thisUmeer  ulOmrah  Behauder  went  himfelf  upon  the  banks,  and 
made  a  fecond  time  advances  in  money,  and  lived  entirely  in  his  tents, 
'  repaired  in  the  completed  manner  all  the  watercourfes  and  banks, 
and  made  a  fecond  time  advances  in  money,  and  feed  grain,  to 
the  hufbandmen,  who  by  this  means  fu  fife  red  no  lofs,  and  carried  their 
agriculture  again  beyond  What  it  had  been  in  Tuljaujee's  time;  and  this 
the  whole  world  is  acquainted  with.  Now  that  the  grain  is  ripe  and 
ready,  and  the  time  of  their  profit  is  come,  as  they  are  now  to  give  me 
my  fhare  and  take  their  own  to  themfelves,  the  reafon  of  their  difper- 
fion  is  plain  and  evident ;  to  wit,  that  they  muft  be  alarmed  with  the 
appreheofion  of  Tuljaujee's  former  oppreflion  being  renewed.  Tuljaujee, 
when  under  the  power  of  my  fervants,  lived  more  at  his  eafe  than  he 
had  done  during  his  own  Government;  at prefent  alfo*  agreeable  to  your 
pleafure,  there  is  no  fcantinefs  in  his  expenfes,  and  from  the  time  of  the 
Company's  garrifon  entering  Tanjore  he  is  in  the  power  of  the  Com- 
pany's people* 

You  write,  that  you  again  requeft  of  me  an  order,  diredled  to  all  my 
Amuldars,  &c.  in  the  Tanjore  country,  to  relinquifh  all  manner  of  au- 
thority in  cafe  they  are  required  by  you  lo  to  do,  and  to  account  with 
the  perfons  you  (hall  name  for  all  fums  collected  fince  the  day  I  received 
the  Company's  letter ;  and  you  alfo  defire  to  know  the  amount  of  the 
orders  on  the  Tanjore  Country  :  this  I  have  apprehended  from  the  firft 
conference  I  have  had  with  you  on  this  fubjeft  'till  now  j  I  have  told  you 
my  pleafure  in  refpeft  to  my  right  to  the  Tanjore  country,  which  is  a 
part  of  the  Carnatic,  in  one  uniform  manner,  and  I  have  entreated  you  ia 
the  fame  manner  in  the  above  letter. 

Whatfliould'I,  &c 

To  tU  Nabob. 

Letter  to  the         I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Highnefs's  letter  dated  the 
Nabob  in  j^h  jnftant,  and  after  having  paid  the  moft  refpe&ful  attention  to  every 

argument  you  have  pleafed  to  enforce,.  I  find  myfelf  oblfged  to  obferve* 
i  '  that. 
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that  the  bufincfs  of  Tanjore  has  been  well  deliberated  by  my  matters, 
has  been  by  them  condemned,  and  their  orders  in  confequence  were  not 
delivered  to  me  till  after  they  had  been  laid  before  his  Majefty's  Mihi- 
fters  for  their  approval. 

Let  me  entreat  your  Highnefs  to  call  to  your  remembrance  the  di£  , 
Acuities  you  were  able  to  encounter  when  your  friends  power  was  united 
to  your  own  ;  remember  that  union  was  in  the  caufe  of  juftice,  and 
•in  that  caufe  only  can  they  be  united.     What  confequences  may  attend 
even  the  appearance  of  a  difunion  \ 

My  matters  gave  you  their  fupport  when  you  were  alike  deftitute  of 
money  and  power;  they  will  continue  their  fupport  to  you,  but  the 
public  faith  is  pledged  to  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  as  well  as  to  your  High- 
nefs 5  and  the  orders  to  me  are,  "  That  the  country  of  Tanjore  fh^l  be 
again  put  into  the  pofieflion  of  the  Rajah," 

What  words  (hall  I  ufe  to  induce  your  Highnefs  to  make  this  your 
own  aft,  if  all  the  arguments  I  have  been  able  to  fugged  have  not  had 
*heir  proper  force  ?  And  with  what  an  aching  heart,  after  a<5ting  in  con- 
cert with  you  through  fo  many  difficulties,  ft  all  I  now  carry  the.  Com- 
pany's orders  into  effeft  by  their  authority  alone?     The  world  will 
j^uftify  me  in  the  obedience  I  (hew  to  the  commands  of  my  matters  $  and 
iiaving  never  failed  in  the  part  of  friendfhip,  in  refpedt  and  in  propriety 
ef  behaviour  towards  you,  1  truft  1  fhall  now  (land  excufed,  afcer  the 
j^reffing  manner   I  have   fo  often  urged  your  Highnefs  to  do  that 
hich  is  right  and  proper,  as  well  refpefting  your  intereft  as  your 

ignity. 

T  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Highrtefs's  mod  obedient 
Fort  St.  George, 
aid  March,  1776.  and  mod  humble  Servant, 

P  1  G  O  T. 


At 


« ». 


^Monday  25th 
March. 

Minuteofthe 
Prefident,  rc- 
prefenting 
the  neceffity 
of  executing 
the  Com- 
pany's or- 
ders* and  pro- 
poiing  to  pro- 
ceed to  Tan- 
jore  for  that 
purpqfe. 
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» 

At  a  Confutation.     Prefent  as  before, 

THE  Prefident  judging  from  this  letter  of  the  Nabob's*  entered  in 
laft  confiscation,  that  he  will  not  give  his  confent  to  our  carrying  into 
execution  the  orders  of  the  Company  relpeding  Tanjore,  and  the  ftate 
of  tUc  crops  in  that  country  not  admitting  of  any  further  delay ;  he, 
the,  Pre&}eflt»  has  ordeced  pal'anqueen  boys  on  the  road,  and  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Boavd  will  fet  out  for  Tanjore  the  30th  March, 
to  carry  the  orders  of  the  Company  into  effefit,  by  placing  the  Rajah  of  * 
Tanjore  in  the  full  poflfeffion  and  management  of  the  country. 

The  fafety  of  Tanjore,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  Rajah  and  his  family, 
appearing  to  make  it  neceflary,  not  only  that  an  Englifh  garrifon  fhould 
be  in  the  fort,  but  that  the  country  alio  be  protected  by  the  Company's 
troops ; 

Refolved,  therefore,  to  fend  another  battalion  of  Seapoys  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  the  better  to  enable  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  to  colled  in  his  reve- 
nues, if  this  mcafure  proves  agreeable  to  him. 

The  fafety  of  the  Carnatic  depends  upon  a  well  difciplined  force, 
regularly  paid,  being  kept  up ;  the  particular  fafety  and  quiet  of 
every  individual  feems  to  require  that  no  other  force  fliould  be  kept  up; 
and  thefe  confederations  induce  the  Board  to  wifli  that  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjore  may  jojn  them  in  their  endeavours  to  place  the  country  in  thi» 
fituation. 


Motion  in 
jcoafequence. 


The  Prefident  then  moves  the  following  queftion : 

H  Whether  it  is  proper  and  neceflary  for  him  to  go  to  Tanjore,  for 
the  reafon  fet  forth  in  this  minute." 


Agreed  una- 

uiraonfly* 


Agreed  unanimoufly  in  the  affirmative. 


Second 
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Second  motion  from  the  Prefident, 

Refolved,         • 
"  That  the  Governor  may  take  whatfoever  fervants  of  the  Company 
€i  he  chufes  with  Mm  to  Tanjore,  either  civil  or  military." 

Carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Mackay  and  Mr.  Jourdan  againft  the  motion. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  has  no  objection  to  the  Governor's  carrying  any 
fervants  of  the  Company  with  him  to  Tanjore  as  affiftants,  provided 
they  are  not  Members  of  this  Board. 

The  Commifiion  of  Government  as  well  as  (hat  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  being  now  read ; 

"Refolved, 
**  That  in  virtue  of  that  Commiffion  of  Government,  the  Governor 
44  holds  the    fame  authority  when   prefent  in  any  fort,  faftory,  or 
"  fettlement  under  this  Frefidency,  that  he  does  when  prefent  in  Fort 
"  St.  George." 

Carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Mackay  and  Mr,  Jourdan  againft  the  refolution, 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher.  1  think  it  contrary  to  the  conftitution  of  the 
fcrvice,  and  fubverfive  of  the  powers  and  authority  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  army,  fet  forth  in  his  commiflion,  that  the  Governor  of 
Fort  Scr  George  fhould  hold  any  military  command  out  of  the  ganifon 
of  Fort  St.  George,  excepting  over  his  own  guard,  Whfch  is  to  attend 
him  agreeably  to  the  Company's  late  orders* 


Second  Me- 
tion— The 
Governor  t6 
take  whom  fo- 
everhechufer 

to  Tanjore. 

Carried  for 
the  motion. 
Meflrs>  Mac- 
kay and  Joutf- 
dan  againft 
the  motion* 

Sir  Rol>ert 

Fletcher't 

minute* 


Refolution 
rcipe&ing  the 
Authority  of 
the  Governor 
in  any  fort, 
fa&ory,  or 
fettlement. 


Me  fir  9.  Mac- 
kay  and  Jour- 
dan againft 
the  refoitf- 

tion. 

Sir  Robert 
Fletcher's 
minute 
againft  the 
refolution. 


Refolved, 
That  fuch  guard  as  the  Governor  thinks  neceflary  (hall  attend  him* 

2  Sir 


jt 


Sir  Robert 
Fletcher's 
motion  for  a 
deputation 
from  the 
Board. 

Meflrs.  Mac- 
kay,Jourdan, 
and  ralmer, 
for  the  mo- 
tion. 

Carried    a- 
g^inft  the  mo- 
tion. 


Col.  Harper 
ordered  to  put 
himfelf  under 
the  command 
t>fLoidPigot 
in  Tanjore. 
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Sir  Robert  Fletcher  thinks  that. his  Lordfhip  ought  not  to  go  without 
a  deputation  from  the  Board  ;  he  therefore  moves, 

"  That  at  lead  two  Members  of  the  Council  be  joined  with  the  Pre* 
"  fident  in  a -deputation." 

'  Mr,  Mackay,  Mr.  Jourdan,  and  Mr.  Palmer,  for  the  motion. 

Carried  in  the  negative  by  a  majority  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Mackay  and  Mr.  Jourdan  will  give  their  reafons  for  the  Votes 
they  have  given. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  diflents  from  the  aforegoing  refolution,  and  will 
give  his  reafons  in  writing. 

Ordered, 
That  the  Governor  be  furnifhed  with  fuch  parts  of  the  laft  letters 
from  England  as  relate  to  Tanjore. 

# 

In  confequence  of  the  aforegoing  refolutions  the  following  letter 
is  now  wrote  to  Colonel  Harper, 

ff*  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper^  commanding  at  Tanjore. 

SIR, 

You  are  hereby  dire&ed,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Right  Honourable 
.Lord  Pigot  at  Tanjore,  to  put  yourfclf  under  his  command,  and 
follow  all  fuch  orders  as  you  fhall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  him* 

We  are,  Sir, 


Fort  St.  George, 
25th  March,  1776, 


Your  moft  humble  fcrvants, 

P  I  G  O  T,  &c.  Council. 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher  objefts  to  the  above  letter. 


At 
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At  a  Confutation.     Prefent  as  before. 

THE  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  letter  which  he 
has  received  from  the  Nabob,  together  with  his  anfwer  in  confequence. 


Thurfday, 
28th  March. 


» 

From  the  Nabob,  dated  the  25th  March*  1776. 


Received  Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto. 


I  Have  received  your  favour  of  the  2 2d  inftant,  and  been  made 
acquainted  with  its  contents.  You  fay,  'that  the  bufinefs  of  Tanjore 
had  been  well  deliberated  by  your  mailers,  and  that  their  orders  were 
not  delivered  to  you  till  they  had  been  laid  before  his  Majefty's 
Minifters  for  their  approval.  Jn  my  letter  to  you  of  the  2  2d 
January  laft,  I  gave  you  a  very  circumftantial  account  of  the  bad 
conduft  of  Tuljaujee,  of  his  connexion  with  Hyder  Ally  Cawn  and 
the  Marattas,  and  his  felling  dift rifts  to  the  Dutch  and  other  nations, 
with  a  view  of  fupporting  his  independence  by  their  affiftance  5  all 
which  were  detrimental  to  my  honour  and  the  peace  of  the  Carnatic* 
How  then  could  the  Direftora  give  you  fuch  orders  ?  If>  after  being 
fully  informed  of  allr  tfiefe  particulars,  they  had  made  this  demand 
from  their  old  friend  and  ally,  I  fhould  have  been  convinced,  that  it 
was  the  refult  of  a  mature  deliberation  and  a  knowledge  of  fafts  •,  but 
this  had  not  been  the  cafe.  If  the  Company  are  not  made  acquainted 
by  their  agents  abroad  of  the  tranfaftions  that  happen  here,  how  is  it 
in  their  power  to  lay  an  account  of  them  before  his  Majefty's  Minif- 
ters for  their  approbation  ? 

You  fay  that  you  are  determirted  to  execute  the  orders  your  matters 
have  intruded  you  with  relative  to  Tanjore.  I  have  already  wrote  to 
them  on  thi$  fubjeft,  and  rely  upon  their  equity  and  juftice  for  the 
determination  of  it.    What  I  have  to  requeft  of  you  is,  that  you  will 

not 


Letter 

from  the  Na- 
bob, in  reply 
to  the  Prefi- 
dent's    letter 
of  the  2  2d 
in  ft.  continu- 
ing   to   urge 
his  former  ar- 
guments 
againfl  deli- 
vering up  the 
country  of 
Tanjore. 

*  This  let- 
ter   has    not 
yet  reached 
the  Directors, 
by  which 
they  could 
have  been  in- 
formed,  that 
Tuljaujee 
had  no  right 
to  act  in  the 
manner  he 
did. 
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•not  interfere,  or  a£b  in  any  manner  which  may  be  detrimental  to  my 
affairs  in  the  Tanjore  country,  till  an  anfwer  U  received  from  Europe. 
— The  revenues  of  that  country  have  been  made  over  to  thofe  per- 
Jens  who  lent  me  money  on  account  of  the  expedition  again  ft  that 
jplace. 

You  entreat  of  me  to  call  to  my  remembrance  the  difficulties  I  was 
able  to  encounter  when  my  friends  power  was  united  to  my  own -, 
you  defire  me  to  remember,  that  union  was  in  the  caufe  of  juftice, 
and  that  in  that  caufe  only  they  can  be  united  -9  and  you  beg,  of  me  to 
4*cflc(5l  what  confequences  may  attend  even  the  appearance  of  a  difu- 
nion.     I  do  remember  that  my  father  affifted  the  Company  in  times 
of  difficulty,  that  my  friendfhip  for  them  and  the  Englifli  Nation  has 
never  altered,  and  that  I  have  fhared  with  them  both  good  and  bad 
fortune.     The  remembrance  of  thefe  things  ever  gives  me  pleafure. 
The  Company,  it  is  true,  have  ever  confidered  my  alliance  and  friend* 
,Ihip  for  them,  and  have  favoured  me  with  their  affiftance.     1  and  my 
.children  (hall  never,  as  long  as  we  are  eftabliflied  in  this  country, 
"forget  our  obligations  to  them  ;  and  we  Chall  on  our  part  give  them 
all  the  affiftance  in  our  power.    The  friendfhip  ihewn  me  by  the  Com- 
pany an  J  the  Englifh  Nation  totally  overcomes  me.;   my  heart  is  full 
of  the  fenfe  of  the  obligations  I  am  under  to  them,  and  the  reliance 
on  their  future  favours,     WJiat  ideas  can  I  then  form  of  the  bod  con- 
fequences .which  may  attend   the  appearance  of  a  difunion  between 
Ms?    Ever  fince  the  beginning  of  my  alliance  with  the  Company,  the 
fame  of  our  mutual  friendfhip  has  been  fo  univerfally  eftablilhed  that 
nothing  can  deftroy  it. 

"You  fay,  "  Your  mafters  gave  me  their  fupport  when  I  was  alike 
^eftitute  of  money  and  of  power-,  that  they  will  continue  their  fupport 
ito  me,  but  that  the  public  faith  has  been  pledged  to  the  Rajah  as 
Well  as  to  me ;  and  that  your  orders  are,  that  the  country  of  Tanjore 
Jhall  be  again  put  into  the  pofieffion  of  the  Rajah/'  It  is  very  certain 
*he  Company  did  grant  tot  their  affiftance  at  a  time  I  had  expended 

all 
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t 

all  my  treafures  and  power  in  their  fupport.  I  and  my  children 
acknowledge  our  obligations  to  them  for  it,  and  (till  hope  for  the 
continuance  of  their  friendfhip,  which  they  have  folemnly  promifed  in 
their  letters  to  me.  I  depend  likewife  on  the  aflurances  of  fupport 
made  to  me  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain  under  his  hand, 
wherein  he  informs  me,  that  I  am  one  of  thofe  included  in  a  treaty 
amongft  other  crowned  heads.  This  has  alfo  been  confirmed  to  me  bj& 
his  Majefty's  Plenipotentaries,  who  had  orders  from  him  to  do  (om 
In  my  letter  of  the  2 2d  January  laft  I  told  you,  that  Purtaub  Sing 
had  forfeited  his  right  to  the  guarantee,  and  that  his  fon  Tuljaujee 
never  could  plead  a  right  to  that  treaty.  As  to  that  part  of  your's 
where  you  mention  your  orders  to  put  him  in  poflfefllon  of  the  Tan* 
jore  country,  it  has  been  fully  anfwered  in  the  firft  paragraph  of  this 
Jetter. 

You  fay,   "  That  if  all  the  arguments  you  have  been  able  to  fug* 
geft  have  not  had  their  proper  force,  that  you  know  not  what  words  to 
make  ufe  of  to  induce  me  to  make  this  my  own  aft;  and  you   add, 
with  what  aching  heart  (hall  you  be  obliged,  after  adting  with  me 
through  fo  many  difficulties,  to  carry  the  Company's  orders  into  exe- 
cution by  their  authority  alone."     I  am  really  at  a  lofs  to  anfwer 
this,  after  having  laid  before  you,  as  I  have  done,  the  difgracc  and 
lofs  which  mud  be   the  confequence  of  my  complying  with  your 
re  que  ft,    and  intreatcd  you  in  the  name  of  the  King  and  Parliament 
of  Great-Britain,  the  Englifh  Nation,  and  the  Company,  to  wait  till 
an  anfwer  is  received  from  Europe  before  you  put  your  orders  into 
execution.     1  know  not  how  I  am  to  make  you  fenfible  of  the  fop- 
rows  that  affiitt  my  heart. 

You  conclude  by  faying,  "  The  world  will  juftify  you  in  the  obedi- 
ence you  {hew  to  the  commands  of  your  matters ;  and  that  having 
never  failed  in  the  part  of  friendfliip,  refpeft,  or  propriety  of  behaviour 
towards  me,  you  truft  you  (hall  now  (land  excufed,  after  the  prefling 

A  a  manner 
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manner  you  have  fo  often  urged  me  to  do  that  which  is  right  and  pro- 
per, a9  well  refpe&ing  my  interefts  as  my  dignity/* 

When  I  confider  the  juftice  and  upright  difpofuion  of  the  Englifo 
Nation,  I  am  led  to  hope,  that  as  long  as  you,  my  friend,  do  not  aft 
in  any  way  contrary  to  juftice,  or  attack  the  rights  of  an  old  friend 
of  the  Company,  and  do  not  diftrefs  an  ally  of  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain;  but,  on  the  contrary,  {hall  preferve  my  right  and  honour, 
which  may  be  confidered  as  thofe  of  your  King  and  Nation ;  I  fay  1 
am  led  to  hope  your  conduft  will  ftand  excufed  before  them. 

Since  the  aflurances  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  the  Company  have 
made  to  fupport  and  defend  me  are  well  known  to  all  Princes  of  Hindof- 
tan,  your  preferving  their  good  fajne  in  this  refpcft  will  be  the  fource 
of  new  honour  and  dignity  to  you  ;  I  hope  therefore  you  will    be  fi> 

kind  as  ever  to  confider  me  in  the  fame  light  of  a  friend  to  the  Company* 

* 

What  can  I  fay  more  ? 
9*  the  NaboK 

May  it  pleafe  your  Highnels, 

Letter   to         THE  honour  I  have  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 

LC  reply0 to     d*  *5*h»  gIVCS  "^  another  opportunity  of  expreffing  my  defire  to* 
the  above,        execute  the  orders  of  the  Company  as  comformable  to  your  wifties  a* 

the  faith  of  my  nation  and  my  duty  to  my  employers  will  admit. 

I  am,  with  the  greateft  refpeft  and  efteem, 
Your  Highne&'s  moft  obliged  and  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Fort  St.  George,  P  I  G  O  T. 

37th  March,  17 76*. 


once 
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Since  reading  the  aforegoing  the  following  letter  has  been  received 
from  the  Nabob. 


From  the  Nabobs    dated  2$tb  March%  1776. 


Received  Ditto Ditto 


Ditto. 


I  RECEIVED  your  letter  of  the  27th  inft.which  I  have  anfwered  alrea- 
dy,and  givenyou  every  argument  I  could  fugged  in  my  favour.  I  now  once 
more  beg  leave  to  repeat,  that  I  can  never  give  up  what  is  my  right;  but 
as  my  whole  dependence  is  upon  theEnglifh  Nation  and  Company,  whom 
I  look  upon  as  my  bed  friends,  I  confent  to  fet  apart,  after  difcharg- 
ing  the  debt  I  have  contracted,  and  paying  the  troops  garrifoned, 
befides  the  other  neceffary  expenles  of  Government,  whatever  over- 
plus may  arife  from  the  collections  in  the  Tanjore  country,  which 
(hall  remain  untouched  till  an  anfwer  is  received  from  Europe.     The 
difference  between  your  requeft    and    mine   is  this ;  you  infill   on 
executing  the  Company's  orders  forcibly  and  againft  my  confent* 
whereas  I  am  willing  to  wait  till  an  anfwer  is  received  from  them  be- 
fore I  give  it  up.    You  will,  I  hope,  liften  to  the  requeft  of  an  ok! 
friend* 

What  fhall  I  fay  more  ? 
At  a  Confutation.    Prefent  as  before. 

MR.  MACK  AY,  Mr.  Jourdan,  Mr.  Palmer,  and  Sir  Robert  Flet- 
cher, now  deliver  in  the  following  diffents  to  the  refolutions  of  Council, 
Monday  the  25th  inftant. 

The  following  are  my  reafons  for  the  votes  I  gave  on  the  feveral 
queftions  put  by  the  Prefident  to  the  Members  of  the  Board  at  the 
laft  confultation. 

I  affented 


From    the 
Nabob.    He 
perfifts  in  re* 
fufing  to  re* 
fign  the 
country  of 
Tanjore  till 
further  orders 
arrive  from 
the  Com- 
pany. 


Friday, 
29th  Marcbv 


Mr.  Mack- 
ay's  minute 
and  diflent  to> 
the  refolutr* 
ons  on  the 
queftions  put 
by  the  Prefi- 
dent  lait 
confultatioiu 
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I  affcnted  to  the  firft  queftion,  "  T'hat  it  was  proper  and  necef 
fary  the  Prejident  Jloould  go  to  Tanjore  to  cany  the  orders  of  the  Court  of 
Directors  into  execution,  by  putting  the  Rajah  in  pojfejipn  of  his  country" 
in  hopes  that  another  queftion  would  be  carried  in  the  affirmative  ;  viz. 
that  a  deputation  from  the  Council  would  accompany  him,  and  I  explained 
myfelf  at  the  Board.  I  thought  that  a  bufinefs  of  fo  much  importance, 
as  taking  a  country  of  about  a  million  fterling  a  year  from  the  Nabob, 
and  giving  it  to  the  Rajah,  required  fuch  a  deputation ;  and  as  a  mili- 
tary force  might  be  neceffary  to  put  the  Rajah  in  poffeffion,  and  the 
principal  part  of  the  treaty  to  be  made  with  him  was  millitary  arrange- 
ment, I  was  of  opinion,  that  the  military  Commander  in  Chief  ought 
to  be  a  member  of  that  deputation.  Had  the  Court  of  Diredtors 
judged  it  neceffary  to  leave  the  management  of  this  bufinefs  folely  to  the 
Prefident,  their  orders  I  imagine  would  have  exprefled  it ;  and  therefore 
our  giving  him  greater  powers  than  the  Court  of  Directors  have  done,  is 
in  my  opinion  inconfiftent  with  our  duty  to  the  Company,  and  with 
what  we  owe  to  ourfelves.  The  precedent  is  dangerous,  and  maybe  ufed 
to  bad  purpofes.  Could  the  Prefident  by  going  alone  render  any  effen- 
tial  fervice  to  the  Company  which  he  could  not  do  at  the  head  of  a  de- 
putation, I  (hould  not  have  objedted  to  fuch  extraordinary  powers  being 
given  him  for  a  time;  but  as  I  am  certain  he  cannot,  Iamagainfthis 
going  withdfcra  deputation.  I  put  my  negative  on  the  fecond  queftion, 
that  the  Prejident  might  take  whatfoever  fervants  of  the  Company  either  civil 
or  military  he  chufes  with  him  to  tanjore,  becaufe  it  is  too  general,  the 
Board  having  determined  that  the  Prefident  fhall  go  on  this  fervice.  It 
would  be  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  any  objeftions  could  be  made  to  his 
having  every  proper  affiftance ;  but,  by  their  refolution,  he  may  if  he 
chufes  carry  with  him  Members  of  the  Council,  and  the  Commander 
in  Chief.  The  firft  I  think  fliould  never  be  employed  on  a  fervice  where 
they  have  not  a  fharc  in  the  management,  nor  the  laft  where  he  does 
pot  command. 

My 
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Uby  objections  to  the  third  queftion,  That  the  Preftdent  has  the  fame 
authority  whenprefent  in  any  fort,  fa£lory,  or  fettlement  under  this  Prefidency9 
ffjat  he  has  -in  Fort  St.  Gtorge,  are,  that  it  appears  to  me,  by  the  late 
orders  and  regulations  the  Prefident  cannot  have  any  military  command 
out  of  this  garrifon,  except  over  his  own  guard;  and.  this,  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, was  given  him  out  of  compliment  to  his  ftation,  and  not  for  any 
military  operations.  By  the  refolutions  of  the  Board,  which  compre- 
hend Tanjore  within  the  meaning  of  the  words  of  the  Commiffion  of 
Government,  In  any  fort,  faEiory,  or  fettlement  under  this  Prefidency ;  and 
by  the  Prefident's  being  allowed  to  take  with  him  fuch  a  guard  as  he 
thinks  neceffary  to  attend  him,  one  battalion  of  Europeans^  three  battalions 
of  Seapoys,  a  troop  of  Horfe,  and  a  company  of  Artillery,  are  put  under 
his  command.  At  any  time  hereafter,  when  a  majority  of  the  Board 
may  think  ft  proper  that  the  Prefident  fhould  go  to  any  places  on  this 
Coaft,  whether  belonging  to  the  Company,  the  Nabob,  or  the  Rajah 
of  Tanjore,  the  fame  reafo'ns  will  hold  good  for  putting  every  part  of 
the  army  under  his  command :'  this  appears  to  me  contrary  to  the  orders 
<Jf  the  Court  of  Diredtors,  and  to  the  commiffion  they  have  given  to 
their  military  Commander  in  Chief. 


I  agreed  to  the  firft  queftion,  in  the  idea  that  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Prefident  would  liave  fome  Members  of  the  Board  added  in  depu. 
cation  by  a  fubfequent  motion. 

I  objefted  to  flie  fecond,  becaufe  I  thought  the  Prefident  ought  to 
have  applied  for  the  particular  perfons,  in  which  cafe  I  did  not  imagine 
any  objection  could  have  been  made. 

I  explained  myfelf  in  the  debate  touching  the  third  queftion,  that 
I  thought  in  fuch  places  as  any  civil  fervants  of  the  Company  exercifed 
military  authority,  the  military  authority  of  the  Governor  ought  to 
fuperfede  that  of  the  Chiefs ;  but  that  in  all  other  places,  wher^the 
military  authority  of  the  Chiefs  could  not  extend,  that  of  the  Governor 
could  not  exift,  and  confequently  that  the  Governor  could  not  exercife  a 

B  b  military 


Mr.  Jour- 
dan's  minute 
and  diflcnt  to 
the  Refolu- 
tions on  the 
Motions  ot 
the  Prefident. 


*v 
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military  authority  in  Tanjore,  &e.. t  founded*  this,  opinion  upoirthV 
orders  of  the  Company,  which  confine  the  military  powers  of  the  Go* 
vernor  to  Fort  St.  George^  and  that  of  the  Chiefs  to  their  refpeftim 
forts* 

I  diflent  from  the  refolution  of  the  Board' for  rejecting  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  deputation  to  accompany  the  Governor,  becaufe  the  meafure. 
appears  to  me  unconditional ;  becaufe  every  Member  of  the  Govern-^ 
ment  confenting  to  the  prefent  mod e^ is  hereby  rendered  accountable  fo& 
meafures  on  which  he  cannot  even  advife,  much  lefs  vote ;  and  becaufe 
fuch  a  precedent  may  be  thereby  eftaWiihed  as  may  be  hereafter  quoted, 
and  may  influence  future  Councils.-  to  the  danger  and  detriment  of.  the. 
fervice. 

I  have  only  to  add,,  that  I  have  not  confented  to  the  prefent  refolu- 
tion. I  cannot  hold  myfelf  refponfibk  for  any  proceedings  to  which  I: 
have  not  given,  or  cannot  give  my  affent. . 


Mr.  Palmer's 
diflent  to  the 
refolution  of 
the  Board  > 
that  no  depu- 
tation (hall 
F5  with  the 
rcfident. 


Although  I  entertain  the  higheft  opinion  of  his  Lordfhip's  abilities,, 
I  was  for  a  deputation  of  the  Board  accompanying  him;  becaufe  I  think: 
the  bufinefs  his  Lordfttip  is  now  going  upon  of  fuch  confequence, ,  as- 
may  require  the  affiftance  and  advice  of  (bine  of  the  members  of  the 
Board;  I  therefore  confider  myfelf  as  not  anfwerabte.  for  -any  meafures . 
that  may  be  taker!  by  this  mode's  being  adopted. . 


Sir  Robert 
Fletcher** 
diflent  to  the 
refolution  of 
the  Board  laft 
confutation 
refpe&ingthe 
buhnefs   of 
Tanjore* 


I  diflent  from  the  refotutions  of  the  Board  refpe(5Kng  the  bufinefs  of 
Tanjore,  as  they  fland  recorded  in  -the  confutation  of  Monday  the  25th. 
inftant. 

Becaufe,.  although  I  aflented  to  the  firft,  "That  it  is  proper  for  the 
€€  Prefident  to  go  to  Tanjore  for  the  realbns  fet  forth  in  his  minute/* 
yet  I  declared  in  the  debate,  that  I  did  fo  upon  the  idea  that  mora 
members  of  the  Council  would  upon  a  fuhfequeot  motion  be  joined 

with 
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with  the- Prefident,  under  exprefs  and  particular  inftru&ibns  figned  by 
the  Board;  but  the  mode  which  the  Board  has  finally  refolved  upon 
is- without  example,  and  fliould  it  be  drawn  into  a  precedent  hereafter,, 
it  may  in  its  confequences  ferve  more  to  forward  the  pernicious  fchemes 
of  individuals  than  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  public.     I  think  m}r~- 
fclf  bound  to  declare  my  opinion,  that  we  cannot  legally  and  conftitu- 
tionally  veftin  a  deputation  an  undefined  and  unlimited  power ;  nor 
fhall  I  ever  hold  myfelf  juftified  in  confenting  to  a  delegation  of  the 
powers- of  this  Board  but  in  cafe  of  evident  neceffity,  which  the  prefent c 
is  not*. 

By  the  fecond  *  refolution  the  Pfefident  may  carry  with  him  in  fubor*  • 
dinate  ftations  members  of  the  Government,  who  are  by  the  Company's?  -. 
orders  fpecially  and  by  name  joiried  with  him  as  principals  in  the  bufi— 
nefs  of  the  commiflion  which  he  isgoing  to  execute,  and  are  bound,  in* 
my  opinion,  either  to  aft  as  principals  at  Tanjore  or  at  the  Board,  byy 
holding  a  regular  correfpondence,  and  fending  orders  to  the  deputation^ , 
as -circumstances  may  require*. 

The  third :  refolution  ftems  to  me  totally  to  febvert  the  prefent  cons- 
titution of  the  Company,  at  once  to  fruftrate  and  elude  the  late  orders  ; 
and  regulations  of  the  General  Court,  and  to  fuperfede  the  Commiffions 
of  the  Commander  in.  Chief  of  the  forces  in  India,  as  well  a*  that*  of  the 
CorDiwander  in  Chief  on  this  Coaft.    The  Commiflion  of  Government 
is  the  Commiflion  of  the  whole  Board,  and  gives  no  feparate  authority 
whatever  to  the, Governor. .  The  only  military  authority  which,  by  the*- 
Company's  orders  j  the  Governor  can  hold  when  he  lhall  be  abfentfronv 
Fort  St.  George,  is  the  command  of  his  own  guard,  which  is  particu- 
larly and  pofitively  expreffed  in  the  late  orders  of  the  General  Court ; ; 
but  the  prefent  refolution y  and  the  letter  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper, 
which  follows  and  b  grounded  upon  it,  fuperfedes  thofe  orders,   and 
gives  an.  unlimited  and  abfolute  military  power  to  the  Governor  over 
every  part  of,  the*  army  iatheir  different  cantonments;  >  whereas  even  in 

a  FDrt: 
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Fort  St. -George,  where,  and  where  alone,  the  Governor  has  a  military 
commiffion,  his  military  power  is  limited  and  defined  by  the  42d  ar- 
ticle of  the  late  orders. 


Lord  Pigot 
ts  off   for 


anjore. 


Mr.  Dalrymple  informs  the  Board  he  fliall  find  it  neceffary  to  deli- 
ver in  fome  obfervations  on  the  aforegoing  minute. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  acquaints  the  Board,  that  he 
means  to  take  Mr.  Dalrymple  and  Mr.  Jourdan,  Mr.  Chamber^  as  In- 
terpreter, and  Captain  Wood,  His  Town-Major,  to  Tanjore* 

30th.  This  evening  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot  -fet  off  .for 
Tanjore,  accompanied  by  Meflieurs  Dalrymple  and  Jourdan,  Mc 
Chambers  and  Captain  Wood. 


14th  April. 


At  a  Confutation.     Prefent  as  before* 


j  2th.  Came  in  the  following  Letter  from  Lord  Pigot, 


better  from 
Lord   Pigot; 
arrives  at 
Tanjore. 


To  George  Stratton,  EJq*  &k.  -Council  of  Forfeit.  George. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  ARRIVED  at  this  place  about  9  d'clocik  this  morning,  and  have 

feen  the  Rajah.    I  hope  very  foon  to  be  able  to  acquaint  you  of  my 

having  executed  my  .commiffion  in  iiiCh  a  manner  as  will  be  fatis- 

faftory. 

I  am, 


^Gentlemen, 


Tanjore, 
:8th  April,  1776. 


"Your  molt  obedient  humble  fervant, 

PIGOT. 


At 
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At  a  Confutation,    • 

PRESENT, 

-George  Stratton,  Efq.    Prefident. 

•George  Dawfon  John  Maxwell  Stone 

Claud  Rufleli  George  Mackay* 

Archdale  Palmer 

Mr.  Brooke  indifpofed. 
Lord  Pigot,  Mr.  Dalrymple,  and  Mr,  Jourdan,  abfent  on  fervice. 

The  Minutes  of  laft  Confultation  read, 

READ  the  following  letter  from  Lord  Pigot,  received  on  the  17th, 
•together  with  the  letter  from  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  the  public  or- 
ders iffued  at  Tanjore  on  the  day  the  Rajah  went  in  proceffion  round 
-the  fort. 


Wednefday 
24th  April. 


To  George  Stratton>  sEfq.  t$c.  Council  at  Fort  Stt  George. 

GENTLEMEN, 

ON  Thurfday  laft  the  Rajah  df  Tanjore  went  in  proceffion  round 
the  town,  and  enclofed  is  copy  of  the  public  orders  I  judged  proper  to 
tffue  that  day. 

• 

2  have  the  pkaftire  to  enClofe  alfo  the  tranilation  of  a  letter  from  the 
Rajah,  which  I  flatter  myfelf  will  be  entirely  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the 
Company. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  Rajah's  letter  he  has  remarked  that  Devy 
Cptah  has  no  country  annexed  to  it,  and  he  has  expreffed  a  delire  that 

C  c  the 


Letter  from. 
Lord  Pigot* 
enclofing  co- 
py of  the  or- 
ders iflued  at 
Tanjore  on 
the  reftora- 
tion   of  the 
Rajah,   and 
letter   from 
him  on  that 
occafion. 
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the  Company,  will  take  what  they  think  proper ;  but  this  being  con* 
trary  to  their  exprefs  orders,,,  I  have  refufeck 

With  refpeft  to  the  grain. which  the  Rajah^may  colled:  more  thari'. 
he  thinks  neceflary  for  the  confumption  of  this  country,  I  doubt  not 
you  will  agree  with  me,  for  the  reafons  he  affigns,  that  it  would  be  quite 
proper    to  purchafe  the  fame  for  the  Company's  account;.,  he  ac~- 
quaints  me  he  will  convey  it  near  to  fome  of  the  fea  ports.. 

I.  amK 

Gentlemen^, 

Tanjore,  ,  Ypqr  moft  obedient  humble  fervant^ 

13th  April,  1776* 

EIGQL. 


Orders  iflued      The  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Pigot,  Prejident  of  the  Council  for  affairs  of 
nj     '  the  Eajl- India  Company  on  the  Coajl  of  Coromandel,  &?<:.  Governor  of  ForL 

St*  George. 

To  atl  whom  it  may  concern^ 

WHEREAS  a  treaty  was  concluded  in  the  year  176s,  btetween  die- 
Nabob  of  the  Carnatic.and  the  Rajah  .of  Tanjore,  to  which  treaty^the 
Englifti  became  guarantee;,  and  whereas,  jn  direct  violation  of  the  above 
treaty,  the  troops  of  the  Eaft- India  Company,  .at  the  inftigation  of  the 
faid  Nabob,  did  remove  theRajahfrom  his  Government;  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  difapproving  the  condoft  of  their  fervants,.  have  thought 
proper  to  require  that  the  Rajah  be  again  reftored ;  and  in  virtue  of  the 
orders  of  the  faid  Company,  all  officers  civil  and  military,  apd  all  per> 
fons  under  the  protection  of  the  faid  Company,  are  hereby  required  to 
confider  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  as  again  refloredto  the  Government  of 

hi* 


t 
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His  country,  in»  the  full  extent  of  that  Government  at  the  conclufion  of 
the  treaty.in  1762,  and  to  give  him  all  proper  aid  and  affiftance. 

Dated,  in  Tanjore,  the  nth  April,  1776* 

(Signed).       PIGOL. 


From  the  Rajah  of  Tan) ore.. 

THE  fatisfadtion  I  feel  on  occafion  of  fuch  a  friendfhip  and  extra-     Letter  fitmr- 
ordinary  juftice  as  the  Company  have  difplayed  towards  me  is  fo  great,     Tanjore' to 
that  were  I  jto  begin  to  tell  you  what  my  mind  conceives  on  the  occafion,     Lord  ^S01*  - 
the  fubjedt  would  never  have  an  end;,  had  I  a  thoufand  tongues' they 
could  not  exprefs  my  gratitude.     When  I  had  an  interview  with  your 
Lordfhip  I  opened  to  you  the  fentiments  of  my  heart ;  but  as  mere  ver- 
bal declarations  on  this  head  are  insufficient,  ,1  have  thought  it  proper  r 
to.  write. you  aietter.,. 

rihall  ever  confider  myfelf  as  nouriffied  and  protected  by  the  Com- 
pany^ and*  flialt  therefore  never  affift  or  fuccour  their  enemies.   No 
meafure  fhall  ever  proceed  from  me  that  is  contrary  to  their  intercfte, 
nor  will  I  ever-fet  on  foot  any  connexion  with  other  powers  without 
the  Company's'  content.     This  Phave  written  as  *a  means  of  increafing  ; 
the  friendfhip  that  isr  between  us.     In  the  prcfent  condition  of  my 
country*  the  placing  a-  garrifon  of  the  Euglifli  troops  in  the  fort  and 
city  of  Tanjore  is  exceedingly  neceflary  •,  but  befides  this' garrifon,   if  •* 
the  Company  will  allow  fome  more  troopa  likewife  for  the  proteftion  1 
of  my  whole  country,  this  alfo  will  be  highly  proper.     If  by  the  favour 
of  heaven  this  be  put  in  execution,  neither  I  nor  any  of  my  family  will 
need  to  apprehend  that -the  calamities  of  war  will  fall  upon  this  coun-  • 
tcy.  again;  and  -if  the  Company  will  only  favour  me  thus  far,  I  will 
with  pleafure  affign  them,  out  of  my  revenues  the  fum  of  four  Lacks  of 
Pagodas  per  annum  for  their  military  expenfes;   the  mode  of  pay-  • 

2  mente 
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ment  as  follows ;   November   20,000,    December    40,000,  Januaiy 
40,000,  February  100,000,  March  100,000,  April  100,000. 

For  my-body  guard  I  (hall  keep  a  body  of  men  -from  one  hundred 
to  five  hundred,  and  I  want  not  to  have  one  man  either  of  horfe  or  foot 
more  than  that  number. 

As  my  finances  are  in  utter  diforder,  and  the  ftate  of  my  country  atll 
in  confufion,  I  muft  throw  myfelf  on  the  Company  for  my  prefent  fup- 
port ;  I  therefore  wife  them  to  buy  of  me  at  a  reafonable  rate  all 
the  grain  of  the  prefent  year,  excepting  what  my  country  may  be  in  need 
of;  by  this  meafurc  tire  Company  will  not  be  burthencd,  and  I  fliall 
.be  enabled  to. defray  the  expenfes  of  ray  government  without  running 
.in  debt. 


IMinute    on 
the    letters 
from  Lord 
Pigot  and  the 
Rajah  ofTan- 
jore. 


Finally,  as  the  fort  of  Devy  Cotah  has  no  country  annexed  to  it,  I 
beg  the  Company  will  take  what  they  think  proper  as  a  dependency 
thereon. 

The  country  of  Tarijore  is  the  Company's,  I  have  only  to  beg  that 
they  will  preferve  my  honour. 

The  offer  of  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  to  allow  four  Lacks  of  Pagodas 
annually  for  the  expenfe  of  the  troops  to  be  kept  for  the  protection  of 
his  fort  and  country,  does  not  in  our  opinion  correfpond  with  the  or- 
ders of  the  Company,  which  dired,  that  the  garrifon  of  thefort  of  Tari- 
jore fhould  be  afcertained,  and  the  expenfe  be  defrayed  by  the  -Rajah, 
according  to  particular  and  regular  accounts  to  be  delivered  to  Tiim^  " 
we  are  therefore  of  opinion  the  Rajah  fhould  be  informed,  that  v?hen 
the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon  (hall  be  determined  by  the  Board,  no  more 
of  this  fum  than  is  fufficient  to  defray  the  expenfe  of  it  fliall  be  requir- 
ed from  him ;  but  that,  if  he  defires  it,  fuch  a  force  for  the  prote&ion  of 

•    the 


•  •  • 

the  country  lhaU  be  kept  up  by  the  Company  aa  he  chufes  to  provido 
funds  for. 

With  refped  to  the  laft  paragraph  of  Lord  Pigot's  letter,  the  Prefi- 
dent  colle&a  the  feparate  opinions  of  the  members  of  the  Board  as 
follow : 

Mr.  Mackay  has  no  objection  to  purchafe  from  the  Rajah  what 
paddy  he  may  have  to  difpofe  of,  provided  it  is  not  grain  mortgaged 
by  the  Nabob  to  individuals  whilft  he  had  the  Government  of  the  Tar*. 
jore  country ;  he  thinks  that  grain  fliould  not  be  difpofed  of,  nor  med- 
dled with,  until  the  Board  have  time  to  take  the  matter  into  confi* 

deration  \  if  it  is,  he  does  not  think  himfelf  refponfible  for  the  confe* 

quences* 

Mr.  Palmer  is  of  the  fame  opinion  with  Mr.  Mackayv 

Mr,  Stone  thinks,  that,  for  the  reafons  given  by  the  Rajah,  it  wrll  be 
proper  to  purchafe  on  the  Company's  account  whatever  paddy  he  can 
colled:  more  than  may  be  necefiary  for  the  confumption  of  his  owa 
country* 

Mr.  Ruflell  is  of  opinion,  that  for  the  reafons  given  by  the  Rajah,  as 
vrell  as  becaufe  there  is  great  profpedt  of  its  being  much  wanted,  it  will 
fe  j>Toper  to  purchafe  on  the  Company's  account  as  much  grain  as  the 
*^**^ore  country  can  fpare  from  its  own  confumption. 


Separate  opt* 
nions  refpeft- 
ing  the  pur- 
chafe  of  grain, 
from  the  Ra- 
jah of  Tan- 
ore* 

Ir.Mackay't 
opinion* 


5 


Mr.  Palmer's 

opinion* 

Mr.  Stoned 
opinion* 


Mr.RuflcU't 
opinion* 


r.  Dawfon  joins  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Stone*  with  this  addition,     Mr.  Dawfon.** 

opinion* 

*id  that  he  may  have  a  right  to  difpofe  of*" 


V 


t  Robert  Fletcher  is  of  opinion,  that  the  grain  mortgaged  or  afligned 
Nabob  to  individuals  ought  not  to  be  difpofed  of  or  meddled 

D  d  with, 


Sir  Robert* 
Fletcher's  q> 
pinion*- 


The    Prefi- 
dent's  opi« 
ttioru 
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with,  either  by  us  or  by  the  Rqah,  until  that  matter  fhall  have  been 
lonfidered  and  determined  in  Council.  Sir  Robert  has  no  objection  to 
the  purchafe  of  any  other  grain  on  the  Company's  account,  as  far  as 
the  proper  officer  is  of  opinion  that  the  Company  want  grain.  And 
further  than  this,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  declares  himfelf  hi  no  fliape  re- 
fponfible  for  any  meafures  that  may  be  taken  refpedting  the  grain  in 
the  Tanjore  country. 

The  Prefident  is  of  opinkm,  that  it  is  quite  proper,  for*  the  reafont 
affigned  by  the  Rajah,  to  purchafe  on  the  Company's  aecount  whatever 
grain  the  Rajah  may  colled  more  than  he  thinks  neceffary  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  his  country. 

Agreed  that  a  letter  be  wrote  to  Lord  Pigot  conformable  to»th«  opi* 
fiions  of  the  majority  on  the  aforegoing  queftion. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  informs  the  Board  he  has  founded  the  opinion  he 
has  given  upon  undoubted  information,  that  a  great  part  of  the  grain 
flow  in  the  Tanjore  country  has  been  afflgned  by  the  Nabob  to  his 
creditors,  fome  of  whom  are  Britifh  fubje&s. 

Read  letter  from  Mr.  Paul  Benfield. 


To  George  Strait  on  Efq,  &?V.  Council  of  Fort  St.  George* 


Letter  from 
Mr.  Benfield 
jepreienting 
his  claims  up- 
on cheTanjore 
Country,  for 
money  lent 
jtbc  Nabob. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I  WAS  in  hopes  I  fhould  not  have  had  occafion  to  addrefs  you 
on  the  fubjeft  of  my  claims  on  the  Tanjore  country,  for  loans  to  the 
Nabob  WawLaw  Jaw  while  that  country  was  under  his  government, 
as  I  flattered  myfelf  no  change  occafioned  by  the  orders  of  the  Com* 
pany  would  have  affefted  the  concerns  of  individuals,  entered  into  with 

good 
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good  faith  and  cbtilidenec  in  the  dbvertimeftt  that  fubfifted  at  that 
time. 

I  attended  the  Right  Honourable  the  Pre  fid  em  to  Tdflja**,  td  Kb 
at  hand  to  explain  to  him  any  particulars,  he  might  wifh  to  know  re- 
garding my  concerns.  After  proclamation  of  the  Rajah  I  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  addrefs  his  Lordlhip  as  follows: 


cc 
cc 


MY  LORD, 

"  UNDERSTANDING  that  your  Lordfhip  hath  caufed  procla- 
••*  mations  to  be  made,  directing  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tanjore 
•'  countries  to  obey  the  Raj  ah  as  their  Prince,  I  have  tfie  honour  to  ac- 
€<  quaint  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  Nabob  Waw  Law  Jaw  Behauder,  for 
••  money  lent  to  him,  did  afiign  over  and  mortgage  to  me  the  produce 
€<  of  the  Suba  or  diftrift  of  Munnoorgoody,  until  the  fame  (hould  be 
**  difcharged ;  the  amount  is  about  three  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand 
"'  Pagodas;  and  as  a  further  fecurity  he  ordered  the  grain  belonging  to 
the  Circar  to  be  depofitcd  with  me  as  colle&cd.     Alfo  T  have  -  the 
Nabob's  orders  for  the  payment  of  twenty  thoufand  Pagodas  in 
the  Suba  or  di  ft  rift  of  Papanafhem,  and  fifteen  thoufand  Pagodas  on 
iC  Puttcotah,  for  cafli  lent  him/' 

Likewtfe  I  have  alignments  of  debts  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  feve- 

ral  diftridts,  for  advances  made  to  them  through  the  Circar,  to  the  amount 

of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  Pagodas,  to  enable  them 

to  carry  on  the  cultivation,   payable  from  the  inhabitants'  fhares  of  the 

prcfent  crop,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country. 

I  have  moreover  grain  in  feveral  parts  of  the  country;  and  debts 
due  to  me  from  many  of  the  inhabitants,  amounting  together  to 
about  fixty  thoufand  Pagodas. 

6  I  un« 


I  underftand  tKe  people  in  authority  from  the  Nabob  are  not  yet 
removed  from  the  ftations  in  the  fevcral  diftri&s,  and  I  truft,  wh?n.  a 
change  (hall  take  place,  that  the  juftice  of  your  Lordihip  will  fecure  to 
jne  the  recovery  of  my  money-  ' 


I  am  with  relpedt,  &cr 


Tanjore-Fort, 
13th  April,  1776, 


P.  S,  cc  I  acquainted  your  Lordihip  at  Madras  generally  of  my 
claims  on  the  Tanjore  Country,  but  for  your  Lordfliip's  more  particu~ 
|ar  information  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  making  this  addrefs," 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Prefident 
and  Governor  of  Fort  Su  George 9  at  Tanjore ■• 

To  which  I  received  the  following  anlweiv 

SIR, 

BEING  authorized  only  to  carry  into  execution  the  orders  or  the 
Court  of  Diredtora  for  reftoring  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  being 
by  thole  orders  commanded  to  allure  the  Rajah,  in  the  Company'i 
name* 


CC 


That  they  will  levefdy  punifh  every  Military  Officer  or 
Company's  fervant,  who  fhall  in  any  refpeft  interfere 
€*  in  the  affairs  of  his  Government,  and  to  take  elpe*» 
c<  cial  care  that  the  article  be  pundtually  fulfilled  " 

I  am  unable  without  the  aid  and  afliftance  of  my  Council   to  lay 
more,  in  reply  to  the  letter  you  have  been  pleafed  to  addrefs  me 

under 
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under  this  date,  than  that  I  will  on  my  return  to  madras  Jay  the 
fame  before  them. 

Tanjore  I  am,  Sir, 

rjth  April'  1776. 

Your  molt  obedient  humble  ferrant, 

(Signed)     PI  GOT. 

I  replied  to  his  Lordfhip— 

,  .... 

M-f  LORD, 

I  am  honoured  with  your  Lordfliip's  letter.    I  cannot  conceive  that 
letting  forth  to,  your  Lordfhip  my  firft  claims  on  the  Tanjore 
country,  can  be  confidered  in  'any  refpect  tointerfere  in  the  affairs  of 
Rajah's  Government;  or  that   it  could  ber  the  intention  of  the 
c^rurt  of  Dire&ors,  that  by  the  execution  of  their  orders  I  fhould 
deprived  of  my  right.     The  mode  propofed  by  your  Lordfhip 
XI  caufe  delay,  ,an^w<juld  be  Jmrtful  tP  my  affairs,  fhould  the 
affignfcd  to  me  be  otherwife  applied  than  paid  to  my  fervants, 
o  are  in  the  different  countries  to  receive  them;  , 

Tanjore  Fort,  I  am  with  relpefl:,  &e. 

14th  April,  1776.  .  \"   *    * 

the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Prefuhnt      ,  ..  •      -  • 

nd  Governor  of  Fort  St:  George,  at  Tanjore. 


*   ^ 


I  TAKE  the  liberty  of  laying  thefe  before  you,-  in  full  confidence 
at  you  will  afford  all  reafoqable  aid  and  affiftance  to  fecure .  to  m$ 
*~^e  recovery  of  my  property,  while  the  Right  Honourable  Prefident 
*idcr  your  commiilion  remains  in  authority  over  thofe  countries.  •  I 
^aall  at  any  time  be  ready  to  lay  before  you  fufficient  vouchers,  &c. 

$  my  claims,  ... 

«     - -  *  •  -  -/ 

T£  c  The 
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Tltt  ur&ncf  tf  my  affitir*  will  I  hope  apolagize  foe  tlrt  twAfe 
I  give  you* 

I  am  with  refpeft,  Gentlemen, 


JPon  St.  George, 
«d  April,  1776^ 


Your  very  devoted  humble  fervant, 

PAUL  BENFIELD. 


The  Prefident 
moves  to  de- 
fer the  con- 
fideration  of 
the  above 
letter. 

Mr-  Mac- 
,  kay's  opinion. 


Mr.  Palmer9! 
opinion. 

Mr.  Stone;. 


Mr.  RufielU 
Mr.  Dawfon. 


The  Prefident  moves,  that  a  copy  of  Mr.  Benfield's  letter  be 
tranfmitted  to  Lord  Pigot,  and  the  confideration  of  it  deferred 
VP&l  his  return. 

Mr.  Mack  ay  afients  to  the  motion,  provided  Lord  Pigot  is  in- 
formed,, that  the  grain  mortgaged  to  Mr.  Benfield  be  not  meddled 
with,  either  by  him  or  the  Rajah,  until  the  Board  have  come  to  a 
determination  on  it* 

Mr.  Palmer  is  of  the  fame  opinian  of  Mr.  Mackay. 


Mr.  Stone  for  the  motion. 


Mr.  Ruflcll  for  the  motion. 


Mr.  Dawfon  for  the  motion. 


Sir  Robert 
Fletcher 
againft  the 
notion. 


The  Pre* 
idem. 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher  would  have  no  objection  to  defer  the  confidera- 
tion of  I^fr.  Benfield's  letter  until  the  return  of  Lord  Pigot,  but  as  he 
thinks  it  may  then  be  too  late,  he  is  againft  the  motion. 

The  Prefident  for  the  motion. 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher  delivers  in  the  following  minute. 


I  lay 


r  i"  ) 


I  lay  before  the  Board  the  following  extract  of  military  orders, 
iffued  the  16th  inftant  by  Lord  Pigot,  and  fent  to  me  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Harper.  However  fenfibly  I  feel  my  own  difagreeable  fituation, 
2  forbear  for  the  prfefent  to  make  bny  remarks  uEpon  fhe  military 
authority  which  is  now  exercifed  by  Lord  Pigot.  Thfc  injury  dohc  to  my 
©wn  commiflion.,js  immediate,  and  muft  in  confequence  equally 
affect  that  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Honourable  Com- 
pany's forces  in  India,  to  whata  therefore  I  donlidfcr  it  as  my  independ- 
able duty  to  report  whatever  rtlates  to  this  important  fubjeft. 


Sir  Robert 
Fletcher's 
minute,on  tht 
military  au- 
thority exer- 
cifed by  Lord 
Pigot,  he  lays 
before  the 
Board. 


Cofy  of  General  Orders  ijfued  in  Tanjore  the  1 6th  injlant  by  Lord  Pigot* 
and  tranjmitted  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper  to  Brigadier-General 
Sir  Robert  Fletcher. 


i  * 


THE  company  of  artillery,  under  th*  command  of  Captain  Mackay, 
with  the  fecond  battalion  firft  brigade,  commanded  by  Major  Marcell, 
to  hold  themfelvesin  readinefs  to  march  on  Thurfday  morning  the  i8th 
inftant  for  Trichinopoly,  leaving  behind  them  one  non-commiffioned  offi- 
cer, and  twelve  of  the  artillery,  and  three  companies  of  Europeans,  with 
their  officers  complete,  who  are  to  march  to-morrow  evening  into  the 
little  fort,  where  quarters  will  be  allowed  them  :  the  fecond  and  twelve 
battalions  of  Seapoys  are  to  march  at  the  fame  time,  and  encamp  in  the 
Faufle  Braye  of  the  little  fort,  where  they  are  to  continue  until  further 
orders. 


General  or- 
ders iflued  in 
Tanjore  by 
Lord  Pigot* 


Colonel  Harper  will  order  a  distribution  of  thofe  places  which  can  be 
converted  into  officers*  quarters  to  be  made  to  them* 

The  hofpital  to  be  removed  to  Vellum,  under  the  care  of  Do&ori 
White  and  Wilfon,  docontinue,  the  firft  with  this  garrifon,  and  the> 
latter  to  proceed  to  Major  Mar  cell's  detachment. 


Captain 


(  I»  ) 

Captain  Cotgrave,  with  the  battalion  of  Seapoys  under  his  command, 
to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefsto  march  at  the  fliorteft  notice. 

The  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  letter  which  he  has 
received  from  the  Nabob. 


Letter  from 
the  Nabob, 
complaining 
of  the  Com- 
pany's Eu- 
ropean caval- 
ry having 
lei  zed  his 
Dobbeer 
within  the 
diftrift  of 
Trichiao- 
poly. 


From  the  Nabob  to  Mr.  Stratton,  aEting  Governor  of  Madras,  dated  the  i  ift9 

and  received  the  2id  April. 

M  Y  mind  is  full  of  trouble  and  uneafinefs  from  the  news  I  have  re- 
ceived  from  Arialoor,  which  I  now  lay  before  you.  My  Amuldar  at  that 
place  has  informed  rjie,  that  fixty  of  the  Company's  European  cavalry,  with 
their  officers,  and  fome  Seapoys,  having  fuddenly  pafled  the  Cavery  and 
Cjleroon,  came  to  Arialoor,  a  place  under  my  Government,  dependent 
on  Trichinopoly,  furrounded  the  houfes  of  Naro  Pundit,  (my  Dob- 
beer)  another  perfon  named  Buchana,  and  others  my  fervants,  re- 
moved  my  guards  by  force,  and  placed  European  guards  in  their  room, 
and  carried  the  abovementioned  perfons  by  violence  and  force  of  arms 
in  the  fame  manner  as  prifoners  arc  carried  from  an  enemy's  country 
together  with  my  public  and  private  papers,  to  Lord  Pigotin  Tanjore. 
Lord  Pigot's  body  guard  coming  into  my  country  in  an  ho&ile  maimer* 
and  carrying  off  my  fervants  and  papers  by  violence  and  force.  Is  con* 
trary  to  the  friendship,  faith, and  honour  of  the  Company,  who  are  my 
friends,  and  the  protectors  of  my  authority  and  rights  in  the  govern- 
ment of  my  own  country,  is  repugnant  to  the  conditions  and  rights  of 
the  guarantee  of  the  EngliHi  Nation,  under  which  I  am  included,  andts 
the  rights  of  my  alliance  with  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  By  this  pro- 
ceeding, not  only  my  authority  and  the  rights  of  my  Government  have 
been  invaded,  and  the  peace  and  iecurity  of  my  country  difturbcd,  but 
the  honour  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Englifh  Nation  hajs  been  viftlaccclt 
The  people  of  my  country  are  confounded  and  perplexed;  and  I  cannot 
find  words  tocxprefs  how  much  my  authority  and  my  rights,  in  the  eo- 
verninent  and  management  of  the  affairs  of  my  own  country,  have  been 

wounded 
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wounded  and  weakened.  I  do  not  now  know  what  my  fixed  and  eftab- 
liftied  rights  are,  or  whether  and  how  far  they  extend,  or  who  among 
rny  people  can  have  any  reliance  on  my  prote&ion  :  in  a  word,  I  am 
{&  perplexed  and  uneafy  that  I  am  not  able  to  write  more*  You  are 
fenfible  that  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  autho- 
rity that  has  been  veiled  in  Lord  Pigot  fof  conducting  this  bufinefs,  but 
I  hope  my  Englifh  friends  will  affift  and  fupport  me  in  all  the  rights  of 
i3iy  Government,  and  will  make  my  heart  eafy,  by  fhewing  their  own 
jregtrd  to  the  di&atcs  of  juftice. 

What  can  I  fay  more  ? 


The  Prefident  acquaints  the  Board,  that  he  has  fent  a  copy  of  the 
fbove  letter  from  the  Nabob  to  Lord  Pigot. 

r 

24th.  Difpatched  the  following  letter  to  Lord  Pigot : 


To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  fifr .  &c< 


MY    LORD, 

WE  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letters  of  the;  9th  and  13  th 
i^ftant. 

The  offer  of  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  to  allow  four  Lacks  of  Pagodas  - 
annually,  for  the  expenfe  of  the  troops  to  be  kept  for  the  protection  of 
his  fort  and  country,  does  not  in  our  opinion  correfpond  with  the  orders 
of  the  Company,  which  diredt,  that  the  garrifon  for  the  fort  of  Tanjore 
flaould  be  afcertained,  and  the  expenfe  defrayed  by  the  Rajah,  accord- 
ing to  particular  and  regular  accounts  to  be  delivered  to  him.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  the  Rajah  fhould  be  informed,  that  when  the 
ftrength  of  the  garrifon  fhall  be  determined  by  the  Board,  no  more  of 
this  fum  than  is  fufficient  to  defray  the  expenfe  of  it  fhall  be  required 
from  him  ;  but  that,  if  he  defires  it,  fuch  a  force  for  the  protection  of 

F  f  the 


Letter  to 
Lord  Pigot. 
The  opinion 
of  the  Board 
on  the  offers 
of  the  Rajah 
of  Tanjore. 


'      r» 


Monday,. 
29th  April, 

1776- 


At  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher's  in- 
irance,  Mr. 
Daw fon  ex- 
plain 5  his  opi- 
nion entered 
on  contulta- 
tion  rcfpecl- 
jng  the  grain 
in  the  Tan- 
jore  country.. 


May  5  th. 
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the  country  fhall  be  kept  up  by  the  Company  as  he  chufes  to  pro- 
vide funds  for.v  • 

We  acquiefce  in  opinion  with  your  Lordfliip,  that  it  is  proper  to  pur- 
chafe  from  the  Rajah,  on  the  Company's  account,  the  grain  he  may 
coltedt  more  than  he  thinks  neceflary  for  theconfumption  of  his  country. 

We  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Benfield,  copy  whereof  we  have: 
the  honour  to  enctofe  you  \  we  have  refolved  to  defer  taking  the  fame: 
into  confider.ation  until  your.  Lordfhip's  return.. 


Fort  St.  George, 
24th  April,  1776., 


We  are,  my  Lord,, 

Your  mofl  obedient  humble  fervantsy 

GEO.  STRATTON,  &c.  CouncilL 

At  a  Confutations 


P     R    E.    S    E    N     T, 

George  Stratton,  Efq.  Prefident. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  George  Dawfort 

Henry  Brooke  Claud  Ruffell 

John  Maxwell  Stone  Archdale  Palmer 

* 

George  Mackay. 
Lord  Pigot,  Mr.  Daltymple,  and  Mr.  Jourdan,  abfent  on  fervice.. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  remarking,  that  it  appeared  doubtful  whether  the 
opinion  given  by  Mr.  Dawfon  at  the  laft  Council,   refpefting  the  grain, 
in  the  Tanjore  country,  agreed  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Mackay,  Mr.  Pal- 
mer, and  himfelf,  or  that-  of  the  other  Members  of  the  Board; 

Mr.  Dawfon  declares  that  his  opinion  was  that  of  the  latter. 

Lord  Pigot,  Meflrs.  Dalryrnple.and. Jourdan,  returned  from  Tanjore.. 

At 
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At  a  Consultation, 

* 

PRESENT, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefident. 

George  Stratton  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

George  Dawfon  Henry  Brooke 

Claud  Ruflcll  Alexander  Dalrymple. 

John  Maxwell  Stone  Archdale  Palmer 

Francis  Jourdan   *  George  Mackay. 

The  Minutes  of  laft  Confultation  read. 

The  Prefident  being  returned  from  Tanjore,  addrefles  the  Board  on 
tfi  at  fubjedt  in  the  manner  following : 


Monday  13  th 
May,  1776^. 


aving  executed  the  commiflion  which  you  did  me  the  hondur  to 
entruft  to  me,  I  now  lay  before  you  a  diary,  with  the  letters  and  other 
papers  which  I  have  thought  it  neceffary  to  take  notice  of,  and  which. 
h-ave  not  already  been  laid  before  you;. 

The  fentiments  exprefled  in  the  general  letter  to  the  Court  of* 
■Directors  per  Ankerwyke,  with  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the 
•Boarci  at  that  time,  as  well  as  in  confultation  the  25th  March  laft, 
***  clearly  declare*  the  expediency,  not  to  fay  necefiity,  of  having  the 
Xv^olc  military  force  in  the  Cafnatic  under  the  Company,  and  paid  by 
^ri-ij  that  it  gave  me  much  fatisfadtion  to  find  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore 
Ve-*~y     heartily    concurred,  in    the    wijh    of    the   Board    (confultation. 

25^K     March)  that  the    Rajah  might  join  them  in  their  endeavours. 

to  I>Xace  the  Carnatic  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that  no  other  force  Ihould  be 

*eI>t    up  but  a  well  difciplined  force  regularly  paid;  and  being  fenfible  of. 

*"e    advantage  of  haying  his  country  thus  protected  by  the  Company,. 

**e      rcquefted  their  afliftance  to  that  effeft,  and  offered  to  make  an. 

affignmentc 


Minute  of  the 
Prefident, 
giving  an  ac- 
count of  the 
execution  of 
his  commiffi- 
on atTanjorc 


/ 
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affignment  of  400,000  Star  Pagodas  per  annum  for  that  purpofc  ;  to 
be  paid, 


November 
December 
January 
February- 
March 
April 


20,000 

40,000 

40,000 

100,000 

100,000 

1 00,000 

400,000 


From  April  to  Odtober  the  country  yields  little,  that  being  the 
time  for  cultivation  and  repairs.  The  fum  here  ftipulated  will  afford 
not  only  a  fufficiency  for  defraying  the  troops  neceflary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Tanjore  country,  but  will  alfo  leave  a  balance,  I  hope, 
adequate  to  our  military  expenfes  not  paid  by  the  Nabob  ;  and  I  have 
the  Rajah's  afiurances  that  this  fum  is  confiderably  lefs  than  what  his 
military  force  ufually  coft  him  ;  fo  that  under  this  head  our  wiflies  arc 
completed* 

The  conduft  of  the  Nabob  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  take  any 
meafures  to  perfuade  the  Rajah  to  unite  in  promoting  the  other  part 
of  our  plan,  concerning  the  troops  at  prefent  in  his  Highnefs's  fervice ; 
indeed  the  Tanjore  country  is  not  in  a  condition  to  be  burthenecl  with 
any  extraordinary  charge  at  this  time. 

Having  fettled  the  moft  effential  matters  with  the  Rajah,  I  thought 
it  was  proper  before  my  departure  to  place  the  military  where  they 
would  be  beft  able  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  intended,  and  where  the 
Gentoos  would  be  the  leaft  interrupted  in  their  cuftoms  and  ceremonies, 
and  in  that  fituation  which  would  bear  the  leaft  appearance  of  the 
Rajah  being  under  the  conftraint,  fo  that  he  might  be  able  to  govern 

2  his 
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his  fubje&s  with  the  fulleft  pthority.  The  upper  fort  was  very  Lap* 
pily  fituated  for  thefe  purpofes  ;  Major  Stevens  the  Engineer  is  of 
opinion  it  may  be  converted  into  a  citadel  at  an  eafy  expenfe ;  a  fmall 
garrifon  will  defend  it,  having  a  mod  excellent  wet  ditch  and  no  out* 
works  ;  and  it  will  command  the  larger  fortified  town  very  eflfaffcually. 
This  meafure  gave  the  Rajah  the  greateft  fatisfa&ion,  as  it  feparated 
the  troops  from  his  people  ;  and  the  houfcs  in  this  fort  being  nearly 
dfcftroyed,  the  few  inhabitants  remaining  had  the  Rajah's  orders  to 
remove  to  the  large  town,  that  the  Engiiih  troops  might  be  the  better 
accommodated.  The  conveniences  being  too  few  for  the  whole  force 
then  there,  I  ordered  the  Hofpital  to  be  removed  to  Vellum,  and  all  the 
Europeans  back  to  Trichinopoly,  except  three  companies  with  their 
officers  complete,  and  one  non-commiffioned  officer  and  twelve  artillery 
men  ;  no  time  was  to  be  loft  in  doing  this,  or  I  fliould  have  com- 
municated it  to  you  before  it  was  carried  into  execution.  Major  Stevens 
will  I  think  have  the  plan  of  this  fort  m  readinefs  to  lay  before  you  in 
a  very  few  days  ;  I  indeed  defired  him  to  confider  it  well.  At  prefent 
all  the  expenfe  the  Company  is  put  to  is  in  the  charge  of  fome  Cooleys 
to  level  the  mud  walb  of  the  inhabitants  houfes. 

The  revenues  collefted  from  the  Tanjore  country,  during  the  time  it 
•has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Nabob*  are  I  am  informed  as  follows  i 


Chuckrams* 

*774 

* 

*. 

*     29,00*000 

1775 

- 

fc 

*     30,00,006 

1776 

* 

- 

*     18,50,000 

Total    97,50,000 

1  •  r 

Out  of  this  fum  is  to  be  deducted  the  charges  of  ebite&ion,  repairs 
of  Tanks,  &c*  the  amount  whereof  in  the  hlft  year  was  about 
6oo,coo  Chuckrams ;  fuppofing  this  as  a  medium,  the  amount  in  three 

G  g  years 
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years  will  be  18,00,000,  dedufted  from  97,00,000  will  leave  79,50,000s 
which  will  be  nearly  the  amount  of  what  the  Nabob  has  received  from 
the  Tanjore  revenues,  clear  of  all  charges  and  expenfes  whatever; 
an  immenfe  fum — little  lefs  than  40,00,000  Pagodas.  The  revenues  of 
this  year  will  fall  greatly  fliort  of  the  ufij#l  amount,  occafioned  by  the 
diftradted  ftate  of  the  country,  as  reprefentfed  in  the  following  memo- 
randum, which  was  annexed  to  the  accounts  delivered  to  me  by  the 
Dobbeer,  who  informed  me,  that  the  balance  for  this  year  in  grain  and, 
money  amounts  only  to  5>5o,ooq  Chuckrams*. 

DoW  Th      h  Ae  above  fum  of    ^        chuckrams  occurs  as  a  remainder, 

dunu  due  from  the  inhabitants  on  a  general  ftatement  of  the  revenue  ac- 

counts, yet  it  cannot  be  confidered  as  a  balance  which  can  ever  be 
collected ■;.  for  the  month  of  April  is^near  at  an  end,  and  yet  the  grain 
from  various  impediments  has  not  yet  been  fully  reaped ;  the  confe-  - 
quence  of  which  has  been,,  that  a  quantity  of  rain  having  fallen,  the 
water  ftands  two  hands  deep  in  the  paddy  fields,,  and  much  grain  is 
damaged  *r  no  judgment  therefore  can  be  formed  of  the  produce  till 
k  is  threfhed  and  meafured..  Now  the  eftablifbed  cuftorn  of  the 
Tanjore  country  has  hitherto  been,  to  gather  in  the  harveft  and  com- 
plete the  coMe&tons.  within-  the  month-  of  "March  ;.  but  Tancaws  and 
Toujees  having  been  made  out  upon  the  country  this  year,  to  the 
amount  of  fixty  Lacks  of  Chuckrams,  the  inhabitants  took  the  alarm, 
as  conceiving  the  whole  weight  of  this  calamity  would  fall  upon  them* 
But  this  was  not  their  only  fubjedtofapprehenfioa;  far  they  had  received 
their  advances  of  grain,  for  feed,  and  other  putpofes  of  the  Circar,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  at  the  rateof  7  gold  fanams  per  cullum,  and 
now,  according  to  the  new  afieffrnent,  they  were  to  account  for  it 
with  the  Circar  again  at  the  rate  of  only  z±  g°W  fanams  per  cullum*. 
They  were  now  hard  preffed  too  for  the  payment  of  their  balances  of 
laft  year,  which  were  calculated  not  from  the  produce,  but  from  the 
aflefiment  of  the  lands^  as  farmed  out  to  them  by  the  Circar.  The  Ameens 
alfo,  having  rated  the  lands  above  their  real  value,  were  continually 

forcing* 


V 
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forcing  the  people,  by  imprisonment  and  other  a&s  of  violence,  to  give~ 
them  notes  for  the  funis  computed  by  them  (the  Ameens)  to  be  due,  as 
though  they  had  originally  been  farmed  out  to  them  at  the  rates  now 
impofed  ;  during  which  tranfa&ions  they  prohibited  the  cutting  of  the *"' 
grain..    Having  thus  procured  thefe  notes  of  part  of  the  inhabitants,, 
and  refolving  that  if  the  Rajah  fliould  be  reftored  he  fliould  have  no 
balance  to  collect,   they  delivered  them  over  to  the  Tunkadars,  the 
regiments,  &c.  which  increafed  their  fufferings.     Such  were  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  alarmed  the  inhabitants,  and  made  them  elope  to* 
Negapatam  and   the   confines  of  the   fea-port  towns;  and  thus  the 
harveft  was  delayed  till  the  month.of  March  was  over..    But  Nizam  ud 
Dien  Ahmed  Cawn    applied   himfelf    to  the   appealing    the    inhabi- 
tants, and  difpatched  Cowls  with  the  Cutcherry  feal  affixed  into  all 
the  Sobahs,    alluring  them    that  the  notes  which,  the  Ameens  had 
taken  from  them  by  violence  fliould  be  returned  to  them;  that  the 
lands  Ihould   no  longec  be   rented  to  them  as   farms,    but  managed.         -* 
as  Circar  lands ;   that  their  advances  of  grain,  and  the  laft  year's  ba- 
lances, Ihould  be  accounted  for  in   the  fame  manner  as  this  year's 
revenue ;  and  finally,  that  they  Ihould  fuffer  no  longer  from  Tunkadars^ 
and  Toujeedars.     By  this  means  he  recalled  the  people,  returned  them, 
their  notes,  and  fet  the  lands  on  the  proper  footing   but  fo  great  a. 
delay  in  gathering  in  the  harveft  having  already  taken  place,  and  a? 
great  deal  of  rain  having  alfo   fallen  in  that  interim,  the  inhabitants-, 
have  of  neceffity  fuffered  a  conliderable  lofs ;  and  on  this  account  it- 
is  that  the.  above  balance  cannot  be  made  good*. 

toRD  Pigot's  Diary  during,  his  Absence  from  tiie  Presidency*. 
Iti  the  evening  left  Madras.,  i;76t 

30th   March. 

Overtook  the  6th  battalion  of  Seapoys  at  Allamparva,  and  directed         ift  April. 
Captain  Mackenzie  ta  march  round  with  them,, fo  as  not  to  enter  the 
French  bounds. 

Dined  with  Governor   Law  in  Pondicherry,    and  in  the  evening        ad  Aprils 
arrived  at  the  garden-houfe  of  Fort  St.  David. 

Wrote 


4th  April. 


No.  i. 


To  the  Na- 
bob* 


No.  2. 

To  the  Rajah 
of  Tanjore. 


Wrote  to  the  Nabob,  (No.  i.)  and  alfo  to  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore 
(No.  2.)  enclofed  in  a  letter  to  Lieut.  Col.  Harper ;  and  in  the  evening 
proceeded  through  Cuddalore  towards  Tanjore,  having  ordered  the 
troop  on  to  Mootapollam,  and  the  6th  battalion  of  Seapoys,  which  had 
again  joined  us,  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  towards  Tanjore, 

*    To  the  Nabob. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 

•  I  WILL  not  offend  with  writing  upon  bufinefs ;  but  1  cannot  avoid 
thanking  you  for  your  great  attention  in  writing  to  your  Amuldars  and 
fervants,  who  have  fuppiied  me  upon  the  road  with  every  thing 
neceffary* 

» 

I  am  now  at  Cuddalore,  and  fliall  proceed  oh  my  journey  /in  the 

afternoon* 

I  am,  with  great  efteerti, 


Your  Highnefs's  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 


Cuddalore, 
4th  April,  17764 


P  I  G  O  T. 


To  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore* 


S  I  R, 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  fliall  leave  Cuddalore 
this  evening,  and  I  hope  to  arrive  at  Tanjore  next  Monday  in  the 
forenoon* 

lam* 

SIR, 


Your  moft  obedient  humble  ferVanf* 


Cuddalore, 
4th  April,  17^64 

4 


PIGOL 


Received 
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Received  a  letter  from  the  Rajah  of^Tanjore  ^No.  3.)  together  wttk        7th  April, 
a  letter  from  Lieut.  Col.  Harper  at  Tanjore,  dated  the  6th,  informing 
me,   that  Lieut.  Burrows,  with  his  regiment  of  the  Nabob's  cavalry, 
marched  that  morning  to  the  Southward,  and  Lieut.  Jordan  with  his 
at  the  fame  time  for  Arialoor. 


To  the  .Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot.  s      r*o.  3. 

MY    LORD, 

YOUR  Lordfhip's  highly  efteemed  favour  of  the  4th  inftant  was     5^*^* 
delivered  to  me  to  day  by  Lieut.  Col.  Harper.     The  thought  of  fee-     jore. 
ing  yourLordlhip  here  fills  my  heart  with  an  inexpreffible  joy.  I  cannot 
but  repeat  it  again  and  again,   that  your  Lordihip  fhall  always  be 
efteemed  as  my  father;   how  happy  then  lhall  I  be  to  fee  my  be- 
nefactor and  father. 

I  remain,  with  true  veneration, 

Tanjore,  MY    LORD, 

Sth  April,  1776.        Your  Lordfliip's  moft  obliged  humble  fervant. 

In  the  morning  was  met  by  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore's  brother,  and  gth 

J>ro<:eeded  with  him  to  Tanjore,  where  the  Rajah  received  me  at  the 
er*t  ranee  of  his  palace. 

rote  to  Fort  St.  George,  advifing  of  my  arrival,  and  hopes  of 
uting  my  commiffion  very  foon. 

ppointed  Capt.  Robert  Wood  to  ad  as  my  Aid  de  Camp. 

'n  the   morning,  complaint  having  been   made   that  Comra,   a  9th.. 

^^^Iras  Dubafh,  had  intruded  himfelf  laft  night  at  eleven  o'clock, 

H  h  whea 
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when  the  Rajah  was  gone  to  fleep,  and  behaved  himfelf  very  impro- 
perly ;  gave  orders  that  he  Ihould  be  chabucked  upon  the  public 
parade. 

In  the  evening  waited  on  the  Rajah,  .and  explained  the  orders  I 
have  received  from  the  Company,  and  what  were  the  wiflies  of  myfelf 
and  the  Council  of  Fort  St.  George.  The  Rajah  informed  me  that 
he  was  perfectly  fatisfied,  only  that  he  wifhed  to  add  fome  territory 
to  the  Company  about  Devy  Cotah.  I  thanked  him  for  his  offer,  but 
aflured  him  I  could  not  accept  of  any  fuch  grant,  as  the  Company- 
had  given  pofitive  orders  not  to  extend  their  pofieffions.  The  Rajah 
ftill  prefled  the  matter,  and  I  obierVed  rto  him,  that  my  perfifting  in 
the  refufal  would  evince  the  finccrity  of  the  Company's  profeffions. 

Prefented  the  Rajah  with  a  ho  He  and  apalanqueen,  he  having  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other. 

nth  April.  The  Rajah  this  day  went  round*  the  fort  in  proceffion,  and  was  falu- 

ted  accordingly.  Public  orders  were  read  at  the  head  of  the  troops, 
requiring  all  perfons  in  the  fervice,  or  under  the  protection  of  the 
Company,  to  confider  the  Rajah  as  reftored  to  the  Government  of  his 
country,  in  the  full  extent,  of  that  Government  at  the  conclufion  of 
the  treaty  in  1762,  and  to  give  him  all  proper  aid  and  affiftance. 
Thefe  orders  having  been  tranflated  into  the  Maratta  language,  were 
again  read  in  the  evening,  when  I  paid  my  compliments  to  the 
Rajah. 

12th  Received  a  letter  from  the  Rajah,  (No.  4.)  expreffing  his  fentiments 

of  gratitude  to  the  Company,  defiring  they  would  not  only  garrifon 
Tanjore,  but  protedt  his  whole  country  with  their  troops,  and  offering 
an  affignment  in  that  cafe  of  400,000  Star  Pagodas  per  annum  to  defray 
the  Company's  military  expenfes ;  making  an  offer  of  diftrifts  around 
Devy  Cotah  ;  and  requesting  the  Company  would  buy  at  a  reafonable 

price 
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j>rice  all  the  paddy  he  may  receive  more  than  Ihall  be  wanted  in  this- 
country,  for  certain  reafons  therein  aligned* 


From  the  Rajah  of  Fanfare. 

THE  fatisfa&ion  I  feel  on  occafion  of  fuch  friendfhip  and  extraordi- 
nary juftice  as  the  Company  have  difplayed  towards  nie  is  fo  great,  that 
were  I  to  begin  to  tell  you  what  my  mind  conceives  on  the  occafion, 
the  fubjedt  would  never  have  an  end  ;  had  I  a  thoufand  tongues  they 
oould  not  exprefs  my  gratitude.  When  I  had  an  interview  with  your 
Xordftiip  I  opened  to  you  the  fentiments  of  my  heart ;  but  as  mere 
verbal  declarations  on  this  head  are  infufficient,  I  have  thought  it  proper 
*o  write  you  a  letter. 

I   ihall  ever  confider  myfelf  -as  nourished  and  prote&ed  by  the 

Company,  and  lhall  therefore  never  aflift  or  fuccour  their  enemies. 

No  meafure  lhall  ever  proceed  from  me  that  is  contrary  to  their  inte- 

refls,  nor  will  I  ever  fet  on  foot  any  .connexion  with  other  powerf 

without  the  Company's  confent.     This  I  have  written  as  a  means  of 

increafing  the  friendfhip  that  is  between  us. 

In  the  prefent  condition  of  my  country,  the  placing  a  garrifon  of  the 
lEnglifh  troops  in  the  fort  and  city  of  Tanjore  is  exceedingly  neceflary ; 
"but  befides  this  garrifon,  if  the  Company  will  allow  fome  more  troops 
1/ikewife  for  the  prote&ion  of  my  whole  country,   this  alfo  will  be 
iiighly  proper.     If  by  the  favour  of  heaven  this  be  put  in  execution, 
neither  I  nor  any  of  my  family  will  need  to  apprehend  that  the  cala- 
mities of  war  will  fall  upon  this  country  again  ;  and  if  the  Company 
Tvill  only  favour  me  thus  far,  1  will  with  pleafure  aflign  them  out 
of  my  revenues  the  fum  of  four  Lacks  of  Pagodas  per  annum  for  their 
military  expenfes. 

For  my  body  guard  I  lhall  keep  a  body  of  men  from  one  hundred 
3  to 
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to  five  hundred  •,   I  want  not  to  have  one  man,  either  of  horfe  or  foot, 
more  than  that  number. 

As  my  finances  are  in  utter  diforder,  and  the  ftate  of  my  country  all 
in  confufion,  I  muft  throw  myfelf  on  the  Company  for  my  prefent 
fupport ;  I  therefore  wifli  them  to  buy  of  me,  at  a  reafonable  rate, 
all  the  grain  of  the  prefent  year,  excepting  what  my  country  may 
be  in  need  of;  by  this  meafure  the  Company  will  not  be  burthened, 
and  I  ihall  be  enabled  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  my  Government 
without  running  in  debt. 

Finally,  as  the  fort  of  Devy  Cotah  has  no  country  annexed  to  it,  I 
beg  the  Company  will  take  what  they  think  proper  as  a  dependency 
thereon. 

The  country  of  Tanjore  is  the  Company's ;  I  have  only  to  beg 
that  they  will  preferve  my  honour. 

Defired  Nazib  Cawn,  the  Nabob's  Kelladar,  to  remove  his  High- 
nefs's  troop  out  of  the  fort  to-morrow  morning.  Orders  were  givea 
to  falute  him  in  going  out,  and  to  pay  him  all  proper  honours,  his 
behaviour  having  been  in  every  refpedt,  during  his  refidence  here* 
very  proper* 

*3th  April.  Wrote  to  Madrafs,  enclofing  copy  of  the  Rajah's  letter* 

# 

The  Rajah  having  applied  for  fome  Seapoys  to  protect  his  officer* 
in  the  collection  of  the  revenues,  ordered  Captain  Mackenzie  to 
march  with  the  6th  hattalioa  of  Seapoys  for  that  purpofe.. 

Gave  Captain  Tonyn  orders  to  proceed  with  the  troops  to  Vicker- 
urn  to  efcort  the  Dobbeer  hither.. 

Sent 


\ 
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« 

Sent  a  peon  to  bring  the  Rajah's  writer,  who  had  been  earned  off. 

Received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Benfield,  to  which  wrote  an  anfwer. 

In  the  morning  received  another  letter  from  Mr.  Benfield,   who     14th  April 
informed  me  of  his  intention  of  going  back  to  Madras. 

At  the  Rajah's  requcft  ordered  Capt.  Mackenzie  to  fend  detach* 
ments  to  Manna  goody  and  Putta  Cotah. 

Received  a  letter  from  Capt.  Tonyn,  that  (fee  Dobbeetr  was  gone 
from  Vickefum  to  Arialoor,  where  he  intended  to  follow* 

In  the  evening  received  two  letters  'from  the  N^bob,  both  dated 
io  April  (No.  5  and  6). 

1 

1 

.Tranjlation  of  «  Letter  from  the  Uabbb  tif  Lord  (Pigot,  dattd  Jpril 

19,  1776. 

I  HAVEreceived  your  Jjordihip!s  letter  of  the^tfc.inftant,  where-     Ttom  th« 
in  you  mention  that  you , will  not  trouble  me  with  matters  of  bufinefs,.       a     ' 
but  that  you  cannot  omit  ;thMki$g  ins  for  1  the  great  #ftenti<j>n  whkh 
been  paid  you  by  my.  AmUda»;  that  yoo  leave  Cuddatore  ift  the 

cning  with  intention  to :  proceed  to  Taixjore* 

1  am  an  old  friend  to  the  Company,  and;  to  you,  and  have  no  <toub£ 
WLtyour  Lordjhip  will  neither  fay  nor  do  anything  that  will  give  me  pain, 
that  you  witt  take  care  of  my  rights,  and  not  interfere  in  my  bujinefs,  as  I 
%*4ive  mentioned  to  you  in  marry  letters* 

I  wrote  to  my  fervants  to  prepare  every  thing  that  might  be  neceflary 
^o  your  Lordfliip,  and  it  was  my  duty  to  do  fo#  The .  thinks  which 
V our  Lordlhip  expreffes  are  returned  on  my  part  for  your  thinking  your-* 

i  i  feif 


fclf  obliged*  but  I  fliould  have  been  glad  if  you  had  returned  to  me 
from  Cuddalore  inftead  of  proceeding  from  thence*. 

From  the  Nabob,  dated  10  April,  1776;  received  t\th ditto,  ditto*. 

From  the Na-  YOU  well  know,  Sir,  that  at  the  time  of  appointing  a  garrifon  of  the 

bob,allcdging  Company  for  the  defence  of  the  fort  of  Tanjore,,  and  of  leaving  a  body 

the  Prefident  of  my  Seapoys  .with  Mahomed  Nazib  Cawn  as  my  Kelladar*  you  were 

that  his  troops  umier  gjcat  concern  on  account  of  the  great  arrears  due  to  the  military 

fliould  be  paid  of  that-  garrifon,  as  they  might  perhaps  raife  God  knows  what  difturb- 

T^orereve.      ances :    at  kngth  y°u   positively  agreed  there  fliould  be  no  impe- 
»»*■•  diment  ia  the  payment  of  the  orders  on  the  Tanjore  country  for  the 

amount  of  their  pay ;  and  you  told  me  that  I  might  leave  a  thoufand 
Seapoys  in  the  fort  with  Mahomed  Nazib  Cawn,  and  fend  the  reft  away* 
As  for  the  latter,  you  and  I  mutually  agreed  that  they  fliould  flay  at 
Combagonum,  where  they  fliould  receive  their  arrears  from  the  country 
their  orders  were  upon;  With  a  view  to- this  circumftance  it  was  that 
I  wrote  to  my  Deputy  Mahomed  Nazib  Cawn,  that  he  fliould  receive 
their  arrears  from  the  revenues-  of  the  Tanjore  country  •»  I  fhewed  that 
paper  to  you,  and,  after  you  had  approved  of  it*  delivered  it  to  you  ; 

• 

you  then  enclofed  if  in  a  Ifctter  of  your  own  to  Colonel  Harper,  in 
order  to  be  given  by  him  to  Mahomed  Nazib  Cawn*  and  it  was  deli- 
vered him  accordingly ;  Nazib  Cawn  of  courfe  became  fecurity  to  the 
men  for  their  arrears*  My  firm  hope  in  the  goodnefs  of  my  old  friend 
is,  that  you  will  aft  in  my  favour  agreeable  to  your  engagements,  that 
the  clamour  for  pay  may  be  at  an  end. 

What  fhould  I  write  more  T 

April  15th;  Went  to  Vellum  to  fee  that  place,  which  was  reported  to  have  a  good 

hofpital. 

Received  a  letter  from  Captain  Tonyn  at  Arialbor,  that  he  had  over- 
taken the  Dobbeer,  and  that  he  would  efcort  him  to  Tanjore,  which  he 
Accordingly  did  this  day. 

Received 


\ 


(    i*7    ) 

Received  a  letter  from  Captain  Mackenzie  at  Oombagonum,  enclof- 
ing  a  requefl  from  Major  Martinz,  who  commands  the  Nabob's  troops, 
in  the  Tatijore  country,  that  the  Rajah's  officers  ihould  not  require  any. 
money  to  be  refunded  which  had  been  paid  before  the  proclamation  of 
his  restoration*. 

Having  reprefented  this  matter  to  the  Rajah,  he  ordered  that  his  A-     April  i6th_ 
muldars  fliould  confine  their  attention  to  fecuring  the  grain,  without 
attempting  to  recover  the  money  which  may  have  been  collected  by  in* 
dividuals ;  and  wrote  to  Captain  Mackenzie  to  inform  him  of  thefe^ 
orders*. 

It  Being  neceflary  to  remove  the  troops  immediately  our  of  the  townr^ 
the  houfes  of  the  principal  inhabitants  being  occupied  by  the  officers, 
8cc.  and  the  upper  fort  not  having  the  neceflary  accommodations  for  f<* 
many  people,  ordered  the  hofpital  to  be  removed  to  Vellum,  and  all s 
the  Europeans  ta  return  to  Trichinopoly  to-morrow,  except' three 
companies  with~their  officers  complete, .  and  one  non-commiflioned  oflL*. 
cer  and . twelveartillery  men* . 

Ordered  a  companies  of  the  2d  Battalion*  of  Seapoys  to  march  with        ijtb+. 
the  detachment  of  Europeans  to  Trichinopoly*  and  to  return  from 
thence  to  Culady  and  Tricattapolly,  to  protect  the  Rajah's  officers  ia 
the  colle&ion  of  the  revenue* 

Thanked  in  public  orders  Lieutenant-Col6ner  Harper  and  thfe  offi— 
eers  and  men  of  the  garrifon,  and  communicated  the  Company's  orders*., 
that  no  perfon  civil  or  military  lhould  interfere  in  the  affairs  of.  the. 
Rajah's  Government* 

Received  a  .letter  from  Captain  Mackenzie  at  Combagonum  the  1 7th>        1  ttiu. 
in  which  he  informs  me,thatfomeof  Kiftharoy's  people,  unknown  to.  blma 
#hc  Rajah's  manager)  has  behaved  very  ill  to  Kha*  Saheb,  on  *c  account 


V 
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*  of  a  prefent  of  twelve  Rupees  he  received  the  day  beforeCaptain  Mac- 
w  ketrzie  arrived  at  this  place.  At  his  requeft  Kiftoaroy  has  put  a  flop 
Cf  to  fuch  behaviour  in  future/' 

April  19th.  Ordered  Captain  Cotgrave,  with  the  2d  battalion  of  Seapoys,  to  Ma- 

£evaram,  toj?rote<9:  the  Rajah's  officers  in  the  colledion  of  the  revenues* 


2Q&. 


Wrote  a  letter  to  the  Nabob  (No.  7.)  in  anfwtr  to  his  two  letters 
of  the  10th. 


No.  7. 


1-cttcr  to  the 
Nabob  deny- 
ing the  al- 
ledged  pro- 
mile,  and  on 
the  Hate  of  his 
troops  and  af- 
fairs* 


To  the  Nabob. 

*  » 

May  it.pleafe  your  Highriefs, 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  fectivfe  your  t#t>  fctWtt  of  the  loth 

April. 

It  would  have  given  me  great  pteafure  ifyouhad  condescended  t6 
attend  to  my  advice  when  I  was  at  Madras,  as  it  would  have  made* my 
journey  to  thefe  parts  unneceffary.  Be  aflured,  Sir,  that  I  will  da 
every  thing  in  my  power  to  prote£t  your  rights,  and  that  I  will  never 
interfere  in  your  bqfinefi,  as  you  are  pleafed  toexprefs  yotfrfelf,  but  when 
that  bufinefs  is  connected  with  the  intereft  of  my  employers  j  in  fach 
cafe  you  may  be  allured  that  I  fhall  always  aft  as  appears  ttrme  pro- 
per j  and  las  you  are  their  old  friend  and  ally,  I  dare  fay  you  will  ap- 
prove of  my  making  »ufe  of. your  authority. 

When  I  took  my  leave  of  you,  I  acquainted  you  I  Was  ctomfrig  to 
Tanjore  to  replace  the  Rajah  in  his  Government,  and  ptit'him  fn  pe& 
feffion  of  his  country,  by  the  authority  and  exprefs  commands  of  the 
Company.  I  am  forry  to  obferve  to  you,  that  I  found,  as  I.paffed 
through  die  country,  the  proper  officers  with  all  the  accounts  had  been 
removed  by  your  orders  from  every  villages  ancfl  Was foon  informed 

thac 


\ 
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that  every  part  of  the  country  was  in  the  fame  fituation.  Every  means 
had  been  taken  to  throw  difficulties  in  my  way  in  the  execution  of  the 
Company's  orders,  and  to  diftrefs  the  country  and  inhabitants.  In 
this  fituation,  Sir,  I  thought  it  the  propereft  method  to  efcort  the  Dob- 
beer  hither  by  the  Company's  troop  of  cavalry.  He  is  now  here,  and 
,  having  been  at  the  head  of  the  revenue  department,  formerly  in  the 

r  fervice  of  the  Rajah,  and  lately  in  your's,  if  you  will  pleafe  to  order  the 

different  Amuldars  and  other  officers  to  return  with  their  accounts,  juf- 
(  tice  may  be  done  to  every  man,  and  the  country  reftored  in  that  pro- 

per and  equitable  manner,  which  the  world  will  expedt  from  a  friend 
and  old  ally  of  the  Company. 


} 


It  is'very  true,  Sir,  that  I,  as  well  as  every  friend  you  have,  and  eve- 
j  ry  friend  and  well-wilher  to  the  profperity  of  the  Company,  were,  are, 

and  muft  continue  to  be  alarmed  at  the  great  arrears  of  pay  due  to 
your  troops.  Perhaps,  Sir,  it  might  be  made  appear  that  as  much 
money  has  been  collected  from  theTanjore  country,  fince  you  were 
acquainted  with  the  Company's  orders,  as  would  have  paid  the  troops 
of  Nazib  Khan,  and  gone  a  great  way  towards  difcharging  the  ar- 
rears due  to  the  reft  i.  but  if  you  turn  back  to  the  letters  which  have 
been  wrote  to  you,  you  will  find  that  it  was  exprefsly  infifted  upon 
that  an  Englifh  garrifon  fliould  be  put  into  Tanjore  -,  and  the  Rajah  let 
at  liberty  without  any  terms  would  have  been  difgraceful  on  that 
recafion. 
> 

I  always  thought  that  you  and  your  manager  had  great  merit  in 
being  able  to  remove  a  body  of  troops,   to  whom  fuch  large  arrears 
*  were  due  ;  but  I  never  made  you  any  promife  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 

pany ;  you   know  well  they  had  directed  the  country  to  be  reftored  to 
rhe  Rajah. 

There  was  one  method,  and  but  one,  which  ever  occurred  to  me, 
likely  to  relieve  you  from  that  burthenfome  debt  due  to  your  troops ;  I 

K  k  repeatedly 


(■  *3o    ) 

repeatedly  toltf  youof  it,  and  \  will  £o fo  now i  it  wa^  tf\at  if  yon  would 
confent  to  the  difbanding  thofe  troops,  or  to  the  Company's  snUftjflg; 
into  their  fetvice  fuch  of  them  as  I  might  chyf$  to  agcept  of,  \  yiQv\<b 
ufe  my  epdeavpurs  with  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  to  fuffer  a  part  of  the 
revenues  pf  his  country  to  he  applied  to  the  purpofe  of  paying  off  their 
arrears  ;  but  as  this  is  what  you  would  not  hearken  to,  I  fee  nop  at  pre- 
fent  how  the  Company  can  be  of  any  fervice  to  you  upon  the  occafion., 
I  tell  you  again  and  again  that  troops  ill  paid  wiU  always  be  tjie  maftef 
of  the  man  who  employs  them  ;  thole  you  have,  if  they  do  nQt  difband 
themfelves,  which  I  underftand  fome  of  them  have  done*  tnuHt  be 
difbanded  by  your  Highnefs,  or  you  will  be  more  and  qiore  diftrefjed* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  HighneCTs 

Tanjoje,  Moft  obedient  apd  mpft  oblige4  fcumbte  fe*vaa*» 

20th  April*  1 776* 

PIGOL 


April  2 1  ft.    .         Received  a  letter  from  Captain  Mackenzie,  dated  at  Combogpqum 

the  20th,  in  which  is  the  following  paragraph : 

"  Kiftnaroy  defired  I  would  order  the  Nabob's  troops  out  of  the 
"  country,  as  the  Rajah's  bufinefs  could  not  be  carried  on  in  a  proper 
"  manner  until  they  were  ordered  away*  As  I  have  no  orders  from  your 
"  Lordfhip  to  that  purpofe,  I  defired  him  to  fend  to  his  matter's  name,,. 
"  which  he  did,  and  carried  Major  Martinz's  anfwer  to  the  Rajah  that 
"  they  had  no  orders.     The  Nabob's  troops  are  now  gathered  from  the 

different  villages,  and  encamped  at  Ammachattram,  three  miles  from, 

this  place*" 


Captain 


(  131  ) 

Captain  Mackenzie's  letter  alfo  contained  a  letter  to  him  from 
M^jor  Martinz,  cqmplaining  of  ths  ilkbehaviour  of  feme  of  the  Com- 
pany's Seapoys,  who  had  taken  four  Subadars  belonging  to  the  Nabob 
prifoaer*,  by  way  of  fecurity  for  foine  money  which  had  been  received 
by  the  Nabob's  troops  on  the  13th,  when  the  proclamation  of  the 
^Ujah's  reftoration  was  not  till  the  15th. 

Wrote  immediately  to  Captain  Mackenzie  to  releafe  the  four  Suba- 
dars, and  not  to  take  any  body  into  confinement  without  orders  from 
me  or  ColQnel  Harper. 

Wrote  alfo  to  Major  Martinz  (No.  8.) 

To  Major  Martinz.  No.  8. 

S  I  R, 

I  RECEIVE!)  frofnCaptaip  Mackenzie  a  letter  of  the  15th  en-     Major  Mar- 
lofing  a  reprefentaupn  which  yoi}  had  made  to  him,  and  1  answered 
is  letter  iq  fuch  mapper  a&  I  thought  would  have  prevented  any  incon- 
"venience  of  the  kind  you  nieationed ;  this  letter  muft  have  mifcarried, 

therefore  fend  him  another  copy,  and  I  have  directed  him  to  releafe 
our  people. 


4 

Your  own  prudencp  wiH  fh?w  yog  fyew  diSbcuIt  it  will  be  to  prevent 

^Jifputes  arifing,  whilft  any  of  the  troops  of  the  Nabob  remain  in  parts 

^)f  the  Tanjore  country,  where  the  Rajah's  fervants  are  protected  by  thofe 

of  the  Company  in  the  colleiftidn  of  the  revenues;  as  fuch  difputcs 

would  doubtlefs  give  the  Nabob  much  uneafinefs,  you  will  therefore 

pleafe  to  confider  this  as  a  fufficient  authority  to  remove  without  the 

limits  of  Tanjore. 

I  an^  Sir, 

Tanjore,  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

21ft  April,  1776.  P  I  G  O  T. 

1  Received 


unz. 


(     i3a    ) 

April  *ift.  Received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Quin  at  Mannagoody,  dateH  the 

1 8th  April,  fent  by  the  late  manager  of  that  place,  whom  the  Black 
Commandant  of  the  Nabob's  Seapoys  wanted  to  take  prifoner  and  con* 
vey  to  Madras,  in  coflfequence  of  an. order  received  from  the  Nabob; 
but  as  the  prefent  manager  informed  him  he  had  alfo  an  order  from  the 
Rajah  to  fend  him  to  Tanjore,  in  order  that  he  may  give  in  his  accounts, 
he  had  thought  it  beft  to  comply  with  the  latter  inftru&ions. 

Lieutenant  Quin  adds,  that  the  Nabob's  officer  was  to  march  from 
thence  the  day  following  with  his  Seapoys  for  Combagonum,  and  that 
'  this  officer  informed  him  the  manager  is  fome  months  in  arrears  with 
Ae  Nabob. 

*a*.  Received  a  letter  from  Captain  Povery  at  Madura,  dated  the  20th,  to 

acquaint  me,  that  a  report  had  juft  been  made  to  him,  that  there  was 
come  near  that  place  on  their  way  to  Tinnevelly  400  large  bullocks, 
1000  cows,  100  horfes,  two  large  ones,  one  of  which  belonged  to  the 
Rajah  of  Tanjore,  the  other  to  Monagee,  50  buffaloes,  and  100  large 
and  fmall  haccaries,  all  formerly  belonging  to  Tanjore,  and  are  now 
under  five  guards  of  the  Nabob's  Seapoys  from  Tripetore,  where  they 
have  been  thefe  four  months  paft. 

Mth.  Received  a  letter  (No.  9.)  from  Major  Martinz,  at  Ammachattram, 

dated  zzd  April,  and  wrote  a  reply  to  him,  (No.  10.) 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  George  Pigou 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lordihfp, 

From  Major  I  ACKNOWLEDGE  the  honour  of  your  Lordfhip's  letter  to  me, 

Martinz.  and  am  giad  t0  gnd  that  your  Lordfliip  has  taken  into  confideration 

the  utijuft  confinement  of  the  Subadars. 

Your 


(     ^33     ) 

Your  Lordfhip  has  been  pleafed  to  order  that  I  fliould  move  without     April  24th* 
the  limits  of  Tanjore,  as  it  would  be  difficult  to  prevent  difputes  arifing 
whilft  any  of  the  Nabob's  troops  remain  in  any  part  of  the  Tanjore 
country,  where  the  Rajah's  fervants  are  proteftcd  by  thofe  of  the  Com- 
pany in  the  collection  of  the  revenues* 

I  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  at  the  time  I  was  or- 
dered to  march  out  of  Tanjore  a  garrifon  then  under  my  command, 
confiding  of  about  five  thoufand  men,  who  were  many  months  in  arrears 
of  pay,  his  Highnefs  the  Nabob  wrote  me,  that  the  whole  fliould 
without  the  leaft  doubt  be  paid  at  Combagonum,  and  that  your  Lord- 
fhip  had  agreed  to  the  fame ;  in  confequence  of  which,  as  likewife  by  a 
prudent  method,  the  garrifon  marched  out;  and  now  I  find  myfelf 
much  difappointed,  and  in  a  very  difagreeable  fituation. 

In  a  letter  which  the  Nabob  \vroteto  me,  dated  the  31ft  of  March, 
I  am  acquainted,  that  after  your  Lordfhip's  arrival  at  Tanjore,  and  all 
the  country  matters  fettled,  the  troops  under  my  command,  difperfed  ' 
about  the  country,  were  to  join  me  at  this  place,  in  order  that  the 
whole  might  be  paid  off,  your  Lordfhip  having  fo  promifed,  and  that 
I  was  to  remain  .here  until  further  orders;  therefore  fliould  I  march 
from  hence  without  orders  (fuppofing  that  the  troops  would  obey  me, 
which  I  doubt  much  without  being  firft  paid  off)  though  authorized 
by  your  Lordfhip,  I  might  he  blamed  by  the  Nabob,  and  perhaps  my 
commiflion  taken  from  me.  I  will  immediately  acquaint  his  Highnefs 
the  Nabob,  and  till  fuch  time  that  I  am  able  to  get  an  anfwer  beg 
leave  to  remain  ;  likewife  it  will  take  fome  few  days  before  all  my  peo- 
ple come  in  from  the  different  parts  of  the  country  to  join  me. 

I  muft  therefore  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  from 
the  time  that  each  province  or  each  village  was  put  into  the  reftored 
Rajah's  pofleffion  by  the  prote&ion  of  the  Honourable  Company's 
forces,    not  a  man  belonging  to  his  Highnefs  the  Nabob  has  oppofed, 

L  1  prevented, 


(     »34    ) 

April  *4th.       prevented,  or  interfered  in  the  collecting  of  the  revenues,  or  of  the  fet- 
tling of  the  country  matters. 

The  prote&ion  of  the  Honourable  Company  to  the  reflored  Rajah 
cannot  exceed  that  to  his  Highnefs,  as  every  one  is  well  convinced  of 
the  alliance  and  friendfhip  that  has  and  will  exift  between  them* 

As  the  Nabob  wrote  to  me  that  the  troops  under  my  command  fhould 
be  paid  off  before  I  ihould  be  ordered  to  march,  it  being  your  Lord- 
fhip's  intentions,  I  beg  to  know,  and  have  to  requeft  of  your  Lordfhip, 
what  meafures  are  to  be  taken  on  this  head.  I  had  an  order  on  this 
country  for  the  payment  of  the  troops,  but  the  change  of  government 
has  put  an  entire  flop  to  its  being  paid. 

Myfelf  as  well  as  the  other  European  officers  have  been  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  building  and  repairing  quarters  when  in  the  garrifon  of  Tan- 
jore,  .the  lift  of  which  was  fent  to  his  Highnefs  the  Nabob,  amounting 
to  7000  Pagodas,  who  has  been  pleafed  to  fend  up  an  order  on  this 
country  for  its  payment 5  but  it  has  like  wife  been  put  a  (top  to. 

I  fliould  not  trouble  your  Lordfhip  with  fuch  a  long  epiftle,  but 
knowing  your  Lordfhip's  good  inclinations  towards  giving  juftice  to 
every  individual,  has  been  the  reafon  of  my  being  fo  bold  ;  and  fo  far 
from  thinking  your  Lordlhip  will  take  it  amifs  of  me,  that  I  hope,  and 
make  no  doubt,  but  that  it  will  meet  with  your  Lordfliip's  approbation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatefl:  refpeft, 
My  Lord, 

Ammachattram,  Your  Lordihrp*s  mod  obedient 

aid  April,  1776.  and  moil  humble  fervant, 

M.  MARTINZ. 

t 

to 
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To  Major  Martinz*  April  14th. 

No.  io» 

S  I  R, 

"  4 

I  HA  VE  received  your  letter  of  the  2nd.  I  conclude  you  muft  To  Major 
have  mifunderftood  the  Nabob's  letter  concerning  the  payment  of  his  MaMmz* 
Highnefs's  troops  in  the  Tanjore  country,  for  as  you  tell  me  that 
letter  is  dated  the  31ft  March,  it  is  extraordinary  I  fhould  have 
heard  nothing  from  the  Nabob  upon  that  head  when  I  took  leave  of 
him  the  day  before;  however  I  fhall  be  glad  if  you  will  fend  me  a 
return  of  them,  and  an  account  of  the  arrears  which  are  due. 

I  am,  SIR, 

Tanjore,  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

14th  April  1776. 

PIGOL 


Prefented  the  Rajah  with  a  Cataree,  which  originally  belonged  to 
the  Gentoo  Kings  of  Trichinopoly, 

Wrote  to   Captains  Cotgrave  and  Mackenzie,  that  I  difapprove  25th. 

of  any  perfons  being  kept  in  confinement  by  the  Company's  troops  j 
and  dire&ing,  that  when  applications  of  fuch  a  nature  are  made  to 
them,  or  their  officers  on  detachment,  they  fend  the  perfbn  complained 
of  under  a  guard  to  Tanjore,  acquainting  Colonel  Harper  there- 
with. 

In  the  evening  left  Tanjore  accompanied  by  the  Rajah,  who  in- 
filled on  feeing  me  to  the  limits  of  his  dominions,  and  was  alfb  defirous 
of  vifiting  the  Dam  between  the  Coleroon  and  Cavery.  Stopped  in  the 

1  night 


(     I3«    ) 

night  at  Trecatapolly,  a  Fort  belonging  to  Tanjore,  which  the  Ka< 
•  bob's  Kelladar  was  ready  to  evacuate. 


April  26th. 


*$th< 


In  the  morning  paffed  over  the  Dam,  which  is  an  ancient  work 
of  ftone,  extremely  well  laid  and  cemented  together,  with  a  folid  coat 
of  gravel  over  it.  By  this  Dam  the  fuperfluous  water  of  the  Cavcry 
pafies  into  the  Coleroon  in  floods,  and  prevents  the  Tanjore  country 
from  being  overflowed,  as  the  prefervation  of  this  bank  fecures  a  fuf- 
ficiency  of  water  to  the  fame  country. 

■ 
In  the  evening  parted  with  the  Rajah,  leaving  him  there,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Samvaveram. 

At  Tiagar  received  a  letter  (No.  11)  from  Major  Martinz,  with 
a  (late  of  the  Nabob's  troops,  and  an  account  of  the  arrears  due  to 
them. 


No  11. 

Letter  from 
Major  Mar- 
tinz, with  a 
return  of  the 
Nabob's 
troops  and  ac- 
count of  ar- 
rears. 


To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  George  Pigot. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfhipr 

I  AM  honoured  with  your  Lordlhip's  letter  of  the  24th  inftant, 
and,  in  confequence  of  your  Lordlhip's  commands,  I  fend  enclofed  a 
prefent  flate  of  the  troops  now  here,  wherein  are  particularized  the  dif- 
ferent corps  that  have  been  feparated  or  detached  from  me  fince  I 
marched  out  of  Tanjore,  as  likewifc  a  calculation,  as  true  as  I  poilible 
could  make  out,  of  the  pay  due. 

The  troops  arc  always  paid  by  black  writers,  who  attend  the  head 
man  belonging  to  the  Nabob,  and  they  pay  every  man  as  per  Chera% 
and  not  by  abftrafts  from  European  officers;  therefore,  my  Lord,  fliould 
the  payment  of  thefe  troops  be  taken  into  confideration  by  your  Lord- 

fhip, 


/ 


C    137    ) 

Ifiip*  and  a  fum  of  money  ordered  for  that  purpofe,  I  will  give  a  receipt 
for  it,  and  deliver  the  fum  to  Mahomed  Nazeeb  Cawn  Behauder,  the 
Buckfee  and  Paymafter-General  to  all  the  troops,  and  I  fhall  fee  that  he 
ckrcs  pay  them  off.  *  I  can  allure  your  Lordfhip  that  feven  months  are 
now  due  from  the  id  of  Odlober  to  the  end  of  April  1776,  out  of 
\  which  arrears  fome  of  the  Seapoys  that  were  about  the  country  may 

Jiave  received  a  trifle,  which  is  only  known  to  the  black  writers. 


I 


After  the  gentlemen  bad  reprefented  to  the  Nabob  the  expenfe  they- 
l^ad  been  at  in  building  and  repairing  quarters,  his  Highnefs  fent  an 
rder  for  the  payment  of  the  money  they  had  laid  out,  and  I  pafled  my 
orcf  to  them,  that  agreeable  to  the  faid  order  they  fhould  be  reim- 
"fcttn-fed;  I  could  wrfh  yottr  I,ord4hip  we»ld  advife  me  how  it  is  to  be 
-procured,  as  the  houfes  built  and  repaired  by  individuals  are  now  become. 
property  of  the  reftored  Rajahs 

With  the  greateft  refpeft, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lord, 

Anwtiaehattram*  Your  Lordfhip's  mod  obedient 

i£xh  April,  ,1776,.  and  moft  humble  fervant,. 

NL  MARTJNZ* 


M'ttfy  A  pre  fent 
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*  Calculation  of  Pay  due  to  the  Troops  belonging  to  his  Highnefs  the  Nabob, 
which  compofed  the  Garrifon  of  Tanjore,  commanded  by  Major  M.  Martinz. 

Due  to  the  2d  Brigade  now  at  Ammachattram,  viz. 

*P    L  Pagodas. 

*  othe  2d  Battalion,  officers,  ferjeants,  and  artificers  included, 

pay  from  the  ift  of  Odober  to  the  end  of  April,    1776, 

7  months,   at  about  2000  Pagodas  per  month,  —     14,000 

£0  the  jd  Battalion,  officers,  ferjeants,  &c.  as  above         —     14,000 

o  riie  4th  ditto,  ditto  —  _  _     I4,ooo 

7V>*~njor  Martinz*  pay  and  allowances,  at  300  Pagodas  per 


month,  7  months,        —  _  _  —       2,100 

To    x    ^lajo^s  off-reckonings,  from  the  1  ft  of  January,   1775, 

end  of  December,  1776,  two  years,  at  750  Pagodas 
annum,  —  —  —  —       i^00 

To    ^     Captains*  off  reckonings  for  2' years  as  above,   at 

S°o  Pagodas  per  annum  each^  1000  Pagodas  —      2,000 


Total     47,600 


Due  to  the  troops  detached. 


To  -1  Regiment  of  Light  Infantry  Seapoys,  formerly 
Artillery,  from  the  ift  of  Oftober  to  the  end  of 
April,  1776,  —  —  —        —        Seven  months 

0  X  Regiment  of  Infantry,  Topaffes  as  above,       —  Ditto 

^°   the  1  oth  Battalion,  detached  as  abovg,               —  Ditto 

y,  °  the  9th  Battalion,  as  above             —                — *  Ditto 

*  Company  of  Invalid  Seapoys,            —         —  Ditto 

j*  ^i\  B.  To  clear  off  all  the  troops  that  were  in  the  Garrifon  of 
^1 r*\jore  a  fum  of  one  hundred  and  ten  or  twenty  thoufand  Pagodas 
**     be  required. 

a  Wrote 


(     HO    I 


April  29th.  Wrote  to  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  (No.  12.) 

No,  I2%  To  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore. 

I  write  this  from  Tiagar,  which  I  compute  to  be  about  halfway  upon** 
my  journey  home,  and  it  is  to  repeat  my  affu  ranees,  that  I  will  omit  no* 
opportunity  of  making  the  Company  acquainted  how.  juftly  they  have- 
fupported  you,  how  much  you  merit  their  protection,  and  how  thankful: 
you  have  been  for  the  attention  they  have  (hewn  to  your  fufferings*; 
»  thofe  fufferings,  I  hope,  are  at  an  end,  and  1  pray  to  God  that  yoUu 

may  in  time  to  come  enjoy  all  the  biefiing  that  life  affords* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  refpedt  and  efteem; 
Tiagar,  Your  mofl;  obedient  humble  fervairt, 

39th  April,  1776.  P  I  G  O  T. 

Received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stratton  and  the  Council  of  Fort  St. 
George,  dated  the  24th  inftant. 

30th*  In   the  morning  came   to  Tricalbor,    where  we   found  420   fine 

Guzerat  cows*  formerly  belonging  to  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  befides 
many  elephants,  and  a  great  number  of  bullocks,  &c»  brought  from  the 
Tanjore  country. 

May  3+  At  Outremaloor  received  letter  from  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  (No.  .13.) 

No.  13.  From  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore.  Received  at  Outremaloor,  $d  A4ay%   1776* 

Letter  from 

Tanjore,  °  After  having  viewed  the  bank  and  taken  leave  of  your  Lordfhip,  I 

fee 


(     *4*     ) 

i  - 

fct  out  on  my  return;  and  on  the  29th  April  arrived' at  Trivady;  from* 
thence,  after  performing  my  ablutions  in  the  Cavery,  I  fet  out  and  ar- 
rived in  ihc  fort  of  Tanjorc  in  the  evening.    On  leaving  your  Lordfhip* 
J  experienced  the  fame  anxiety  of  mind  that  a  child  feels  at  being  de- 
prived of  its  parents.  How  fliall  I  attempt  to  write  on  a  fubjedi  of  fuch* 
a  boundlefc  nature  a*  that  of  your  goodnefsand  humanity  towards  me  ?. 
1  was  ruined,  and  you  faved  me;  I  had  fallen  into  an  abyfs  and  mifery,. 
and  you  took  me  by  the  hand  and  roufed  me.     Believe  me  I  can  never 
forget  you,  you  will  be  always  in  my  thoughts.  The  paternal  advice  you. 
jgave  has  taken  deep  root  in  my  mind,  and  1  (hall  be  careful  to  put  every, 
yart  of  it  in  practice.     I  hope  to  be  honoured  with  your  Lordlhip*s> 
letter,  which.  wiJl  always  be  a  matter  of  joy  to  me. 

What  ftiall  I  write  more  ? 

(Signed)    SREE    RAM.  EURTAUK 


Arrived  at  Fort  St.  George; 

No.  14.  is  a  long  letter  from  the  Nabob,  dated  25th  April,  received 

upon  the  road. 

^r  an/lotion  of  a  Copy,  ofi  a  Letter  to  Lord  Pigot*  dated  and  received  the  29/fr 

jifrily.  1776.. 

Your  Lordfliip's  letter,  written  in  Englifli*  dated  the   8th  inftant,. 

£)und  me  opprefled  with  concern  and  uneafinefs,  and  I  now  proceed  to* 

anfwer  it  as  far  as  Lhave  been  able  to  underftand  the  contents  in  the, 

3£nglifh.langyag*. 

You  write,  that  if  I  had  attended  to  your  advice  before  you  left  Ma^ 
dras,  your  going  to  Tanjore  would  have  beenunneceffary.  From  the 
beginning  of  my  firm  friendftiip  with  the  Company  and  Englilh  Nation,, 
lhave  always  paid  attention  to  the  counfels  of  the  agents  of  my  good 
friends,  when  the  objeft  of  fuch  counfels  was  the  prefervation  of  my 
honour  and  rights;  but  have  always  declared  my  own  opinions,  and  fug- 
gefted  my  own  arguments,  in  all  fuch  matters  as  have  appeared  difadvan- 

N  n  tageou** 


May  5th*. 


Letter  from* 
the  Nabob, , 
recapitu- 
lating cir- 
cum  fiances 
regarding  the  • 
reiteration  off 
the  Rajah*. 


(     H*     ) 

ttogeous  to  my  affairs,  and  derogatory  to  my  honour.  After  your 
•Lordlhip's  arrival,  and  my  being  informed  of  the  orders  you  brought 
out  from  the  Company  relative  to  Tanjore,  you  well  know  that  I 
readily  agreed  to  receive  a  garrifon  of  my  friends  in  that  fort ;  but  as  J 
was  well  perfuaded  that  the  Company's  orders  concerning  the  Tanjore 
country  proceeded  from  their  being  unacquainted  with  the  real  cir- 
cumftances  of  affairs  here,  I  explained  -to  you  my  wifhes  and  incli- 
nations on  the  fubjeft,  defired  leave  to  fend  a  faithful  reprefentation  of 
matters  to  the  Company,  and  begged  and  entreated  you  in  th'e  moft 
preffing  manner  not  to  interfere  in  my  rights  until  the  receipt  of  the 
Company's  anfwer.  This  requeft  however,  although  it  could  not  be 
attended  with  any  detriment,  you  did  not  comply  with,  but  proceeded 
to  Tanjore.  I  told  your  Lordihip  repeatedly  that  a  (ingle  Company's 
peon  was  fufficient  for  the  purpofe,  as  my  fervants  had  my  orders  not 
to  oppofe  the  Company's  people,  and  that  your  going  was  therefore 

aeceflary. 

< 

Your  Lordihip  writes  to  me,  "  To  be  affured  that  you  will  ufe 
**  your  utmoft  endeavours  on  all  occafions  to  preferve  my  rights,  and 
"  that  you  will  never  interfere  in  any  of  my  affairs,  as  I  am  pleafed  to 
exprefs  myfelf,  unlefs  fuch  affairs  be  conne&ed  with  the  interefts  of 
your  employers  •,  that  in  fuch  cafe  I  may  be  affured  you  will  do  what 
may  appear  proper ;  and  that  as  I  am  an  ancient  friend  and  ally,  you 
€t  are  convinced  I  (hall  approve  of  your  making  ufe  of  my  authority." 
I  am  obliged  to  your  Lordihip  for  what  you  are  fo  good  as  to  declare  of 
your  intentions  to  preferve  my  rights,  and  not  to  interfere  in  my 
affairs,  and  if  the  event  turns  out  purfuantly,  I  lhall  ftill  be  more 
obliged- 

From  the  beginning  of  the  eftablifhment  of  my  friendfliip  with  the 

Company,  I  have  upon  all  occafions  made  their  intereft  and  profpe- 

J  rity  the  objedt  of  my  conftant  attention,  and  lhall  always  continue  to 

do  fo  i  and  my  good  friends  have  likewrfe  confidered,  and  ftill  con- 

4  tiirac 
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cc 
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tinue  to  confidcr  the  prefcrvation  of  the  rights  and  honour  of  their  firm 
friend,  as  immediately  connefted  with  their  own  intercft  and  fuccefs. 
I  hope  in  God  that  this  chain  of  friendfhip  will  continue  ftrong  during 
my  life,  and  that  it  may  be  handed  down  without  decay  or  blemifh  to 
my  lateft  pofterity. 

Your  Lordihip  will  be  candid  enough  to  acknowledge,  how  impoffible 
it  muft  be  for  me  to  approve  of  your  making  ufe  of  my  authority,  in  a 
tranfafrion  which  is  derogatory  to  my  rights  and  honour  as  an  ally  of 
the  King  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  ancient  and  original  friend  of  the 
Company  and  Englifh  Nation. 

You  write,  "  That  when  you  took  leave  of  me,  you  informed  me 
you  were  going  to  Tanjore  to  re-eftablifh  Tuljaujee  in  his  Government* 
and  to  put  his  country  under  his  management,  by  the  authority  and 
purfuant  to  the  pofitive  orders  of  the  Company."  With  regard  to  this 
tranfaftion,  I  muft  obferve,  that  I  nevef  gave  my  confent  to  it,  but  have 
both  declared  and  written  my  pleafure  on  the  fabjeft  according  to  a 
certain  mode,  as  will  appear  by  my  feveral  letters,  dated  the  29th  of  Ze- 
cada,  the  3d  and  12th  of  Zehudja,  in  the  year  of  the  Hegyra  1 189, 
and  the  20th  and  28th  of  Mohurrum,  and  the  4th  and  7th  of  Suffur, 
in  the  year  of  the  Hegyra  1 190. 

Your  Lordihip  writes,  "  That  you  are  forry  to  obferve,  you  found  on 
palling  through  the  country  that  my  principal  managers  had  by  my  or- 
ders left  the  villages,  and  carried  away  all  the  accounts  $  that  you  foon 
learnt  the  cafe  was  the  fame  in  all  the  other  parts  of  the  country ;  and 
that  every  fpecies  of  difficulty  wai  thrown  in  yout  way*  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  Company's  orders,  and  to  diftrefs  the  inhabitants  and 
country  :  that  under  fuch  circumftances  you  had  thought  proper  to  ef- 
cort  the  Dobbeer  to  Tanjore  with  the  Company's  horfe  •,  that  he  was 
formerly  at  the  head  of  the  revenue  department  in  Tuljaujee's  fervice, 

and 
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and  lately  in  mine :  that  if  I  will  fend  orders  to  my  managers  and  fer- 
vants  to  return  with  their  accounts,  juftice  can  be  done  to  every  oner 
and  you  can  reftore  the  country  in  a  proper  manner,  which  all  the  world 
*xpe£ls  from*  the  ancient  friend  and  ally  of  the  Company." 

Before  your  Lordfhip's  departure  for  Tanjore,  I  had  ordered  the- 
Dobbeer  and  my  clerks  and  officers  employed  in  that  country  to  come; 
to  me  with  their  accounts  and  papers,  and  they  had  accordingly  pro- 
ceeded to  Allyanoor;  which  k  dependent  oiv  Trichinopoly,.  in  their 
way  to  this  place;. 

s 

Upon  your  arrival  at  Tanjore,  Mohummud  AbrarCawn,  and  Nizanr 
ul-Dien  Ahmed  Cawn,  and  Ally  DillCawn,  and  others,  my  principal 
managers,,  fome  of  whom  from  father  to  fon  have  been  for  a  length  of 
time  paft  in  my  fervice,  and1  who  are  employed  in  my  affairs  in  the 
Tanjore  diftrifts,  went  out  to  meet  your  Lordlhip,.  and  fhewed  yotr 
•very  pofiible  attention  and  refpeft.  Although  there  were  fix  thoufand 
men,  and  a  proportionable  quantity  of  (lores,  in  the  fort  of  Tanjore,, 
I  gave  it  up  without  delay  into  the  hands  of  my  friends,,  to  be  guarded* 
and  defended  by  them  ;  and.  my  managers,  perfons  of  confederation  ar 
above-mentioned,  purfuant  to  the  orders  I  gave  them,  made  no  oppo— 
fition  to  the  peopte  fent  by  you  vnotwithftanding  which,  (ingle  guards  of 
your  people  treated  my  principal  managers,  in  the  face  of  my  numerous* 
army,  with  more  diflionour  and  difgrace  than  even  an  enemy  is  fubjedt 
to,  and,  after  confining  them  with  indignity,  feized  their  papers.  Pub- 
Ik  proclamation  was  alfo  made  in  the  fort,  and  through  ail  the  diftri&s  of 
Tanjore,  that  no  one  muft  give  protedion  or  rice  to  any  of  my  people,, 
but  bring  them  forth  y  and  even  that  if  any  perfon  gave  (belter  to  any  o£ 
my  fervants,  he  fhould  be.  confidered.as  criminal. 

Further,  not  fatisfied  with  this,  fixty  European  Horfe,  with  SeapoysK. 
palling  the  Civery  and  Cofcroon  with  great  hade,  came  fuddenly  to  AW 

lyanoor^ 
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tyanoor :  what  they  did  there  your  Lordfhip  well  knows  ;  my  mind  is 
too  much  agitated  to  allow  of  my  entering  into  the  relation  of  it. 

After  all  thefc  circumftances,  I  cannot  tell  what  were  the  difficulties 
thrown  in  your  way  to  obftruft  the  execution  of  the  Company's  orders. 
1  never  once  imagined  I  (hould  fuffer  fuch  difgraces.  Confufion  has 
arifen  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  my  Government,  and  not  a 
fmgle  man  of  the  people  of  my  country  has  any  longer  any  depen- 
dence on  me. 

If  your  objeft  is  to  infpefl:  the  accounts  of  the  country,  the  accounts 
t)f  every  village,  according  to  the  eftablilhed  regulations  of  this  country, 
are  to  be  found  in  each  village  refpe&ively.  What  perfons  or  what  pa- 
pers  are  now  out  of  the  reach  of  your  authority,  that  it  (hould  be  necef- 
fary  for  you  to  apply  to  me  for  them  ? 

If  your  attention  is  to  do  juftice  to  my  creditors  and  the  people  of  my 
army,  you  well  know  that  I  have  repeatedly  bpth  written  and  fpoken  to 
you  on  this  fubjeft. 

You  write,  "It  is  very  true  that  you  and  my  other  friends,  and  the 
friends  and  well-wifhers  to  the  profperity  of  the  Company,  have  been, 
and  are,  and  ftill  continue  to  be  very  uneafy  about  the  large  arrears  of 
pay  due  to  my  troops.  That  it  may  perhaps  be  made  appear  I  have 
received  as  much  money  from  the  TanJQre  country,  fince  I  was 
firft  apprized  of  the  Company's  orders  relative  thereto,  as  would 
have  enabled  me  to  clear  off  the  arrears  due  to  Nazib  Cawn's  army, 
and  a  large  part  of  the  arrears  due  to  the  reft  of  my  troops  likewile. 
That  if  I  will  refer  to  the  letters  that  have  been  written  to  me  on  this 
fubjedl,  I  fhall  find  that  a  certain  mode  had  been  propofed  to  me,  and 
that  I  had  been  requefted  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  to  receive  an  Englilh 
garrifon  into  Tanjore,  and  to  deliver  up  the  place  without  conditions 

O  o  to 
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tfi  Tuljaujee,  as  the  impofing  conditions  in*  fuch  a  tran&dion  would  be 
highly  difhonourablc. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  this : — The  Tanjbre  country  is  not  alb 
afligned  for  the  payment  of  the  arrears  due  to  my  troops ;  one  diftrift- 
only  has  been  afligned  for  that  purpofe,  and  the  whole  of  the  rent  of 
the  country  has  been  afligned  to  my  creditors.  I  told  you  this  circurn* 
fiance,  and  at  the  time  of  my  confenting,  to  receite  a  garrifon  of 
my  friends  into  Tanjore,  both  myfelf  and  all  my  counfellors  clearly  un- 
derftood,  from  your  exprefs  declarations,  that  my  deputy  Mahomed  Na- 
zib  Cawn  was  always  to  remain  in  the  government  of  the  fort.  Iwas 
not  fatisfied  with  under  (landing  you  in  this  fenfe  once,  but  undcrftood 
the  fame  meaning  from  your  repeated  declarations,  and  was.  aflured  m 
my  own  mind  that  Nazib  Cawn  was  always  to  remain  in  the  fort  as* 
Kelladar. 

In  the  fame  manner  as  my  certainty  m  this  matter  has  been  changecf 
to  doubt,  it  may  happen  alfo  that  my  certainty  may  be  changed  to 
doubt  with  refpedt  to  other  matters.;  fuch  as  the  payment  of  the  arrears 
due  to  my  troops  v  their  continuing  at  Mookrumun  until  the  faid  arrears 
be  difcharged  ;  my  (hewing  you  a  paper,  after  it  had  been  translated  in- 
to Englifti  by  Mr.  Chambers,  which  I  had  written  upon  this  fubjeA  to 
Mahomed  Nazib  Cawn  ;  your  approving  of  that  paper  ;  my  deliver- 
ing the  paper  into  your  hands ;  your  fending  it  enclofed  in  a  letter  from 
your  felf  to  Colonel  Harper  j,  Colonel  Harper's  delivering  the  paper  to 

Nazib  Cawn ;  my  troops  being  accordingly  fatisfied  therewith  •,  Nazib 

• 

Cawn  bringing  off"  the  troops  from  Tanjore,  by  (landing  fecurity  for  the 
engagement;  and :  laftly,  my  troops  remaining  in  Mookrumun,  in  the 
expedtation  of  receiving  their  arrears.  If,  at  the  time  I  con  fide  red  my- 
felf at  a  certainty,  I  had  inftead  thereof  been  under  any  doubt,  I  fhould 
have  afcertained  the  matter  by  writing. 

You  write, cc  That  you  think  I  and  my  managers  deferve  praife  for  hav- 
ing brought  off  an  army  that  had  fuch  large  arrears  of  pay  due  to  them* 
but  that  you  never  made  any  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  Company  % 

z  that 
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•fiat  I  well  know  it  is  the  Company's  orders  the  Tanjofe  country  fhoulcf 
be  reftored  to  the  Rajah".    What  you  are  pleafed  to  fay  on  this  occar 
ton  1  impute  entirely  to  your  goodnefs,   as  you  yourfelf  were  in  fad 
the  occafion  of  the  troops  being  brought   off,   by  approving,  fend- 
ing, and  giving  fan&ion  to  the  letter  I  wrote  to  Nazib  Cawn  \  it  is  1 
therefore  who  ought  to  exprefs  my  applaufe  of  your  conduit  on  this  oc- 
cafion*. 

You  write,  that  you  have  often  reprefented  to  me,  and  will  now  again 
tell  me,  that  there  is  one,  and  but  one  way  of  eafing  me  of  the  load  of* 
arrears  due  to  my  troops  j  which  is,  that  if  I  will  difmifs  fuch  part  of 
them  as  have  a  large  amount  of  pay  due,  or  caufe  fuch  of  them  as  you  may 
approve  to  enter  into  the  Company's  fe'rvice,  you  will  then  ufe  your 
endeavours  with  Tuljaujee  to  procure  a  part  of  the  revenues  of  his  coun- 
try to  be  appropriated  to  the  difcharge  of  their  arrears ;  but  that  I  fhew 
no  inclination  to  liften  to  this  propofal,  and  that  you  do  not  know  how 
the  Company  can  in  any  other  refpeft  give  me  any  affiftaace  on  the  oc- 
cafion.. 


You  repeat  again  and  again,  that  an  army  not  regularly  paid  will 
always  have  the  afcendant  over  their  matters j  that  if  my  troops  do  ot 
difband  themfelves,  as  you  hear  forae  of  them  have  done,  I  muft  dif- 
band  them,  or  my  difficulties  will  go  on  increafihg  every  day. 

With  refped  to  the  revenues  of  the  Tanjor*  country.,  they  were  be- 
fore your1  arrival  from  Europe  afligned  to,  my  creditors  and  troops,  of 
which. I  have  heretofore  informed  you..  The  arrears  due  to  my  troops 
were  owing  to  the  crops  being  gathered  in.  The  grain  was  to  have  been 
delivered  to  them,  but  jpft  as- they  were  going  to; receive  their  dues*,  my. 
arrangements  were  overiet.  Your  Lordftiip  fcriows,  that  on  fuch  art 
occafion  my  character  and  dignity  is  concerned,  and  that  as  I  have  many 
Rajahs  in  my  fervice  of  equal  degree  with  Tuljaujee,  I  cannot  fubmit 
to  receive  an  obligation  of  fuch  a  kind  from  one  who  is  my  fubjeft  and: 

ferv-mt^ 
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:Kefdlved,that 
the   fort  and 
country  of 
Tanjore  be 
protected  in 
confideration 
of  Pagodas 
4  Lacks. 

Mr.Mackay's 
minute  there- 
in. 


fervant.  The  Tanjore  country  is  irfelf  anfwerable  For  the  arrears  doc 
to  my  troops  and  the  balances  of  my  creditors,  and  I  refer  it  to  my 
good  friends  to  do  me  juftice  on  this  point. 

1  mud  defire  you  in  all  circumftances,  and  upon  all  occafions,  to  con- 
fider  me  as  the  allured  and  unalterable  friend  of  the  Company,  the 
firm  and  much  favoured  ally  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  fin- 
cere  wcll-wiQier  of  the  whole-  Englifh  Nation.  There  is  not  in  the 
whole  world  any  thing  that  is  capable  of  breaking  the  chain  of  this 
friendfhip. 

Refolved,  that  the  requeft  ol  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  not  only  to  garri- 
fon  the  fort,  but  to  protect  the  country  of  Tanjore  by  the  Company's 
troops,  in  confideration  of  his  paying  Pagodas  400,000  per  annum  be 
complied  with. 

When  Mr.  Mackay  contented  to  the  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  wrote 
from  the  Board  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident,  he  was  of  opinion, 
as  he  is  dill,  that  it  would  be  more  conformable  to  the  orders  of  the 
Company  to  make  a  feparate  agreement  with  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  for 
the  garrifon  of  that  fort ;  he  neverthelefs  agrees  to  accept  of  the  four 
Lacks  of  Pagodas  offered  by  him  for  the  purpofes  mentioned  in  his 
letter. 


Sir  Robert 
Fletcher's 

minute  there- 
in. 


The  proceed- 
ings of  the 
Prefident  in 
the  execution 
of  his  com- 
miffion  ap- 
proved. 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher  approves  of  the  acceptance  of  the  four  Lacks  of 
Pagodas,  but  he  cannot  change  the  opinions  he  gave  in  Confultation 
24th  April  laft. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  retires  from  the  Ttoard  indifpofed. 

The  Board  approve  of  the  Preiident's  proceedings  on  his  com  million 
sto  Tanjore. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Mackay  approves  of  the  Prefident's  proceedings,  excepting  in 
the  feizure  of  the  Dobbeer  in  the  Nabob's  country,  and  in  flogging 
Comero  Dubafli  on  the  public  parade. 


Mr.Mackty*! 
exception* 


Mr.  Jourdan  approves  of  the  Prefident's  proceedings  at  Tanjore,  ex-     Mr.j6urfaaft 
cepting  in  the  feizure  of  the  Dobbeer  in  the  Nabob's  country.  exception. 


Mr.  Palmer'* 
opinion. 

Mr.  Dawfoa't 
approval. 


Mr.  Palmer  agrees  in  opinion  with  Mr,  Jourdan. 

It  gives  Mr.  Dawfon  much  concern  any  part  of  his  Lordftiip's  pro- 
ceedings Ihould  give  the  Nabob  offence ;  but  he  fuppofes  his  Lordihip 
found  thofe  proceedings  abfolutely  necefTary  towards  executing  the  Com- 
pany's orders  to  reftore  the  country  of  Tanjore  to  the  Rajah;  and  fuch 
is  his  opinion  of  his  Lordfhip's  undemanding,  honour  and  integrity, 
that  he  cannot  but  approve  of  them. 


Mr.  Stratton  approves  of  the  Prefident*$  proceedings  at  Tanjore,  ex-     Mr,Strattonfa 

*  • 

cepting  in  the  feizure  of  the  Dobbeer  in  the  Nabob's  country.  exception. 

The  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  letter,  in  anfwer  to 
two  letters  from  the  Nabob  to  Mr.  Stratton  duripg.  the  Prefident's  ab~ 
fence,  under  date  2  ill  and  27th  ultimo. 


To  the  Nafoh 

« 

May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 

ON  reading  over  the  proceedings  of  Mr,  Stratton  and  the  other  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  Council,  I  find  two  letters  from  you  addrefled  toMr.  Strat- 
ton, which  I  ftiall  now  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  anfwer. 

That  your  mind  is  full  of  trouble  and  uneafinefs  does  not  furprize 

cne;  bad  counfellors  have  often  diftrafted  a  mind  as  great  as    your 

Higlmefs's. 

P  p  Your 


To  the  Na* 
bob,  imput- 
ing to  bad 
c  uinfeHors 
his  diftrefs  of 
mind,  on  the 
fubjed  of  the 
Dobbeer,  and 

information 
received  froai 
him. 
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Your  fon  Ameer  ul  Omrah  perhaps  forgot  tQ  inform  you,  that 
Naroo  Pundit,  the  Dobbeer,  after  Tanj ore  was  taken,  told  your  fon  he 
would  not  defert  his  mafter  in  his  misfortunes ;  and  refufed  to  aft  until 
he  carried  him  to  the  Rajah,  and  defired  him  to  lay  his  commands  up- 
on him.  Was  it  noble,  was  it  generous,  was  it  honourable,  was  itjuft, 
to  imprifon  this  venerable  old  man,  between  70  and  80  years  of  age; 
this  public  officer,  this  firft  officer  of  the  Tanjore  revenue ;  this  officer 
of  the  public,  not  your  Highnefs's  fervant  ? 

From  this  man  I  learnt  that  your  Highnefs  had  received  from  the 
Tanjore  country,  in  the  three  years  you  have  had  it  in  your  pofleflion, 
40  Lacks  of  Pagodas,  which  will  be  a  great  fatisfadtion  to  my  employ- 
ers, as  they  will  be  confident  that  the  expenfes  your  Highnefs  has  been 
at  could  not  have  amounted  to  near  that  fum. 

I  learnt  alfo  from  the  Dobbeer,  that  the  revenue  of  Tanjore  for  this 
year  amounted  only  to  12  Lacks  of  Pagodas,  that  there  remained  only 
3  Lacks  to  be  colle&ed  by  the  Rajah,  anid  that  your  Highnefs's  receipts, 
orders,  and  the  ufual  charge  amounted  to  full  95  this  was  a  great  fatis- 
fattion  to  me,  as  I  truft  it  will  enable  your  Highnefs  to  pay  the  arrears 
due  to  your  troops.  The  good  purpofes  the  meafure  has  anfwered  will  I 
hope  appearto  you  afufficient reafonforefcortingthe  Dobbeer  toTanjore. 

Shall  the  gates  of  Arialoor,  or  any  other  gates  in  the  Payen-Ghaut, 
be  (hut  againft  the  troops  of  the  Company,  who  have  fought  for  you 
near  30  years,  when  they  afk  admittance  by  my  authority  I  I  hope 
not.  This  would  \>e  an  improper  return  to  the  man  who  put  your 
Highnefs  in  pofTeflion  of  them,  upon  your  folemn  affurances  that  there 
was  no  diftindtion  between  you  and  the  Company,  and  that  you  wifhed 
it  only  for  the  appearance  it  would  have  with  the  country  powers. 

Your  letter  of  the  27th  is  a  matter  of  the  utmofl  aftonifhment  to 
me.      In  the  public  notice  given  when  the  country  of  Tanjore  was 

reftored 
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reftored  to  the  Rajah,  it  was  exprcfsly  faid, — what  he  poffeffcd  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  treaty  your  Highnefs  made  with  him  in  1762,  no  other 
was  meant  to  be  given  to  him ;  and  the  Rajah  never  exprefied  a  wifh  to 
have  more  than  the  Company  thought  his  right. 

NazibKhan  received  every  mark  of  refpeft  when  he  left  Tanjore  5  and 
1  allure  your  Highnefs  that  every  officer  and  fervant  I  have  feen  of  your's 
has  merited,  and  has  received,  all  the  civility  I  could  poffibly  pay  to  him, 

I  could  fay  more  in  reply  to  this  letter,  but  ihall  conclude  with  giv- 
ing you  the  ftrongeft  a  durances  of  my  fteady  attachment  to  your  in- 
tereft,  and  of  the  wi(h  I  have  that  you  would  put  it  in  my  power  to  render 
you  every  fetvice  1  am  capable  of. 

Being,  with  the  greateft  eftcem, 


Fort  St.  George, 
ijthMay,  1776. 


Your  Highntfs's  fincere  friend 

and  humble  fervant, 


P  I  G  O  I 


The  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  letter  from  the  Rajah 

of  Tanjore,  dated  the  7th  inftant,  as  entered  in  Country  Correfpondence, 

No.  38,  enclofing  copy  of  a  letter  of  congratulation  to  him  from  Hyder 

Ally  Cawn,  who  recommends  to  him  to  keep  a  fteady  attachment  with 

theEnglilhi  and  a  memorandum  from  the  Dobbeer,  refpefting    the 

peceffity  of  orders  being  fent  to  Tondeman  not  to  interfere  with  the 

villages  belonging  to  Tanjore,  and  advifing  of  80000  Cullums  of  Paddy 

being  already  collc&ed  at  the  fea-fide,  ready  for  tranfportation.     The 

Prefident  likewife  lays  another  letter  before  the  Board  from  the  Rajah < 

of  Tanjore,  as  entered  in  Country  Correfpondence  No.  39^  advifing  of 

his  having  received  letters  of  congratulation  and  prefents  from  the  Ma* 

rattas,  and  of  his  having  taken  into  his  fervice  45pfpearmen  and  Dalayet* 

and  two  companies  of  Iiafcars. 

At 


(    i$*    ) 

At  a  Confutation, 


-Tucfday,i4th 
May  1776, 


PRESENT, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefident. 

George  Dawfon  ■  -  ■  ■  ■ 

^  Alexander  Dairy mple  John  Maxwell  Stone 

Archdale  Palmer  —  —        ~— — 

Geo.  Mackay 
Mr.  Stratton,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  and  Mr.  Jourdan  indifpofed  -,  Mr. 

Brooke  abfent. 


Letter  from 
Sir  Robert 
Fletcher,with 
letter  from 
Captain  Mor- 
rifon,  and  de- 
firing  that  the 
time  of  his 
leavingCoan- 
<i\  yefterday 
may  be  mi- 
juitcd. 


The  Secretary  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  letter  from  Sir 
JRobcrt  Fletcher. 

To  Richard  Joftpb  SuUvant  Efq.  Military  Secretary. 
SIR, 

I  COME  to  the  fort  merely  to  find  a  letter  from  Captain  Morrifon 
to  me,  which  I  beg  you  to  lay  before  the  Board  to-day,  that  their  plea- 
fure  may  be  taken  upon  it.  I  am  not  well  enough  to  rifk  a  long 
Council  to  day,  and  defire  therefore  you  would  make  my  excufe  to  the 
Board.  Be  pleafed  to  minute  the  time  of  my  leaving  Council  yefterday, 
that  my  fan&ion  may  appear  to  nothing  that  came  under  confideration 
excepting  the  acceptance  of  four  Lacks  of  Pagodas  from  the  Rajah, 
which  approbation  I  left  in  writing,  preferving  the  opinions  I  gave  in 
Confultation  the  24th  of  I  aft  month,  when  the  Board  addrefied  a  letter  to 
ihe  Prefident. 

I  am,  Sit, 

Your  very  obedient  fervant, 

ROBERT  FLETCHER. 

The 


r 


i 
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The  following  letters  to  Bombay  and  Bengal  are  now  read,  approved,     ^  th  ^ 
and  ordered  to  6e  difpatched, 

To  the  Honourable  Warren  Hafiings  Efq>  Governor-General,  ©V.  Council 

of  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 


Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

WHEN  we  did  ourfelves  the  honour  to  writfe  you  the  29th  of 
March)  we  informed  you  that  our  Prefident  was  fetting  out  for  Tanjore* 
to  execute  the  orders  of  the  Company  received  by  the  Grenville.  The 
Rajah  of  Tanjore  was  accordingly  reftored  to  his  Government  on  the 
nth  April*  and  our  Prefident  returned  hither  the  5th  iriftant. 

The  enclofed  is  copy  of  a  lfctter  from  the  Rajah.  We  did  not  think  it 
right  to  take  any  additional  country  near  Devy  Cotah;  we  have  acqui- 
efced  ill  his  other  requefts,  and  think  the  benefit  to  our  Honourable 
Matters,  which  will  arife  therefrom,  will  be  very  confiderable. 

Accompanying  we  fend  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  enclofed  to  our  Pre- 
fident by  the  Chief  of  Tellicherry. 

Sir  Edward  Hughes  arrived  here  this  morning  with  his  Majefty's 
{hip  Salifbury  and  Swallow  (loop. 

Mr.  William  Chambers  proceeds  to  Bengal  to  ferve  the  Honourable 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  as  principal  interpreter  and  Perfian 
tranQator,  in  purfuance  of  the  recommendation  of  your  Honour,  &c.  of 
the  13th  March  1775;  his  continuance  on  the  Coaft  has  been  necef- 
fary  to  this  time. 

We  have  the  hondur  to  be*  with  great  refpeft* 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 
Fort  St.  George,  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants; 

14th  May,  1776; 

P  I  G  O  T   &c.  Councib 


General  let- 
ter to  Bengal, 
with  copy  of 
a  letter  from 
the  Rajah  of 
Tanjore,  and 
advifihg  of 
Mr.  Cham- 
bers's depar- 
ture for  Ben* 
gal. 


Q^q 


fr 
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Letter  to 
Bombay,  ad- 
vifing  of  the 
RajahofTan- 
jore*s  resto- 
ration, and 
cnclofing  co- 
py of  the  let- 
ter from  hiixu 


to  tbe  Honourable  William  Hornby,  Efq.  Prefident  and  Governor*  6fe. 

Council  of  Bombay. 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sir*, 

W  E  have  had  the  pleafure  to  receive  your  tetter  of  the  24th  March** 
8th,  15th  April, 

Whea  we  did  ourfdves  the.  pleafure  to  write,  to  you  the  29th  of 
March,  we  informed  you  that  our  Prefident  was  fetting  out  for  Tanjore* 
to    execute  the  orders  of.  the  Company  received  by  the  Grenvillc. 
The  Rajah  of  Tanjore  was  accordingly  rcftored  to  his  Government  on  * 
the  1  ith  April,  and  our  Prefident  returned  hither  the  5th  inftant. 

The  enclofcd  is  a  copy  of  a-  letter  from  the  Rajah.  We  did  not  think 
it  right  to  take  any  additional  country  near  Devy  Cotah  *  we  have  ar> 
quiefced  in  his  other  rcquefts,  and  we  think  the  benefits  to  our  Honour- 
able Matters,  which  will  arife  therefrom,  will  he  very  confiderable. . 

Sir  Edward  Hughes  arrived  here,  this  morning  with  his  MajeftyV. 
fhip  Salifbury  and  Swallow  (loop. 

We  are  with  eftecnv 


Fort  St.  George, 
14th  May,  1776* 


Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, . 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants,-, 

BIGOT,  &q.  Council.. 


Letter  to  the 
Court  of  Di- 
rectors via 
Bombay. 


A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  advifing  of  ths  reftora* 
tion  of  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  is  now  read  and  approved,  an^  ordered  to 
be  difpatched  by  exprefs  Pattamars  to  Bombay,  that  it  may  arrive  if 
poflibk  before  the  departure  of  the  Grenville  from  the  other  coaft. 


At 


(    i*5    ) 

7b  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  DireBors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable  the .• 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Eajl  Indies. 

*  Military  Department* 

Honourable, 

WE  paid  our  refpeAs  to  you  by  the  Ankerwyke  and  Hill/borough^ 
"Under  date  the  14th  February,  and  then  acquainted  you  that  the  Na- 
fc*>b  had  admitted  your  troops  into  the  garrifon  of  Tanjore  the  9th  of 
rHat  month. . 

No  perfiiafions  however  could  induce  him  to  concur  in  reftbring 
c  Rajah.     He  faid  he  would  not  oppofe  the  execution  of  your  or- 
*^rs,  but  would  never  confent  to  give  up  the  Tanjore  country.     So  - 
^Vrcumftanced,  we  determined,  in  confequence  of  the  orders  you  had 
\>een  pleafed  to  fend  us  by  the  Grenville,  to  reftore  the  Rajah  by  your 
authority,  aad  we  tliQught  proper  to  entruft  the  execution  of  thofe  or- 
ders to  our  Prefident.     He  fet  out  the  30th  March,  and  returned  from  - 
Tanjore  the  5th  May  j  and  we  have  now  the  pleafure  to  tell  you,  that- 
the  Rajah  is  put  into  poffefiion  of  the  whole  country  his  father .  held: 
in  1762,  when  the  treaty  was  concluded  with  the  Nabob. . 

His  fort  is  not  *  only  garrifoned  by  your  troops,  but  his  country 
protected  by  them  alfo ;  he  has  on  this  account  engaged  to  pay  into 
your  cafti  400,000  Pagodas  annually,  and  will  keep  no  other  troops 
himfelf  but  what  are  neceffary  for  his  guards,  the  number  not  to  ex- 
ceed 500.  We  have  the  greater  fatisfa&ion  in  informing  you  of  this, , 
as  every  meafure  we  have  taken  has  been  at  his  requeft. . 

And  the  enclofed  copy  of  the  RajahV  letter  will" 'we  flatter  ourfelvcs 
gjve  your  Honours  perfedt  fatisfadtion.  We  did  not  think  it  right  to 
accept  any  additional  country  near  Devy  Cotah  5  we  have  complied  with 

4.  tte 
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the  Rajah's  requefts  in  all  other  refpedts.   And  our  Prefident  begs  leave 

to  allure  you,  that  he  cannot  exprefs  bow  grateful  the  Rajah  is  for  the 

juftice  you  have  done  him,  nor  how  much  he  merits  your  countenance 

and  protection. 

• 
Fort  St.  George,  We  are,  Honourable, 

14th  May,  1776. 

Your  faithful  humble  fervants, 

Pigot 

Geo.  Stratton 
Rob.  Fletcher 
G.  Dawfon 
Henry  Brooke 
Claud  Ruffell 
A.  Dalrymple 
J.  M*  Stone 
Archidale  Palmer 
Francis  Jourdan 
Geo.  Mackay* 


Ac 
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At  a  Confutation, 

PRESENT, 

The  -Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefident. 
George  Stratton  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

George  Dawfon  Henry  Brooke 

Claud  Ruflell  Alexander  Dalrymple 

John  Maxwell  Stone  Archdale  Palmer 

Francis  Jourdan  George  Mackay. 

READ  letter  from  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  dated  the  4th  inftant, 
reprefenting  the  neceffity  of  orders  being  iffued  for  apprehending  fuch 
Polygars  and  Cavalygars*  as  may  commit  difturbances  and  plunder  and 
then  retire  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Coleroon,  and  complaining  of  Ton- 
deman  for  difturbing  his  country,  and  feizing  upon  villages  that  did 
not  belong  to  bim. 

In  confequence  of  which  the  following  letter  is  now  ordered  to  be 
difpatched  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper,  commanding  at  Tanjore. 

*To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper*  commanding  at  fanjore. 

S  I  R, 

The  Rajah  having  having  complained  that  robbers  frequently  came 
acrofs  the  Coleroon  and  plundered  in  the  Tanjore  country,  you  will 
take  every  means  in  your  power  to  feize  fuch  robbers,  and  deliver  them 
over  to  the  Rajah,  that  they  may  be  punifhed  as  they  defcivc. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Fort  St.  George,  Your  molt  obedient  fervant, 

1 6th  May,  1776. 

R.  J.  SULIVAN,  Secretary. 


Thurfday, 
16th  May, 
1776. 


The  King  of 
Tanjore  com- 
plains of  ra- 
vages com* 
mitted  by  Po- 
lygars,  who 
retire  acrofs 
the  Coleroon, 
and  alfo  of 
Tondeman. 


Col.  Harper 
ordered  to 
feize  fuch 
robbers,  and  • 
deliver  them 
to  the  Rajah, 


R  r 


The 


\ 
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Letter  to  the 
Rajah  of 
Tanjore. 


The  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  draft  of  a  letter  that  he  yefterday 
difpatched  to  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore*  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
Rajah's  letter  of  the  7  th  inftantj  acqu  a  in  tingliim  that  the  congratula- 
tions he  has  received  from  Hyder  Ally  Cawn  and  the  Marattas  have 
given  great  fatisfa£Hon  ;  that  neceflacy  meafures  fhall  be  taken  that  the 
channel  of  the  Malcor  Calva  is  kept  in  the  ftate  it  has.  been  thefe  two, 
years  paft ;  that  orders  fhall  be  given,  that  his  people  are  put  in  pof- 
fcflion  of  Hanamantagoody*  Sacaloor  and  Mangalacotah  1  that  Co- 
lonel Harper  will  receive  directions  to  fecure  fome  of  the  robbers  her 
mentions,  and  hoping  that  Tondeman  will  pay  regard  to  the  advice 
that  will  be  given  him  to  prevent  improper  behaviour  in  the  Polygars ;, 
likewife  mentioning  that  proper  people  are  ordered  to  receive  the 
Paddy  which  may  be  colle&ed.. 


The  following  letter  to  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  isi  now  read  and!  ap- 
proved- 

Ta  the  Rajab  cf  TMnjore*. 


Letter  to  the 
Rajah  of 
Tanjore, 
complying 
with  his  re- 
queft  of  pro- 
tecting the 
country  as 
well  as  fort 
of  Tanjore, 
acceptance  of 
four  Lacks  of 
Pagodas  an- 
nually in  con- 
fide ration 
thereof,  and 
re  fu ling  to 
accept   a  de- 
pendency on 
Devy  Cotah. 


S  I  R, 

WITH  the  greateft  fatisfaffion  Itellyoui  that  on  mjr  arrival  Here 
I  found  every  gentleman  of  the  Council  was  of  opinion  with- me,  that 
the  requeft  you  were  pleafed  to  make  in  your  letter  of  the  1 2th  of 
April  fhould  be  complied  with ;  namely,  that  your  fort  fliould  be  gar— 
rifoned  by  the  Company's  troops,,  and  your  country  prote&ed  by.  them* 
likewife.     They  think  with  me  alfo  that  the  fum  of  four  Lacks  of  Pa- 
godas per  annum  is  a  fufficient  and  proper  allotment,  for.  the  expenfes ; 
the  Company  may  be  at,  and  I  accordingly  accept  the  fame  in  full. 
thereof.     Your  refolution-  to  rely  upon  the  Company  alone  for  pro-- 
tedion  and  fupport,  will  be  a  means  of  ftrengthening  the  frieodfhip  bc-- 
tween  you  and  the  Company,  and  preventing  any.difturbancc3  io  thefe 

parts  ^ 


/ 
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parts ;  it  will  be  therefore  neceflary  to  adhere  ftri&ly  to   this  refo- 
hition. 

Tour  determining  not  to  keep  a  greater  number  of  troops  for  your 
body  guard  than  five  hundred  is  a  mark  of  your  prudence,  and  I  ac- 
quiefce  in  your  keeping  that  number. 

f  have  given  orders  for  proper  people-  to^  receive  on  the  Company V 
account  what  grain  you  (hall  pleafe  to  fend  to  the  fea-fide. 

The  Eaft-India  Company  have  no  defire  to  enlarge  their  poffeffions, 
and  *re  well  fatisfied  wiih.  the  grant  your  father  was  pleafcd  to  make; 
them  of  Devy  Cotah. 

I  rcmai/v with. the  greateft  eftfeem,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 
nfcfe  May,,  and  moft  humble  fervant; 

1776,.  P  I  G  O  K. 

17th..   Sent  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Paul  Benfieid* 

5>.  Mr.  Paul  B  afield. . 

SIR, 

f  AM  direfod  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prcfident  and  Council 
to  acquaint  you,,  that  on  Monday  morning  next  they  intend  taking  into 
confederation  your  feveral  letters  on  the  claims  which  you  reprefent  to 
have  on  the Tanjore  country;,  and  further  lam  dire&ed  to  inform  youj 
that  you  are  given  thi»  early  notice,  in  order  that  you  may  prepare  and 
lay  before  them  whatever  elfe-you  may  have  to  offer  on  that  fubjeft. . 

I.am,  Sir,, 
Fort  St.  George,  Your  moft  obedient  Servant, 

i?tbMay,  1776..  RP  JOSEPH  SULIVAN,  Secretary 

At. 


To  Mr.  Beo- 

ficld,  advifing , 
him  when  hit£ 
letters  will 
come  under 
confident  tkau. 


(    «6o    ) 


At  a  Confultation, 
PRESENT, 


The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefident. 

George  Stratton, 

Claud  Rufiell  Alexander  Dalrymple 

Joha  Maxwell  Stone  Archdale  Palmer 

Francis  Jourdan  George  Mackay. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  Mr.  Dawfon,  and  Mr.  Brooke,  indifpofed. 


«»» 


Read  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Paul  Beofield. 

y  p  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot ,  Prefident  and  Governor,  (ft.  Coupcii 

of  Fort  St.  George. 


Xctter  from 
Mr.  Benfield, 
on  the  fubjeli 
of  his  claims 
on  the  Tan - 
>oce  .country. 


My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  addrefs  the  Right  Honourable  Prefident  the 
13th  and  14th,  and  the  Board  the  2  2d  ultimo,  regarding  my  claims  on 
the  Tanjore  country ;  and  I  have  fince  been  acquainted,  that  the  grain  of 
the  prefent  crop,  delivered  over  to  me  by  the  Circar  on  account  of  my 
claims,  hath  been  taken  pofieffion  of  by  the  Company's  Seapoys  and 
the  people  of  the  Rajah  *  alfo  of  the  fcizure  of  that  which  had  been 
delivered  on  account  of  the  debts  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  Circar,  af- 
figned  over  to  me ;  and  likewife,  that  my  people  have  been  removed 
from  their  ft  a  dons  in  the  mortgaged  diftri&s,  and  from  collecting  the 
debts  of  the  inhabitants  afllgned  to  me  ;  and  that  a  flop  hath  been  put 
to  my  felling  the  grain  of  the  lad  year,  that  I  had  received  from  the 
Nabob,  on  account  of  former  loans,  in  the  different  parts  of  the  Tan- 
jore country.    J  flatter  myfelf,  a  juft  claim,  fo  confiderable  in  itfelf, 

a  will 


■v 
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Witt  meet  with  due  attention,  and  tfiat  your  candour  will  relieve  me 
frcfrti  the  difficulties  the  late  meafurtfs  have  brought  toe  under,  while  fo 
large  a  property  regains  ih  fufp'eftfe. 

I  am  with  refpeft, 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

Fort  St,-  George  .  Yo\)'r  Very  devoted  and  obedtent  fcrvanr, 

6th  May,  1776.  PAUL    BEtf^IELD.. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Prejident  and  Governor ,  &x.  Council: 

of  Fort  St.  George*. 

ivfy  Lord  and'  Gentlemen, . 

IN  my  former  letters  I  acquainted  you,  among  other  matters,  that  I  Letter  from* 
had  grain  in  feveral  parts  of.  die  Tanjore.  country,  and  debts  due  to  me  on  the  fame 
from  many  of  the  inhabitants,  amounting  together  to  about  fixty  thoufand  fafcjett. 
Pagodas v  thofe  were indepcriddntofmy' claims  on  account  oftheCir- 
car,  rfhd  the  grain  was  what  I  had'purchafed,  the  produce  of  a  former 
year..  I  am  ilotf  acquainted,  tHa't  with  the  fame  power  which  had  been 
before  exercifed,  my  grain  is  feized,  my  people  arc  driven  away  from 
collecting  the  debts  due  to  me  from  the  inhabitants,  and  grain  that  thofe 
inhabitants  had  mortgaged,  and  delivered  over  to  my  people  as  fecurity  for 
their  debts,  is  likewife  taken  poffeflion  of.  In  this  manner  am  I  deprived 
of  my  juft  rights,-  and  my  affairs  thrown  into  the  utmoft  diforder,  at  a 
time  when  I  had  every  reafon  to  exped  to  receive  the  produce  of  my  fe- 
vtfral mortgages,  &c.  when  the  Subah  of  Mannargoody,  afligncd  over  in 
mortgage  to  me,  contained  at  the  time  I  was  deprived  of  it,  nearly  fuffi- 
cient  to  have  difcharged  my  claims  on'  that  diftrift,  and  when  I  con- 
ceived  myfelf  certain  of  receiving  my  other  claims,  as  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants had  delivered  over  to  me  grain  in  depofite  on  account  of  their 

debts  to  the  Circar* 

» 

You  muft  be  fenfible  I  am  unable  to  fupport  myfelf  againft  the 
difficulties  of  fo  confiderable  a  property,  thus  embarrafled  and  thrown 

S  f  into 
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into  fufpcnfc.  I  believe  that,  in  the  moft  cruel  time  of  war,  property 
of  individuals  of  the  nations  we  were  at  war  with  hath  been  held 
facred  and  preferved  to  them ;  I  think  this  was  obferved  throughout 
America  and  the  Weft- Indies  all  the  laft  war,  where  the  greateft 
change  of  fovereignty  happened  ;  furely  then  I  ihall  not  in  the  prefent 
cafe  be  deprived  of  my  property  by  the  meafures  of  the  Govern- 
ment I  live  under,  and  from  which  I  may  ceafonably  exped  fupport 
and  protection. 

In  anfwer  to  the  Letter  1  .received  on  Friday  laft  from  your  Se- 
cretary, I  have  to  add,  that  I  have  candidly  fubmitted  you  a  plain 
ftate  of  my  claims  on  the  Tanjore  country,  jnd  fuch  as  I  truft  the 
Nabob  will  be  ready  to  vouch  in  an  ample  manner ;  what  there  is 
further  to  be  offered  in  fupport  of  my  property,  as  a  fubjeft  under 
your  government,  I  beg  leayc  to  fubmit  to  the  wifdom  of  your  Lord- 

Ihip.     I  am  with  refpeft, 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  devoted  humble  Servant, 
Fort  St.  George, 

20th  May,  1776.  PAUL  BENFIELD. 


Minute,  Refolved,  That  Mr.  Bcnfield's  letters  do  lie  upon  the  table  for  the 

confideration  of  a  full  Board,  and  in  the  mean  time  that  the  Secretary 
do  call  upon  him,  purfuant  to  his  letter  of  the  lid  ultimo,  to  lay  before 
the  Board  fufficient  vouchers,  &c.  of  his  claims,  as  well  as  to  furnifh 
them  with  every  neceflary  information  relative  to  the  nature  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  thofe  -claims,  and  the  periods  at  which  the  debts  were 
contra&edL 

Conformable  to  the  refolution  of  laft  confutation,  the  following 
letter  was  this  day  fent  to  Mr.  Benfield. 
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To  Mr.  Paul  Stnfield. 

S  I  R, 

I  AM  dirc&ed  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  *nd  Council 
to  defirc  that  you  will,  purfuant  to  your  letter  of  the  2 2d  ultimo,  lay 
before  them  fufficient  vouchers,  &c.  of  the  claims  which  you  repre- 
sent to  have  on  the  Tanjore  country,  and  further  that  you  will 
furnifh  them  with  every  neceflary  information  relative  to  the  nature 
and  circumftances  of  thofe  claims,  and  the  periods  at  which  the 
debts  were  contracted. 


Letter  to  Mr. 
Benfield  re- 
quiring 
vouchers  of 
his  claims  on 
the  Tanjore 
Country. 


Fort  St.  George, 

23d  May,  1776. 


I  am*  Sir, 


Your  moft  obedient  Servant, 

R.  J.  SUUVAN,  Secretary. 


At  a  Confutation, 

PRESENT, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefident* 


George  Stratton 
George  Dawfon 
Claud  Ruffell 
John  Maxwell  Stone 
Francis  Jourdan 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher 
Henry  Brooke 
Alexander  Dalrymple 
Archdale  Palmer 
George  Mackay* 


Read  the  Minutes  of  laft  Confutation. 

THE  Secretary  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  letter  from 
Mr.  Benfield : 

ft 


Monday, 
27th  May. 


1 
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Letter  from 
Mt.  Bcnfield. 


to  Mr*  Secretary  Sktivau. 

SIR, 

I  BEG  the  favour  you  wiH  reprcfent  to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Proficient  aad  Council,  that  I  have  not  beenabic  m>  prepare  iwy  letter  in- 
aniwer  to  pour's  of  the  23d  inftant,  hut  I  fhaU*  be  careful:  il  be  fent  to 
you  to-morrow  rooming  before  10  o'clock.. 

I  am,  Sir> 

Your  obedient  (errant* 


17  th  May,  1776, 


PAUL   BENFIELDt 


The  confide* 
ration  of  his 
claims  defer- 
fed* 


As  Mr.  Benfield  reprefents  his  being  unable  to  addtef*  the  Board; 
tOHJky*.  itis.wfeWtd  txa,  meet  at  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morniftg,  to* 
take  into  confideration  the  claims  which  he  reprefents  himfelf  to  have 
on  the  Tanjore  country. 

Read  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper^commanding  at  Tanjore* 
To  ttie-  Right  Honourable  the*  P'rejident  and  Council  of '  Fort  St.  George*. 


Letter  from 
Col.  Harper. 
The  Chief  of 
the  robbers 
who  infeft  the 
Tanjore 
country  an  in* 
habitant  of 
WarriourPoU 
km* 


Right  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs*. 

I  TAKE  the  liberty  to  acquaint  #ou,  that  I  Kaare  given  fttfft  orders 
to  the  parties  of  Seapoyp  employed,  in  difFerentrpantscdf  this-country,  to 
apprehend  if  poflible  the  robbers  that  plunder  the  inhabitants  in  many 
parts,  and  fhall  take*eyery  mfiansunuTTy'powerto*puta'ftop  to  it  ;  but 
I  am  afraid  it  will  be  difficult  to  accompli fh,  as  by  what  I  can  learn, 
the  Chief  of  thefe  people,  re  fides  at  Warriour  Fdllkm,  by  name*  Nik- 
halinga  Padyachec,  and  detaches  parties  to  effeft  their  robberies  iti 

the 


* 


/(     t6s     > 

AeTanjorc  diilritts  $  he  is  faid  to  have  a  large  body  of  men  at  hi* 
difpofal.     I  am,  with  perfect  refpeft, 

Right  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 


Tanjore* 

iid  May,  1776. 


EL    HARPER. 


From  the  above  letter  it  appearing  that  the  Chief  of  thoft  people 
who  infeft  and  plunder  the  Tanjore  country  refides  at  Warriour 
Pollam,  the  PreGdcnt  is  defired'  to  reprefent  it  to  the  Nabob,  and 
requeft  that  orders  may  fee  given,  that  a  ftop  may  be  put  to  fuch. 
practices  in.  future*. 

Read  tetter  from  the  Nabob)  dated  the  2sd  irritant,  m>  anfwer  to 
the  Prefident's  letter  of  the  13th-  inftant,  reprefenting  his  having 
made  over  towards,  the  payment  of  his  debts,  the  country  of  Tan- 
jore, as  a  pledge  or  mortgage  to  fouae  of  his.  creditors  for  about 
5  Lacks  and  25,000  Pagodas,  and  to  another  for  about  3.  Lacks  of 
Pagodas,  exclusive  of  kitereft.  That  he  learns,  from  the  exprefs 
declarations  of  thofe  perfons  refpe&ively*  that  one  has.  received  about 
12,750  Pagodas,  and  another  8*500  Pagodas,;  and  the  troops  and 
other  Tunkaw-holders  may  have  received  in  the  fame  proportion. 
That  in-  any  event,  whatever  may  have  been,  the  produce  of  this  year, 
it  has  not  been  paid  to  the  Tunkaw-holders,,  to.  his  troops*  nor  into 
Ikis  treafury.  That  he  does,  not  know  whether  more  than  about 
3  Lacks  of  ftigodas  have  been  expended  of  this  year's  colleftions  oa 
his  account,  and  that  what  remains,  if  they  have  been  i2.Lacks^as, 
mentioned  by  the  Prefidcnt,,  muft  dill  be  in  the  country,. 


ThcPrefideatt 
to  apply  to 
the  Nabob.. 


Letter  from 
tire    Nahtb 
refpefting  hig< 
aiEgnmcnt  on 
the  Tanjore 
country,  and. 
the  funis  re- 
ceived by  the- 
Tunkavvdact*. 


At  a  Coofaltatiofti    Prefect  as  before;. 

THE  Board*  being  met,  purftiantto  yeftcrday^refolutibn;  procaeect 
intake  into  confidexation . the  claims  which  Mrv  Paul  Benfiekl  repre— 

X  t,  fania> 


Tae/aayv* 
28th- May*. 
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fents  to  have  on  the  Tanjore  country  ;  in  confequence  of  which  the 
following  letters  are  now  read : 

• 
Letter  from  Mr.  Paul  Benfield,  dated  a  2d  April,  entered  in  Confu- 
tation 24th  of  April  1776. 

Ditto  6th  May,         ditto  20th  May. 
Ditto  20th  May,      ditto  20th  May, 
Together  with  the  following  received  from  him  this  morning : 


liCttcr  from 
Mr.  Benfield 
on  the  fubjedl 
of  his  claims 
on  the  Tan- 
jore country  * 
with  letter  to 
him  from  the 
Nabob. 


#0  the  Right  HottourdbU  Lord  Pigot,  Prefident  and  Governor,  &c.  Council  of 

Fort  St*  George* 

TMy  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  received  a  letter  from  your  Secretary  of  the  23d  inftant* 
The  nature  of  my  property  and  claims  in  the  Tanjore  country  I  repre-* 
fented  to  the  Right  Honourable  Prefident  previous  to  the  lau  Conful- 
tation  before  his  departure  to  Tanjore ;  and  as  I  could  not  know  there 
was  any  intention  to  deprive  me  of  my  property,  I  conceived  fuch  re- 
prefentation  made  to  the  Prefident  of  your  Board  fufficient,  efpecially 
as  he  was  charged  with  the  management  of  the  Tanjore  bufinefs.  I 
attended  the  Right  Honourable  Prefident  to  Tanjore,  and,  previous  to 
the  Seapoys  taking  poffeflion  of  my  property,  I  furnifhed  his  Lordfhip 
with  the  particulars,  in  the  letter  I  wrote  him  on  the  13th  ultimo, 
"which  is  before  your  Board. 

My  claims  on  theSubah  of  Mannargoody  are  in  the  following 
manner : 


i775> 
February  7th,  By  the  Nabob's  Perwannah,.0n  account 

of  bond  debt  for  advances  made  by  me, 

$th,  By  the  Nabob's  Perwannah,  on  account  of  bond 
debt  for  advance*  made  by  me, 


Pagodas* 


11,000 


27,000 


Carried  aver  38,000 

May 
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Pagodas. 

Brought  over    38,000      o      o 
May  31ft,  By  the  Nabob's  Perwannah,  on  account 

of  bond  debt  for  advances  made  by  me,  63,681     23     50 

3 1  ft,  By  the  Nabob's  Perwannah,  on  account  of  bond 

debt  for  advances  made  by  me,  10,994       1     62 

31ft,  By  the  Nabob's  Perwannah,  on  account  of  bond 

debt  for  advances  made  by  me,  8,787     23     50 

July  1 6th,  By  the  Nabob's  Perwannah^  on  account 

of  bond  debt  for  advances  made  by  me,  1 3,42 1       5     2fr 

16th,  By  the  Nabob's  Perwannah,  on  account  of 

bond  debt  for  advances  made  by  me,  1*276    40      • 

Auguft  23d,  By  the  Nabob's  Perwannah,  on  account 

of  bond  debt  for  advances  made  by  me,  80,000       o      # 

Oftober  31ft,  By  the  Nabob's  Perwannah,  on  ac- 
count of  bond  debt  for  advances  made  by  me,        2,500       o       © 

November  8  th,  By  the  Nabob's  Perwannah,  on  ac- 
count of  bond  debt /or  advances  made  by  me,      8  8,949     26     2# 

17  th,  By  the  Nabob's  Perwannah,.  on  account  of 

bond  debt  for  advances  made  by  me,  61,480      o       # 

Total    369,090     36    41 


Thcfe  Perwannahs  have  been  duly  regiftered  in  the  Cutcherry  at 
Combagonum  by  the  Dobbeer,  and  for  the  difcharge  of  them  the 
affignment  and  mortgage  of  Mannargoody  Subah  was  made  over  to 
me,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  and  duly  regiftered  in 
the  Cutcherry  by  the  Dobbeer. 

The  order  I  was  furnilhed  with  by  the  Nabob  for  twenty  thoufand 
Pagodas  (20,000  P'J  on  Papanafhem,  was  for   the  like  fom  paid  by 

mc 
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me  a>  Nazib  Cawn  at  Tanjore*  for  his  troops,  in  January  1775  ;  mi 
the  order  on  Puttcotah  for  fifteen- thoufend  Pagodas  (15,000  Pf)  was 
fcr  the  like  fum  paid  to  the  Nabob's  people  at  Tanjore,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  fort  in  November  1774.  Thofc  orders  have  beea  duly  rcgiftercd 
in  the  Cutcherry  by  the  Dobbeer- 

The  advances  made  to  the  inhabitants  through  the  Ctrcar,  amount- 
ing to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand,  fix  hundred  and  twenty-nine- 
Pagodas*  (120,629  Pf)  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  cultivation 
were  to  have  been  difchafged  from  the  inhabitants' (hares  of  the  prefent 
«rry,  according  to  the  cuftonv  of  the  country..  It  had  been  agreed  that 
the  inhabitants'  bonds  to  the  Circar  tiouldbe**  fecuiity  to  me  for  receive 
ing  the  fum  I  advanced,  and  the  Dobbeer  had  accordingly  furniffced 
my  people  with  authority  from  the  CuCchcrry  to  collect  the  amount  o£ 
tbofe.  debts*. 

The  Nabob  hath  furnithed  me  with  a  certificate  oFfeveraroirt-ftand* 
Jn^  concerns.  I  had  with  him  in  the  Tanjore  country,  a  <  tranflato*  of 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  encfofe  you ;  the  original'ts  at  band*  for  the: 
infpe&ioaof  j;our  Lurdfhip',  &c-  fhouldyou  thinkit  neegflatgu. 

When,  the  Company's  Seapoys.  entered  the  Subafc  of  Manrcargoodjv 
k  is  well  known  I  was  in  pofleffipn.  o£  the  pevenucs-of  that  diftritf:..  At: 
that  time  I  had  received  graia  indepofite  within  the  Subah*  om  account 
ef  the  Circar  debts^  in  quantity*  on.  the  neatfeft  cftimate  1  can  make,  ife 
cot  having,  been,  exaftly  afcertained;  about  five  Lacks  of  CuTlums*, 
(500,000  Cul*)  ;.  alibi  Had1  received  i'n  depofite^  out*>f  the  flares  of  the: 
inhabitants  in  tbeieveral  diftrids,  towards  the  discharge  of  their  debts  for 
advances,  on  the  neareft'  eftimate  I  can  make^  the  quantity  not  having 
fcecn  exadMy  afcertained,  about  one  hundred  and  fixty  tboufand*  Cullnms 
(i6o,ooq  Cul").  The  revenues  and  grain  have  been,  feized.  by  the* 
Company's  Seapoys  and  the  people  of  the  Rajah,  and  now  my  property* 

kd^iiy  difpc$o^o& 

fc  Excluifc* 


r 
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Exclufive  of  my  concerns  with  the  Circar,  I  had  remaining  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  Tanjore  country  grain  which  I  had  purchafed  of  the  crop 
of  the  former  year,  in  quantity  two  Lacks,  twenty-four  thoufand  and 
forty-four  Cullums,  (2,24,044  Cut")  which  hath  been  feized.  I  have 
debts  due  to  me  from  many  of  the  inhabitants,  amounting  to  about 
iixty  thoufand  Chuckrams,  (60,000  Cha)  and  about  eighty  thoufand 
Cullums  of  gram,  on  the  neareft  eftimate  I  can  make,  the  quantity  not 
having  been  exaftly  afcertained,  were  mortgaged  and  delivered  to  me  on 
account  of  thofe  debts 4  but  my  people  have  been  driven  away  from  col- 
lecting thefe  debts,  and  the  grain  feized  that  had  been  mortgaged  and 
depofited  on  that  account* 

You  muft  be  fenfible-  how  prejudicial  delay  mud  be  to  me ;  I  hope 
your  Lordlhip,  &c.  will  give  me  a  letter  to  the  Rajah,  that  he  may 
•caufethe  grain  which  was  in  pofleffion  of  my  people  to  be  immediately 
reftored,  and  the  inhabitants  to  pay  to  me  fuch  debts  as  can  be  proved, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  to  be  due  from  them, 

I  truft  thefe  reprefentations,  &c  are  fufficiently  circumftantial,  and 
that  your  kordftiip,  &c.  will  fee  juftice  done  to  me.     I  am  with  refpeft, 

Fort  Su  George,  My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

28th  May,  -i77<fc  Your  very  devoted  and  obedient  fervant, 

PAUL  BENFIELD. 

Jranjlatlon  of  a  Litter  from  his  Highnefs  the  Nabob  to  Mr.  Paul  Ben  field, 

dated  26th  May ,  1776. 

THE  money  on  account  of  feveral  bonds  which  I  owe  to  you,  and 
which  was  paid  by  you  on  my  account  to  the  Company  for  prize 
moacy,  for  repairing  the  fort  of  Tanjore,  to  my  troops  at  Tanjore,  and 
for  fundry  other  purpofes,  amounted  in   the  whole,  to  369,091   Pa- 
ll u  godas; 


'  f  n°  ) 

'godas  ;  for  fccuring  the  payment  of  which  to  you,  I  agreed  in  laft  No- 
vember to  mortgage  to  you  the  revenues  of  Mannargoody,  in  the  Tan- 
jore  country,  till  your  money  fhould  be  paid  off;  and  in  confequence 
I  gave  my  orders  to  the  Dobbeer,  who  was  there  manager  of  that  coun- 
try, to  prepare  and  fign  the  deeds- of  mortgage,  and  to  deliver  thenvto 
your  people,  and  alfo«to  put  into  their  poffeffion  the  revenues  of  Man- 
nargoody,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country -,  and  the  Dobbeep 
reported  to  me,  in  his  letter  of  the  30th  November  laft,  that  he  had 
executed  my  orders :  befides  which,  Lgave  youa  Perwannahon  the  Pa- 
panafly  country  for  20,000  Pagodas,  which  you  had. advanced,,  in,  tfco 
month  of  January  1775,  to  Mahomed  Nazib  Cawn  for  the  ufe  of  my 
troops ;  I  alfo  gave  you  a  Perwannah  for  15,000  Pagodas,  which  you 
had  advanced  for  the  ufe  of  the  fort  in, the  month  of  November  1774. 

1    It  is  cuftomary  ia  this  country  to. make  advances  to  the  inhabitants, 

for  the  purpofe  of  cultivating  and  planting  the  land ;  and  in  the  months 

of  Auguft,  September,  and  October  laft,.  when  Ameer  Ul  Qmrah  Be- 

hauder  was  in  the  management  of  the  Tanjore  country,  he  made  large 

advances  to  the  inhabitants,  for  which  he  took  their  bonds,  payable 

out  of  their  fhare  of  the  crops,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country  ;. 

and  to  affifl  me  in  making  thefe  large  advances,  he  took  up  from  you 

120,659  Pagodas,  for  which  he  gave  you  his  bonds ;  and  to  fecure-  the 

payment  thereof,  it  was  agreed  with  you,  that  the  bonds  of  the  iaha- 

bitants  fhould  be  held  by  you  as  fecurity,  and  that  you  fhould  receive 

the  monies  due  by  faid  bonds  from  the  inhabitants  until  you  fhould 

be  cleared  off.. 

James  Wboley,  Secretary  to-- 

his  Highnefs  the  Nabob. 


Mr.  Benficld 
to  be  called 
upon  for  an 
account  of  1  he 
fuiys  received 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Benfield  be  called  upon  for  an  account  of  the 

particulars  of  the  fums  he  has  received  from  the  Tanjore  country,  and 

for  the  bonds  from  the  inhabitants- to  Ameer  Ul.Omrah,  mentioned  to 

2  have 


(  m  .) 

have  been  delivered  to  him  as  fecurity  for  the  money  advanced  to  carry 
on  the  cultivation  of  the  country ;  likewife  for  a  particular  account  of 
the  debts  of  6o,ooo  Chuckrams  due  to  him  from  fundry  of  the  inha- 
bitants. 

Mr,  Dalrymple  delivers  in  the  following  Minute :. 

« 
Endeavours  having  been  ufed  to  perfuade  members  of  this  Board, 

that  they  are  liable  as  individuals  to  profecutions  at  law  for  their  con- 

duft  in  their  public  capacity  concerning  the  Tunkaws  on  the  Tanjore 

country,  it.  appears  to  me  effentially  neceffary,  if  any  member  of  this 

Board  has  fuch  an  opinion,  that  the  grounds  for  that  opinion  fhould 

be  now  declared,,  that  the  matter  may  be  fairly  difcuffed. 

» 
For  my  own  part  I  fhall  make  no  fcruple  to  declare,  that  I  do  not 

think  myfelf  at  all  liable  to  any  profecution  for  executing  the  Compa- 
ny's orders ;  nor  can  I  conceive  on  what  grounds  it  can  be  fuppofed, 
that  either  the  Company  ox  individuals,  are  or  can  be  fubjedt  to  profe- 
cutions in  thia. matter.. 


by  him  fronr 
the  Tanjore 
country,  and 
fundry.    * 
vouchers  of 
his  claims. 


Minute  of 
Mr.  Dairy  tri- 
ple, propofing 
to  have  it  dif- 
cuffed at  the 
Board,   whe- 
ther   their 
public    mea-- 
lures  can  fub- 
ject  them   to 
profecutions 
as  individuals*. 


\ 


Agreed,  That  the  Board  do  meet  again  to-morrr*r  morning  at 
10  o'clock,  to  take  the  fubjeft  of  Mr.  Benfield's  claims  into  further 
eonfideratiorr. 

0 

28th.  Conformably  to  the  orders  of  yefterday,  the  following  letter. 
Has  been  this  day  fent  to  Mr.  Benfield  :. 


2b  Mr.  Paul  Benfield^ 

SIR;  . 

THE  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  and  Council  have  diredted! 
me  to  call  upon  you  for  an  account  of  the  particulars  of  the  films 
you  have  received  from  the  Tanjore  country,  and  for  the  bonds  from 

the- 
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■  the  inhabitants  to  Ameer  Ul  Omrah,  mentioned  to  have  been  delivered 
to  you  as  fecurity  for  the  money  advanced  to  carry  on  the  cultivation 
of  the  country  5  likewife  for  a  particular  account  of  the  debt  of  60,000 
Chuckrams  due  to  you  from  fundry  of  the  inhabitants* 

I  an),  Sir, 

Fort  ^t,  George,  Tour  moft  obedient  fervant, 

£8th  May,  1776. 

R.  J.  SUUVAN,  Secretary 

^9th.    Difpatched  the  Following  letter  to  -the  Governor-General 
and  Council  of  Bengal: 

# 

To  the  Honourable  Warren  Hdjlings>  EJq.  Governor^General,  tec  Council 

tf  Fort  WiViam. 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

*WE  this  day  received  a  letter  >under  your  addrtefs  from  the  Gover- 
nor and  Coyncil  of  Bombay,  -which  we  have  now  the  honour  to  eftclofe 
you.    We  are, 

*       Honourable  Sit  and  Sits, 

Fort  St,  George,  Tf  our  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervants, 

^JthMay,  1776. 

f-  I  -G  -O  T,  &c   Council. 


At 


(     *73    ) 


At  a  Confultation,  Wednefday, 


PRESENT, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefident. 

George  Stratton  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

George  Dawiba  '  Henry  Brooke 

Claud  Ruflell  Alexander  Dalrymple 

John  Maxwell  Stone  Archdale  Palmer 

Francis  Jourdan  George  Mackay.    , 

Read  the  "Minutes  of  laft  Confutation. 

THE  Board  having  met  puriuant  to  adjournment,  the  following 
letter  is' now  tead  from  Mr.'  Benfifeld ; 

Totbe  Right  Honourable  JLord  Pigot,  Prejtdent  and  Governor 9  t£c.  Council 

<f  fbrt  St+  George. 

My  *  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  received  your  Secretary's  letter  of  yeftcrday,  1  hatfc 
conftantly  addreffed  your  Lordfhip,  &c.  refpedting  my  claims  on  the 
Tfcnjore  country,-  on-  the  fofkflrihg  head* : 

Firfl:,  My  claim,  by* virtncof  mortgage  and ^rffTigiiittWity nrf  dlfcttVfc- 
noes  of  the  Sobah  of  Mamatgoody,  for  thettttotfa^tob*  tdttfe  «f  thtec 
hundred  and  fixty-nine  thoufand  and  ninety  Pagodas,  thirty-fix  Fa* 
aams,  and  forty-two ~€adh  (369,090  36  42  C«) 


«77^. 


Second,  My  claim*  by  virtue  of  the  NaboVs  orders  on  the  fetibkh 
Papanaihem,  for  twenty  thoufand  (20,000)    and  on   the  Sub  ah  (if 
Puttcotah  for  fifteen  thoufand  (15,000)  Pagpdas* 

X  x  Third, 


(     174     ) 

Third,  My  claims,  on  account  of  advances  made  to  the  inhabitants 
through  the  Circar,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fifty-nine  (120,659  P*)  for  which  I  have  the  bonds  of 
Ameer  Ul  Omrah  Behauder,  as  Naib  or  manager  of  the  Tanjore  coun- 
try at  the  time,,  and  the  inhabitants'  bonds  afligned  me  as  collateral, 
fecurity. 

Fourth,  My  property  and  'claims  on  many  of  the  inhabitants  in  the; 
Tanjore  country  independent  of  my  concerns  with  the  Circar. 

Of  the  firft.     I  complain  to  you  of  the  ipjuries  I  have  fuftained 
from  the  meafures  and  condudt  of  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,. 
while  afting  under  your  commiffion,  in  caufing  the  grain  that  had 
been  depofited  with  me  to  be  feized  by  the  Company's  Seapoys,  and. 
in  depriving  me  of  the  means  further  to  collect  the  revenues.. 

The  Nabob  hath  avowed  his  having  made  to  me  the  faid. mortgage 
and  aflignment,  and  the  deeds  have  been  regiftered  in  the  Cutcherry 
by  the  public  officers,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  I  was, 
put  in  poffeffion  in  confequence  by  the  official  authority  of :Dobbeer>.„ 
who  doubtlefs  hath  made  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot  acquaint- 
•  ed  with  thefe  circumftances* 

From  this  Subah  my  people  have  received  a  few  thoufand  Chuck* 
rams.  The  exadfc  fum  I  cannot  give  you,  but  I  believe  amounting 
to  about,  fourteen  or  fifteen  thoufand  Pagodas  •,  whatever  it  be,  the 
Dobbeer  has  taken  regular  receipts*  for  which  will  be  duly  credited. 


;  »••' 


9  The  revenues  arife  chiefly  from  grain,  fome  of  which  Jiad  been  cut 
and  delivered*  into  my  pofieflion ;  what  was  (landing  on  the  ground 
was  furely  equally  my  right ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that  grain  Handing 
«*n  the  ground  is  paid  and  received  as  property  throughout  the  whole 
country* 

Of 
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Under  this  head,  I  afk  that  you  will  caufe  my  property  to  be  refto- 
Bed,  and  juftice  to  be  done  to  me,  in  fecuring  for  me  what  I  am  enti- 
tled to  by  virtue  of  the  faid  mortgage  and  afiignment. 

Of  the  fecond.  I  hope  you  will  caufe  the  orders  on  Papanafhem  and 
Puttcotah  to  be  difcharged,  as  I  have  received  nothing  from  them. 
This  claim  the  Nabob  hath  likewife  acknowledged,  and  it  is  regiftered 
ih'  the  Cutcherry. 

Of  the  third.  My  claim  is  founded  on  the  bonds  of  Ameer  UI". 
Omrah  Behauder,  as  Naib  or  manager  of  the  country  at  the  time,  for 
ftims  fupplied  hinv  to  afiift  in  the  public  advances  made  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, according  to  the  cvftom  of  the  country,  and  thofe  debts  of  the 
inhabitants  made  over  to  me  as  fecurity.  The  records  of  the  Cut- 
cherry  will  prove  the  tranfadtton,  and  from  the  Dobbeer,  the  public: 
officer,  I  had  authority  to  receive  thefe  fums. 

The  bonds  of  the  inhabitants  I  have  not  at  Madf as ;  I  conclude*: 
they  are  either  depofited  in  the  Cutcherry,  or  in  the  hands  of  my  peo- 
ple to  the  ibuthward* 

This  claim  is  likewife  vouched  by  the  Nabob  in  his  letter  of  certi- 
ficate.    I  afk  that  the  Rajah  may  caufe  the  inhabitants  to  pay  to  me* 
what  is  juftly  due  from  them  on  account  of  thefe  advances. 

Of  the  fourth.  The  inhabitants*  ftand  indebtecTto  me  for  balances, 
of  account-current ;  a  fet  of  hooks  only  could  furnifh  you  with  the  par- 
ticulars. What  I  have  to  aflc  of  you  under  this  head  is,  that  I  may  be 
furnilhed  with  a  letter  to  the  Rajah,  to  caufe  the  grain  that  was  my 
property,  and  in  poffeffion  of  my  people,  the  produce  of  the  laft  year, 
(not  of  the  prefeht  crop)  to  be  immediately  reftored,  in  quantity  two 
Lacks  twenty-four  thoufand  and  forty-four  (2,24,044)  Cullums;  alfb 
that  which  had  been  depofited  with  me  by  the  inhabitants  on  account . 

of 
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of  their  debts,  as  already  fet  forth,  and  that  the  faid  inhabitants  do  pay 
to  me  fuch  debts  as  Ihall  be  proved  to  be  juftly  due  from  them. 

My  loans  and  concerns  with  the  Circar  have  been  made  known  to 
your  Board  in  the  moft  public  manner,  for  I  came  under  Engage- 
ments to  pay  to  the  Dutch  the  fum  ftipulated  in  the  treaty  made  with 
the  Nabob  in  1773.  Such  engagement  made  an  article  in  that  treaty, 
which  I  underftand  received  the  approbation  of  your  Board,  alfo  of 
the  Court  of  Directors,  and  the  Courts  of  England  and  Holland. 

1  have  further,  within  the  laft  three  years,  paid  into  the  Company's 
Treafury  on  my  own  bills,  on  the  Nabob's  account,  f urns'  ro  the  amount 
of  nearly  twency  Lacks  ( 20,00,000 J  of  Pagodas. 

As  I  am  addrefling  you  upon  a  cafe  of  property,  you  will  dmibdefs 
allow  the  degree  of  freedom  that  is  neceflary  to  fupport  tny  tight.  I 
beg  your  leave  to  fuggeft,  that  I  think  Lord  Pigot  in  this  inftancc 
becomes  a  party  j  it  is  by  his  meafiires,  and  in  the  execution  of  his  or- 
ders, that  1  am  deprived  of  my  property,  and  driven  to  the  brink  of 
ruin  and  dtfpair.  When  1  appeal  to  your  candour  and  to  jtoer  jtfftice, 
is  it  confident  he  Ihould  be  one  of  my  judges  ?  Had  the  meafures  I 
complain  of  been  adopted  by  your  particular  orders,  1  krtow  not  how 
the  fubjeft  of  my  representations  could  have  been  a  ^ucftton  before 
your  Board. 

1  am  with  refpeft, 

My  Lord  and  GcntteilTeft* 

Your  very  devoted  and         * 

Fort  St.  George,  Obedient  humble  fervant, 

29th  May,  1776. 

PAUL  BENFIELD. 


In  * 


I 

■ 

■ 
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Irt  anfwer  to  that  part  of  Mr.  BenfiekPs  letter,  where  he  complains 
of  the  injuries  he  has  fuftained  from  the  meafures  and  conduit  of  the 
Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  while  a&ing  under  the  commiffion  of 
the  Board,  in  caufing  the  grain  that  had  been  depofited  with  him  to 
be  feized  by  the  Company's  Seapoys,  and  in  depriving  him  of  the  means 
further  to  colled  the  revenues  ; 

The  Prefidcnt  delires  that  the  refolution  of  Council.  25th  March  laft, 
may  be  read,  as  well  as  the  orders  that  were  given  the  officers  com- 
manding the  battalion  of  Seapoys,  and  the  form  of  an  order  from  him 
to  fuch  officers  as  he  fhould  fend  on  detachment ;  in  confequence  of 

which  they  are  now  read,  and  entered  as  follows  : 

• 

ExtraS  of  Minutes  of  ConfultatioHy  25/A  March*  1776. 

The  fafety  of  Tanjore,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  Rajah  and  his  family, 

appearing  to  make  it  necefiafy  not  only  that  an  Englifh  garrifon  fhould 

be  in  the  fort,  but  that  the  country  alfo  be  protected  by  the  Company's 

troops; 

-  « 

Refolved,  therefore,  To  fend  another  battalion  of  Seapoys  to  the 
fouthward,  the  better  to  enable  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  to  coined  in  his 
revenues,  if  this  meafure  proves  agreeable  to  him. 

To  Caftdin  Mmhmtft*  oftbt  Btl >  Bat  folio*  of  Seapoys. 

SIR, 
YOU  are  hereby  directed  to  proceed  to  Maya veram  with  the  battalion 
under  your  command,  leaving  at  PaupanuTum  and  Cpmbagonum,  as  yots 
pels,  fuch  part  of  your  "battalion*  as  the  managers  for  the  Rajah's  affairs, 
Kiftnaroy  and  Bapewna,  who  accompany  you,  may  defirc,  toproteft 
the  officers  of  revenue. 

I  am,-  Sir* 

.     Tanjore,  Your  inoft  obedient  fenraitf, 

ljrfi  April,  1776.  •    ;  P I  6  O  % 

Yy  Firm 


*    * 
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Form  of  <m  Qrdtr  from  Cqfin  M»*km»U  to  to  Officers  on  Ditachmtf. 
SIR, 

* 

1 N  confequtnce  of  the  orders  I  have  received  fiwt  the  Right  Ho* 
nourable  Lord  Pigot,  you  will  proceed  to  , where  you  are  to  protect 
the  officers  of  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  ?n  the  management  of  revenues*. 

4 
t 

lam,  Sir,  &c. 

Whereupon  the  Frefident  defires  the  opinion  of  the  Board;  as  to  the- 
paopriety  of  thofe  orders  with  refpeft  to  the  refolutions  of  Council  25th; 
March  laft,  and  the  powers  veiled  in  him  by  the  Board  to  carry  the  or- 
dcrs  of  the  Company  into  execution;. 

•  »  * 

As  1  wai  agaipft  the  PrefitfMrt  having*  any  miHtary  •  authority,  T  am  in . 
doubt  whether  I  ought  to  give  an  opinion  on  any  military  order  given* 
by  him.  The  order  now  produced,  as  giveaby  the  Prefident  to  Cap- 
tain Mackenzie,  appears  to  me  conformable  to  the  rcfblutiqn  of.  the 
25th  March- 

Mr*  J<?urdan  is  jof  opijiujny  that  the  ojdfcrs  gWeo  by  the  Prefi? 
dent  are  conformable  to  the  refolutions  of  Council  25th  March*. 

As  Mr..  Palmer  eoftcdves  the  quellion  ttefore  the  Board  to  relate- 
to  the  order* give*  td  Captain  Mackenzie*,  he  thinks  them- quite  con- 
fcnant  to  the  fefotation  of  the  Board! '  zcfo  &fa*chi,  relative  to  the: 
fcwirfg  the  Rajah  in  ^oflMSoii-Qf T4t$oi**  '    *l  '       •" 

I  think  the  ^orders  given  by  the  Pitffidtofc  were  entirely  conformable  • 
to  the  refolmion  of  ther  Ifoacd,,  and  to  the  power  veiled  in  him  for  ti\o 
jurjgofe  q£  carrying  thtf  otdersof  the  Comjpany  intp  cxectitioa*.     •    t 
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Mr. Dalrymple  thinks  the  orders  entirely  conformable  to  therefor 
lution  of  Council  25th  March  laft. 

Mr.  Ruflell  19  of  the  fame  opinion,- 

Mr.  Brooke  is  of  the  fame  opinion- 
Mr.  Dawfon  is  of  the  fame  opinion. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher. — I  think  the  orders  not  conformable  to*  the  re- 
fclution  of  the  Board*  1  think  they  would  have  been  conformable  to 
that  refolution  if  Lord  Pigot  had  given  his  orders  through  Colonel 
Harper,  and  not  immediately  to.  Captain  Mackenzie. 

Mr.  Stratton  is  ^>f  the  opinion,  the  orders  given  by  the  Prefident 
are  conformable  to  the  refolution.  of  Council  25th  March* 

Refchred,  That  the  above  orders  gxv?n  by  the  Prefident  are  con- 
formable to  the  refolutions  of  Council  the  25th  of  March  laft,  and  the 
powers  yefted  in  him  by  the  Board  to  carry  the  orders  of  the  Company 
into  execution.. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  furnilh  Mr.  Benfield  with  a  copy  of 
the  orders  given  by  the  Prefident  to  Captain  Mackenzie,  and  the  form; 
•f  an  order  from  him  (Captain  Mackenzie)  to  his  office/s  on  detach- 
ment; and  at  the  fame  time  that  Mr.  Benfield  be  informed,  if  his 
people  can  point  out  any  officer  or  Seapoy  who  has  a&ed  improperly,, 
and  he  will  reprefent  the  particulars  of  fuch  behaviour  to  the  Board^, 
0&  aece&tv  enquiry  ihalj.  bar  made  into  their  condudt. 


,> 


The  Prefident  then  moves  the  following  queftion:; 


*  _ 


TKat 
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That  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  being  put  in  the  full  poffeffion  and  ma- 
nagement of  his  country  by  the  Company's  exprefs  orders,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Boaad,  that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  comply  with 
Mr*  Benfield's  requlfts  in  any  refpeft ;  thofe  claims  on  individuals, 
which  bear  the  appearance  of  having  no  connexions  with  Govern* 
uient,  not  being  fufBciently  explained  to  enable  the  Board  to  form  an 
opinion  thereon,  and  the  alignment  of  the  Nabob  not  being  admifli- 
ble. 

■ 

Mr.  Mackay  thinks  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Board  to  comply  with 
Mr.  Benfield's  requeft  in  fome  refpefts,  and  will  deliver  in  his  reafons 
for  thinking  fb  at  the  next  confutation. 

Mr.  Jourdan  is  againft  the  queftion,  and  will  give  his  reafons  in  wri- 
ting at  the  next  confutation, 

4 

Mr,  Palmer  is  againft  the  queftion,  and  will  give  in  his  reafons  at 
the  nextccmfultation. 

Mr^  Stone  for  the  queftion.       " 
Mr.  Dalrymple  for  the  queftion.  - 

Mr.  Rufleil  -for  the  queftion.  r 

•  •  » 

Mr.  Brooke  for 'the  queftion. 

Mr.  Dawfon  For  fhe  queftion. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  againft  the  queftion,  and  will  deJgjer  In  hts 
reafcns  at  the  nest  «on/ultation. 


Mr. 


*         .  -    •  • 


♦  > 


« 

» 
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* 

Mr.  Stratton  againft  the  queftion,  and  will  deliver  in  his  reafoos 

_  ■  •  ■ 

at  the  next  Council, 

The  Prefident  for  the  queftion;  and  with  this  ftronger  addition, 
that  he  thinks  Mr.  Benfield  has  broke  through  the  Handing  orders  of 
the  Company  in  many  inftances,  by  his  interferences  with  the  Country 
Governments,  as  appears  by  the  following  extracts  from  the  Hand- 
\  ing  orders  of  the  Company  : 

.    Extras  of  the  Honourable  Courts  Letter,  dated  ijtb  Qttoler,  1 7 14. 

"  WE  very  well  like  the  injunctions,  mentioned  in  the  77th.  para* 
graph  of  your  letter  by  the  London,  to  all  our  people,  that  none  of 
them  have  any  dealings  with  the  Country  Government  in  money  mat- 
ters ;  and  earneftly  defire  this  may  be  frequently  repeated  to  all  places  as 
our  Handing  irreverfible  order,  never  to  be  broken  on  any  occafion,  &c 


•••v 


,  »       < 


> 


H 


Carried  in  the  affirmative,  fix  to  five. 

At  a  Confutation,  Monday, 

3d  June, 

PRESENT, 

■ 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefident. 

George  Stratton  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

George  Dawfon  Henry  Brooke 

Claud  Rufiell  Alexander  Dalrymple 

John  Maxwell  Stone  Archdale  Palmer 

Francis  Jourdan  George  Mackay. 

THE  Secretary  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  letter  which  he 
has  received  from  Mr.  L'Epine,  accompanying  an  addrefs  to  them  from 
Sir  .Edward  Hughes. 


> 


>  •   < 


•»s 


.«»      * 


■  «         • 
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»  * 


0  

To  Richard  Sulfa  an,  E/q* 


Letter    from 
Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  with 
copies  of  a 
letter  from 
the  Nabob 
to  him,  and 
t  ran  flat  ion  of 
one  to  Lord 
Pigot. 


S  I  R, 


I  AM  directed  by  the  Commodore  to  fend  you  the  enclofed  packet, 
and  to  requeft  you  to  deliver  it  as  foon  as  his  Lordfhip  comes  to  the 
Fort  this  morning ;  and  I  fliall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  fignify 
your  haying  received  it,  as  the  Peons  are  very  apt  to  make  miftakes. 


I  am,  Sir, 


St.  Thome, 
,3d  June,  1776- 


Your  very  humble  fervant, 
EDWARD  L'EPINE. 


Read  letter  from  Sir  Edward  Hughes. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  George  Lord  Ptgot>  Prefidtnt  and  Governor \  &c. 

Council  of  Fort  St*  George* 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen,  . 

IT  is  with  the  greateft  concern,  that  I  find  myfelf  under  the  neceflity 
of  interfering  in  any  refpedt  between  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Com- 
pany and  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic ;  but  the  accompanying  applica- 
tion from  his  Highnefs  is  of  fo  alarming  a  tendency,  that  I  cannot 
avoid  laying  it  before  you  as  early  as  poffible ;  part  of  the  King's 
inftruftions  to  me  being  to  do  my  utmoft  to  promote  the  interefts  of 
his  Majefty,  and  the  advantage  of  the  United  Company  of  Merchants 
tradi-ng  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  of  fucji  Indian  Princes  with  whom 
they  have  contracted  or  may  contaadt  engagements  ;  among  thefe  the 
Nabob  of  the  Carnatic  holds  the  moft  diftinguiflied  place. 

My 
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My  duty  to  the  King  my  mailer,  my  zeal  for  the  Company's  wel- 
fare, and  the  feelings  I  have  for  fo  good  a  friend  to  both,  are  with  me 
moft  urgent  motives  for  this  addrefs ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
you  will  take  fuch  meafures  in  confequence,  as  will  effectually  pro- 
ted  the  Nabob  from  fuch  alarms  in  future ;  the  national  honour  and 
intereft,  as  well  as  the  welfare  of  the  Company,  being  materially  con- 
nected with  the  juft  fecurity  of  his  Highnefs. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


► . 


St,  Thome, 
3d  June,  1776. 


My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  moft  obedient  and  devoted  humble  fervant, 


EDWD.  HUGHES. 


His  Highnefs  the  Nabob  Wattajau,  Ameer  ul  Hindf  Afuph  ud  Dow  lab, 
Babauder,  Sepab  Salaur,  &c.  &c.  &c.  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  fcff.  &}c. 

THE  affurances  of  fupport  and  prote&ion  I  have  received  froiji  the 
Grand-father  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  and  repeatedly  from  his  Majefty 
himfelf  and  the  Company,  had  given  me  the  greateft  confidence,  that  my 
rights  and  my  honour  would  have  been  preferved  inviolate ;  but  the 
apprehenfions  under  which  I  now  labour,  from  Lord  Pigot's  tmjuft 
ufe  of  his  power,  have  arrived  at  fo.  dangerous  an  height,  that  I  am 
obliged  to  apply  to  you  for  your  immediate  interference  in  my  fupport. 

Lord  Pigot,  not  content  with  the  low  and  difgraceful  ftate  to  which 
he  has  reduced  my  authority,  by  the  meafures  which  he  executed  at 
^Tanjore,  has  lately  threatened  to  fubjed  me  to  the  moft  perfonal  difgrace. 

On 


Letter  from 
the  Nabob 
to  SirEdward 
Hughes, 
complaining 
of  Lord 
Pigot, 


»   *1       • 
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On  the  27th  inftant,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  came  to 
my  Durbar,  and  in  the  prefence  of  my  brother  Morpheu2  Cawn  Ba- 
hauder,  and  my  fons  Omdut  ul  Omrah,  and  Ameer  ul  Omrah  Bahau- 
der,  and  Kerim  Moodeen  Cawn,  declared,  in  the  mod  determined  and 
threatening  tone  of  voice,  that  he  would  place  an  European  guard 
upon  my  houfe,  to  keep  me  a  prifoner  in  his  own  power ;  and  naming 
members  of  the  Council,  he  faid  they  were  rafcals,  and  that  he  would 
difmifs  them  from  the  fervice ;  he  faid  alfo,  that  all  the  white  faced 
fellows  were  rafcals,  and  that  he  would  not  allow  any  of  them  to  fee 
me ;  alfo  he  afked  Omdut  ul  Omrah  and  Ameer  ul  Omrah  why  they 
did  not  kick  out  all  fuch  rafcals.  The  caufe  of  this  outrage  was  my 
having  written  him  a  letter  on  the  26th  inftant  (a  copy  of  which  is 
enclofed)  reprefenting  the  injuftice  he  did  me,  by  ordering  a  military 
force  to  march  into  the  Raman  ade  country,  to  deprive  me  of  fome 
diftri&s  there,  and  put  them  into  the  pofleflion  ofTuljaujee.  Can  there 
be  any  oppreflion  equal  to  depriving  a  man  of  his  right,  and  then 
threatening  him  with  the  greateft  difgrace  if  he  dares  to  make  a  repre- 
fentation  of  that  right  ? 


As  Lord  Pigot,  on  a  former  occafion,  ordered  people  to  enter  my 
garden  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  pretending  that  he  had  information 
that  I  had  ordered  fome  people  to  be  ill  treated  there*  fo  that  I  am  un- 
der the  greateft  alarm  that  he  will  proceed  to  execute  in  paffion  what 
Jie  threatened,  I  fhall  then  be  without  remedy.  I  value  my  honour 
more  than  my  life.  As  you  are  the  fervant  of  the  King  and  Nation, 
that  are  my  protestors,  as  you  are  fent  here  for  the  fupport  of  your 
Sovereign's  honour,  and  the  intereft  of  the  Company,  fo  I  call  upon 
you,  by  every  duty  which  you  owe  to  juftice  and  your  high  ftation,  to 
write  immediately  to  the  Board,  and  to  fettle"  fuch  meafures  with 
them,  that  my  power  and  family  may  be  fecured  againft  Lord  Pigot's 
threats  and  violence.  Such  is  the  juftice  of  my  caufe,  that  I  am  confi. 
dent  the  Company  will  order  me  full  redrefs  for  the  injuries  that 
have  been  done  to  my  government  and  people  by  Lord  Pigot's  Con- 
3  du<ft 
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duA  at  Tanjore.  But  who  is  to  fupport  me  againft  *hofe  he  threatens 
at  prefent,  unlefs  you  reprefent  to  the  Council  my  fituation  ?  By  the 
eftablifhed  cuftom  I  cannot  apply  to  the  Council  but  through  the  Go- 
vernor, and  my  complaint  is  againft  himfelf. 

Unlefs  you  give  immediate  aid  to  the  beft  friend  the  Englifh  ever 
found  in  India,  he  muft  fink  in  the  fea  of  oppreflion. 

I  folemnly  declare,  and  your  knowledge  of  my  conduft  has  proved 
it  to  you,  that  I  am  a  faithful  friend  and  well-wUher  to  his  Majefty  and 
the  Company. 

What  can  I  fay  more  ? 

Given  at  Chepauk,  June  3d,  1776. 

(Signed)  James  Wooley,  Secretary 
to  his  Highnefs  the  Nabob. 

Copy  of  Tranflation.. 

Letter  from  his  Highnefs  the  Nabob  to  Lord  Pigot,  dated  26th  May,  1776* 

WHEN  your  Lordfliip  was  at  Tanjore  I  gave  pofitive  orders  to  my     better  f10* 

.      J  r  /•!./?»  it  the  Nabob  to 

managers  in  that  country  not  to  oppole  the  Company  s  people.  I  was  Lord  Pigou 
foon  after  informed,  that  troops  belonging  to  the  Company  were  marched 
to  take  pofleflion  of  fome  of  my  countries  belonging  to  Ramnadaporam, 
As  I  had  not  fent  any  orders  to  my  managers  at  Ramnadaporarn,  and 
God  only  knew  what  might  happen  there,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Stratton,  who 
then  prefided  here,  expreffing  my  concern,  and  afking  his  advice,  I  have 
lately  repeatedly  received  letters  from  Ally  Nevauz  and  Attaw  Huffein 
Cawn,  managers  of  the  Ramanade  and  Shevagunga  countries,  men- 
tioning the  arrival  of  a  Company's  officer,  with  two  companies  of 
Seapoys,  and  fome  of  Tuljaujee's  people,  to  take  pofleflion  of  fome 
diftri&sof  thofe  countries;  and  further,  that  they  intend  taking  the  fort 
of  Hummongoody.     Some  o£  the  Company's  Seapoys  are  arrived  at 

A  a  a  Cutta- 
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Cuttapatnim,  and  have  forcibly  turned  out  my  people  from  thence, 
and  have  feized  and  carried  away  the  Amildar,  and  poffefled  them- 
felves  of  the  revenues  and  papers.  Surely  your  Lordfhip  fhould  ac- 
quaint me  before  you  proceed  to  take  pofleffion  of  countries  which 
do  not  belong  to  Tanjore,  but  which  entirely  depend  upon  Rama- 
narie  and  Shevagunga ;  and  you  fhould  examine  the  records,  for  the 
word  of  Tuljaujee  is  not  fufficient  authority  for  taking  pofleffion  of 
my  country :  but  you  difregard  all  rights.  M]c  firm  friendfhip  to- 
wards the£ompany,  for  thefe  thirty  years  pad,  has  been  founded  on  the 
ftrongeft  attachment  to  them  and  to  the  Englifh  Nation,  and  from 
thence  I  have  lived  in  the  hope  of  increafing  my  honour,  reputation, 
and  figure  in  the  world,  and  which  I  truft  you  will  confider  as  infepa- 
rably  connefted  with  the  honour  and  interefts  of  the  Company.  I  am 
perfedtly  convinced  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Company  will  not  allow 
me  thus  to  fuffer,  nor  fee  injuflice  done  me;  and  I  am  firmly  perfuaded, 
that  as  foon  as  they  have  a  full  and  clear  date  of  affairs  here,  they  will 
alter  their  opinion  in  regard  to  Tanjore :  then  why  fhould  you  defire  to 
take  my  other  countries  ?  I  therefore  write  your  Lordfhip,  that  you  will 
be  pleafed  to  give  flrift  orders  to  your  people,  that  my  rights  may  be 
preferved,  and  that  they  may  not  interfere  in  my  authority  over  my 
own  countries ;  for  furely  it  could  never  be  the  intention  of  the  Com- 
pany, that  I,  who  have  been  their  invariable  firm  friend  for  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  years,  fhould  meet  with  fuch  treatment ;  and  that  one,  who 
was  never  a  friend  to  the  Englifh,  but  on  the  contrary  their  enemy, 
fhould  meet  with  fuch  advantage  from  their  power. 

(Copy)  EDWARD    HUGHES, 

The  following  anfwer  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes  is  now  wrote,  approved, 
and  ordered  to  be  fent  to  him  : 


to 


(  I«?  ) 


To  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  Commander  in  Chief  of  bis  Majefy's  Ships  in  India. 


S  I  R, 

W  E  have  the  honour  of  your  letter  of  this  day.  Our  Prefident  af- 
fures  us  Cf  That  the  Nabob  has  totally  mifunderftood  him  j  that  he  ne- 
ver had  a  thought  of  placing  a  guard  over  him,  although  he  feared, 
and  exprefled  thofe  fears  to  the  Nabob,  that  the  encouragement  his 
Highnefs  gave  to  European  vifitors,  and  the  impediments  to  public 
bufinefs,  arifing  from  the  intrigues  carried  on  by  them  at  his  Durbar, 
would  lay  him  under  the  neceffity  to  place  a  guard  to  bring  fuch  per- 
lons  to  him,  that  he  might  be  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  their  bu- 
finefs. 


Letter  to  Sir 
Edward 
Hughes,   in 
reply  to  the 
Nabob's  com- 
plaints. 


We  conclude  this  will  be  fufficient  to  fatisfy  you,  Sir,  that  the 
Nabob's  perfbn  is  in  perfedt  fecurity.  Our  Prefident  declares  that  no 
wanton  indignity  was  ever  intended  to  his  Highnefs,  or  ever  will  be 
committed  by  him,  although  his  ears  can  never  be  (hut  to  the  com- 
plaints of  the  diftrefled  i  and  we  afiiire  you  that  no  fuch  indignity  to 
the  Nabob  fliall  be  countenanced  by  this  Board,  to  whom  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Company's  affairs  on  this  Coaft  is  entrufted. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greateft  efteem,  Sir, 

Your  moll  obedient  humble  fervants, 

PI  GOT,    tec.  Council. 


The  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  letter,  which  he 
has  received  from  the  Nabob. 


Tranjlatio* 


(    '88    > 


Letter  from 
the  Nabob  to 
Lord  Pigot 
complaining 
of  his  con- 
dud  towards 
him. 


Tr (inflation  of  a  Letter  from  the  Nabob  to  Lard  Pigot 9  Governor  ef  Madras  ; 

dated  and  received  26th  May. 

AT  the  time  of  your  Lordfliip's  being  at  Tanjore,  I  lent  ftrift  orders 
to  my  fervants  in  that  country  not  to  oppofe  the  Company's  people  * 
and  upon  hearing  that  a  part  of  the  Company's  troops  had  marched  to 
feize  fome  of  my  diftricts  dependent  on  Ramnaut,  I  inftantly  wrote 
to  Mr.  Stratton,  then  afting  Governor,  exprefling  my  uneafinefs,  and 
requefting  his  advice  upon  the  fubjeft,  as  I  had  not  written  to  my 
managers  in  the  Ramnaut  country,  and  did  not  know  what  might 
happen, 

I  have  lately  received  repeated  letters  from  Aly  Ncvauz  Cawn 
and  Attaw  Huflein  Cawn,  managers  of  the  Ramnaut  and  Shoo- 
gunga  diftrifts,  and  from  others  my  agents,  advifing  me  that  an 
European  officer,  with  a  company  of  Seapoys  and  fome  of  Tuljaujee's 
people,  had  come  there  to  take  my  country  and  feize  the  fort  of 
Hummuntgoody ;  and  that  a  few  of  the  Company's  Seapoys  had  arrived 
at  Cotapatam,  h&d  removed  my  people  by  force*  feized  and  carried 
off  my  Amildar,  and  taken  pofleflion  of  the  grain,  accounts,  and 
papers  :  aU  my  affairs  and  arrangements,  and  the  xrolleffcions  of  my 
country,  are  by  this  means  ruined.  Before  the  proceeding  to  feize 
other  di&ri&s,  not  included  ia  the  Tanjwe  country,  and  wholly  ap- 
pertaining to  Ramnaut  and  Shoogunga,  it  would  have  been  proper 
to  have  made  enquiries  of  me,  and  have  confuhed  records,  and  not  to 
have  confidered  Tvljaqjee's  declaration  as  a  fufficient  ground  and 
authority  for  feizing  my  country  :  but  your  Lordfhip  has  not  been  in 
the  leaft  attentive  to  any  of  my  rights.  My  fteady  friendfhip  with  the 
Company,  for  thefe  thirty  years  paft,  has  been  eftablifhed  upon  the  firm 
foundation  of  my  good  will,  and  cordial  attachment  towards  them  and 
the  Englifh  Nation  j  I  hope,  therefore,  that  on  this  account  I  fhall  obtain 
iocreafe  of  honour,  reputation,  and  influence  \  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 

1  your 
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your  Lordfhlp  will  not  confider  my  'honour,  reputation,  and  in- 
fluence, as  diftinft  and  feparate  from  the  honour  and  interefts  of 
the  Company. 

I  have  the  fulleft  confidence  that  the  Company  will  not  approve  of 
foch  meafures  being  taken  to  the  detriment  of  my  affairs,  or  of  the 
injuftice  done  me  by  thefe  proceedings.  I  am  firmly  perfuaded,  that 
when  the  Company  ihall  have  been  fully  and  truly  informed  of  all 
fa£ts  and  circumftances,  they  will  be  induced  to  change  their  opinion 
refpe&ing  the  Tanjore  bufinefsj  fo  far  will  they  be  from  approving 
your  Lordfhip's  taking  other  parts  of  my  country.  I  therefore  now 
write,  to  defire  that  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  give  your  people  ftridt 
orders  to  aft  in  fuch  manner,  as  that  my  rights  may  be  preferved, 
and  not  to  interfere  with  the  authority  I  poflefs  over  my  own  country  \ 
for  it  certainly  was  not  the  Company's  intention,  that  I,  who  have 
been  fo  many  years  their  true  and  firm  friend,  ihould  receive  fuch 
treatment ;  and  that  a  perfon,  who,  fo  far  from  ever  having  been  their 
friend,  is  the  enemy  of  the  Engliih  Nation,  fhould  be  lifted  up  and  ad- 
vanced by  their  authority. 

What  can  I  fay  more  ? 

The  Rajah  of  Tanjore  having  reprefented,  that  many  and  great 
inconveniences  muft  accrue  to  his  country  by  the  water-channels  now 
cutting  in  the  Ifland  of  Seringham,  the  following  letters  are  now 
wrote,  and  ordered  to  be  difpatched  : 


To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper ',  commanding -at  Tanjore. 

SIR, 

YOU  will  forthwith  direft  Major  Stevens  to  proceed  to  the  Ifland 
Seringham,  to  infpeft  the  water-channels  carrying-  on  by  the  Nabob  * 

B  b  b  and 


*      ■ 

Letter  to 
Colonel 
Harper  re- 
fpe&ing  the 
water-chan- 
nels carrying 
on  by  the 
Nabob  at 
Seringham. 
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and  if  it  (hould  appear  to  him  that  there  is  any  immediate  danger- 

therefrom  to  the  Tanjore  country,  he  will  reprefent  the  fame  to 

Colonel  James. 

We  are,  Sir, 


Fort  St.  George, 
3d  June,  1776. 


Your  moft  obedient  Servants, 


PI  GOT,  &c.  Council, 


To  Colonel 
James  on  the 
lame  fub- 
}eft. 


7*  Lieutenant-Colonel  James,  commanding  at  Trubiuopoty. 

S  I  R, 

LIEUT.  COL.  HARPER  has  been  directed  to  fend  Major  Stevens 
to  tjie  Ifland  of  Seringham,  to  infpeft  the  water-channels  carrying  on 
by  the  Nabob ;  and  if  it  fliould  appear  to  him  there  is  any  immediate 
danger  therefrom  to  the  Tanjore  country,  he  will  reprefent  the  fame 
to  you ;  in  this  cafe  you  will  make  it  known  to  the  Kelladar,  who  will 
doubtlefs  afford  him  every  afliftance  in  his  power  to  prevent  the 
damage. 

We  arc,  Sir, 


Fort  St  George, 
3d  June,  1776* 


Your  moft  obedient  Servants, 
PIGOT,  &c.  Council, 


Letter  to  the 
Nabob,  with 
copies  of  the 
Jwegoing* 


A  letter  to  the  Nabob  is  likewife  wrote  and  difpatched,  accompanied 
with  copies  of  the  letters  to  Lieut.  Colonel  Harper  and  Lieut. 
Colonel  James,  and  requrfttng  that  he  will  be  pieafed  to  give  his 
Kelladar  at  Trichinopoly  the  neceflary  direftions  on  the  fubjeft. 


1  • 

The  following  diffents  were  now  given  into  the  refolution  of  1  aft  Con- 
sultation refpe&ing  Mr,  Benfield*s  claims  on  the  Tanjore  country : 


I  put 
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J  put  my  negative  on  the  que  A  ion  prepofed  by  the  Prcfident  at  the 
iaft  confultation  v 

Becanfe  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  Nabob  has  a  right  to  the  government 
fhare  of  the  crop  in  theTanjore  country  for  the  year  Fhazully  j  that  is, 
the  crop  fown   in  1775,   and  reaped  in  the  beginning  of  1776:  all 
the  advances  for  the  cultivation  having  been  made  by  him,   and  the 
country  having  been   in  his  pofleflion   until   the  greateft  part,  if  not 
the  whole  of  the  crop,,  was  cut  down ;  and  therefore  all  aflignments  or 
orders  given  by  the  Nabob  on  the  Tanjore  country,  as  far  as  his  (hare 
of  this  crop  would  pay,  ought  to  ftand  good.     On  this- particular  the* 
Court  of  Directors  could  not  give  any  prccife  orders*  not  probably  be- 
ing acquainted  with  the  time  of  cultivation,  or  the  time  of  harveft  y 
and  the  orders  they  have  given  would,  in  my  opinion,  as  well  warrant 
the  fcizing  any  other  property  the  Nabob  might  have  in  the  Tanjore 
country,  as  feizing  his  (hare  of  the  crop*    Still  l?fs  can  their  orders 
mean,  that  individuals  and  Btitifh  fubjefts,  living  under  the  prote&ion 
of  the  Company,  (hould  be  deprived  of  their  property  in  that  country,, 
\>j  its  being  taken  from  the  Nabob  and  given  to  the  lfajah. 

Becaufe  Mr.  Benfidd's*  claims  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tanjore  coun- 
try, and  for  grain  of  thelaft  year,  which  was  taken  from  his  peopler 
were  fufficiently  explained,  tQ  have  induced  the  JJoard  to-give  Kim  fuch 
a  letter  to  the  Rajah  as  he  requeftecj* 

Becaufe  Mr.  Benfield's  loans  to  the  Nabob  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 

Tanjore  country,,  through  the  Nabob,  do  nQt  appear  to  mc  to  be  conr 

trary  to  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Dire&ors,  which  J  have  feen ;  for  I 

do  not  allow  the  orders  of  1710  and  17  M,  quoted  by  the  Prefident,  to 

be  in  force  now ;  times  and  circumftances  are  fo  tptajly  changed,  that 

what  might  be  proper  then,  may  not  be  fo  at  this  time ;  and  Mr*  Ben* 

field's  loans,  as  far  as  appears  to  me,  are  conformable  to  the  late  aft  of 

parliament,  fent  out  for  our  guidance,  in  lending  of  money  in  the 

%  country 


Mr.Mackay** 
diflent  to  the. 
refolutiOn  of 
laft  council 
refpefting 
Mr.Bcnfi«ld*i 
claim. 


Mr.  Palmer 
'fubferibes  to 
the  above 
diflent. 

Mr.  Jour- 
dan's  difient 
upon  the  fame 
ijubject. 


(     «92    ) 

country  at  the  legal  intefeft  of  it  percent;  is  fo  for  from  being  an 
injury  to  the  Company  or  the  natives,  that  I  am  well  convinced  it  is  art 
advantage  to  both,  particularly  to  the  latter ;  nor  can  I  confider  Euro- 
peans lending  money  in  this  manner  any  way  interfering  with  the 
country  government. 

Mr.  Palmer  .concurring  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Macfcay,  (ubfcribes  to  his 
.difient.  -> 

♦ 

T  diflent  From  the   refolution  of  Council  of  29th  May,  touching 
Mr.  Benfield's  claims,  for  the  following  reafons :  , 

That  the  Nabob  having,  by  the  Britilh  arms,  been  put  into,  and 
'having  had  full  poflcflion  of  the  Tanjore  country,  had,  as  the  Lord  or 
Phouzdar  of  it,  an  undoubted  right  to  dilpofe  of  the  revenues,  and  of 
courfe  to  mortgage  the  crops  upon  the  ground,  or  give  orders  upon 
them ;  and  I  am  informed  that  mortgages  of  this  kind  are  frequent  in 
the  country.  That  the  tranfa&ions  on  which  Mr.  BenfiekTs  claims  are 
made  have  every  appearance  of  right.  The  bonds  are  for  money  ad- 
vanced tdthfc  Nabob  on  the  fecurities ,  of  countries,  and  the  fums  are 
certified  to  have  been  received.  It  hath  been  feid,  that  loans  to  the 
Nabob  are  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  Company  ;  but  I  know  not  of 
any  fucb.  Orders  of  17 10  and  17x2,  quoted  by  the  Prefident,  cannot* 
in  my  opinion,  be  confidered  in  point;  thefituation  of  the  Company's 
affairs  having  fo  materially  changed  fince  the  time  thofe  orders  were 
framed,  and  the  Company  having,  by  their  afllftance  to  the  creditors 
of  the  Nabob,  £iven  fan&ion  to  fuch  loans.  Bcfides,  Mr  -Benfield's 
having  paid  the  Dutch  a  fum  of  money  for  the  account  of  the  Nabob 
was  public,  and  the  Company  have  not  exprefied  difpleafure  at  it.  I 
always  thought,  and  dill  do,  that  it  is  an  ufurious  rate  of  intereft,  and 
not  the  perfons  the  loans  are  made  to,  which  caufed  the  limitations  in 
vthe  ad  of  parliament. 


On 


t  If  J  ) 

On  the  principle!  of  the  Nabob's  right  to  the  crop,  and  Mr.  Benfielcft 
claims  being  juftly  founded,  and  not  collufive,  I  think  the  orders  and 
alignments  mentioned  in  the  three  firft  articles  admifiible ;  and  that 
this  Government  ought  to  inform  the  Rajah  thereof,  and  to  intereft  itfelf 
ill  obtaining  fatisfa&ion  for  Mr«  Benfield. 

The  claim  on  the  inhabitants  for  ca(h  advanced  by  Mr.  BenfieM 
through  Umee  ul  Omrah,  the  Deputy,  appears  to  me  fo  juftly  doe  from 
the  inhabitants,  that  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  letter  ought  to  be  given  to 
hirft,  recommending  it  to  the  Rajah  to  fee  juftke  done  to  him,  in  re- 
covering fuch  debts  as  may  be  propofcd  to  him  to  be  juftly  duf . 

The  feizure  of  the  grain  of  a  crop  carries  with  it  an  extraordinary 
appearance ;  for  there  could  not,  in  my  opinion*  be  the  leaft  colour  or 
pretence  for  it.  The  Board  ought,  I  think,  to  intereft  themfelves  par- 
ticularly for  the  restitution  of  this,  aa  well  as  for  the  recovery  of  the 
debts  due  from  the  inhabitants. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  expreffing,  that  I  think,  as  the  Prefident 
judged  he  bad  not  authority  to  give  Mr.  Benfield  any  afliftance,  he 
ought,  after  the  information  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Benfield,  to 
have  reprefented  all  the  circumftances  to  the  Rajah  ;  and  that  he  would, 
on  his  return,  lay  the  claim  before  the  Board  for  their  determination, 
which  I  do  not  recoiled  that  he  appears  to  have  done. 

I  gave  my  negative  at  the  laft  consultation  to  the  Pfefident's  queftion     Sir  Robert 
upon  Mr*  Benfield's  claims*  diffentT* 

Becaufe  it  appears  to  me  that  Mr,  Bcnfidd's  application  is  admiflibU ; 
and  whether  the  obftruftions  Mr.  Benfield  meets  with  arife  from  alt* 
committed  by  the  authority  of  this  Government,  or  by  the  authority  of 
the  Rajah  after  his  reftoration,  I  think  he  has  a  claim  upon  us  i  I  think 

C  cc  he 
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he  has  a  right  to  our  fupport  in  the  former,  and  in  the  latter,  ha* 
reafon  to  expert  all  the  afliftance  our  influence  can  give  him. 

a.:-  In  the  latter  cafe,  1  think  we  fltould  expfom  to  the  Rajah  the  univerfal 
few  of  nations,  by  which  it  is>  implied,  that  the  individual  is  (till  to  be 
prote&ed  in  his  rights,  though  the  hands  of  government  are  changed  ; 
.and;  in  the  former  cafe,  I  dt>  Hot  think  we  are  authorized,  by  any  con- 
ftru&ion  of  the  Company's  orders,  to  put  the  Rajah  in  poflefiion  of  the 
property  in  queftion ;  on  the  contrary,  I  imagine  that  the  part  the 
Company  have  taken,  in  changing  the  Government  of  the  Tanjore 
country  would  make  them  anxious  that  the  arrangement  fhould  take 
place  without,  obftru&ion  or  impediment  to  the  rights  of  individuals. 

The  Company  have  ever  been  attentive  to  thofe  rights,  where  the  Go- 
vernment has  been  changed  under  their  influence,  and  that  attention 
ought  in  the  prefent  buftnefs,  I  thinks  to  have  the  weight  of  authority 
with  us. 

By  a  late  decifion  in  our  high  Courts  of  Juftice  at  home,  .the  Arme- 
nians have  recovered  damages  of  Mr.  Verelft,  for  the  lofs  of"  property 
they  fuftained  by  his  influence  in  Sujah-ul-DowlaV  country  and  if  his 
influence  was  deemed  illegal,  I  cannot  believe  that-the  Company  will  fup- 
port us  in  voting  Mr,  Benficld's  claimstto  ht-inadmi]Jibk; 

The  loans  advanced  by  Mr1.  Bfinfield  on  tire  crops  of  the  Tanjorer 
country  lunderftand-tabe  money  actually  paid  for  property  purchafed, 
which  is  the  fame  thing,  as  if  the  Nabob  had  affigned  to  hinr  manufac- 
tures in  the  warehoufe,  and  fome  in  the  loom;  and  upon  what  principle 
fuch  property  can  be  feked  or  transferred  with  the  dominion  of  the  coun- 
try, 1  confefs  myfelf  at  a-lofs  to  conceive.  The  utmoft  extent  of  the 
Company  V  orders  was  to  reftore  the  Rajah  to  his  Government. 


(     »95    ) 

We  had  information  from  the  Nabob,  that  when  he  was  put  in  pof- 
feflion  of  that  Government  he  was  much  incumbered  with  debts,  which 
the  Rajah  owed  to  the  Dutch,  the  Danes,  and  others  5.  that  the  difcW!%e 
of  them*  and  the  ranfom  money v  had  loaded  him  with  debts  ;  and  that 
lie  had  been  obliged  to  mortgage  and  afllgn  the  revenues  of  the  Tan- 
jore  and  his  other  countries  to  raife  the  neceflary  fums ;  befides,  that . 
the  arrears  of  his  troops,  ftationed  in  the  Tanjore  country  for  its  protec- 
tion, were  likewife  ordered  upon  it  by  fpecial  alignments. 

A  country  government  in  India,  that;  is  only  a  year's  revenue  inantf* 
cipatiott  or  debt,  may  be  faid  to  be  in  eafy  circumftances;  and  whether 
the  Company  may  not  think  that  we  fhould  have  confulted  with  theR^- 
jah,  to  know  hisfenfe  of  receiving  his  Government  under  fuch  circum* 
fiances,  before  we  proceeded  to  fhut  out  the  claims  upon  his  country, . 
a  future  period  will  ftiew.  The  Company,.  I  think,  could  never  meaa 
toeflabliih  the  Rajah's  government  upon  the  ruin  of  individuals  entitled'. 
to.  their  prote&ion,  whether  natives  or  Britifll  fubje&s. 

The  Company's  orders  in  thfe  days  of  Queen  Ahne,  quoted  by  thfc 
Prefident,  forbidding  their  fervants  to  lend  money,,  ar.e  entirely  null  and  * 
void  as  if  they  never  had  exifted. .  The  .late  public  ftatute  exprefles  no 
limitatiot^but  the.  rate, of  intereft^.of  courfe  it  gives  a  general  right  to^ . 
lend  at  that  iatereft;  that  ftatute,. more  efftdtually  than  the  Company's 
orders,  prevents  the  evils  t  Bey  were  intended  to  remedy  j  and  if  we  com*, 
mit  offences  which  come,  within  the  ftatute,  either  by  improper  loans,.  . 
or  the  acceptance  of  prefents,  the  legal  courfe  of  trial  is  in  the  Mayor's  > 
Court* . 

Having  heretofore  diflented  from  the  PreficTenty  being  employed  ' 
upon  the  Tanjore  bufinefs,  without  defined  and  limited  inftru&ionv 
from  .the  Board,  and  having,  previous  to  his  Lordfhip's  departure  to 
Tanjore,  mentioned  in  Council  the  matter  of  private  property  in  the 
Tanjore  country,  I  think  it. my  duty  to  declare,  as  a  member  of  this. 

Government^ 


~"*Mf  .Stratton  i 
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'  Government,  that  I  am  in  no  manner  acceflary  to  the  meafure,  either 

of  obftrufting  or  fuperfeding  the  claims  of  any  private  property  what- 

foever  in  the  Tanjore  country,  and  that  therefore  I  (land  legally  acquit- 

1  ted  of  all  confequences  that  the  Company  or  their  Agents  may  be  fub- 

jtffted  to  by  the  meafure. 

I  was  againft  the  queftion  before  the  Board  the  29th  of  May,  bearufe 
that  in  fome  refpedts  the  Prefident  and  Council  have  it  in  their  power  to 
comply  with  Mr.  Benfield's  requefts  •,  for  I  think  we  may  afford  hicn  our 
r^good  offices  with  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  without  any  injury  to  him,  in  re- 
covering from  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  the  claims  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Benfield  in  the  3d  and  4th  article  of  his  letter,  dated  the  29th  May, 
which  he  declares  to  be  juft  and  well  known  to  the  Dobbeer,  the  prefent 
manager,  moft  of  them  being  duly  registered  in  the  Cutcherry  of  Tan- 
jore ;  and  as  I  conclude  the  Rajah  is  by  this  time  well  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  thefe  claims,  I  doubt  not  but  he  would  on  an  application, 
afford  Mr.  Ben  field's  people  every  affiftance  in  his  power  in  the  recovery 
of  the*  from  the  inhabitants,  fhould  they  on  examination  prove  juft. 

The  firft  article  mentioned  by  Mr.  Benfield  is  a  mortgage  granted  to 
him  by  the  Nabob  on  the  prefent  crop,  which  in  my  opinion  the  Nabob 
is  entitled  to  by  his  having  advanced  very  confiderable  fums  of  money 
to  the  inhabitants  for  the  cultivation  thereof;  and,  agreeable  to  acuftom 
obferved  all  over  India,  did  in  confequence  mortgage  the  government 
(hare  of  certain  lands  for  the  payment  of  the  fums  he  received  from 
Mr.  Benfield. 


Mr.  Brooke's 
minute,  pro- 
poll  ng  to  re- 
confider  the 
proceedings 
or"  the  lall 
confutation. 


Mr.  Brooke  defires  that  the  following  minute  may  be  entered  on 
this  day's  proceedings : 

When  the  queftion  was  put  in  Confukation  29th  May,  I  then 
underftood  that  the  tenor  of  Mr.  Benfield's  papers  was,  that  he  claimed 
the  interpofition  of  the  Company,  as  a  right  due  to  him  as  a  fubjeft  for 

the 


the  recovery  of  loans  within  the  limitation  of  the  late  Adt  of  Parti** 
taent  of  1 2  per  cent.  I  was  therefore  of  opinion,  that  he  could  not 
demand  this  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  that  it  was  entirely  optitmal  in 
the  Company  whether  they  chufe  to  interfere  or  Hot,  the  claim  of  a 
tight  and  a  requeft  as  a  matter  of  favour  being  entirely  different  *  but, 
upon  a  re-pemfal  of  thofe  papers,  I  now  upderftand,  that  he  does  not 
demand,  but  only  requefts  the  interpofition  of  this  Board  for  the 
recovery  of  that  property,  of  which  he  was  difpoffeffed  by  the  manner 
in  which  that  country  was  reftored  to  the  Rajah.  I  have  alfo  reviewed 
the  a  1  ft  paragraph  of  the  Compaay *s  feparate  letter,  12th  April,  1775, 
in  which  are  thefe  words;  u  And  we  mud  fuppofc  that  the  plunder  of  the 
"  place,  and  the  receipt  of  the  revenues  for  more  than  two  years,  wUl 
"  have  rendered  the  Nabob  a  confiderable  gainer,  after  defraying  all 
"  charges  incurred  by  his  Excellency  in  the  faid  expedition  *"  bjr 
which  I  underftand  they  do  allow  him  the  enjoyment  of  the  revenue 
for  two  years  and  more,  that  is,  from  the  capture  to  the  reftoration  of 
the  Rajah.  The  Nabob  was  certainly  in  poffeifien  during  the  faid 
time,  and  being  fo  in  poffeffion,  and  the  revenues  fo  allowed  him,  they 
were  his  property,  and  he  might  do  with  them  what  he  pleafed. 
Mr.  Benfield  reprefents,  that  he  was  in  a dfcual  pofleffion  of  part  of  the 
crops  produced  within  the  faid  period,  and  the  Nabob  admits  of  his 
having  a&gned  part  of  them  to  him  $  as  the  eafe  now  (lands,  it  dis- 
allows of  the  Nabob's  right  to  pofiefs*  puts  the  Rajah  in  ,p*>ffeffion  of 
the  crop  produced  within  the  time  limited,  and  operates  in  its  coafe* 
quences  contrary  to  the  meaning  of  the  Company* 

« 

I  therefore  move,  that  the  Board  will  be  pleafed  to  reconfider  the 
proceedings  of  the  29th- ultimo* 


Board  dp  meet  again  on  Thursday  morning  next,  to  reconfider  the  pro* 
ceediogs  of  the  29th  ultimo.,  . 

Read  letter  from  Mr.  Paul  Benfield. 

Ddd  To 


Agreed^ 


From  Mr. 
Benfield  re- 
preferring 
that  he  in- 
formed the 
Prefident  of 
his  claims 
before  his  de- 

?arture  for 
'anjore,  and 
fuppofing 
that  applica- 
tions from 
the  French, 
&c.  fimilarto 
bis,  would 
not  be  ne-     , 
glared. 


(  i98  > 

To  the  Right  Honourable  LordPigot,  Prefident  and  Governor,  &c.  Council  oj- 

Fort  St.  George* 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen,. 

AS  I'  underftand  that  it  hath  been  matter  of  farprize  to  fome  that 
my  claims  on  the  Tanjore  country,'  had  not  been  reprefented  to  your 
Board  before  the  departure  of  Lord  Pigot  for  Tanjore,  I  beg  leave  to. 
remind  you  that  in  my  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  acquainted  you  that 
previous  to  the  laft  Confultation  before  his  Lordfhip's  departure  for 
Tanjore,  I  reprefented  to  him  the  nature  of  my  property  and  claims 
in  the  Tanjore  Country.     His  Lordfhip  was  at  that  time,  as  1  under- 
flood,  charged  with  your  commiffion  to  fettfe  the  Tanjore  bufinefc... 
Had  his  Lordfhip  confidered'  the  reprefentation  I'  made  to  him  a 
matter  of  importance  for  the  confideratfon  of  the  Board;  I  might 
naturally  conclude  he  would  have  reported*  it ;  and'had  I  not  received;: 
fbch  fatisfadtion  in  words  from  his  Lordfhip,  as  induced  me  to  believer 
the  reprefentation  I  had  made  to  him  fufficient,  I  fhould  myfelf  have..: 
acquainted  the  Board  of  ray  claims  at  that  Confultation*. 

His  Lordfhip  acquainted'  me,,  that  he  could  'have  no  wiflv  or  dfefire  • 
to  deliver  over  the  property  of  his  fellow-fubjeft  to  aGentoo,.  a  Pagans 
and  that  if  I  fent  a  perfon  with  him  to  reprefent  on  the  fppt  what  was  myv 
property,  it  was  enough*  I  replied  to  his  Lordfhip,  that  if  it  was  agreed- 
able  to  him,  I  would  myfelf  attend .  for  that  purpofe;  he  defifed  I. 
would  do  fo.. 

Your  Lordfhip,  &c.  will  then  ju%e  of  my  forprlze,  at  receiving 
fach  a  letter  as.  his  Lordfhip  wrote  to  me  at  Tanjore,  thfe  13th  Aprk: 
laft,  in  anfwer  to  my  addrefs  td  him  on  the  very  matter  which,  had  i 
carried  me  to  Tanjorev  On  taking  my:  leave  of  hi5  Lordfhip  the  next 
morning,  1  acquainted  him*  that  had  he  been  as  explicit  when  I  applied ; 
to  him  at  Madras,  it  would  have  been  totally  unneceffary  for  me  ta, 
feve  attended  him  to  Tanjore*. 


_i 
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Alter  the  former  change  of  government  at  Tanjore,  I  believe  the 
Nabob  difcharged  every  claim  made  on  account  of  that  country  to  the 
Dutch)  to  the  Danes,  to  the  Englifh,  and  to  the  Natives ;  and  had 
applications  of  the  nature  of  mine  been  made  to  you  by  the  French>    - 
the  Danes,  or  the  Dutch,  I  do  not  fuppofe  they  could  have  been  alto- 
gether  negle&ed,    I  hope  then  your  Lordflrip,  &c.  will  duly  confider 
my  feveral  reprefentations,  and  afford  me  your  afllftance  and  fupport, .. 
m  getting  reftored  to  me  what  was  my  property  there  when  the  late 
change  took  place,  which  had  chiefly  been  fcaared  to  me  by  mortga- 
ges, &c.  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country. 

It  is.,an  invariable  rule  throughout  the.  whole  country*  that  grain. . 
growing  on  the  ground'  becomes  property  frbm  the  day  it  is  planted, 
and  "is  every  where  delivered  over  and  received  as fiich,  and  held  by- 
the  Soucars  to  be  good  and  lufficient  fecurhy.  .  I  am  with  refpeily 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, . 
Fort  St.  George,  .        Your  very  devoted  and  obedient  humble  fervanf,, 
3d  June,  1776. .  ■  PAUL    BEJNFIELD.. 

Ordered  to  lie  upon,  the  table.  . 

At:  a  Confutation;  • 

0  1 

VK    E    S    E    N-T,:,  -       TbmO*rK 

The  Right  Honourable  LordPigot,  Governor,  Prefidenr. .-. 
George  Strattoa  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  . 

George  Dawibnu  Henry  Brooke 

Claud  RtiiTell  :  Alexander -Daliymple- 

Charles  Floyer  John  Maxwell  Stone;  -  , 

Archdale- Palme*  Francis  Jourdaa  . 

Ge&rge  Mackay.  .  * 

The  Minute*  of  .laft  Confultation  read.  . 


AGREEABLE 
le&brs  per  Greiivi] 


Eloyer 


IVfr.  Floyer 
takes  his  feat 
st  the  Board. 


(      2C0     ) 

Floyer  is  appointed  a  member  of  this  Government,  that  Gentleman 
being  arrived,  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  office  are  now  adminiftered 
to  him  by  the  President,  and  he  takes  his  feat  at  the  Board  accord- 
ingly. 

Read  letter  from  Sir  Edward  Hughes. 


TVora  Sir  Ed- 
irardHughes, 


To  the  Right  Honourable  George  Lord  Pigot,  Prefident  emd  Governor,  &c 

Council  of  Fort  SU  George. 

m 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  received  the  honour  of  your  anfwer  to  my  letter  of  this 
day's  date ;  and  in  order  to  fatkfy  the  Nabob's  mind  on  the  fubjc&  of 
his  Highnefs's  application  to  me  as  the  King's  fervant*  I  immediately 
ient  to  him  a  copy  of  my  letter  and  your  reply,  which  I  think,  cannot 
fail  to  produce  the  deHred  effect, 

1  am,  with  the  moft  perfeft  efteem  and  regard, 


St.  Thome, 
3d  June,  1776. 


My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 

EDWD    HUGHES. 


Minute  of  the 
Prefident,  and 
report  of  the 
Hircarrah,  in 
anfwer  to    a 
complaint  in 
the  Nabob's 
letter  to  Sir 
Edward 
Hughes. 


The  Prefident  then  obferves,  that  there  was  in  the  letter  from  the 
Nabob  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  an  accufation  of  his  having  ordered 
people  in  the  middle  of  the  night  to  enter  the  Nabob's  garden,  pre- 
tending that  he  had  information  of  the  Nabob's  having  ordered  fome 
people  to  be  ill  treated  there.  The  Prefident  adds,  that  he  thought 
moft  of  the  members  of  the  Council  had  been  acquainted  with  the 
cafe  alluded  to,  and  that  although  he  had  wilhed,  for  the  credit  of 
the  Nabob,  to  have  taken  tio  public  notice  thereof,  yet  for  his  (the 
Frefident's)  vindication,  it  appears  ftcccflarjr  to  mention  it  at  this  rime. 

4  On 


*0n  the  ioth  May  I  received  the  following  report  from  the  head 
Hircar-: 

Report  vf  the  Heed  Hireau 

*c  AFTER  the  Nabo'b  took  the  Mawa's  country,  the  Circafs  people 
plundered  everything  belonging  to  the  "faid  Mawa's  managers;  among 
the  reft  one  Villayan  Chevaear's  houfe  was  plundered ;  .his  daughter 
remained  in  the  Taid  country  very  poor* 

One  Verapilla,  an  enemy  to  "her,  told  the  Na"bob  that  fhe  was  worth 
money,  upon  which  he  ordered  her  to  be  brought  under  a  guard  to 
•him;  and  accordingly  fhe  and  two  more  women  and  about  thirteen  men 
were  brought  to  Chepauk*  the  Company's  bounds,  a  few  days  ago ;  but 
u^)on  examining  the  woman  there  was  no  money  to  be  got  from  her 
as  was  expefted.  On  this  the  faid  enemy  told  the  Nabob,  that  if  he 
would  fend  her  back  along  with  him  to-the  faid  -country ,  he  would  put 
her  to  torture  and  recover  the  money.  The  woman  would  not  go  for 
fear  they  fhould  murder  her ;  but  they  are  forcing  her  to  go.,  and  fhe 
declares,  that  if  Ihe  is  forced  ihe  will  kill  herfelf.  As  .ihe  is  now  in  tke 
-Company's  bounds,  fhe  fent  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip  of  the  above  vio- 
lence, and  beg  you  toiave  her  life,;  and  as  it  is  my  duty  te  acquaint  • 
you  with  any  news  or  violence  that  might  be  committed  in  the  bounds, 
I.thought.fittomake  this  report  to  your  Lordfhip. 

The  Prefident  was  upon  .a  vifit  and  at  -fupper  when  he  received  this 
information ;  and  as  the  Nabob's  gardens  and  thofe  to  the  Company's 
Jioufe  joiq#  he  ordered  the  Hircarrah  to  wait  at  the  gardens  till  his  re- 
turn, and  to  watch  if  thefe  people  pafied. 

About  i.i  o'clock  the  Prefident  (topping  at  the  gardens  in  his  way 
to  the  fort,  was  informed  that  the  woman  was  not  come  away,  but  that 
Come  of  the  people  had  been  carried  off  towards  St*  Thome ;  upon 
which  the  Prefident  thought  proper  to  direft  the  officer  of  the  guard 
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to  fend  a  Havildar  and  fome  Seapoys,  who  overtook  them  at  St, 
Thome ;  and  the  Prefident  at  the  fame  time  gave  to  Saib,  one  of  the 
Company's  waiting  Peons,  the  written  information  he  had  received, 
and  diredted  him  to  carry  it  to  a  houfe  of  the  Nahob's  where  many  of 
his  fervants  generally  are,  and  to  defire  that  the  woman  might  not  be  re- 
moved till  he  faw  the  Nabob  in  the  morning." 


Mr»D*fryrac 
pie  requefts 
further  time 
to  con6der 
Mr.Benfiel<Tft 
claims. 

Sir  Robert 
Fletcher  ob- 
ject* to  delay* 


Mr.  Dalrym- 
pie's  minute 


Conformably  to  the  refolution  of  laft  Council  to  reconfidcr  the  refo- 
lutioa  of  the  29th  ultimo,  on  the  fubjedt  of  Mr.  BenfiekTs  claims  on 
the  Tanjore  country,  the  Board  are  this  day  affembled,  and  proceed 
to  take  the  fame  into  confederation. 

Mr.  Dalrymple  requefts  that  the  coniideration  of  this  bufinefs  may 
be  deferred  till  Monday  next,  as  he  Has  not  been  able  to  difcufs  per* 
feftly  the  contents  of  the  feveral  diflents* 

Agreed  to  by  all  but  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  who  is  againft  any 
further  delays  bceaufe,  as  Mr. Dalrymple  fo  readily  gave  his  vote 
when  the  queftion  was  firft  moved  on  the  29th  ultimo,  he  cannot  con- 
ceive upon  what  reafonable  grounds  he  now  afks  for  a  further  delay. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Dalrymple  delivers  ia  the  following  minute  r 

Mr.  Dalrymple  gave  his  vote  very  readily  againft  the  admiffibilitjr 
of  the  Nabob's  orders  and  alignments  on  the  Tanjore  country,  and 
was  of  opinion  the  private  claims  were  not  fufficiently  explained ;  but 
Mr*  Dalrymple  requives^nucb  time  to  be  convinced  that  this  refolution> 
ib  conformable  to  the  Company's  orders,  and  the  former  refolution  o£ 
the  Board,  fliould  be  reicinded. 

Agreeably  to  the  minutes  of  this  day  V  confutation^  wrote  the  fofc- 
lowing  letter  to  Mr.  Paul  Benfield*. 


z* 
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T$  Mr.  Paul  Benfield* 


S  I  R, 


I  AM  dire&ed  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  President  and  Council 
to  furnifti  you  with  the  accompanying  copy  of  an  order  from  Lord 
Pigotto  Captain  Mackenzie,  and  of  the  form  of  an  order  given  to 
Captain  Mackenzie  for  his  officers  on  detachment ;  and  further  I  am 
directed  to  acquaint  you,  that  if  your  people  can  point  out  any  Officer 
or  Seapoy  who  has  adted  improperly,  and  you  will  reprefent  the  parti- 
culars of  fuch  behaviour  to  the  Board,  the  neceflary  enquiry  will  be 
made  into  their  conduct.  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 


Fort  &•  George, 
6th  June,  1776, 


R.  J.  SULIVAN, 


To  Mr.  Ben- 
field,  with  * 
the  orders  to 
Capt.  Mac- 
kenzie^ and 
his  officers, 
defiringin  for- 
mation of  the 
officers  and 
Seapoys  who, 
have  iriifbe* 
havecL 


At  a  Confutation, 


PRESENT, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefident. 

George  Stratton  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

George  Dafffon  Henry  Brooke 

Claud  Ruffell  Alexander  Dalrymple  . 

Charles  Floyer  John  Maxwell  Stone 

Archdale  Palmer  Francis  Jourdan 

George  Mackay. 


Monday  xoth. 
June* 


The  minutes  of  laft  Confutation  read,. 


The  Board  being  this  dajT  affembled  to  reconfider  a  refolutioir  on  a 
fcbjeft  that  has  been  a  long  time  under  deliberation,  Mr.  Floyer  begs 
leave  to  fubmit  to  their  confideration  the  particulars  of  his  fituation 

relative 


Minute  of 
Mr,  Floyer,. 
refpe&ingthe 
propriety  and 
neceffiry  of. 


^  s 


giving  his 
opinion  on 
Mr.BenfieicFs 
claims. 


Hefotuttoa  ift 
xonfcquence. 


Mr.  Dalrym- 
ple's  minute 
'  on  the  nature 
and  property 
jof  Mr.  Ben- 


relative  tovthe  Chieffhip  of  Mafulipatam,  of  which  he  is  appointed  T*y 
the  Honourable  the  Court of  Directors  to  take  immediate  charge,  in  cafe 
of  the  death,  refignation,   or  removal  of  Mr.  Whitehill,   who  took 
his    departure    for    Europe    three    months    ago  ;     and     ro    know 
whether    it    is    their  opinion,    that    it    is   proper   for   him,    as   the 
Chief   of  a  Subordinacy,    to  affift  at  their  Confultations  during  his 
flay  at  the  Prefidency.     When  Mr.  Floyer  is  informed  of  the  Board's 
fentiments  on  this  occafion,  he  will.be  better  able  to  judge  whether  he 
fhall  confine  his  attention  chiefly  to  the  bufinefs   of  his  particular 
department,  or  divide  it  between  that  and  fuch  matters  as  may  come 
under  the  deliberation  of  this  Board.     Mr.  Floyer  further  informs  the 
Board,  that  as  the  queftion  now  before  them  appears  to  be  of  a  very 
important  nature,  and  has  already  much  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Right  Honourable  Prefident  and  the  other  members,  he  cannot  flat- 
ter- himfelf  with  the  vexpefiration  of  becoming  a  competent  judge  df  a 
matter,  upon  which  the  opinion  to  be  given  fhould,  he  thinks,  be»the 
refult  of  information  and  local  knowledge,  obtained  in  its  every  pro- 
greflive  ftage.   Thus  fituated,  he'wilhes  to  decline  giving  any  vote  on 
the  occafion,  and  informs  the  Board,  that  if  they  fliould.be  of  opinion 
his  voice  is  neceflary,  he  fliall  proceed  in -giving  it  with  the  utmoft 
diffidence  and  concern,  for  the  reafons  he  has  already  flated. 

Mr.  Floyer  not  having  been  prefent  at  the  difcuffion  of  this  fubjed, 
it   is  agreed  that  the. teconfideration  of  it  be  deferred  until  Tiurf- 
.  day  next. 

Mr.  Dalrymple  now  delivers  in  the  following  minute  on  the  fiib* 
je&  of  Mr.  Benfield's  claims  on  the  Tanjore  country. 

i„  JN  confidering  this  fubjedt  with  due  attention,  it  will  be  .ne- 
ceflary to  enter  into  a  minute  difcuflion  of  the  matter,  not  merely  ag 
relating  to  Mr.  Benfield's  claims,  .but  .as  it  concerns  the  Nabob  and 
.the  Tanjore  .country,  the  other  claims  :there  may  be  on  that  xouo~ 
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try,  the  orders  of  the  Company ',  as  well  as  the  refolutions  of  the  Board; 
beca^fe  confiftency  is  effential  to  the  dignity  of  Government. 

2*  The  Court  of  Dire&ors,  difapproving  the  conduft  of  the  Ad- 
minjftration  here,  in  difpoffeffing  the  Rajah,  and  giving  the  Tanjore 
country  to  the  Nabob,  in  their  feparate  letter  per  Grenville  (Par.  5, 
7,  14,  18)  diredt  that  the  King  of  Tanjore,  or  fome  other  perfon 
of  his  family,  if  he  fhali  not  be  living  at  the  time  of  our  receipt  of  tbefe 
orders  at  Fort  St.  George,  he  forthwith  placed  upon  the  throne  of  his 
anceftors  ;  declare  that  they  mean  no  diminution  of  his  authority 
over  his  fubje&s,  pofitively  forbid  any  of  the  Company's  fervants 
interfering  in  the  affairs  of  bis  Government  5  and  direft,  that  we  take 
efpedal  care  that  this  article  bepun&ually  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
pany ;  and  require  us  to  explain  to  the  Rajah,  that  it  is  by  no  means 
their  intention  to  impoverijh  or  diftrefs  Tanjore. 

3.  When  thefe  orders  did  arrive,  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs 
made  it  requifite  to  proceed  with  the  utmoft  caution  and  tendernefs. 
The  extreme  folicitude  of  our  Prefident  to  aft  in  concert  with  the 
Nabob,  made  him  in  fome  meafure  yield  to  the  delufive  promifes  and 
profeflions  from  Chepauk,  which  protracted  the  execution  of  the 
Company's  orders  for  fome  months.  In  the  latter  end  pf  February  I 
expreffed  my  fentiments  in  Council,  and  exonerated  myfelf  from  alt 
confequences  of  further  delay ;  being  convinced  that  the  view  was  to 
protraft  the  bufinefs  till  the  crops  were  gathered  in,  when  the  Rajah 
being  without  treafure,  and  the  country  without  grain,  he  would  be- 
come a  heavy  incumbrance  on  the  Company,  and  by  that  means  per. 
haps  give  an  opening  for  new  machinations. 

4.  Another  member  of  the  Board,  who  now  eXprcfics  his  aftonilh- 
ment  that  any  man  in  his  fenfes  could  ever  have  expefted  the  Nabob's 
confent,  at  that  time  objefted  to  precipitancy  ;  obferving,  that  a  month 
more  would  be  well  beftowed,  if  by  the  delay  the  Nabob's  confent 
would  have  been  obtained. 

Ff  f  5.  A 


field's  claims, 
with  extracts 
from  the  re- 
cords refpcft- 
iog  the  iater- 
courfe  of  indi- 
viduals with 
country 
powers. 
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5.  A  very  efiential  queftion  in  this  bufincfs  is,  when  the  Nabobs 
property  in  the  Tanjore  country  fhall  terminate. 

6.  It  is  very  obvious  the  Company  meant,  that  as  foon  as  their  orders* 
were  received  at  Fort  St.  George,  we  fhould  proceed  forthwith  to  reftore 
the  Rajah ;  and  therefore  this  feems  to  be  the  period,  at  which,  in  con- 
formity to  the  Company's  orders,  we  muft  confider  the  Nabob's  claim 
to  terminate.  Had  the  Nabob  afted  wifely  and  becomingly  to  the  Com- 
pany, he  would  have  given  his  aflent  inftantly  to  their  determination ; 
and  furely  it  would  be  very  incompatible  with  our  duty  to  the  Company 
to  confider  the  oppofition  be  has  made  to  their  pleafure,  as  a  motive  for 
our  aflen  ting  to  let  that  oppofition  be  profitable  to  him. 

7*  The  Court  of  Dire&ors  (rn  par.  19,  20,  21,  22)  afllgn  reafons 
why  they  cannot  admit  the  alienation  of  the  countries  made  over  to  the 
Nabob  by  the  Rajah  in  1771,  judging  that  he  had  been  amply    re- 
compenfed   for  his  expenfes  in  the  firft  expedition  ;    and   they  add, 
that  "  as  the  expedition  againft  Tanjore  in  1773  was  fhort,  being  urv- 
41  dertaken  in  Auguft,  and  concluded  in  September,  we  apprehend  the 
u  revenues  of  the  country  could    not  fuffer  great   diminution  by   that 
M  war ;  and  muft  fuppofe,  that  the  plunder  of  the  place,  and  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  revenues  for  more  than  two  years,  will  have  rendered   the- 
Nabob  a  very  confider  able  gainer,  after  defraying  all  charges  incurred 
ci  by  his  Excellency  in  the  faid  expedition."     The  Company  do  not  fayf. 
as  feems  to  have  been  understood,  that  the  Nabob  fhall  have  the  plunder 
of  Tanjore,  and  the   receipt  of  the  revenues  for  more  than  two  years  \ 
but  that  they  muft  fuppofe  the  plunder  and  the  receipt  of  the  revenues  for- 
more  than  two  years  will  have  rendered  the  Nabob  a  very  confiderable 
gainer,  after  defraying  all  the  charges  incurred  in  the  expedition  i.  and 
therefore  any  plea  he  may  urge  on  that  pretence,  for  delaying  the  pay- 
ment of  his  debts,  muft  not  be  admitted. 

8.  The  Nabob  having  got  pofleflion  of  Tanjore  in  September  1773, 
and  the  Grenville  not  arriving  till  December  1775,  he  was  in  receipt 
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of  the  revenues  for  more  than  two  years,  amounting,  by  the  Dobbeer's 
account,  to  about  40,00,000  of  Pagodas  j  and  if  the  Nabob  is  not  x 
confiderabk gainer y  let  him  lay  the  accounts  of  his  receipts  and  difburfe- 
ments  before  the  Board,  . 

9.  In  the  prefent  ftate  of  Tanjorje,  charging  it  with  the  payment  of 
even  fo  confiderable  a  fum  as  Mr.  Benfield's  claim,  would  impoverijh 
and  diftrefs  it  very  much,  which  is  contrary  to  the  exprefs  intentions  of 
the  Company,  at  the  fame  time,  although  Mr.  Benfield  is  the  only 
perfon  who  makes  this  public  application,  his  claims  are  but  a  fmall 
part  of  what  the  Nabob  has  charged  the  Tanjore  country  with,  the 
Dobbeer  having  informed  us  the  Nabob's  orders  are  equal  to  300,000- 
Pagodas. 

10.  Admitting  the  9th  of  December,  the  day  when  the  Company's 
orders  arrived  at  Fort  St.  George,  to  be  the  period  at  which  the 
Nabob's  poffeffion  ought  to  terminate,  all  the  revenues  of  Tanjore,  arifing 
after  that  time,  appertain  to  the  Rajah ;  but  the  Rajah's  claim  does 
not  extend  to  old  grain,  which  had  been  received  by  the  Nabob  as 
part  of  the  Nabobs  revenue  of  the  former  year,  and  fold  to  individuals. 

*i.  It  has  been  urged,  that  the  Nabob  is  entitled  to  the  prefent  crop,. 
irom  having  advanced  money  to  the  inhabitants  for  cultivation ;  but 
the  Nabob  could  not  be  entitled  to  the  crop  on  that  account,  be- 
eaufe  the  only  advances  that  appear  to  have  been  made  by  the  Circar  to- 
the  inhabitants,  was  not  made  at  the  expenfe  of  the  Circar,  but  bonds 
taken  from  the  inhabitants  to  be  difcharged  out  of  their  cwnfhares  of 
this  year's  crop-,  and  thefe  bonds  make  a  diltinft  claim  of  Mr.  Benfield's. 

1 2„  It  is  now  to  be  confidered  what  have  been  the  refolutions  of  the 
Board  on  the  Tanjore  bufinefs,  and  how  far  the  Prefident  has  afted 
conformable  to  thofe  refolutions. 

13.  On  the  25th  March  the  Prefident  gave  in  a  minute,  that  there 
was  no  likelihood  of  the  Nabob's  giving  his  confent  "to  our  carrying  into 

execution 
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"execution  the  Company's  orders  with  refpeft  to  Tanjore;  and  the 
<c  ftate  of  the  crops  in  that  country  not  admitting  of  any  furl ber  delays, 
<c  he  would,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Board,  fet  out  for  Tanjore,  to 
c<  carry  the  orders  of  the  Company  into  effeft,  by  placing  the  Rajah  in 
"  the  full  poffffxon  and  management  of  the  country."  Whereupon  the  Pre- 
fident  moved  the  following  queftion :  "  Whether  it  vtzsproper  and  necejfary 
"  for  him  to  go  to  Tanjore,  for  the  reafons  fet  forth  in  his  minute". 
Agreed  unanimoufly  in  the  affirmative. 

14.  The  Board  agreed  unanimoufly ',  that  it  was  proper  and  neceflary, 
for  the  reafons  fet  forth  in  the  Prefidenfs  minute^  that  he  ihould  proceed 
to  Tanjore,  to  carry  into  execution  the  orders  of  the  Company,  by 
placing  the  Rajah  in  full  poffeffion  and  management  of  the  country. 
The  chief  vceSon  in  that  minute  was,  the  ftate  of  the  crops,  which,  it  is 
now  alledged,  were  always  underftood  to  be  the  Nabob's. 

1 5.  The  Board  determined  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper,  command- 
ing at  Tanjore,  fhould  be  put  under  his  Lord  (hip's  orders.  The  Board 
agreed  unanimoufly,  that  his  Lordfliip  Ihould  take  fuch  a  guard  as  he 
thought  neceflary,  which,  by  the  military  regulations,  are  under  his 
orders.  It  was  underftood,  that  Captain  Mackenzie's  battalion  of  Sea- 
poys,  which  was  to  join  his  Lordfliip  on  the  road,  was  meant  to  come 
under  this  defignation.  The  refolutioh  indeed  of  the  Board,  concern- 
ing this  battalion,  was  unanimouJ7y9  that  it  fhould  be  fent  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  the  better  to  enable  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  to  colled  his  revenues  ; 
although  fome  members  now  think  the  Rajah  could  have  no  revenues  to 
colled. 

16.  On  the  1 1  th  of  April,  the  Rajah  was  reftored,  and  Lord  Pigot 
iflfued  a  public  order,  cc  Requiring  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  and 
cc  allperfons  under  the  prote&ion  of  the  Company,  to  confider  the  Ra- 
cc  i.ah  of  Tanjore  as  again  reftored  to  the  Government  of  his  country, 
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*  in  the  fall  extent  of  that  government,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty 
iC  in  176a,  and  to  give  him  all  proper  aid  and  afliftance." 

17.  The  Rajah  being  reftored  to  his  government,  applied  to  Lord 
Pigot  for  troops  to  protect  his  officers,  and  accordingly  Lord  Pigot 
ordered  Captain  Mackenzie's  battalion  to  proceed  with  the  Rajah's 
managers  to  protect  the  officers  of  revenue.  The  refolution  of  the 
Board  of  29th  May,  unanimoufly  confirms  the  propriety  of  the  orders 
l  then  given;  and  although  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  denies  the  conformity 

of  thefe  orders  to  the  refolution  of  the  125th  of  March,  he  thinks  if 
thefe  orders  to  Captain  Mackenzie  had  pafied  through  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Harper,  they  would  have  been  conformable.  This  is  a  piece  of 
etiquette  not  worth  contefting. 

18.  The  Rajah,  in  his  letter  of  iath  April,  1776,  fays,  S€  As 
my  finances  are  in  utter  diibrder,  and  the  ftate  of  my  country  all  in 
confufion,  I  muft  throw  myfelf  upon  the  Company  for  my  prefent 
"  fupport ;  I  therefore  wiih  them  to  buy  of  me  at  a  reafbnable  rate  all 
"  the  grain  of  the  prefent  year>  excepting  what  my  country  may  be  in 
"  need  of;  by  this  means  the  Company  will  not  be  burthened,  and  I 
"  fhall  be  enabled  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  my  government  without 
"  running  into  debt/' 


rf 


19.  The  Board  agreed  to  purchafe  this  grain  j  although  I  was  not 
prefent,  I  very  heartily  concur  in  the  propriety  of  the  meafure;  and  the 
members  of  the  Board,  who  excepted  to  the  grain  mortgaged  by  the  Nabob  to 
Individuals^  whilft  he  had  the  Government  of  the  Tanjore  country, 
acquiefce  in  the  propriety  of  purchafing  all  other  grain  from  the  Rajah, 
although  now  it  is  denied  he  could  have  any  grain  to  difpofe  of. 

20.  On  the  24th  of  April  a  letter  from  Mr.  Benfield,  dated 
22d,  was  read  at  the  Board,  containing  a  letter  he  wrote  to  Lord  Pigot 
jar  Tanjore  13th  April,  reprefenting  his  claims  on  the  Tanjore  country, 

Cgg  and 
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and  cxprefling  his  confidence  that  his  I^dfio'i^s  jqftke  ^QiildjMP'to- 
him  the  recovoy  of  his  money,  when  the  people  in  authority  ftoBi  the 
Nabob  were  removed  from  their  ftations  in  the  feveral  diftri&s :  to 
this  letter  Lord  Pigot  replied,  that,  "  Being  authorized  <jnljr  to  carry 
into  execution  the  orders  of  theCourt  of  Diredtors  for  reftoring  the 
Rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  being  by  thofe  orders  commanded  to  allure 
the  Rajah,  in  the  Company's  name,  that  they  will  feverely  punilh 
every  military  officer  or  Company's  fervant,  who  fhall  in  any  re- 
fpe£t  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  his  government,  &c.  He  was  unable, 
without  the  aid  and  afliftance  of  his  Council  to  fay  more  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Benfield's  Letter,  than  that  he  would,  on  his  return  to  Madras, 
lay  the  fame  before  them." 
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Mr.  Benfield  faid  in  reply,  "  He  could  not  conceive  that  fetting 
forth  his  jujl  claims  on  the  Tanjore  country  can  be  confidered  in  any 
refpeSt  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the  Rajah's  government,  or  that 
it  could  be  the  intention  of  the  Court  of  Dire&ors,  that  by  the  exe- 
cution of  their  orders  he  fhould  be  deprived  of  his  right;  that  the  mode 
propofed  will  caufe  delay,  and  would  be  hurtful  to  hisaffairs,  fhould 
the  revenues  affignedto  him  be  otherwife  applied  than  paid  to  his  fer- 
u  vants,  who  are  in  the  different  countries  to  receive  them." 

Thefe  letters  he  laid  before  the  Board,  in  full  confidence  that  thejr 
would  afford  all  reafonable  afliftance  to  fecure  to  him  the  recovery  of  his 
property^  whil ft  Lord  Pigot,  under  their  commijfion,  remained  in  authority 
over  thofe  countries.  This  expreffion,  as  well  as  a  miftake  made  in  his 
firft  letter  to  Lord  Pigot,  that  his  Lordfhip  had  directed  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Tanjore  countries  to  obey  the  Rajah  as  their  Prince,  feems  to 
indicate  that  he  apprehended  Lord  Pigot  was  invejled  with  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Tanjore  country,  which  was  not  the  cafe;  nor  did  his  Lord- 
fhip dire  El  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  to  obey  the  Rajah,  but  only  re- 
quired the  fervants  of  the  Company*  and  others  living  under  their 
protection,  to  confider  the  Rajah  as  reftored  to  his  government,  and  to 
give  him  all  proper  aid  and  afliftance. 

21.     The 
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2 1 .  The  Board  determined  to  poftpone  the  confideration  of  Mr. 
Benfield's  letter  till  Lord  Pigot's  return,  which  happened  on  the  5th 
of  May,  fince  when  many  other  letters  from  him  have  been  given  in 
upon  the  fame  fubje&. 

12.  Before  Mr.  Bcnficld's  claims  are  confidered,  it  will  be  proper  to 
attend  to  one  circumftance,  repeated  in  feveral  of  his  letters,  that  his  pro- 
perty wis  jeized  by  the  Company' *s  Stapoys;  imagining  that  this  was  only 
an  inaccuracy  of  expreffion,  I  took  notice  of  it  at  the  Board,  and  recom- 
mended that  a  friend  of  his  fhonld  mention  it  to  him,  that  it  might  be 
altered.  That  friend,  in  confultation  29th,  reported  that  Mr.  Benfield 
faid  it  was  not  a  miftake,  but  that  the  Company's  officers  had  feized 
his  property  and  avowed  .the  adt.  to  himfelf;  and  in  his  letter  of  the 
29th,  he  exprefics  himfelf  ftronger  than  in  any  of  his  former  letters,, 
and  fays,  I  complain  to  you  of  the  injuries  1  have  fujiained from  the  mea- 
fares  and  conduct  of  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  while  afting 
under  your  commiffion,  in  caufing  the  grain  that  had  been  depofited 
with  me  to  be  feized  by  the  Company9 s  Seapoys,  and  in  depriving  me  of  the 
means  further  to  colleft  the  revenues" 

« 

Upon  this,  the  refolution  cf  the  Board  25th  March,  and  the  orders- 
given  by  Lord  Pigot  to  Captain  Mackenzie  13th  April,  were  called  for 
and  read.  And  there  being  not  the  leaft  authority,  in  the  orders  given 
by  his  Lordfhip,  to  do  more  than  to  prote ft  the  Rajah's  officers  in  the 
colleftion  of  the  revenues.  It  was  refolved  to  communicate  a  copy  of 
thefe  orders  to  Mr.  Benfield,  and  to  call  upon  him  for  a  particular 
charge  againft  any  perfon  who  may  have  tranfgreffed,  and  that  the  ne- 
ceffary  enquiry  will  be  then  made. 

23*  No  authority  having  ever  been  given  by  this  Board,,  or  by  Lord 
Pigot,  when  at  Tanjore,  tofeize  property  of  any  kind  belonging  to  indivi- 
duals, I  cannot  think  either  his  Lordlhip  or  this  Board,  in  the  fmalleft 

degree^. 
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degree,  reprehenfible  for  any  improprieties  which  may  have  been  com- 
mitted, the  perfons  who  have  committed  them  being  alone  rejponfible. 

24.  Sir  Robert  Fletcher's  diflent  places  this  matter  in  a  new  light;  it 
makes  aae  doubtful  whether  we  can  with  propriety  ufe  our  influence, 
even  in  thofe  private  claims,  which  on  a  full  explanation  might  be 
thought  juft ;  for  he  fays,  ci  By  a  late  decifion  in  our  high  Courts  ofjuf- 
44  tice  at  home,  the  Armenians  have  recovered  damages  of  Mr.  Vereift, 
"  for  the  lofs  of  property  they  fuftained  by  bit  influence  in  Sujah-ul- 
t€  Dowla's  country." 

25.  I  fhall  never  be  apprehenfive  of  executing  in  the  public  caufe, 
all  the  authority  with  which  I  am  inverted ;  but  fince  ufing  any  influence 
concerning  the  property  of  individuals  is  deemed  illegal,  I  cannot  fee 
with  what  propriety  the  individual  can  requeft  that  influence  to  be  ufed, 
especially  as,  according  to  this  doflrine,  the  Prefident,  who  is  the  often- 
fible  perfon,  is  thereby  expofed  to  profecutions,  not  only  from  all  other 
Tunkawdars,  but  from  the  multitude  of  natives,  whofe  interefts  might  be 
affetted  by  this  exertion  of  our  influence,  and  whom  malevolence  or  re- 
fentment  might  induce  fome  to  fupport  in  their  profecutions.  I  will 
never  join  in  a  bond  of  indemnity  to  our  Prefident  on  this  account,  and 
without  it  I  cannot  fee  how  any  man  can  afk  him  to  put  his  name 
to  an  application  of  this  nature,  which  may  cxpofe  him  to  a  legal 
pjofecution. 

26.  Mr.  Benfield's  Claims. 

1 .  A  mortgage  or  aflignment  from  the  Nabob  of  the  Subah  of  Man- 
nargoody,  November  1775,  till  payment  of  the  amount  of  money  lent 
to  the  Nabob  on  bonds,  from  7th  February  to  17th  November  1775, 
amounting  to  3,69,0,96  Pagodas,  being  according  to  the  Nabob's  certi- 
ficate, for  money  paid  by  Mr.  Benfield  to  the  Company  011  his  ac- 
count for  prize  money,  repairing  Tanjore  fort,  troops  at  Tafijore,  and 
fundry  other  purpofes. 

2.      An 
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2.  An  order  of  the  Nabob  for  payment  of  20,000  Pagodas  in  Pan- 
pqnafum,  paid  by  Mr*  Bcnfield  to  Nazib  Cawn  at  Tanjore,  for  the  Na- 
bob's troops,  in  January  1775.  Another  order  on  Putta  Cotah  for  1 5,000 
Pagodas,  on  account. of  the  fervice  of  the  fort  in  1774. 

27.  Thefe  claims,  for  which  orders  and  alignments  were  given  on 
the  Tanjore  country,  are  debts  due  from  the  Nabob ;  and  if  that  &ode  <f 
payment  is  ineffeftual  to  his  creditors,  it  is  to  bimy  and  not  to  us,  thofe 
creditors  {hould  recur. 


1 

3.  Claim  on  the  inhabitants  for.  advances  made  through  the  Circar, 
amounting  to  120,659  Pagodas,  for  which  he  has  the  bond  of  Ameer  ul 
:Omrah,  as  Naib  or  Manager  of  the  Tanjore  country  at  the  time ;  the 
-  inhabitants  bonds  to  the  Circar,  payable  from  the  inhabitants  jhares  of  the 
prefent  crop,  according  to  the  eujlom  of  the  country y  which  bonds  were  de- 
.livered  to  him,  are  npt  at  Madras,  but  he  concludes  they  are  depojited 
either  in  the  Cutcberry,  or  in  the  hands  of  his  people  to  the  foujbward. 

08.    Concerning  this  third  claim  I  muft  take  notice,  that  I  was  in- 
formed at  Tanjore,  that  Comera  (who,  I  believe,  was  Mr.  Benfield's 
Dubafh,  apd  who  1  am  allured  is  the  black  man  to  the  fbuthward  with 
[whom  he  had fome  mercantile  concerns  ;  vide  letter  jd  Sept.  1773)  had  a 
large  quantity  of-  Paddy,  which  he  did  not  know  how  to  get  rid  of ; 
that  he  applied  to  the  Ameer  to  force  \t  on. the  country  people,  and 
make  them  accountable  to  the  Circar;  that  accordingly  the  Ameer 
made  the  country  people  take  it  at  an  exorbitant  rate.  .  The  Dobbeer's 
memorandum  before  us  fays,  "  Advances  of  grain  for  feedt  and  other  pur- 
<c  pofes  were  made- to  the  inhabitants  by  the  Circar  at  the  rate  0/7  gold 
"  fanams  per  cullum*  and  they  were  to  account,  for  it  aE  the  rate  of 
u  two  and  half  gold  fanams  j"  a  moft  exorbitant  rate  of  ufury  in  my  opi- 
nion. I  do  not  pretend  to  fay  that  either  of  thefe  circumftances  relates 
to  Mr.  BenfiekTs  claim. of  1 20,000 Pagodas,  but  I  think  it  behoves 
this  Board  to  be  very  well  aflured  that  they  do  not.     I  mull  add,  that,a 
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friend  of  mine  afllired  me,  that  the  Ameer  told  him  Mr.  Benfield  had 
a  great  deal  of  Paddy  he  did  not  know  what  to  do  with,  and  that  he,  the 
Ameer,  had  helped  him.  A  man  in  this  country,  whofe  concerns  are 
extenfive,-is  much  expofed  to  be  abufed  by  hh  fervants;  and  the  circunl- 
fiances  of  the  bill  referred  to  in  the  Company's  general  letter,  which 
are  pofitively  affirmed,  and  which  I  ftall  hereafter  Explain,  are 
firong  pro  06  that  Comera  was  capable  of  any  thing. 

4.  Property  in  grain,  and  claims  on  many  inhabitants  of  the  Tan- 
jore  country,  independent  of  his  concerns  with  the  Circar,  amounting 
together  to  about  60,000  Pagodas. 

• 
2,9.  In  one  letter,  SihM*y,hefoyt9ihcgrafooflaJtyear  was  received  from 

the  Nabob  on  account  of  former  loans;  in  that  of  20th  May  he  fays,  inde- 
pendent of  his  claims  on  account  of  the  Circar*  The  grain -in  feveral 
parts  of  the  country  was  what  he  put chafed*  the  produce  of  a  former  year* 

30.  In  letter  28th  he  fays,  the  grain  purchafed  of  former  years9  crop, 
remaining  in  feveral  parts  of  the  Tanjore  country,  was  in  quantity 
224044  Cullums,  which  hath  been  feized;  and  in  that  of  the  29th  he 
aiks  a  letter  to  the  Rajah,  to  caufe  the  grain  that  was  bis  property,  and  in 
pojfefficn  of  bis  people^  the  produce  of  the  lafiyear  (not  of  the  prefeut  crop) 
to  be  immediately  reftored,  in  quantify  2,24,044  Cullums. 

31.  I  muft  ftill  think,  before  we  can  form  any  opinion  of  the  juftice 
and  propriety  of  his  claims,  we  ought  to  know  diftinAly  whether  it  is 
grain  pur  chafe d>  or  received  in  payment  from  the  Circar ;  and  we  ought 
alio  to  know  circumftantially  when,  where,  and  by  whom  feizecL 

32.  He  fays  there  was,  according  to  the  nearefi  eftimate*  about  80,000 
Cullums  of  grain  mortgaged  and  delivered  to  him  on  account  of  the  debts 
from  many  of  the  inhabitants,  which  debts  amounted  to  60,000 
Chuckrams*  The  nature  of  thefe  debts  feem  to  me  not  fufficientljr 
explained* 

33-    * 
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33.  I  am  how  to  examine  how  far  thefe  tranfa&ions  aro^confonant  to 
the  (landing  Orders  of  the  Company.  Mr.  Benfield's  letter  of  the  3d 
September,  1773*  in  my  opinion,  clearly  explains  that  he  thought  fuch 
tranfa&ions  were  contrary  to  the  Company's  orders  ;  for  in  the  letter 

he  fays,  u  The  inftant  I  was  advifed  of  the  matter  I  rejected  it  altoge- 
"  ther,  knowing  it  my  ctaty  to  do  fo,  as  afervant  obediaat  to  the  orders 
u  of  the  Honourable  Company ;"  and  the  general  letter  per  Grenville, 
referring  to  this  very  letter,  fays,  °  And  though  Mr.  Benfield,  as 
ff  zfervant  of  the  Company,  very  properly  declined  tranfaShg  this  bufinefs;" 
which  feems  clearly  to  confirm  thefe  orders,  nor  do  I  think  Mr.  Ben- 
field  having  been  concerned  in  the  payment  of bills  of  exchange,  either  to  the 
Dutch  or  the  Company,  without  reproof*  can  be  conftrued  as  a  revocation 
of  thofe  orders. 

« 

34.  The  undigefted  ftate  in  which  the  Handing  orders  are,  and  of 
which  I  have  repeatedly  complained,  makes  it  very  difficult  to  know 
what  the  Company's  orders  are  on  any  fubjeft j  but  having  got  a  few 
days  delay,  I  have  taken  fome  pains  to  trace  them,  and  fhall  there- 
fore endeavour  to  fhew  clearly  what  I  have  found  on  this  head* 

The  Company,  in  thiSfirfefarate  letter,  17th  March,  1767. 

Par#  1 5* H  We  cannot  fuffer  confiderations  of  private  property  to  influx ' 
enceour  political  tranfa&ions,  nor  our  Governor  and  Council,  armed  with 
the  authority  of  the  Company,  to  employ  it  to  private  purpofes. 
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Seleft  Committee's  letter  to  England,  31ft  of  January,  1770,  p.  38  • 
advifing  the  Company  of  their  proceedings  concerning  the  Nabob's 
creditors,  and  of  the  r  tpubluation  of  a  (tending  order  of  the  year  1714, 
prohibiting  all  the  Company's  fervants  from  having  any  mopey  tranf- 
a&ions  with  the  Country  Government,  which  has  given  occafion  ta 
the  creditors  to  tax  us  with  reviving  obfokte  orders  to  ferve  a  prefent 
purpofej  which  that  order  could  not  have  in  view  at  the  time  it  wa* 

-  mede. 
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made.  We  arc  of  opinion,  that  whether  fuch  an  order  had  ex i /led  or 
not,  as  your  reprefentatives,  we  had  a  right  to  publifh  fuch  a  prohibition, 
if  we  found  it  necefiary  for  the  fafety  pf  the  Company's  affairs.  But  it  is  not 
fadt  that  the  order  was  obfoletc ;  the  prccife  date  and  words  of  it  might  be 
unknown  in  the  Settlement ;  but  it  has  ever  been  underftood,  by  all  rcliding 
under  your  proteftion,  as  a  rulp  of  your  f<U|rice,  that  all  tranfa&ions 
.with  the  Country  Governments  were  to  pafs  through  your  Prefideor, 
and  him  only.  It  is  true  that  of  late  years  the  non-obfervance  of  this 
order  has  been  connived  at,  as  is  evident  by  the  loans  of  money  th?t 
have  been  made  to  him  by  individuals ;  but  we  fee  not  why  that  fliould 
preclude  you,  or  us,  as  your  reprefentatives,  from  enforcing  that  order, 
or  making  a  pew  one,  if  the  cafe  required. 

Par.  39-We  fliall  clofe  this  difagreeable  fubjeft  by expreffing  our  conn- 
dent  hope,  that  lhould  any  aftions  or  fuks  at  law  be  commenced  againft 
us,  or  Mefirs.  Call,  Bourchier,  and  Macjcay,  the  late  trufiees,  your  Hp- 
noucs  will  fupport  and  defend  us  and  them  at  the  Company's  charge ; 

fince  fuch  fuits  can  have  no  foundation,  but  for  tranfa&ions  in  conie- 
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quence  of  your  orders,  and  the  ^lifcharge  of  our  duty." 

In  reply,  the  Court  ofDire&ors,  under  date  30th  November,  1770, 
fay, 

Par.  .6.  u  We  h^ve  given  due  attention  to  your  conduit  in  refpedt  .jo 
the 'Nabobs  debts  to  individuals,  and  we  have  the  fatisftflion  to  fiyd 
that  your  prudence  *xA  firmnefs^  fupported  by  our  Council  at  Fort  St. 
George,  (of  which  Mefirs.  Stratton,  Brooke,  and  Mackay,  were  con- 
curring Members)  have  rendered  our  orders  of  17th  tyarch,  176c?,  in 
a  great  degree  effectual,  witfaoyt  ufing  compulfion  to  any  perjpn 
whatfoever." 

8.     "  We  *re  here  led  to  remark,  that  while  the  private  creditors 

were  employing  every  effort  of  oppofnion  and  intrigue  to  thwart  y  our  pro- 

3  ceedings 
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eatings  in  fupport  of  our  indubitable  rights,  we  were  indulging  our  fa- 
vourable difpofition  towards  them." 

9.  Latter  part.  "  As  we  are  unwilling  to  withdraw  that  favour 
which  fo  many  have  forfeited  by  their  prettnfions  to  independent  rights* 
and  that  we  may  not  involve  thofe  who  have  fubmitted  their  claims  to 
the  Company's  protection  in  the  puni/hment  which  is  due  to  the  refraSory, 
we  hereby  renew  our  offer  of  accommodation  with  the  creditors,  with- 
out requiring  them  to  refund  any  part  of  the  fums  they  may  have  already 
received,  and  we  hope  to  convince  them  by  this  inftance  of  our  moderation 
and  felf denial  in  relpedt  to  our  own  rights,  how  fecurely  they  might 
have  relied  on  the  generosity  as  well  as  juftice  of  the  Company. 

15.  "  As  we  have  expreffed  our  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  our 
feleft  Committee  in  their  late  tran&Aions  with  the  Nabob  and  his  pri- 
vate creditors,  refpefting  his  debts  to  them  and  the  Company,  it  is  «»- 
nrceffary  for  us  to  afore  our  feWants  ef  ourprotctKon  w  all  points  wherein 
they  (hall  have  a&ed  for  the  intertfts  and  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of 
tJxe  Company.* 

Confutation,  6th  November,  1 769. 

In  order  to  prevent  all  perfons  living  under  the  Company's  protec- 
tion from  having  any  correfpondence  or  dealings  wkh  any  of  the 
country  powers  or  their  minifters,  without  the  knowledge  and  confeat 
of  the  Board  ;  the  following  advertifement  is  ordered  to  be  made  public, 
by  affixing  it  up  at  the  fea-gate,  and  fending  a  copy  round  to  the  Com- 
pany's ferv^nts  and  inhabitants,  and  by  giving  it  out  in  general  orders; 
it  is  alio  ordesed  to  be  feat  to  the  different  fubordinances  and  feveral  out 
garriibns." 
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Names  of  the  Gentlemen  prefent. 

Charles  Bourchier,  Efquire,  Governor,  Prefident 

Jofias  Du  Pre  Warren  Haftings 

John  Call  Alexander  Wynch 

Samuel  Ardley  George  Stratton 

James  Bourchier  Henry  Brooke 

John  Whitehill  George  Mackay 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

WHEREAS  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company  did  in  the  year  17 14  eftablilh  as  a  (landing  irrevocable  order, 
never  to  be  broken  on  any  occafion,  that  none  of  their  people  fhall  have 
any  dealings  with  the  Country  Governments  in  money  matters  •, 

And  whereas,  notwithftanding  the  faid  order,  many  tranfa&ions  of 
that  kind  have,  of  late  years,  been  fuffened  to  pafs  unreproved  5 

And  whereas  the  Honourable  Court  of  Dircftors  in  their  orders  to 
their  Prefident  and  Council  on  this  coaft,  dated  the  17th  May,  1776, 
fpeaking  of  the  great  fums  of  money,  which  they  underftood  to  have  been 
lent  by  their  fervants,  and  others  refiding  under  their  jurifdi&ion,  to  the 
Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  at  a  very  high  intereft,  did  order  and  direct,  that 
from  the  receipt  of  the  faid  orders,  the  rate  of  intereft  to  be  taken  and 
received  for  loans  of  money  Ihould  not  exceed  10  per  cent,  per  annum  j 
-  but  did  not  therein  exprefsly  repeat  their  prohibition  of  making  loans, 
or  having  money  tranfadtions  with  the  Country  Governments,  whence 
fome  doubts  have  arifen,  whether  revocation  of  the  above  recited  order  of 
1 7 14,  be  not  implied,  and  a  permiffion  tacitly  given  to  make  loans,  and 
have  other  money  tranfadtions  with  the  Country  Government s ;  that  all 
doubts  on  this  fubjed  may  be  effectually  removed,  the  Prefident  and 
Council  do  hereby  declare,  that  they  do  confidcr  the  faid  (landing  order 
of  the  year  17 14,  as  unrevoked,  and  being  in  full  force  and  vigour  j  and 

in 
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ifr  corifequence  thereof,  they  do  hereby  exprefsly  forbid  all  fervants  of  the 
Comtany,  either  civil  or  military,  and  all  other  Europeans  redding  under 
their  jurHcli&ioii,  to  hold  any  manner  of  correfpondence,  to  make  loans, 
or  to  have  any  money  tranfa&ions,  of  what  kind  foever  the  fame  may 
be,  dirc&ly  tor  indire&ly,  with  any  of  the  Princes,  Rulers,  or  Governors 
of  any  of  the  Provinces  or  States  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  or  with  any  of 
their  Minifters  or  Agents,  without  the  efpecial  licence  and  permiffion  of 
the  Prefident  and  Council  for  the  time  being ; 

Except  only  in  fuch  cafes  as  are  explained  in  the  refolution  of  the 
Prefident  and  jCpuncil,  in  Confutation,  of  the  27th  of  March,  1769  j 
which  refolution  is  in  the  following^ords  -, 

c<  It  is  ordered,  that  all  correfpondence  and  tranfadtions  with  the  country 
powers,  their  minifters,  Qr  others  iptrufted  ^rith  any  department  of  Go- 
vernment or  Revenue,  be  referv^d  as  formerly  to  the  Prefident  only  at  the 
Prefidency,  and  to  the  Chiefs  of  Subordinates,  touching  the  affairs  of  their 
refpe&ive  Chiefships,  who  are  to  tranfmit  copies  of  fuch  correfpondence 
to  the  Prefident,  excepting  out  of  this  general  Prohibition,  fuch  cafes 
wherein  any  of  the  Company's  fervapts  may  be  charged  with  public 
affairs,  requiring  f  ch  correfpondence  y  and  excepting,  alfo  all  military 
officers  on  compiand,  who  are  permitted  to  correfpond  touching  the 
affairs  of  fuch1  command  only  •,  provided,  that  in  both  cafes,  copies  of 
fuch  correfpondence  be  tranfmitted  by  the  firft  convenient  opportunity  to 
the  Prefident  and  Council^  Qr.  to  the  Chief  and  Council,  under  whom 
fuch  fervant,  civil  or  military,  fhall  aft  at  the  time ;" 

*  '  k  • 

RESOLVED,  that  arty   wilful  deviation  herefrom  be  deemed  and 

conftrued  as  a  breach  of  orders,,  and  treated  as  fuch. 

•  ,  .  •  •  1 

The  Court  of  Dire&ors,  under  Date  2 2d  of  March,  1771. 

Par.  ad.  "  It  is  by  no  means  our  intention,  that  the  fame  truftees  (for 
€t  Nabob's  private  creditors)  or  any  other  Ferfons  whatever,  our  Prefident 
**  excepted,  ftiall  be  at  liberty  to  correfpond  with  the  Nabob  on  the  above 

"  fubje&s, 
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"  fubje&$>  as  they  have  heretofore  frefumed  to  do ;  bat  that  all  commva*- 
"cation  between  the  Nabob  and  the  laid  creditors  be  through  the 
"  channel  of  our  Governor  and  Council,  or  our  Sdeft  Committee  for 
"  the  th»e  being." 

•  * 

And  in  their  letter,  ioth  of  April,  1771 ; 

1 4.  <c  WE  do  hereby  direft,  thatrno  officer,  or  other  perfon  in  our  fervice 
"  whatever,  do  prefume  to  lend,  or  by  any  means  to  advance  money  to 
€€  any  of  the  Nabob's  people  in  the  country,  where  any  fuch  officer  or 
perfc*ns  may  happen  to  be ;  for  we  have  reafon  to  believe  from  fuch 
praftice  great  evils  have  arHen.  The  officer  can  on  the  fpot,  in  the 
time  of  harveft,  fecure  his  own  property  before  the  Aumildar  can 
*c  poffiWy  take  care  of  the  revenue ;  and  the  high  intereft  paid  by  the  land* 
u  holder  is  a  great  temptation  to  the  eommanding^officer  to  engage  him  to 
**  lend  money  on  the  produce  of  fuch  lands  as  lie  within  the  reach  of  his 
u  guns,  or  limits  of  his  command.  This  being,  we  believe,  the  prin- 
u  cipal  fource  of  difputes  between  us  and  the  Nabpb  on  this  fubjeft,  we 
u  are  determined  effectually  to  crufh  the  evil  j  and  do  therefore  dire£ty  that 
you  carry  thefc  our  orders  into  effectual  execution ,  and  difmifs  every 
'  perfon  from  our  fervice  who  may  prefume  to  aft  contrary  to  our 
pleafure  hereby  ftgnified  unto  you."     25th  March,  1772,  par.  64. 


4< 
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Nothing  can  be  more  direftly  in  point  than  the  fentiments  of  the 
Court  of  Dire&ors,  given  with  the  advice  of  the  ableft  Lawyers  in 
England,  on  the  application  of  the  creditors  of  Mr.  William  Bolts,  late 
of  Calcutta,  in  Bengal,  who  was  fuddenly  feized>  and  fent  to  England 
by  the  authority  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  defiring  direftions  to  give 
every  neceffary  and  proper  afliftance  to  Mr.  Bolts's  agent,  for  the  fe- 

14th  Feb.         fecuring,    collefting,    and  remitting  to  England,    of   his   outjtanding 

x77°*  concerns. 


Oo 
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On  a  fubfequent  application  from  the  creditors,  they  mentioned,  that 
Mr.  Bolts's  agents  in  Calcutta  had  applied  to  the  Prefident  and  Council, 
requeuing  their  affiftance  in  the  recovery  of  the  debts  outftanding,  which, 
without  fucb  affiftance^  could  not  be  recovered. 

m 

To  which  the  Prefident  and  Council  did  reply,  16th  Jan.  1770,  that 
the  Prefident  would  apply  to  the  Minijttrs  for  a  perwannah  to  the  Foug- 
dar  of  Salfett,  but  refufing  their  afliftance  towards  the  recovery  of  the 
outftanding  debts,  which  had  arifen  on  the  fait  concerns :  u  As  the 
<c  Honourable  the  Prefident  and  Council  have  every  reafon  to  imagine 
(<  that  the  reft  of  the  demands  Mr.  Bolts  hath  made  on  account  of 
c*  contracts  made  for  fait,  which  is  a  direEt  and  manifeft  breach  of  the 
<c  Company's  exprefs  orders,  publickly  ijfued  by  advertisement,  they  can 
<fc  never  imagine  the  Company  meant,  when  they  gave  diredtions  to 
iC  afford  cfFe&ual  afliftance  in  colletfting  in  Mr.  Bolts's  outftanding  con- 
'«  cerns,  that  the  Board  lhouki  aflift  in  collecting  unlawful  concerns,  or 
<*  that  the  Company  could  conceive  Mr.  Bolts's  demands  were  of  fuch 
«*  a  nature ;  nor  doth  the  Honourable  Prefident  and  Council  think  it  in 
**  in  their  power  to  afford  Mr.  Bolts  any  afliftance  in  the  recovery  of 
%€  balances  incurred  by  an  illicit  trade  j  publickly  prohibited  by  the 
4«  Company." 


24th  March* 

1773- 

z  ith  January, 

17  7<>. 


The  creditors  proceed  to  obferve,  that  whatever  queftions  may  be 
agitated  between  Mr.  Bolts  and  the  Company,  whether  the  fait  trade, 
on  which  thofe  very  balances  have  arifen  was  legal  or  illegal,  fuch 
debts  as  are  outftanding  thereupon,  being  jufily  due  from  the  contraftors 
to  his  eftate,  lhould  have  been  recovered,  whether  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
petitioning  creditors,  or  the  benefit  of  fuch  perfons  as  might  have  a  right 
to  damages  upon  a  profecution  for  the  penalties  of  fuch  traffic,  if 
illegal  •,  fince  it  tannot  be  alledged,  that  it  was  in  any  degree  malum  in  ft: 
and  therefore  the  money  ought  not  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  thofe  perfons, 
who,  on  no  ground  whatever,  Gould  have  a  right  to  the  fums  in  queftion. 


Kkk 
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To  this  the  Court  of  Directors,  by  their  Secretary,  replied,  the  6th 
#f  April  1773,  "  That  they  are  ftill  of  opinion  the  Prefident  and' 
*•  Gojncil  are  not  only  excufable^  bat  commendal >>,  in  the  diftindtion 
"  they  make  in  the  orders  fent  out  to  them  touching  the  outltanding 
"  concerns  f  Mr*  Bolts-,  for  the  Court  of  Direftors  cannot  bu,  enter- 
*'  tain  the  fame  idea  with  them,  of  the  1/ety  great  impropriety  of  ajfifiing 
44  any  inlolvcnt  man,  or  the  creditors  cf  any  infolvent  man,  to  collet  in 
"  debts  contract '  in  an  illicit  trade!*  This  being  their  fenfe  of  the 
matter,  and  confirmed  by  fome  of  the  ableft  lawyers  this  c  untry  ever 
produced,  the  Court  of  Directors  find  themfelves  precluded  from  taking 
the  part  defired,  until  they  are  fatisfied  thefe  outftanding  debts  <Jue  to 
Mr.  Bolts  were  contracted  in  a  legal  and  warrantable  commerce,  before 
he  quitted  the  Company's  fcrvice. 

33d  April,  ^a  a  change  of  Direction,   the  creditors  renewed  their  application  ; 

*773*  to  which  the  Court  of  Diredtors,  by  their  fecretary,  replied,  the  13th 

of  May,  1775;  "  That  they  have  taken  into  confideration  all  that  has 
*"  pafled  relative  to  your  requifition,  repeatedly  endeavoured  to  be  en- 
*'  forced  on  the  Coaft,  of  laying  their  commands  on  the  Prefidency  of 
u  Fort  William,  to  give  effectual  affiftance  in  the  recovery  of  the  out- 
"  (landing  debts  due  to  the  eftateof  Mr.  William  Bolts,  tiicy  are  forry  to 
*'  find,  that  the  anfwer  given  by  the  late  Court  of  Directors  to  your 
"  former  application  on  this  f  bjeft  appears  fo  very  unfatisfadtory  \  for 
u  after  the  moft  impartial  difcuffion  of  your  requeft,  and  their  anfwer, 
"  they  can  by  no  means  agree  in  opinion  with  you,  that  little  attention 
**  has  been  paid  to  the  true  principles  erf"  jufficc  by  that  Court  of 
M  Diredors." 

With  refpeft  to  Mr.  Bolts's  dealings,  previous  to  the  period  of  his 
refignation,  that  Court  of  Dire^ors  infift,  that  the  whole  trade  in  fait, 
beetle-rtut  and  tobacco,  were  exprefsly  prohibited,  contrary  to  covenants* 
and  conjtquently  illicit ;  and  that  he  is  now  equally  refponfible,  and  as 
liable  to  profecution,  in  that  refpedt,  as  the  Company's  fervants,  againft 
whom  fuits  were  lately  ordered  for  carrying  on  thofc  trades  from  1765. 

Your 
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Your  arguments,  that  the  judicial,  executive,  and  legiflative  authority 
In  Bengal,  is  vefted  in  the  Company ;  that*  the  government  there  is 
defpotic  \  and  that  no  debts  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Company* s  charter 
can  be  recovered  without  the  inter pofition  of  the  ruling  power  (meaning 
the  Company  and  their  Prefidencies)  the  Court  of  Dire&ors  think  they 
are  under  no  neceflity  to  conteft  with  you  on  this  occafion,  becaufe  the 
admiffion  of  all  t.;ofe  dodrines  appears  to  them  wholly  inapplicable  to 
the  prefent  queftion  •,  which  is  not,  whether  their  Prefidency  can  give 
affiftance  in  die  recovery  of  outftanding  debts,  but  whether  it  is  fit  and 
right  they  fhould  do  fo,  when  the  trade,  from  whence  fuch  debts  arofe, 
was  illegal* 


it, 
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The  diftinftion  taken  by  you  between  tranfaftions  againft  the  law 
of  nature,  or  the  good  of  fociety,  and  thofe  prohibited  by  ftatute  laws, 
or  the  pojuive  injunctions  of  tboje  who  have  a  legal  right  and  authority 
to  oppofe  them,  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  be 
at  all  fupported  by  the  cafes  you  ftate,  and  the  inferences  you  draw 
"  fr.m  them ;  tor  the  judicial  determinations  upon  thefe  fubje&s  happen 
*'  to  be  diametrically  repugnant  to  the  ufe  you  would  make  of  them. 
"  In  a  very  recent  inftance,  the  firft  Court  of  Law  in  the  Kingdom 
"  would  not  fuffer  a  debt  to  be  recovered  againft  the  commander  of  an 
'*-  India  fltip,  proved  to  be  due  for  goods  carried  out  by  him  to  India; 
cc  becaufe  it  appeared  in  evidence,  that  the  goods  were  to  be  clandef- 
4<  tinely  conveyed  on  board  the  (hip,  without  the  confent  of  the  Com- 
«*  pany,  contrary  to  Aft  of  Parliament.  There  was  no  malum  in  fie, 
"  not i :ing  againft  the  law  of  nature,  in  the  above-mentioned  cafe; 
«*  nevertheless  the  decifions  have  been  always  uniform,  and  all  demands 
**  of  that  kind  held  irrecoverable." 


To 
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» 

# 
To  the  Right  Honourable  George  Lord  Pigoty  Prefident  and  Governor,  tee. 

Council  at  Fort  St.  George. 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 
General  let-  W  E  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the  15th  April. 

ter  from  Ben-  » 

gal,  defiring 

copy  of  the  The  Court  of  Diredtors   having  been  pleafed  to  tranfmit  to  us  a 

reUtuVuf*  C(W  °^  their  letter  to  your  Prefidency,  dated  12th  April  1775,  con- 
the  Compa-  taining  their  commands  on  fundry  very  important  regulations  and  ar- 
rcfpcdiDg  rangements,  for  the  conduft  of  their  political  interefts  in  the  Carnatic, 
Tanjore.  and  exprefsly  commanded  us  to  co-operate  with  you,  and  to  yield  you 

our  afliftance  in  bringing  them  to  a  fpeedy  and  happy  conclufion ;  we 
have  waited  with  great  impatience  to  this  time  for  your*  advices,  with 
refped  to  the  manner  in  which  you  have  carried  thofe  orders  into  exc- 
ecution ;  but  have  hitherto  received  no  information  in  any  way  relating 
to  them,  except  the  fummary  intelligence  contained  in  your  letters  of 
the  1 7th  February,  and  29th  March,  that  the  fubftance  of  the  Com- 
pany's orders  relative  to  Tanjore  had  been  communicated  to  that  Rajah; 
that  a  garrifon  of  the  Company's  forces  had  been  admitted  to  relieve 
the  Nabob's  troops  in  that  Fort  *  and  that  your  Prefident  had  fet  out 
for  Tanjore,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  the  Company's  orders  into 
effedt  j  but  to  this  time  we  are  totally  uninformed  of  all  the  previous 
and  intermediate  meafures  and  refolutions  which  have  been  taken  for  the 
accomplifhment  of  the  various  objeds  of  this  general  fubjeft,  recom- 
mended in  the  general  letter  above-mentioned,  and  of  the  negotiations 
which  have  paffed  between  the  Prefident,  the  Nabob,  and  the  Rajah. 
We  therefore  defire,  that  you  will  tranlmit  to  us  copies  of  all  your 
proceedings,  which  have  a  relation  to  this  object  of  your  inflxu&ions, 
as  well  as  copies  of  all  your  C  >rrefpondence  on  the  fame  fubjedt 
with  your  Prefident,   fince  his  departure. 

We  are  the  more  defirous  of  receiving  thefe  materials,  as  we  arc 
iuformed,  that  an  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Company's  troops  had 

beca 


been  icnf  to  Eleanore,  which  we  underftand  is  fituated  without  thfe 
Boundary  of  the  kingdom  of  Tanjore,  to  feize  upon  one  or  more  of 
the  Nabob's  officers,  and  had  carried  him  or  them  with  their  paper* 
to  Tanjore.  This  adt  requires  explanation.  If  it  was  neceflary,  in  order 
to  carry  the  Company's  intentions  into  execution,  you  will  be  jufti- 
fied  -  by  your  inftna&ions.  Bur  this  tranfa&ion,  as  far  as  we  are  ac- 
quainted with  it,,  appears  to  us  a  violation  of  the  independent  rights* 
of  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  in  which  light  Mahomed  Ally  Khan* 
is  acknowledged  by  the  treaty  of  Paris*  and.  that  is  not.  warranted* 
by  die  Company's  orders. 


We  further  deffre  that  you  will  caufe  copies  to  Be  made  of  all 
the  treaties  which  are  now  in  force  between  your  prefidency  and. 
any  of  the  country  powers,  or  which  may  at  any  time  have  been; 
guaranted  by.  you,  and  tranfinit  them  to  us  by  the  firft  opportunity^ 

We  are,, 

« 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemeni, 

Fort  William,.  Your  moft  obedient  humble  firvants . 

*5th  May,  1776..  WaiTen  Haftingv 

J'.  Clavering, 
Geo.  Monfon, 
Richard  BarwebY 

The  Frefident  acquaints  the  Board,  that  he  will  prepare   a  letter 
in  anfwer  to  the  above,   which  he   will  lay   before  them  for  their 
approbation  at  the  next  confutation.     In  tHe  mean  time  it  is  or- 
dered, that  copies  of  the  proceedings-  and  refblution*  relative  to  this     Copy  of  the 
fubjelt,  as  well  as  of  the  correfpondence  with  the  Prefident,  while     ProceedinK* 
at  Tanjore,   be  prepared  for  the  Governor  General  and  Council  at    i"^"" 
Bengal  $  lifcewife  a  copy  of  the  treaty  concluded  in   1 762,  between 
the  Nabob  and  the  King  of  Tanjore,  and  guaranted  by  the  Engliflu 

L  1  Ir  ^ 
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At  a  Confutation, 


lliurfday, 
13th  June, 
1776. 


PRESENT, 
The  Bight  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  PreGdent. 


George  Stratton 
George  Dawfon 
Claud  Ruffell 
Charles  Floyer 
Arch,  Palmer 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher 
Henry  Brooke 
Alex.  Dalrymplc 
John  Maxwell  Stpne 

Francis  Jourdan, 
George  Mackay.   . 


The  minutes  of  laft  Confultation  read. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident,  at  the  laft  Confultation, 
having  informed  the  Board  he  would  prepare  an  anfwer  to  the  Go- 
vernor General  and  Council's  letter  of  the  15th  ult.  now  lays  the 
following  before  them  for  their  approbation. 


General  let* 
ter  to  Bengal 
in  reply  to 
theirs,  defy- 
ing copy  of 
the  proceed* 
ings  refpeft* 
ing  Tanjore, 
and  the  Pre- 
sident's" ex- 
planation of 
the  dobbeers 
being  efcort- 
C&  to  Tanjore 


7i  the  Honoyabk  Warren  Hajlings,  Efq.  Governor-Gcmr*!,  &c  Council 

of  Fort  St.  George, 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

.  W  E  have  had  the  honour  to  recrire  your  letter  of  the  1 5th  of  May. 
Incapable  as  we  are  of  being  intentionally  wanting  in  refpec£  to  you,  or 
deficient  in  our  duty,  We  thought  the  information  contained  in  our 
letters  of  the  17th  of  February  and  29th  of  March  refpefting  Tanjore, 
was  all  which  was  material  at  that  time.  ,Qur  political  fuuation  has  un- 
dergone no  change  except  with  refpeft  to  Tafyore,  and  our  letter  of 
the  14th  of  IVfey  contains  3  full  account  of  the  Rajah^  requeft  and  ot 
our  refolution  thereupon  i  bat  as  you  arc  plgafed  tp  cjefire  to  have  p.  copy 

of 
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of  all  our  proceedings  in  relation  to  Tanjore,  the  fame  fhall  be  trans- 
mitted with  all  convenient  expedition. 

Our  Prefident  acquaints  us,  •*  That  as  he  palled  through  the  Tanjore 
u  Country,  he  found  the  proper  officers  with  all  the  accounts  had  been  re- 
*c  moved  by  the  Nabob's  orders  frojn  the  villages,  and  was  foon  informed, 
"  that  every  part  of  the  country  was  in  the  fame  fituation.  That  every 
**  means  had  been  taken  to  throw  difficulties  in  his  way  in  the  execu- 
"  tion  of  the  Company's  orders,  and  to  diftrefs  the  country  and  the  inha- 
*'  bitants.  That  without  the  afliftance  of  the  Dobbeer  and  his  accounts,  it 
*<  would  have  been  impoffihle  for  the  Rajah  to  have  obtained  any  know- 
<c  led^e  of  the  revenues,  or  indeed  to  have  been  properly  placed  in  the 
*c  management  of  his  country  this  man  having  been  firft  minifter,  and  in 
'*.  fa£t  governed  the  Tanjore  Country  for  thefe  fifty  years  paff.  That 
*c  after  Tarijore  was  taken,  he  told  the  Nabob's  fecond  fon,  who  com- 
"  manded  there  for  his  father,  "  That  he  would  not  defert  his  matter 
*l  in  his  misfortunes,"  and  refufed  to  aft  until  he  carried  him  to  the 
"  Rajah,  and  defired  the  Rajah  to  lay  his  commands  upon  him. '  That 
"  on  his  (the  Prefident's)  proceeding  for  Tanjore,  the  Nabob  ordered 
"  the  Dobbeer  to  be  fent  out  of  the  Tanjore  country,  with  all  the 
u  public  accounts;  the  Dobbeer  had  retarded  his  journey  by  vari- 
a  ous  pretences,  and  fent  a  meflage  to  the  Rajah,  defiring  that  he 
<c  might  be  conducted  to  Tanjore*,  the  troop  which  attended  the 
"  Prefident  was  therefore  fent  to  efcort  him ;  but  when  the  troop  ar- 
"  rived  at  the  place  whence  the  meflage  to  the  Rajah  had  been 
**  fent,  they  found  the  Dobbeer  had  been  conveyed  from  thence  to 
"  Arialoor,  whither  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troop  followed 
"  him  and  efcorted  him  to  Tanjore." 

*c  Our  Prefident   wrote  to  the   Nabob,  that  if  he  would  pleafe.to 

u  order  the  feveral  Amuldars   ^nd  other  officers  to  return  with  their 

"  accounts  to    the  Dobbeer  at    Tanjore,   juftice   might  be    done  to 

iC  every  man,  and   the   country    reftored  in   a  proper   and   equitable 

"  manner  -9  the  Nabob,  however,   to  this  day,  has  not  been  pleafed 

"  to  do  fb." 

««  Our 


1 
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cc 


Our  Prcfident  adds,  he  has  always  endeavoured  to  tranfa&  the 
buftnefs  of  the  Company  in  the  manner  moft  agreeable  to  the 
c<  Nabob;  but  hi&  rule  has  ever  been,  that  the  Company* &  bufinefi 
"  mufi  be  doner 

We  will  never  lofe  fight  of*  the  treaty  of  Paris,  but  we  cannot 
believe  that  treaty  can  be  conftrucd  to  obftrudfc  any  proper  meafures* 
which  may  be  necefiary  for  the  Company's  fecurity,  or  the  fafety 
of  the  Carnatic. 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclble  you  an  extract  of*  our  honourable 
Mailer's  order  to  this  Ptefidency  per  Royal  Henry,  dated  25th; 
November,  17555  and3  aHb  of  the  general  letter  from  England  re- 
ceived by  the  Lord  Camden.  We  have  no  advices  from  you  0a 
the  fubjedt  to  which  this  relates,  fince  your  letter  of  the  7th  of 
March* 

We  have  intelligence  that  large  quantities  of  military  (lores  have  been 
lately  landed  at  Pondicherry*  it  is  alledged  that  thefe  are  for  Hydet 
Ally.  It  is  faid  that  1200  men  have  been  landed  from  the  (hips, 
of  this  feafon  at  the  iflands,  with  a  quantity  of  (lores  and  ammu- 
nition *,  and  that  the  Ferme,  a  64  gun  (hip,  is  daily  expeded  with* 
a  frigate  at  Pondicherry*  having  on  board  400  military,,  and  many 
of  the  old  officers  who  ferved  in  India  during  lad  war. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

honourable  Sir  and  Sirs* 

Fort  St.  George>.  Your  moft  obedient  and' 

13th  June,   1776.  moft  humble  fervant, 

P  I  G  O  T,  &c.  CounciL 

Tbepropri*  On   taking  the  above  Tetter  into  confiderarion,  feme  members   of 

ety  of  a  cer-  fa.  board  objecting  to  that  paragraph  wherein-  mention  is  made  of 
rraph  put  to  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  the  Prdfident  moves  the  following  queftion, 
JtcYotc  cc  Whether  the  letter  (hall  (land  as  it  is,  or  that  the  paragraph  be 

"  in  the  Prefideofs  nameE" 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Mackay  lias  already  difapproved  on  record  of  the  Dobbeer's  be- 
ing feized  in  the  Nabob's  dominions.  As  he  fhall  always  regard  that 
tranfa&ion  as  a  violation  of  the  Nabob's  rights,  he  cannot  concur  in 
opinion  that  it  Was  a  proper  meafure,  or  neceflary  to  carry  the  Compa- 
ny's orders  into  execution  with  regard  to  Tanjore.  He  docs  not  objeft 
to  the  paragraph  in  queftion  Handing  in  the  letter  to  Bengal  in  the  name 
of  the  Prefident. 


Mr.Mackay't 
opinion. 


As  the  paragraph  in  queftion  is  in  anfwer  to  a  part  of  the  Bengal 
letter  touching  the  feifcufe  of  the  Dobbeer,  and  implies  an  approba- 
tion of  that  aft,  Mr.  Jourdan  cannot  approve  of  it. 


Mr.Jourdan> 
opinion. 


Mr.  Palmer  is  for  the  paragraph  ftanding  in  the  name  of  the  Pre-     Mr.  Palmer's 
fident.  0*inion- 


Mr.  Stone  readily  fubferibes  to  the  paragraph  in  queftion,  as  he  can- 
not conceive  that  the  article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris  ever  was  intended  to 
prevent  this  government  taking  proper  meafures  for  the  fafety  and  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Carnatic  and  the  Company's  poffeffions. 

Mr.  Floyer  deeming  the  paragraph  in  queftion  a  generai  idea  of 
the  Board's  fenfe  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  without  adverting  to  the 
circumftance  of  the  feizure  of  the  Dobbeer,  he  on  this  fuppofi- 
tion  alone  affents  to  the  figning  his  name  to  the  letter,  referving  to 
himfetf,  if  hereafter  this  matter  comes  into  difcuffion  before  the  Board, 
the  power  of  affignrng  his  opinion  at  large  upon  the  feizure  of  the 
Dobbeer. 

Air.  Dalrymple  is  for  the  paragraph  {landing  as  it  is. 

Mr.  Ruffell  is  for  the  paragraph  ftanding  as  it  is. 

Mr.  Brooke  is  for  the  paragraph  ftanding  as  it  is. 


Mr.  Dawfon  is  for  the  paragraph  ftanding  as  it  is. 

M  m  m 


Mr.  Stone** 
opinion. 


Mr.  Floyer*t 
opinion* 


Sir 


Mr.  Dalrym  • 
pie's  opinion. 

Mr.  Ruflell> 
opinion. 

Mr.  Brookc'i 
opinion. 

Mr.Dawfon's 
opinion. 


Sir  Robert 
Fkfcher'i  •« 


Vr.Strattoa's 
opinion* 
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Sir  Robert  Fletcher  objcfts  10  the  paragraph  in  queftion  ftandiog  as 
a  part  of  the  letter  in  the  name  of  the  Board,  becaufe  it  appears  to  him 
an  implied  justification  of  the  meafure  which  the  Governor-General 
and  Council  of  Bengal  fay  appears  to  them  a  violation  of  the  Nabob'* 
rights  j  and  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  cannot  help  faying*  that  it  is  a  mea(ur$ 
which  he  entirely  difapproves^ 

Mr.  Stratton  having  diflented  to  the  feizing  of  the  Dobbeer,  he  muft 
objeft  to  the  paragraph,  as  he  thinks  it  alludes  to  the  report  mad^  bf 
the  Prefident,  and  declares  that  meafure  to  bp  a  proper  one  by  the  treaty 
of  Paris.  If  it  did  not  allude  to  that  report,  Mr.  Stratton  fliould  have 
210  objection  to  the  paragraph  {landing  as  it  is. 


The  Prelident  is  for  the  paragraph  Handing  as  it  Is- 


The    Preffc 
dent!*  opt~ 
•ion, 

Caakd  for  Carried  in  the  afiirmative  by  a  majority .  of  fevcn  to  five,  that  the 

*     pn*      letter  ihail  ftand  as  it  is*  : 


letter  from> 
Mr-   Floyer* 
txpreffing 
doubts  or  hi* 
being  fuffici- 
tntly  inform- 
ed to  vote  on 
the  fubjteft  of 
Mrjfenfitld'i 
claims,,   but 
ftbmitting  to 
tile  opinion  of 


Mr  Ftoyer  delivers  in  the  following  minute  t 

# 

To  th$  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Prefident  and  Governor  y  6fr.  Comal 

at  Fort  St*  George.. 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen* 

PERMIT  mfr  to  have  the  honour  of  representing  to  you,  that 
after  having  read  with  all  the  attention  in  my  power  the  feverafc 
papers  and  proceedings  which  are  connected*  with  the  queftion  at  pre- 
fent  under  the  confideration  of  the  Board,.  I  do.  not  in  my  own  mind 
find  myfelf  competent  to  give  an.,  opinion  upon  it,,  without  that  de- 
gree of  doubt  that  probably  might  through  life  affeft  my  future  peace* 
of  miixL 

Then? 


J 


r 
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-  There  is,  In  my  opinion,  a  wide  difference  between  the  degree*  of 
knowledge  gained  by  tbe  private  and  feparaof  perufal  of  papers,  on 
any  important  fubjeft,  in  its  hft  ftage,  and  that  fort  of  information 
which  a  man  of  candour  may  require,,  who  has  had  occafion  to  be 
prefent  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  operations  tending  10-  thofe  de- 
bates; or  who,  as  a  member  of  Couneil,  has  heard,  and  perfonallyr 
i.  taken  a  ihare  in  the  progreflive  reafoning  upon  them.. 


>- 


Thus  much>  upon  the  whole,  I  apprehend,  and  moff  fenfibly  feel* 
that  my  doubtful  vote  may  poffibly  involve  this  Prefidency  in  great  dif- 
ficulties with  the  country  powers ;.  or  it  may  afFeft  the  property  and 
credit  of  individuals,  and  in  its  consequences,  entail  njany  inconveni- 
ences upon  this  fettlement* 

•  •       • 

I  am  the  more  agitated  by  this  Impreffion  on  my  mind,  becaule  that 
if  the  orders  of  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors,  in  any  refped,  are 
to  be  conformed  to,  I  pceiume  my  duty  calls  me  immediately  to  my  ft  ac- 
tion at  Mafulipatam  ;•  fo  that  if  I  give,  my  vote,,  as,  is  poffible,  errone* 
oufly  oath  is  occafion,  it  may  not  afterwards  be  in  my  power  to  remedy 
the  inconvenience  upon,  any  future  difcuffion  at  the  Board  on  this  fubjedt* 

I  entertain  that  opinion  of  your  Lordftrip,  and  of  the  other  members, 
of  Council,  who  have  thoroughly,  weighed,  and  confidered  the  queftiofk 
now  before  you,  with  all  its  confequences,  fome  time  before  my  arri- 
^  val,  that  I  am  convinced  every  member  will  give  his  voice,  as  the  refultr 

of  information  and  local  knowledge  he  has  acquired  of  this  matter,  in  it» 
every  progreffive  ftage*  This,  it  mull  be  confefled>  my  Lord'  ancfc 
Gentlemen,  cannot  be  my  cafe;  and  therefore-  I  truft-  1  ihall  (land 
excufed  to  my  Honourable  Mafters,  to  yourLordlhipj  and  to  the  other: 
members  of  the  Board,  if  I  wifb  to.  decline  giving  any  ogihioifeia-the? 
feuatbn  and  ckcumftances  I.  have  herein,  ftatedto  youi. 


Mr.  Dalrym* 
pie's  opinion. 


Sir  Robert 

Fletcher's 

opinion* 


The  Prefi- 
dent  rr.ovea 
that  the  refo- 
lution  of 
Council  re- 
fpeftin-4  Mr* 
Benfield's 
claims  be 
confirmed. 


'(      ^^2      ) 

However,  confcious  as  I  am  that  my  private  feelings  ought  to  give 
way  to  what  the  Board  may  think  my  duty  to  my  Honourable  Matters,  % 
I  await  the  fentiments  of  your  Lordfliip  and  Council  on  this  occafion ; 
to  which  I  profefs  myfelf  at  all  times  ready  to  pay  the  utmoft  deference 
and  refpedt. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 


Fort  St.  George, 
13th  June,  1776, 


Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 
CHARLES  FLOYER. 


Mr.  Floyer's  letter  taken  into  consideration. 

Mr.  Flower  acquaints  the  Board,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  on 
the  requeft  contained  in  his  letter,  he  obferves  that  fome  of  the  members 
are  of  opinion  he  fhould  give  a  vote  on  the  fubjeft  of  Mr.  Benfield's 
claims  on  the  Tanjore  country ;  wherefore  he  now  declares,  that  not- 
withftanding  his  requeft  aforementioned,  he  will  have  no  objection  (to  re- 
move the  doubts  of  thofe  members)  if  fuch  fhould  be  their  deiire. 
Whereupon  Mr.  Dalrymple  defires  it  to  be  minuted  as  his  opinion,  that 
every  member  prefent  is  bound  to  give  his  vote. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  defires  it  may  be  recorded  as  his  opinion,  that 
Mr.  Floyer  ought  not  to  Yote  on  the  bufinefs  now  before  the  BoaTd,  for 
the  reafofis  contained  in  his  (Mr.  Floyer's)  minutes  entered  upon  the  haft 
confutation,  and  the  reafons  affigned  in  his  letter  delivered  in  this  day. 

The  Prefident  then  moves,  that  the  refolution  of  Council,  29th 
ultimo,  entered  asfotloweth,  do  (land  confirmed*  Refolution,  €*  That 
"  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  being  put  in  the  full  poffefiion  and  management 
"  of  his  country  by  the  Company's  exprefs  orders,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
"  the  Board,  that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  comply  with  Mr.  Benfield's 

"  requefts 
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u  requefts  in  any  refpefl,  thofe  claims  on  individuals  which  bear  the 
appearance  of  having  no  conne&ion  with  government,  not  being  fuffici- 
ently  explained  to  enable  the  Board  to  form  an  opinion  thereon,  and  the 
alignments  of  the  Nabob  not  being  admiflible." 


Mr.  Mackay 
Mr.  Jourdan 
Mr.  Palmer 
Mr.  Stone 

Againft  the  motion 
Againft  the  motion 
Againft  the  motion 
For  the  motion 

- 

Mr.  Floyer 
Mr.  Dalrymple 

Againft  the  motion 
For  the  motion 

Mr.  Ruffell 

For  the  motion 

Mr.  Brooke 

Againft  the  motion 

Mr.  Dawfon 

For  the  motion 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

Againft  the  motion 

Mr.  Stratton 
The  Prefident 

Againft  the  motion 
For  the  motion 

Carried  in 

• 

•             • 

the  negative 

feven  to  five. 

Carried 
again  (I  the 
i       motion. 

Mr,  Mackay  having  declared  they  will  give  an  anfvver  to  his  minute, 
it  is  impoffible  for  him,  with  any  propriety,  to  form  any  further  judg- 
ment till  he  has  feen  their  anfwers :  whereupon  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 
obferves  to  the  Board,  that  this  is  mere  caballing  in  Mr.  Dalrymple,  and 
that  he  will  deliver  in  a  minute  on  the  fubjed:. 

Mr.  Mackay  acquainting  the  Board,  that  he  has  fomc  queftions  to 
move,  it  is  agreed  to  adjourn  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  to 
take  the  fame  into  confideration. 


N  n  n 


At 
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Friday  14th 
June. 

The  Prefi- 
dent's  motion 
on  the  na- 
ture of  Mr. 
BenfielcTs 
claims. 

Mr.  Mackay 

claims  for  his 

motion  a  prior 

rieKt  to  the 
♦J 

confident  ion 
of  the  Board. 


'  At  a  Confuhation.  Prefent  as  before. 

The  Prefident  moves,  that  the  Board  may  come  to  the  following  re- 
solution, "  That  all  the  claims  of  Mr.  Benfield  are  private,  and  not 
"  public  concerns/* 

Mr.  Mackay  obferves  to  the  Board,  that  their  meeting  this  morning 
was  in  confequence  of  yefterday's  adjournment,  to  take  fome  motions 
he  had  to  make  into  confideration,  and  therefore  thinks  in  point  of  pro- 
priety, that  his  motions  fhould  be  taken  into  debate  before  the  refolu- 
tion  that  is  now  moved  by  the  Prefident  is  put  to  the  vote.. 


Upon  which  the  Prefident  having  explained  what  he  thinks  the  cus- 
tom of  the  fervice,  that  the  .bufinefs  introduced  by  him  fhould  bejirft 
taken  into  debate,  de fires  the  fentiments  of  the  Board  on  this  Queftion,. 
cc  Whether  the  refolution  propofed  by  him,  or  the  motions  intended  by. 
"  Mr.  Mackay,  fhould.  be  firft  taken  into  confideration  ?" 


Debate 

(hereon. 


Mr.  Mackay  is  of  opinion  his  motions  fhould  be  firft  taken  into 
confideration. 

Mr.  Jonrdan  thinks  Mr.  Mackay  having  informed  the  Board  that 
he  had  a  queftion  to  move  before  the  Board  adjourned  itielf,  the  motions 
of  Mr.  Mackay  fhould  in  regularity  be  determined  upon  before  the  Ere- 
fident's  motion. 


Mr.  Palmer  is  of  the  fame  opinion  of  Mr.  Jourdan, 

Mr.  Stone.  As  he  does  not  conceive  that  the  Pre  GdentY  motion  has 
any  tendency  to  preclude  Mr.  Mackay  from  making  his  motion,  he 
thinks  the  PrefidentY  fhould  be  firft  confidercd.. 

Mr.  Floyer.  Shall  at  all  times  be  happy  in  paying  the  utmoft  de- 
ference and  refped  to  any  motion  made  by  the  Prefident,.  and  fhould 

a  certainly 
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certainly  on  this  occafion  have  given  it  as  his  opinion   the  Prefident 
fiiould  have  fuch  preference,  if  Mr.  Mackay  had  not  yefterday  declared, 
he  had  fome  motions  to  make  upsn  the  fubjeft  confidercd  in  that  pro- 
ceeding, and  that  the  Board  thereupon  adjourned  till  this  morning  to 
eonfider  them,  therefore  he  muft  think,  in  order  and  propriety,  the  mo- 
tions of  Mr.  Mackay  fhould  firft  be  made. 

Mr.  Dalrymplc.    For  the  propofed  refolution  of  the  Prefident  being*, 
firft  taken  into  confideration. 

Mr.  Ruflell.  As  the  Prcfident's  motion  does  not  preclude  Mr. 
Mackay  from  making  the  one  intended  by  him,  Mr.  Rufiell  thinks,  for 
the  reafons  urged  by  the  Prefident,  that  his  fhould  be  firft  confidercd* 

Mr.  Brooke.  Shall' always  pay  the  greateft  deference  and  refpcftto 
the  Prefident';  had  his  motion  come  at  the  fame  time  with  Mr.  Mac- 
Hay's,  he  (hould  not  have  a  doubt  of  giving  his  the  preference ;  but  as* 
the  Board  had  adjourned  yefterday  for.  the  purpofe  of  taking  Mr.  Mac- 
kayfs  motions  into  confideration,  and  as  the  Prefident  had  not  moved 
his  until  this  day,  Mr.  Brooke  is  of  opinion^that  in  point  of  regularity* 
and  this  particular  cafe,  Mr.  Mack  ay's  motions  ihould  be  read  firft. 

Mr.  Dawfon  fa  of  opinion  the  Prefident's  motion  have  the  pre- 
ference. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher..  As  Mr.  Mackay  does  not  give  up  his  right,  of 
preference,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  thinks,  that  in  point  of  right  as 
well  as  order,.  Mr*  Mackay's  motions  (hould  firft  betaken  into  coa^ 
fideration. 

Mr.  Stratton  is,  for  the  reafons  affigned  in  Mr.  Brooke's  opinion,, 
for  taking  Mr.  Mackay's  motions  firft  into  confideration. 

The  Prefident.    In  order  that  he  might  keep  up  uniformity  to  the 
%accuftomed  and  regular  manner  of  conducting  the  bufinefs  of  the  Com* 

pany 


Carried  for 

Mr.Mackay's 

motion. 

Mr.Mackay's 
motion. 


The  Presi- 
dent's mi- 
nute thereon, 


and  previous 
queition. 


Mr.  Mac- 
kay's opinion, 

Mr.  Jourdan'a 
opinion. 


Mr.  Palmer's 
opinion. 
Mr.  Stone's 
minute. 
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pany  on  this  coaft,  which  has  ever  to  his  knowledge  originated  with, 
the  Prefident ;  he  had  turned  his  thoughts  towards  the  propereft  man- 
ner of  introducing  Mr.  BenfickTs  bufinefs  again  before  the  Board, 
which  he  was  about  to  do,  when  he  moved  them  to  come  to  the  afore- 
going propofed  refolutioni  he, therefore  thinks  that  refolution  deferves 
their  firft  attention. 

Carried  for  Mr*  Mackay's  motion  being  firft  put,  feven  to  five. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Mackay  moves,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
c<  Board,  that  the  Nabob  had  a  right  to  the  government  fliare  of  the. 
*  crop  in  the  Tanjorc  country,  the  produce  of  grain  fown  during  the 
«*  time  it  was  in  his  poficflion,  and  that  any  mortgages  he  may  have 
"  given  on  the  fame  are  good." 

The  motion  introduced  by  Mr.  Mackay  being  entirely  relative  to  the 
fuppofed  rights  of  the  Nabob,  of  which  the  Prefident  thinks  this  Board 
are  not  competent  judges,  he  is  of  opinion  Mr.  Mackay's  queftion 
cannot  with  any  propriety  be  put,  as  it  may  tend  to  the  mod  fatal  con- 
fequences,  and  therefore  moves,  "  That  Mr.  Mackay's  queftion  be 
"  not  put." 

"Mr.  Mackay.     For  the  queftion  being  put. 

Mr.  Jourdan  thinks  the  motion  a  necefiary  one,  as  preparatory  to 
any  affiftance  which  the  Board  may  think  proper  to  give  to  Mr,  Ben- 
field,  becaufe  it  is  evident  that  if  the  Nabob  had  no  right  to  affign  the 
grain  or  country,  Mr.  Benfield's  claims  on  -the  Tanjore  country  fall  to 
the  ground. 

Mr.  Palmer.     For  the  queftion  being  put. 

As  the  motion   propofed  by  Mr.  Mackay  appears  to  Mr.  Stone  not^ 
confined  to  Mr.  Benfield's  claims,  in  confcqucnce  of   the  mortgages  or 
alignments  made  to  him  by  the  "Nabob,    but  to  extend  alfo  to  a  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  general  rights  of  the  Nabob  to  the  crops  in  the  Tanjore 

country, 
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•country,  Tie  thinks  it  improper;  fince  if  the  Nabob's  rights  thereto 
Should  by  a  refohition  of  this  Board  be  declared  good  and  valid,  he  does 
not  fee  how  we  can  avoid  fupporting  him  In  the  recovery  of  fuch  his 
rights,  and  to  what  lengths  we  may  thereby  be  led  no  one  can  fay  •,  he 
therefore  thinks  it  fhould  not  be  pur. 

Mr.  Floycr  is  for  the  queftion  being  put  for  the  reafons  which 
he  now  delivers  in,  and  which  he  would  have  laid  before  the  Board  yef- 
tcrday  had  the  matter  come  then  under  confidcration,  hoping  to  (land 
excufed  by  his  Honourable  Matters,  by  this  Board,  and  by  the  whole 
world,  if,  (ituated  as  he  has  already  reprefented  in  his  letter  of  yefter- 
day's  date,  he  fhould  give  an  erroneous  ©pinion  on  the  point  under 
determination. 


.  My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  perufed,  with  aH  the  attention  in  my  power,  the  feveral 
proceedings  of  the  Bo^rd,  the  feparate  letter  from  the  Honourable  the 
Court  of  Directors,  dated  12th  April,  1755,  per  Grcnville,  and  other 
fundiy  papen  relative  to  the  claims  upon  the  Tanjore  country.  I  (hall 
on  this  occafion  confine  my  opinion  merdy  to  the  matter  of  property 
mentioned  in  the  queftion,  moved  by  the  Right  Honourable  Prejident 
in  consultation  29th  of  lad  month,  without  entering  into  any  matter 
whatfoever  which  may  not  have  connexion  with  that  queftion,  as  I  deem 
it  foreign  to  the  fubjeft  under  debate. 


Mr.  Floycr'a 
opinion  and 
reply  to  Mr, 
Dalrymple's 
minute  of  the 
10th. 


The   following  queftion  was  moved  by   the  Right    Honourable 
Frefidcnt  on  the  29th  May  laft. 


**  That  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  being  put  in  the  full  poflcflion  of  his 
country  by  the  Company's  exprefs  orders,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board, 
that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  compy  with  Mr.  Ben  field's  requefts  in  any 
refpefl,  thofe  claims  on  individuals,  which  bear  the  appearance  of  hav- 
ing no  connection  wit  1* government,  not  being  fufficicntly  explained  to 

Ooq  enable 
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enable  the  Board  to  form  an  opinion,  thereon,  and  the  afitgnments  of 
the  Nabob  not  being  admiffible." 

This  queftion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,,  fix  to  five; 

< 

At  the  next  confultation  held  on  the  third  June,  in  confequence  of  at 
minute  delivered  by  Mr.  Brooke,,  requefting  a  re-con  fideration  of  that 
part  of  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  Prefident's  minute  on  Mr.  Ben- 
field's  claims,  the  Board  agreed,  that  Mr.  Brooke's  requeft  fhouk^be 
complied  with,  and  that  the  Board  do  meet  again  on  Thurfday  morn-1' 
ingnext,(the6thJune)to  re*confider  the  proceedings  of  the  29th  ultimo*. 
And  by  a  fubfequent  adjournment  it  is  brought  to  u$  this  day  for 
decifion-. 

I  have  alfo  perufed  with  attention*  the  feveral  minutes  delivered  as  the- 
feparate  opinions  of  the  Members  of  the  Board  $.  that  of  Mr.  Dalrym* 
pie's  being  ar\  abftraA  of  all  the  public  proceedings  fince  the  arrival  of 
the  Grenville,  and  being  in  my  opinion  clearly  expreflive  of  the  fenti- 
ments  he  entertains  of  the  queftion  now  befbre  us,  and  to  which  I  have- 
before  faid  I  (hall  entirely  confine  my  prefent  opinion,  by  his  repeated- 
references  to  the  public  records  ;  that  Gentleman  will,  I  flatter  myfeMy, 
excufe  me  if  I  ground  any  part  of  my  arguments  upon  his  minute..  ' 

Mr.  Dalrymple's  minute,  6th  June,;  1 776,  refers  to  the  following- 
paragraphs  of  the  feparate  letter,  per  Grenville.  Paragraph  5th.. 
"  And  having  refolved  to  contribute,  fo  far  as  in  us  lies,  towards  the 
"  restoration  of  the  King  of  Tanjore,  which  by  every  tie  of  honour  we 
ceived  ourfelves  bound  to  do,  we  hereby  diredt,,that  you  take  the  moflr 
effeSlual  meafures,  without  lofs  of  time,  for  fecuring  the  perfon  of  the 
King  of  Tanjore,  &c."  and  in  a  fubfequent  part  of  the  .paragraph—* 
**  and  inform  him,  that  we  have  determined  to  replace  him  upon  the. 
"  throne  .of  his  anceftors,.  upon  certain  terms  and  conditions  to  be 
*'  agreed  upon  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  himfelf  and  the  Company, 

2  without 
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<*  without  infringing  the  rights  of  Mahommed  Ally  Khan,  Nabob  of  the; 
***  Carnatic." 

Anfwer.     Upon  the  latter  part  of  the  paragraph  I  confefs  myfelf- 
of  opinion,  much  of  the  prefent  matter  depends,  viz.  Mr.  BenfieldV. 
claims,,  by  virtue  of  the  Nabob's  orders  and  affignments  upon  the  Tanjore 
country  ;  I  mean  from  the  words  "  Certain  terms,  &c.  to  the  conclu-. 
fion  of  the. paragraph.     If  the  Board  was  of  opinion  that  the  Nabob- 
had  a  right,  as  a  property  veiled  in  him  by  conqueft,  to  the  crops* 
which  he  had  fown  at  his  own  expenfe ;  and   that  by  the  eftablilhed 
ufages  and  cuftoms  of  the  country  he,  as  well  as  all  proprietors  of" 
lands,,  are  entitled  to  reap  what  is  thus  fown,.  and  at  his  or  their  diP 
pofal,.  even  before  the  harveft  is  gathered-    I  own,  in. my  idea,  that  it' 
is  a  matter  which  I  fhould  have  looked  upon  as  a  part  of  the  Company  V 
intentions,  expreffed  by  the  words,  "  certain   terms,  &c."  and  fhould 
oonfequently  have  expreffed,  had  I  been  at  the  Board,  an  inclination^ 
that  the  Right  Honourable  Prefident  fhould  have  been  authorized  to 
ftate  to  the  King  of  Tanjore  the  matter  of  property  claimed,  either 
By  the  Nabob's  Naib,  or  by  individuals,  upon  his  country,  as  a  neceflary 
preliminary  to  his  being  put  into  poffeffion  of  Tanjore ;  particularly 
39  by  Mr.  Benfield's  laft  letter 'to  the  Board,,  dated  the  3d  inftant,  it 
appears,.that  he  acquainted  the  Prefident  with  the  nature  of  claims  upon* 
that  country  ;.that  the  Prefidcnt's  reply  to  him  was  not  unfavourable  to- 
the  application  he  made  to  his  Lordfhip  ;  and  that,,  with  hisapproba* 
tion,  Mr.  Benfield  accompanied  him  to  Tanjore.     If  this  matter,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  had  been  timely  reprefented  to  the  King  of 
Tanjore,  he  would  have  known  the  claims  upon  his  country,   and* 
would  undoubtedly  have  communicated  to  the  Prefident,.  or  to  the 
Board,  his  fentiments  upon  the  nature  of  thofe  claims,  touching  the 
gropriety  or  impropriety  of  them,  for  the  information  and  confidera— 
tion  of  the  Board.     The  King  now  reftored,  muft  certainly  deem  it 
more  conducive  to  his.  own.  intereft  to  difcountenance.  the  claims  of 

property 
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property  in  his  country,  becaufe  his  admiffion  of  them  muft  tend  to 
dimunition  of  his  own  immediate  income ;  and  he  is  now  at  full  liberty 
to  reject  or  comply  with  any  reprefentations  which  the  Board  may 
make  to  him,  if  they  are  fo  inclined,  not  only  with  refped  to  Mr. 
Benfield's  -claims,  but  thofe  of  any  other  perfon,  whether  BritHh  fub« 
jefts,  natives  living  under  the  Company's  protection,  or  any  other 
people,  which  by  Mr.  Dalryiqple's  minute  I  am  led  to  fqppofc  there 
are,  to  a  very  enormous  amount. 

The  queftion,  therefore,  which  'occurs  to  me  on  this  occafion  if, 
"Whether  the  Nabob  was  or  was  ncJt  the  proprietor,  from  the  eftabliihed 
cuftoms  of  the  country,  of  the  revenue,  and  all  other  appendages  of 
Cirao^  from  the  time  of  his  being  in  abfolute  poffeffion  of  Tanjorc  to  the 
day  of  the  King's  restoration  ?  I  offer  it  as  my  opinion,  he  undoubt- 
edly was.  It  is  not  my  province  to  a(k,  why  the  King  was  not  put 
inio  poffeffion  of  his  country  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the  Com- 
pany's orders  for  fo  doing.  If  he  is  deemed  fo,  and  he  has  fown  this 
year's  crop,  and  has  granted  mortgages  and  affignments  upon  any 
part  of  the  produce  of  bis  own  lands  ;  and  that  the  other  proprietors 
of  lands  alfo  have  done  the  fame,  agreeably  to  the  eftabliihed  icuftom 
of  the  country  i  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  but  fuch  affignments  and 
mortgages  fo  made  xnuft  be  deemed  valid,  provided  thefe  tranfadions 
were  carried  on  previous  to  the  .receipt  of  the  orders  of  our  honourable 
matters  per  Grenville,  Ttill  -when  the  Company  themfelves  acknow- 
ledge be  was  the  ruler  over  the  Tanjore  country ;  for  their  very  words 
in  this  paragraph  arc,  " -Without  infringing  the  rights  of  Mahomed 
Ally  Khan,  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic" 

Paragraph?.  "  You*re  however  In  our  name-to  afltirc  the  Kin*  of 
"  Tanjore,  that  no  diminieion  of  his  authority  over  his  fubjeds  is  intend 
«  cd  by  us;  and  that  w«  will  fevcrely  punilh  every  military  officer  or 
*'  Company's  Jervan?,  who  fhall  in  any  rcjjpeft  interfere  in  the  affairs 
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<f  of  his  government :  and  you  are  to  take  efpecial  carte  that  this  ar* 
"tide  bepun&ually  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  Company" 

This  Paragraph  (7)  contains  a  Handing  order  for  our  future  govern* 
ment,  after  the  King  is.  put  in  poffeflion  of  his  country  *  and  cannot 
poffibly,  in  my  opinion,  have  reference  to  any  tranfadtions  in  that 
country  during  the  time  of  the  Nabob's  being  in  poffeflion  of  it. 

Paragraph  14.  "  You  will  not  fail  to  explain  to  the  King  of  Tanjore, 
t%  that  it  is  by  no  means  our  intention  to  mpovtrijh  Tanjore,  &c." 

Here  again  my  attention  is  called  to  the  words  "  impoverifh  Tan- 
u  jore."  It  is  undeniably  the  country  of  Tanjore,  which  our  Honour- 
able Mailers  tell  us  plainly  they  mean  not  to  impoverifh ;  and  it  is  a 
fentiment  which  does  honour  to  humanity.  I  muft  confider  how  far, 
in  my  opinion,  this  order  has  connexion  with  the  prefent  fubjeft 
matter. 

Loans  have  been  made  to  the  Ruler  of  that  country,  in  ortfer 
to  enable  him  to  cultivate  his  lands*  to  maintain  troops,  to  defend  his 
country,  and  the  individuals  reSding  under  his  government,  and  to  the 
purpofe  of  otherwife  fupporting  and  improving  his  country.  If  the 
hufbandmen  have  received  from  him,  or  other  perfons>  the  ufual  allow* 
ences  or  encouragements  for  enabling  them  to  cultivate  their  lands* 
upon  condition  that  they  (hould  reimburfe  the  amount  of  fuch  advances 
from  the  produce  of  their  labours,  where  is  the  appearance  of  diftrefs 
to  the  country,  or  to  its  individual  inhabitants,  the  repaying  by  its  own 
manufactures  and  agriculture,  the  amount  of  fums  they  have  received 
in  fpecie?  If  they  had  not  been  fupplied  with  the  neceffary  advances 
from  government,  or  by  other  means,  in  due  time  to  enable  them  to 
cultivate  their  lands,  there  would  indeed  have  been  diftrefs,  not  only 
to  the  country,  but  to  every  cultivator  in  it.  But  the  cafe  being  other- 
wife,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  an  anticipated  fate  of  the  internal  produce 
of  their  labour,  which  is  equal  to  the  exportation  of  it  to  foreign  mar- 
kets: if  cuftom  (as  X  am  told  it  does)  authorizes  the  meafure,  there  are 
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many  inftances  I  believe  ki  feveral  counties  in  England,  where  the  crop 
is  fold  by  the  farmer,  or  the  cultivator,  when  growing  in  the  fields. 

If  a  country  is  in  debt,  it  fhould  devife  means  for  difcharging  that 
debt;  and  for  fuch  parts  of  the  produce  of  the  Tanjore  country  that 
have  been  fold,  I  cannot  think  the  country  impoverifhed  by  an  adhe- 
rence to  the  ftipulated  terms  of  fale.  .  For  as  1  conceive  the  matter,  the 
debts  fo  con  traded  are  not  to  be  paid  in  fpecie,  but  in  the  produce  of 
a  country  which  has  been  cultivated  by  the  fpecie  received  into  it. 

There  is  only  one  paragraph  of  the  Honourable  Court's  feparate  let- 
ter per  Grenville,  more  than  T  have  already  noticed,  that  I  think  bears 
an  affinity  to  the  immediate quefiion  now  before  us. — It  is  as  follows: 

Paragraph  22.  "  We  could  wifh  you  to  obtain  a  ftatement  of  the 
"  Nabob's  receipts  and  difburfements  on  the  above  account,  (the  plan- 
"  der  of  Tanjore,  and  the  receipt  of  the  revenues  for  more  than  two. 
€i  years)  but  we  fear  it  is  impracticable ;.  however,  we  recommend  it  ta 
41  your  attention,  in  order  to  prevent  him  from  pleading  the  above  cir— 
"  cumftance  as  an  excufe  or  reafon  for  delaying  payment  of  his  debts. 
"  to  the  Company,  and  thofe  to  his  private  European  creditors,  .in  cafe. 
"  they  fhould  be  fpeedily  demanded/* 

If  I  am  to  form  my  judgment  of  the  fpirit  and  very  words  of  the- 
foregoing  paragraph,  it  is,  that  the  Company,  forefeeing  the  difficulties 
which  might  probably  arife  from  a  quefiion  of  the  Nabob's  property  in 
the  kingdom  of  Tanjore  whilft  he  was  ruler  of  it,  after  the  King's  rcfto- 
ration  they  were  wdefirous  of  the  Board's  ad  jutting  this  matter  by  an  ob- 
tainment  of  the  Nabob's  receipts  and  difburfements  on  the  aboveaccount, 
previous  to  the  reftoration  of  the  King  of  Tanjore,  as  well  for  their 
own  information  on  that  head,  as  to  put  it  by  previous  meafures  adopted 
by  the  Board,  beyond  the  power  of  contention  hereafter  between  the 
Nabob  and  the  King  of  Tanjore,  in  order  that  the  Nabob  fhould  have 
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no  excufe  or  rcafon  for  delaying  payment  of  his  debts  to  the  Company, 
and  thofc  to  his  private  European  creditors,  in  cafe  they  fhould  be 
fpeedily  demanded; 

From  the  arguments  and  reafons  deduced  from  this  my  minute  I  novr 
proceed,  but  with  the  utmoft  diffidence,,  to  offer  my  opinion  upon  the 
qucftion  before  .us. 

r  have  already  given  my  opinion  that  the  Nabob  was  the  ruler  of 
Tanjore  until  the  King  was  actually  put  into  poifcflion  of  his  govern- 
ment, and  therefore  mud  confefs,  I  think  all  mortgages  and  alignments 
made  by  him,  his  Naib  or  any  other  peribn  afting  under  his  authority,  < 
upon  that  country,  for  any  part  of  his  property  whilft  he  was  ruler  of 
Tanjore,  ought  to  be  deemed  valid  *  and  that  the  claims  of  individuals  * 
rdiding  under  the  Bfitifh  prote&ion,  upon  the  ruler  or  any  individuals  - 
oft  hat  country,  merit  admiflibility;  fo  far  only  as  they  are  become  legal  * 
by  the  Britifti  legiflatUre* 

Mr.  Dalrymple  thinks  Mn  MackayV  motion  mtift  tend  to  raifetfic 
apprchenfion  and  alienate  the  mind  of  the  Rajah,  which  he  is  convinced 
is  at  prefent  well  difpofed  to  the  Company ;  muft  keep  up  the  animofity 
between  the  Nabob  and  the  Rajah;  give  great  offence  to  the  Marattas;- 
who  may  perhaps  be  induced  to  take  a  part  in  this  difpyte,  and  involve 
the  Company's  affairs  on  this  coaft  in  the  greatelt  diftrefs  j  and  he  can- 
not conceivc^any  public  motive  whatever  for  running  thofe  riiks,  as  the 
Rajah  has  nor  only  readily  complied  with  every  requifition  of  the  Com- 
pany, but  has  requefted  the  Company  to  take  the  entire  protection  of  * 
his  country  -, . 

And  therefore  he  is  againft  Mr.  Mackay's  qucftion  being  put.'. 

Mr.  Rbflell  is  againft  the  motion  being  put.     Becaufe,  whether  the 

Nabob  has  or  has  not  a  right*  it  is  not  a  matter  that  falls  under  the  con- 

£deration  of  the  Board.. 

Bicaufe 
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opinion. 
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Becaufe,  if  they  do  take  it  finto  confideration  and  determine  that  the 
Nabob  has  a  right,  it  will  be  incumbent  on  the  Board  to  fupport  the 
Nabob  in  his  pretentions  to  the  fubjedts  fo  determined  to  be  his  right. 

Becaufe  in  cafe  of  a  refufal  on  the  part  of  the  Rajah,  the  Board  will 
therefore  be  uncjer  the  neceffity  of  aflifting  the  Nabob  in  afferting  what 
is  before  determined  by  themfclves  to  be  his  righr,  which  might  afford 
a  frefh  plea  for  difpoffeffing  the  Rajah  again  of  his  country. 

And  becaufe  it  is  fiate  matter^  and  not  at  all  connected  with  the 
affairs  of  the  Company. 

Mr.  Brooke  for  the  queftion  being  put. 

Mr.  Dawfon  has  hitherto  declined  giving  his  judgment  of  the  Nabob's 
claims  on  the  Tanjore  country,  thinking  them  not  *  admiflible  at  this 
Board ;  and  as  the  queftion  tends  to  involve  the  Board  in  endlefs  diffi- 
culties, he  is  not  for  putting  the  queftion. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  is  for  Mr.  Mackay's  queftion  being  put,  for  the 
reafons  affigncd  by  Mr.  Jourdan ;  and  he  does  not  admit  any  ground  for 
the  alarms  and  apprehenfions  mentioned  by  other  members  of  the 
Board  delivered  in  their  written  opinions. 

Mr.  Stratton  is  of  the  fame  opinion  as  Sir  Robert  Fletcher. 

The  Preftdent,  againft  Mr.  Mackay's  queftion  being  put. 

Carried  in  the  negative  feven  to  five. 

Mr.  Mackay's  quefton  is  thereupon  put* 


Mr.  Mackay 
Mr.  Jourdan 
Mr,  Palmer 
Mr.  Stone 
Mr.  Floyer 


For  the  queftion 
For  the  queftion 
For  the  queftion 
Againft  the  queftion 
For  the  queftion 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Dalrymplc 
Mr.  Ruffell 
Mr.  Brooke 
Mr.  Dawfon 
Sir  Robert  Fletcher 
Mr.  Stratton 
The.  Prefident 


Againft  the  queftion 
Againft  the  queftion 
For  the  queftion 
Agaiflft  the  queftion 
For  the  queftion 
For  the  queftion 
Againft  the  queftion. 


Carried  in  the  affirmative  (even  to  five. 

Mr.  Mackay  further  moves;  "  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Rajah 
"  of  Tanjore  to  inform  him  of  the  above  refolution  of  the  Board,  and 
"  to  recommend  to  him  to  give  Mr.  Benfield  all  reafonable  affiftance  in 
"  recovering  fuch  debts  as  appear  to  bejuftly  due  to  him  from  the  in- 
"  habitants,  as  well  as  to  reftore  to  him  the  grain  of  laft  year,  which 
"  was  in  the  pofleffion  of  his  people,  and  faid  to  be  forcibly  taken  from 


cc 


them. 


tt 


The  Prefident  moves  the  following  amendment  to  Mr.  Mackay's 
motion,  viz.  That  all  be  left  out  commencing  with  the  word  Raj  ah,  and 
the  following  infertedjn  it's  room,  "Nabob  to  inform  him  of  the  above 
<;  refolution  of  the  Board,  and  to  recommend  to  him  to  fend  the  feveral 
"  Amuidars  and  officers  with  their  accounts  into  the  Tanjore  country, 
"  that  the  Dobbeer  may  be  enabled  to  lay  before  us  a  true  ftate  of  the 
"  Nabob's  rights  to  the  government  fhare  of  the  crop  in  the  Tanjore 
country,  the  produce  of  grain  fown  during  the  time  ir  was  in  his  pof- 
ftffion,  that  we  may  form  an  opinion  how  far  the  mortgages  or  or- 
44  ders  he  may  have  given  are  good." 


•« 


cc 


The  queftion  is  then  put, 
be  fo  amended. 


cc 


Whether  Mr.  Mackay's  queftion  (hall 


Mr.  Mackay  againft  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Jourdan  againft  the  amendment. 

Qqq 


And  carried. 

Mr.  Mackay's 
motion  for 
a  letter  to  the 
Rajah,  re- 
fbe&ing  the 
debts  of  the 
inhabitants. 


The  Prefident 
moves  for  aa 
amendment 
in  the  above 
motion. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Palmer  againft  the  amendment* 

Mr.  Stone  thinks,  as  the  Rajah  cannot  determine  of  the  reafbnable'- 
nefs  and  juftnefs  of  Mr.  Benfield's  claims  without  the  particular  ac-' 
counts  of  the  produce  of  the  country,  he  is  for  the  amendment* 

m 

Debate.  Mr.  I?  loyer  thinks  a  part  of  the  amendment  propofed  By  the  Prefi- 

dent  will  probably  become  a  neceflary  queftion  to  be  ,put  to  the  Board 
in  the  courfe  of  their  procedings  in  confequence  of  the  refolution  of 
this  day*  but  at  prefent  he  mull  conceive  it  to  be  premature,,  as  the* 
queftion  propofed  by  Mr.  Mackay  feems,  to  be  immediately  tending  to 
and  in  confequence  of  the  Board's  refolution.. 

Mr.  Dalrymple  for  the  amendment- 
Mr.  Ruflell  for  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Brooke  againft  the  amendment.. 
Mr.  Dawfon  for  the  amendment- 
Sir  Robert  Fletcher  againft  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Stratton  againft  die  amendment,  becaufe  he  thinks  the  Dob*- 
beer  can  furnifti  the  Board  with  every  account  they  can  defire.. 

The  Prefident  for  the  amendment- 
Majority  a-  Carried  againft  the  amendment  feven  to  five*. 

againft  the  a-  ^  ° 

mendment. 

Mr.Mackay's         Mr.  Mackay 's  motion  is  then  put.. 

motion  put. 

Mr.  Mackay  for  the  motion, 
Mr..  Jourdan  for  the  motion.. 
Mr.  Palmer  for  the  motion.. 

Mr* 


-♦ 
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Mr.  Stone  againft  the  motion. 

Mr.  Floyer  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Dalrymple  thought  and  declared  his  ientiments,  that  this  mo- 
tion was  improper  to  be  put  to  the  vote  at  prefent,.  becaufe  the  Presi- 
dent's motion  not  having  been  put,  it  is  not  determined  whether  Mr. 
Benfield's  claims  are  private  or*  public  concerns,    or  whether  Mr. 
Benfield's  concerns  are  confident  with  the  Company's  orders  or  not  ;* 
nor  indeed  are  the  claims  ftfficiently  explained,  nor  has  Mr.  Benfield 
given  in  any  charge  in  confequence  of  the  Board's  information,  that 
no  officer  of  the  Company  had  any  authority  to  feize  the  property  of 
individuals ;  and  till  then  the  Board  cannot  know  whether  the  grain, 
complained  of,  as  being  feized,  was  feized  by  the  Rajah's  officers  or  by 
the  Company's,  as  Mr.  Benfield  has  alledged  ;  and  for  the  further  ob- 
je&ions  he  refers  ta  his  minute  of  the  10th  inftanr* 

Mr.  Ruflell  againft  the  motion* 

Mr.  Brooke  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Dawfon  cannot  but  diflent  to  this  motion,,  becaufe  he  is,  not  fa- 
tisfied  of  the  juftnefs  of  any  claims  Mr.  Benfield  may  have  on.  the: 
Rajah.. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  for  the  motion* 

Mr.  Stratton  for  die  motion. 

The  Prefident  againft  the  motion*. 

Carried  in  the  affirmative  feven  to  five;. 

Mr.  Mackay  then  moves,  c*  T  hat  it  be  further  recommended  to 
*  the  Rajah  to  account  with  Mr.  Benfield  for  the  government  fhare 
"  of  the  grain  in  the  diftrifts  affigned  to  him  by  the  Nabob,  and  faid 
"  to  be  forcibly  taken  from  his  people.** 

Mr, 


Mr.  Dalrytn*- 

pie's  minute* 


Carried'  for 
the  motion.. 

Mr.  Mackay  V 
motion  that 
the  Rajah  do 
account  for 
the  govern- 
ment fhare  ofi 
the  cro£.. 
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Debate. 


^ 


The    Prefi- 

dent's  minute 
andobje&ions 
to  the  mo- 
tions as  dia- 
metrically op- 
polite  to  the 
Company's 
orders,  and 
tending  to  in- 
troduce Ca- 
mera as  ma- 
nager for  Mr. 
Benfield  with 
the.  Rajah, 


Mr.  Mackay  for  the  motion* 

Mr.  Jourdan  for  the  motion* 

Mr.  Palmer  for  the  motion* 

Mr.  Stone  againft  the  motion* 

Mr.  Floyer  think?,  as  Mr.  Mackay*  who  has  made  the  motion,  tells 
the  Board>.  that  he  alludes  to  the  lafb  year's  crop,  which  has  been  align- 
ed to  Mr,  Benfield  by  the  Nabob  during  the  time  he  was.  in  pofieflion 
of  the  country,  that  juftice  requires  that  the  Board  fhould,  recommend 
to  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  to  caufe  to  be  reftored  to  Mr.  Bcnfield's  peo- 
ple fuch  property  as  has  been  faid  to  have  been  with-hekl  from  him. 

Mr.  Dalrymple  againft  the  motion. 

Mr.  Rufiell  againft  the  motion. 

Mr.  Brooke  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Dawfon  againft  the  motion. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Stratton  for  the  motion. 

The  Prefident  is  againft  the  motion,  becaufe  it  is  diametrically  op- 
pofite  to  the  orders  that  have  been  received  from  the  Company  by  the 
Grenville,  which  brought  their  commands  for  reftoring  the  Rajah,  and 
who  therein  declare,  tha,t  they  will.feVerely  punilh  every  military  officer, 
or  Company's  fervant,  who  fhall  in  any  refpeft  interfere  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Rajah's  government;  becaufe  he  fees  clearly  that  this  refolution 
of  the  Council  will  authorise  Mr.  Benfiqld  to  feqd.Comera,  the  Dubalh, 
to  tranfaft  his  affairs  wklv  the.  Rajah  o.f  Tanjore,  who  had  the  infa- 
lence  to  propefe  to  the  Rajah  the  renting  of  his  whole  country,  and 
to  declare  to  him  that  he  was  fupported  by  feven  members  >of  the 
3  Council  i 
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Council ;  and  who  further  told  the  Rajah,  hat  Lord  Pigot  would  re- 
commend an  Englilh  garrifon  to  be  placed  in  his  fort,  which  he  by  all 
means  difTuaded  him  from  admitting ;  and  moreover,  becaufe  this 
Comerah  told  the  Rajah,  that  Lord  Pigot  would  probably  advife  him 
to  depend  on  the  Company  for  the  proteftion  of  his  country,  which 
he  was  by  no  means  to  comply  with  -,  but  on  the  contrary,  to  reply, 
that  he  would  defend  his  country  in  the  fame  manner  as  his  father, 
and  that  he  did  not  want  fuch  afliftance. 

Carried  in  the  affirmative,  feven  to  five. 

Ordered,  That  Comerah,  the  Dubafh,  be  fent  for,  as  alio  fuch  perfons 
as  were  prefent  during  the  converfation  between  him  and  the  Rajah, 
as  related  by  Lord  Pigot,  in  order  that  they  may  be  examined  by  this 
Board. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  here  defires  it  to  be  inferted,  that  his  opinion 
of  the  Company's  orders  by  the  Grenville  is  very  different  from  that 
of  the  Prefident,  as  it  refpe&s  the  bufinefs  now  before  the  Board. 

* 
The  Prefident  recommends  to  the  Board  to  come  to  the  relblution 

he  propofed  to  them  at  the  beginning  of  this  debate,  and  which  he 

wiflied  to  have  had  confidered  before  the  firft  queftion  that  was  put  by 

Mr.  Mackay,  viz.  "  That  all  the  claims  of  Mr.  Benfield  are  private 

14  and  not  public  concerns." 

Mr.  Mackay  is  of  opinion,  that  the  claims,  fo  far  as  they  regard  Mr. 
Benfield  are  private ;  but  fo  far  as  they  regard  the  Nabob's  affign- 
ments  to  Mr.  Benfield  they  are  public. 

Mr.  Jourdan  is  of  the  fame  opinion  with  Mr.  Mackay. 
Mr.  Palmer  is  of  the  fame  opinion  with  Mr.  Mackay. 


Carried    for 
the  motion. 

Comerah  to 
attend  the 
Board. 


Sir  Robert 
Fletcher's  o- 
pinion  of  the 
Company's 
orders    per 
Grenville  dif- 
ferent from 
the    Prefi- 
dent's. 

The  Prefi- 
dent *s  quef- 
tion put  rela- 
tive to  the  na- 
ture of  Mr. 
Ben  field's 
claims. 


Mr.  Stone  is  of  opinion  they  are  of  a  private  nature. 

Rrr 


Mr. 


The     Prefi- 
dent records 
his    intended 
motion  for 
referring  the 
determination 
of   this   fub~ 
ject  to  the 
Court  of  Di- 
rectors. 
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Mr.  Floyer  is  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Benfield's  claims  were  undoubt- 
edly of  a  pnvate  nature,  but  from  intervening  caufes  are  now  become 
a  matter  worthy  of  public  confideration. 

Mr.  Dalrymple  is  of  opinion  they  arc  private  concerns* 

Mr,  Ruflell  is  of  opinion  they  are  private  concerns. 

Mr.  Brooke  is  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Benfield's  concerns  conlidered 
(imply  were  originally  of  a  private  nature,  but  by  the  change  of  go- 
vcrnment  in  the  Tanjore  country,  and  the  Nabob's  acknowledgment 
of  the  aflignments  to  Mr.  Benfield  to  this  Board,  they  are  now  be- 
come a  public  objedt  of  confideration  of  thr  Board. 

Mr.  Dawfon  is  of  opinion  they  are  of  a  private  nature. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  thinks  them  private  claims,  fo  blended  with  the 
affairs  of  the  Nabob's  government,  and  confequently  fo  connected 
with  the  interefrof  the  Company,,  that  they  become  in  fome  meafure 
claims  of  a  public  nature. 

Mr.  Stratton  is  of  opinion  that  the  claims  fo  far  as  they  relate  to 
Mr.  Benfield  are  of  a  private,  but  fo-far  as  they  regard  the  Nabob,  that 
they  are  of  a  public  nature; 

The  Prefident  is  of  opinion  they  are  of  a  private  nature. 

The  Prefident  acquaints  the  Board,,  that  heintended  to  have  followed 
the  above  motion  with  a  recommendation  that  this  matter  might  have 
been  referred  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  expreffed  in  the  motion  which 
he  now  defires  may  be  recorded,  as  one  he  intended  to  Rave  made, 
"  That  it  appears  to  this  Board,  that  Mr.  Benfield's  tranfaftions  with 
"  the  Country  Government  are  contrary  to  the  exprefs  orders  of  the 

u  Company* 
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u  Company,  and  that  any  interference  therein  may  raife  apprehenfions 
<c  in  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  tend  to  involve  the  Company's  affairs  on 
<c  this  coaft;  for  which  reafon  it  is  refolved  that  this  matter  be  refer-  ' 
<c  red  to  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Dire&ors." 


rV 


AT  A  CONSULTATION.    Prefent  as  before. 

MINUTE  delivered  in  by  Meflieurs  Stratton,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher, 
Brooke,  Floyer,  Palmer,  Jourdan,  and  Mackay. 

The  Governor- General  and  Council  have  required  of  this  govern- 
ment all  our  proceedings  that  relate  to  the  reftoration  of  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjore.  As  thefe  proceedings  do  not  fully  convey  the  idea  on  which 
we  affented  to  the  acceptance  of  the  four  Lacks  of  Pagodas,  and  as 
fome  of  the  members  exprefs  alarms^and  apprehenfions  at  the  late  refo- 
lution  of  Council,  we  judge  it  neceflary  to  enter  the  following  minute. 

Heretofore,  when  the  Nabob  refufed  to  admit  an  Engliih  garrifon  in- 
to Tanjore,  and  discovered  inftances  of  a  defire  to  give  the  Nabob  the 
management  of  the  Tanjore  fort  and  country  into  the  hands  of  his  fe- 
cond  fon,  a  majority  of  the  Board- deemed  that  a  meafure  which  might 
in  its  confequences  prove  dangerous  to  the  Carnatic  and  to  the  Com- 
pany's affairs.  They  reprefented  this  to  the  Nabob.  They  alfo  re- 
prefented  to  the  Company,  that  it  was  neceffary  the  Nabob  fhould 
be  limited  to  a  certain  number  of  troops ;  that  affignmeots  of  revenues 
fliould  be  given  to  the  Company  for  the  maintenance  of  the  troops  kept 
for  the  Nabob,  and  a  fum  of  money  depofited  to  enable  us  to  keep  the 
field  when  neceffity  fhould  require  it.- 

When  the  Company's  orders  arrived  "by  the  GrenviUe,  the  Board 
judged  it  a  favourable  opportunity  to  endeavour  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion, a  plan  for  the  better  eftablifhment  of  a  military  force  for  the 
general  defence  of  the  Carnatic  j  and  on  the  Prefident's  report,  we 

worts 


Monday,  1 7th 
June,  1776. 


Joint  minute 
of  Meflieurs 
Srratton,  &c. 
on  Mr.  Bcn« 
field's  claims* 


A. 


B. 
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wrote  to  the  Company  that  we  hoped  to  be  able  to  effe<5t  it.  The  fum 
offered  to  the  board  by  the  Rajah  in  his  letter  to  the  Prefident  appear- 
ing to  be  a  voluntary  offer,  and  nearly  his  proportion  of  the  general 
expenfes,  the  Board  was  glad  to  accept  ofit\  more  Specially  as  this  ftim  is 
much  lefs  than  the  Rajah's  former  military  charges  for  the  defence  of 
the  Tanjorc  country. 

When  Mr.  Benfield's  claims  were  cdnfidcrcd  on  the  29th  May  laft, 
it  was  carried  by  a  majority  againft  the  claimant  ;  but  on  the 
14th  inftant  it  was  reconfidered,  and  it  has  been  refblvcd  that  a  letter 
(hall  be  written  to  the  Rajah,"  explaining  to  him  the  Board's  opinion, 
that  the  government  fhare  of  the  crop  is  the  property  of  the  Nabob, 
and  that  they  recommend  to  him  to  reftore  to  Mr.  Benfield  the  grain, 
that  hath  been  faid  to  have  been  forcibly  taken  from  his  people ;  and 
to  fee  that  juftice  be  done  to  him  by  the  inhabitants. 

p,  It  has  been  urged  that  the  adjudging  of  that  crop  to  be  the  Nabob's 

is  improper,  becaufe  Mr.  Benfield's  claims  were  not  warranted  by  the 
Company's  orders ;  that  they  were  of  a  private  nature,  and  that  of 
courfe  the  Company  were  not  obliged  to  affift  him  in  the  recovery  of 
them,  and  that  fuch  interference  of  this  Government,  might  alienate 
the  mind  of  the  Rajah  and  irritate  the  Mar  rat  as,  &c. 

To  thefe  we  reply,  that  it  was  neceflary  to  determine,  whether 
the  Nabob  had  a  right  to  the  crop  on  the  ground,  for  this  was  tracing 
it  to  its  fource.  If  the  Nabob  had  no  right,  it  was  evident  that  the 
claims  on  that  crop  were  ill  founded  ;  if  he  had  a  right,  it  became 
incumbent  on  the  board  to  take  them  into  confideration.  The  poflef- 
D.  fion  of  the  country  gave  to  the  Nabob  an  undoubted  right  to  the 
revenue  from  the  day  of  the  capture  until  its  reftitution.  The  crop 
was  fown  during  that  time,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  defeftion  of 
the  inhabitants,  it  would  before  the  time  of  reftitution  have  been 
divided. 

Governments 
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Governments  do  frequently,  in  this  country,  mortgage  the  crop  as 
foon  as  it  is  fown,  and  fuch  mortgages  are  always  deemed  valid ; 
befides,  we  think  this  right  comes  within  the  Company's  orders  by 
the  Grenville.  The  loan  made  by  Mr.  Benfield  may  be  contrary  to 
the  orders  of  the  Board  1769,  but  thefe  had  been  deemed  of  fo  little 
force,  that  the  government  faw  them  daily  broken  through  without 
remark. 

The  Company's  orders  to  the  Selcdt  Committe  of  the  10th  April, 
177 1,  which  were  not  before  communicated  to  the  Board,  arofe  on 
complaints  from  the  Nabob  againft  Colonel  Wood,  and  other  officers 
in  his  garrifons,  for  lending  money  at  an  exhorbitant  intereft  to  his 
people  without  his  knowledge,  and  for  feizing  his  crops  on  the  ground  J^ 
before  his  revenues  were  collected,  as  will  appear  from  the  very 
paragraph  quoted  by  Mr.  Dalrymple,  the  explanatory  part  of  which 
he  has  thought  proper  not  to  introduce  in  his  minute;  it  is  the 
14th  paragraph  and  begins  thus  :  €€  We  wave  entirely  at  prefent  the 
cc  confideration  of  the  confequences  which  might  naturally  be  ex- 
cc  pefted  to  follow,  fhould  a  compliance  with  the  Nabob's  requeft,  to 
u  withdraw  the  Company's  troops  from  his  forts,  take  place,  becaufe 
"  we  are  not  at  all  difpofed  to  make  the  experiment ;  but  in  order  to 
u  convince  the  Nabob  that  our  troops  fhall  not  in  the  leaft  interfere 
w  with  his  revenues,  we  direft,  &c."  From  hence  it  appears  to  us, 
that  thefe  orders  were  intended  to  reftrain  the  officers  and  civil  fervants 
in  the  Nabob's  garrifons,  in  lending  money  in  the  manner  com- 
plained of  by  the  Nabob,  and  which  appears  to  us  in  no  refpeft 
fimilar  to  the  loans  made  by  Mr,  Benfield  ' 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Company  have  often  interefted  themfelves     p^ 
for  the  European  creditors  of  the  Nabob ;  that  they  diredted  the 
Board  to  endeavour  to  put  Colonel  Wood  on  the  fame  footing  with 
the  other  creditors >  and  that  in  the  inftance  of  MefTrs.  Charles  Smith 

S  s  s  and 
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q      and  Montfkton,  their  difapprobation  appeals  thkfy  agmaft  /Che  Ugh 

jate  of  intereft. 

x 

t 

Mr.  Benfield,  jointly  with  a'Soucar,  in  1773,  became  fecurky  to -the 
T5utchfor  afum  of  484,545 Pagodas,  mentioned  by  die  Nabob  in *ht$ 
treaty  with  them,  Ttfhich  was  laid  before  the  Board,  -and  the  Prefident 
made  the  following  minute  on  the  occafion  \  that  the  Nabob  4had 
informed  him,  cc  That  in  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation,  he  had  re- 
**  quelled  the  afliftance  of  Mr.  Benfield,  in  raifing  money  to  com- 
<€  ply  with  the  demands  of  the  Dutch,  and  that  the  Prefident  xhas 
**  reafon  to  believe,,  that  unlefs  Mr,  "Benfield  had  exerted  himfelf  in 
tc  this  bufinefs,  it  would  not  .have  been  in  the  "Nabob's  power  to  have 
X€  accommodated  matters  fo  foon  with  the  Dutch."  And  as  .the 
Dutch  refiifed  to  deliver  up  the  country,  in  their  poffefiioo,  and  as 
the  forcing  of  them  might  h&ve  been  attended  with  national  incon- 
veniences," the  loans  made  by  Mr*  Benfield  on  tha£  occafion  appear  to 
have  been  of  great  fervice,  both  to  the  Company  and  to  the  Nabob, 
and  to  have  .been  with  the  approbation  of  the  Board ;  and  the  filence 
of  the  Court  of  Direftors  thereupon  implies  their  approbation. 

Haw  could  we  then,  after  the  confideration  of  theft  circumftances* 
J#  with  any  propriety  admit,  that  thefe  ioans  were  contrary  to  the  orders  if -the 
Board  and  of  the  Company  ?  Befides,  the  late  Aft  of  Parliament  reftrain* 
only  the  rate  of  intereft,  and  does  not  except  to  the  condition  of  the 
borrower  ;  we  will  on  this  fubjeft  add,  that  we  think  fuch  loans  are 
not  a  prejudice,  but  an  advantage  to  the  Nabob's  government ;  it  is 
fupplying  him  with  money  at  a  lefs  rate  than  the  natives  will  do  ;  and 
as  all  Governments  at  times  require  money,  the  greater  the  number 
of  lenders,  the  more  readily  will  the  fums  requifite  be  raifed.  It  has 
been  faid  that  the  claims  were  of  a  private  -nature,  and  fo  it  muft  be 
confefted  they  .originally  wefe,  and  in-  their  original  fttte  the  Govern- 
ment might  intereft  itfelf  in  the.recovery  of  them  or  not,  as  might 

have 


« 

j 


f 
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Hunre&cefi  j*dgtd>prAperi;  but  die  late ich^agc  altered  tte  cdfe>  byrthe 
imamwrr  in  which  ~*be  'Prcfitiera:  4eiiMcnrd  the  Comitcy  rtoithe  R^jah, 
without  informing  him  of  the  claims  upen  Ik,  rwhiah  iie,cthe  Eyelid ent, 
had  been  made  acquainted  with,  as  fet  forth  by  Mr.  Benfield,  and  they 
•therefore -become  matter  of  a  pifbKc  nature. 

lit  is -now  fcfolved,  That  the 'Nabob  had  a  right  to  theorop ;  and  that 
the  daimant  'fhafl'be  -recommended  for  f  he  recovery  of  his  property; 
we  -will  -add,  *we  -always  confidered  that  the  matter  was  not,  'Wjiether 
Mr.  Benfield  had  broken  the  Company's  orders,  tout  whether 
Mr.  Benfield,  having  been  difpoffrfTed  of  his  property  by  the  late 
change,  his  daims  (hould  be  recommended  to  the  Rajah?  it  ap- 
peared -to  us  that  he  had  a  right  to  dilpofe  of  it ;  that  he  had  difpoled 
df  part  to  Mr.  Benfield ;  and  that  the  Rajah  on  the  late  change  got 
poffefljon  df  it  j  tfhich  were  our  feafons  for  giving  this  opinion. 

As  alarms 'and  apprehenfions  have  been  thrown  out,  that  dangerous     K. 
confequences  may  enfuefrom  Jhis:Jlep ;  we  fay,  we  mean  not  to  do  more  than 
recommend  to  the  Rajah  to3  fee  that  juftice  lbe  done,    leaving  the 
manner  and  time  to  himfelf,    and  we  have  not  an   idea,   that  this 
Government  ought  to  go  further  without"  orders  from  our  fuperiors. 

T  _  * 

It  has  been  "Aid,  that  charging  the  Tanjore  Country  with  a  fbm,  no 
lefs  than  30 JLadks  of  Pagodas,  will  greatly  impoverish  it.  We  never 
meant  that  the  Rajah  or  country  fhould  be  accountable  for  more  than 
the  government  fliare  of  the  .crop,  whatever  that  might  be ;  and  from 
fhe  Prefident's  report  of  the  Dobbeef's  information  it  was  only  about 
3  Lacks  of  Pagodas.  We  believe  that  the  Dobbeer  can  furnifh  this 
Board  with  every  account  that  refpedts  the  Tanjore  Country,  for  he 
was  the  principal  manager  when  it  was  in  the  Nabob's  pofleffion,  and 
he  is  continued  as  fuch  by  the  Rajah  fince  the  country  has  been 
given  up  to  him  5  and  though  the  Nabob's  people  may  have  taken 
away  the  Perfian  accounts,  yet  there  are  Gentoo's  Cadjans  conftantly     Vf 

kept 
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kept  in  the  feveral  villages,  which  we  understand  are  not  removed,  and 
may  be  referred  to  by  the  Amuldars,  moft  of  whom  are  continued  in 
the  feveral  Soubahs  or  diftrids. 


M. 


Mr.Jomdan's 

•minute  and 
flcetchofthe 
revenues,  and 
comparative 
contribution 
of  the  Affe- 
rent powers 
towards  the 

defence  of  the 

Caroatk. 


We  are  confident  that  the  evils  which  would  have  fallen  on  the 
Company  would  have  been  very  great,  had  the  Nabob's  right  been  de- 
nied, and  his  affignments  deemed  inadmiffible ;  it  was  by  the  Compa- 
ny's pofitive  commands  that  the  change  of  government  took  place, 
and  by  the  manner  in  which  thole  orders  have  been  executed,  an  indivi- 
dual has  been  difpoffeffed  of  his  property.  Suits  at  law  for  vtry  confi- 
derable  fums  might  have  enfued ;  where  they,  would  have  fallen, 
we  are  not  competent  in  the  law  to  determine  ;  whether  on  the  Com- 
pany, this  Board,  or  individual  members  j  but  of  this  we  are  clear, 
that  a  Britifh  fubjeft  ought  not  to  be  difpoflcflcd  of  his  property  but 
by  a  due  courfe  of  law.  The  Company  have  declared  they  will  not 
fupport  their  fervants  in  a&s  that  are  illegal ;  and  we  believe  they  would 
be  difpleafed  by  being  embarrafied  with  fuits  at  law  in  the  courts  of 
England,  efpecially  when  the  matter  in  difpute  may  be  fettled  here 
agreeably  to  the  rules  of  juftice,  and  the  cftabliihed  cuftom  of  the 
country.  If  the  Nabob's  right  to  the  revenues  had  been  denied,  thofe 
reveaues  muft  have  fallen  to  the  fhare  of  the  Rajah ;  who,  by  the  fame 
rule  of  reafoning,  would  have  been  authorifed  to  call  upon  the  Nabob 
to  refund  all  that  he  had  received,  which  would  have  entailed  on  the 
Company  inextricable  difficulties,  and  created  difcord  between  the 
Nabob  and  the  Rajah. 

In  order  to  explain  on  what  grounds  I  judged  it  confident  and  pro- 
per that  the  Rajah  (hould  not  only  pay  the  garrifon  of  Tanjorc,  but 
contribute  alfo  to  the  general  defence  of  the  Carnatic,  I  take  leave  to 
lay  before  the  Board  the  fubftance  of  a  fkctch  I  gave  to  Lord  Pigot 
foon  after  his  arrival,  of  what  I  hoped  might  be  eflfe&ed  for  the  fecurity 
and  advantage  of  the  Company,  the  Nabob,  and  the  Rajah. 


i 


I 


■ 

I 


t    «57    )  1 

£Wr*#  4^  A^  #*/<£*  Afttoftff  Jfaby  ftaHmeuts  of  Jttvttws  and  Exp&fis* 

As  the  intereft  of  the  Company  on  this  coaft  is  materially  connected 
with  that  of  the  Nabob  \  as  every  event  which  concerns  him  muft  be 
relatively  felt  by  the  Company  j  as  their  welfare,  will,  in  all  probabili- 
ty, keep  pace  with  that  of  the  Nabob  *  and  as  a  k>fs  of  influence  on  this 
Coaft  might  have  a  bad  efieft  on  their  affairs  in  general ;  it  may  be  pro- 
per, on  the  prefent  *  occafion,  to  take  a  view  of  the  (late  of  their  military     *  n.  b.  The 
expenfes   and  revenues  that  the  inconveniences  we  have  laboured     IJflo^tio^  °f 
under  may  be  removed*  and  a  more  folid  and  permanent  fyftem  be     Taajore! 
tftabliihed. 

To  cf&&  this,  an  increafe  of  troop*  is  not  only  neceifary,  but  alfo 
cflfe&ual  and  fecure  means  of  providing  for  their  maintenance,  which 
can  only  be  by  alignment  of  (he  produce  of  countries* 

-n-Ati    alteration    appears  necefiary,    and    the  prefent    con* 


|  jun&ure  feems  favourable  for  eftablilhing  a   fyftem  which  may  give 

felurity  to  the  Company  and  the  Nabob,  as  well  as  to  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjore  *  and  yet  place  the  Rajah  in  an  eafy  and  happy  Qtuatioo. 


The  outlines  of  fuch  a  plan,  would  be  for  the  Nabob  to  di (charge 
his  troops,  except  a  fmatl  body  of  cavalry  and  infantry  for  guards  for 
himfelf  and  family*  The  Company  to  raife  out  of  the  diibanded  troops 
fuch  .additional  force  as  may  be  judged  necefiary;  add  the  Nabob,  in 
confiderauon  of  the  Tanjore  Pcifhcafh  and  an  aflignment  of  revenues,  to 
the  amount  of  ■    to  be  eafed  of  all  military  cxpenfes  in  time  of 

'  peace.  The  Company  to  bear  fuch  part  of  the  expenfe  s  of  the  gene* 
ral  cftabWhment,  as  their  revenues  in  the  Carnatic  bear  to  thofe  of  the 
Carnatic*,  the  remainder  to  be  paid  by  the  Rajah  pf  Tanjore. 

T  s  t  The 
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The  redu&ion  of  the  Nabob's  expenfes  would  foon  extricate  Itfnv 
From  his  prefent  difficulties,  and  render  bimonc  of  the  moft  opulent 
Princes  in  the  empire, 

The  Company  would  be  eafed  of  part  of  the  prefent  heavy 
expenfes  of  the  Europeans ;  and  by  having  a  refpe&able  force,  and 
means  of  fupporting  it,  really  be  the  guardians  and  prote&ors  of  the 
Carnatic. 

The  Rajah  of  Tanjore  would  be  happy  in  having  the  Government 
reftored  to  him,  in  being  freed  from  the  apprehenflbns  of  the  Nabob,,, 
Hyder,  &c.  and  as  he  would  have  no  military  expenfes*  himfelf,  Jfe 
might  withweafe  be  prevailed  upon  to  alfign  countries  for  the  fupport  of 
his  quota* 

This  plan  does  not  adcord  with  the  ffrifl:  letter  of  the  Company's  or- 
ders ;  yet  it  differs  but  little  even  from  that,  and  fcems  to  correfpond 
with  the  fpirit  of  them  *  for  the  protection  of  the  Carnatic  is  the  firfl 
confideration,  or  the  fame  fpirit  that  di&ated  the  reftoration  of  the 
country,  would  have  ordered  it  unconditionally.  The  Rajah  has  long 
been  dependent  upon  the  Mogul's  Phoufdar,  and  contributed  in  time 
of  war  a  quota  of  troops.  In  1769,  the  Company  exprefled  their  dif- 
fatisfadtion  of  the  Rajah's  conduct  in  delaying  fo  long  to  fend  his  ca- 
valry, and  at  their  inactivity  when  they  had  joined  the  army,  and  em- 
powered the  felett  committee  to  call  him  to  account.  If  then  the  Ra-  . 
jah,  like  every  other  feudal  Prince,  is  to  furnifli  troops  in  time  of  war,. 
it  is  more  confident  with  the  fecurity  of  the  whole,  that  he  afiign  coun- 
tries for  payment  of  regular  troops,  than  to  depend  upon  his  irregulars  ^ 
efpecially  as  in  time  of  war  no  dependence  can  be  placed  on  receiving 
the  pay,  even  of  thefe  irregulars. 

It  was  on  thefe  confiderations  that  I  was  induced  to  think  the  fum  of 
four  Lacks, 'offered  by  the  Rajah,  acceptable,  as.aproportion  equal  to  his. 

4  revenue  j> 
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revenue ;  and  that  fuch  a  deviation  from  the  Company's  orders  was-  con* 
.fiftent  and  proper,  as  the  payment  of  troops  for  garrifoning  of  Tanjore 
was  far  lefs  than  he  ought  to  contribute  to  the  defence  of  the  Carnatic. 
Imuftadd,  that  after  defraying  all  the  Tanjore  expenfes,  the  overplus- 
ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  remain  in  depofit. 

Thus  much  I  have  written  tofliew  that  the  Rajah  ought  to  have  been 
required  to  contribute  four  Lacks  of  Pagodas,  or  more,  had  he  not 
offered  it  himfelf;  and  this  will,  I  hope,  enfure  the  approbation  of  my 
fuperiors  to  my  acquiefcence  to  this  meafure. 

The  Prefident  acquaints  the  Board,  that  on  Friday  night  he  ordered  a 
Council  to  be  fummoned  for  the  next  morning-;  but  on  hearing  that 
Mr.  Jourdan  was  gone  Jnto  the  country,  he  had  thought  proper  to  di- 
rect the  Secretary  to  fend  round  notice, .  that  their  meeting  .was  pod- 
poned  till  this  day  •,  when  at  a  full  Board,  he  might  move  the  following; 
queftion  : 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  that  the  letter  from  the  Nabob  to 
Sir  Edward  Hughes,  was  written  purpofely  to  create  animofity  between 
the  members  of  this  government. 

Mr.  Mackay  puts  his  negative  on  the  queftion,  and- will*  fend  Itt  his 
reafons  to  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  Jourdan  cannot  take  upon  himfelf  to  fay  that  the  letter  was 
written  .with  an  intention  to  create  animofity,  he  therefore  puts  his  ne- 
gative on  the  queftion,  and  will  fend  in  his  reafons  to  the  Secretary. 

« 

Mr.  Palmer  puts  his.  negative  on  the  queftion,  and  will  give  in  his 
reafons, 

Mr.  Stone  for  the  queftion -,  as  he  cannot  otherwife  conceive  why  the 
Nabob  (houldhave  introduced  a  matter  which  could  no  ways  concern 
himfelf,  and  which  he  muft  be  fenfible  could  not  fail  to  create  animo- 
fities  between  the  Prefident  and  the  members  of  the  Board* 


TheFrefi. 
dent's  quefti- 
on refpe&ing 
the  intention, 
of  the  Na- 
bob's letter 
to  Sir  Ed- 
wardHughes* 

Debate 
thereou.  • 


(  t*o  y 

*Tr.  Flayer*  The  nature  of  the  Nabob**  cotftphthit  tgftkilt  the  Right  Honourable 

JVefidt nt  not  being  now  tinder  cortfekration  of  the  Board,  I  €afi  only  ob* 
fcrve  upon  the  motion  before  us,  &at  the  Nab***,  fa  my  opinion,  bar- 
ing an  undoubted  right  to  lay  any  public  matter,  which  hit  Htghnefs 
may  deem  an  injury  to  himfelf,  before  any  fervant  of  the  Crtwo,  who 
.appears,  by  Sir  Edward  Hughes's  letter  to  the  Board,  properly  autho- 
rized from  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  grant  affiilance  or  advice  to 
the  Nabob,  or  any  other  Indian  Prince  rn  alliance  or  engagement  with 
the  Britifh  Crown,  or  with  the  Company.  And  the  Naoob  being  fa 
far  matter  of  his  own  conduit,  I  cannot  aflent  to  the  motion,  by  hazard- 
ing my  conjecture  upon  a  point,  which,  until  this  inftant,  I  have  never 
heard  that  it  proceeded  from  any  defire  of  xhe  Nabob  to  low  difcord 
among  the  members  of  this  Board. 

Mr.  Dalrymple  for  the  queftion. 

Mr.  Ruflcll  for  the  queftion, 

Mr.  Brooke  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  impoflible  to  give  a  pofitivfc  judge* 
ment  on  the  Nabob's  intention,  but  he  thinks  the  letter  has  fome  ap- 
pearance of  meaning  to  create  animofity. 


Mr.  Dawfon.  From  the  particular  circumftance  of  the  abufe 
his  Lordfliip  is  faid  to  have  made  ufe  of  againft  certain  members  of  tfee 
Board,  it  does  not  appear  fo  intended,  and  Mr.  Dawfon  muft  confefs  he 
was  much  hurt;  but  upon  reflection  he  determined  within  himfelf  that 
no  private  refentment  fhould  provoke  him  to  deviate  from  his  duty  at 
this  Board ;  he  is  therefore  for  the  queftion. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher.     It  is  impoflible  for  me  to  to  fay  that  I  think  • 
the  letter  was  written  purpofely  to  create  animofity  amongft  the  mem- 
bers of  this  government,  I  am  therefore  againft  the  queftion. 

Mr.  Stratton.    I  really  do  not  believe  that  the  letter  was  wrote  puf- 
pofely  to  create  animofity  amongft  the  members  of  this  government. 

The 


I 
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.  The  Prefident  is  of  opinion  that  the  letter  was  wrote  purpofely  to  erf- 
ate  animofity  amongft  the  members  of  this  government.  He  would  not 
willingly  think  fo  unfavourably  of  his  friend  the  Nabob,  for  he  will 
yet  call  hiro  fo;  as  to  beueve  him  capable  of  reprefen ting,  fears  when  he 
bad  none ;  but  when  the  Prefident  fees  the  Nabob's  name  figned  to  an 
Englifh  letter  which  he  ynjderftands  not  a  word  of,  when  he  knows  the 
mifcreants  he  has  in  his  Councils,  he  fliould  not  have  been  furprized  to 
have  found  that  letter  accufe  him  of  any  faults* 

The  Prefident  cannot  help  obfervingalfo,  that  the  Nabob's  letter  to 
Sir  Edward  Hughes  was  not  fent  until  a  week  after  the  vifit  he  had  the 
honour  tp-jiiake  his  Highnefjj,  and  in  the  intervening  time  that  hehacfc 
received  a  vifit  from  the  two  eldeft  fons,  with  a  meffage  of  compliment 
from  their  father.  ... 

•  •  •     .- 

.  Carried  for  the  queftion  by  the  President's  calling  vote.        - 

•        »  *       •  ♦  * 

After  fuch  ar  letter  as  that  written,  by  the  Nabob  to  Sir  Edward" 
Hughes,  and  after  the  fentiments  of  the  Prefident  expreflfed  in  reply  to 
Sir  Edward  Hughes*  as  .well  as.  what  pafledin  debate  upon  the  fubjedt, 
the  Prefident  doek  hope  the  impropriety,  nay  indecency  of  vifiting  the 
Nabpb*  tuider  fuck  circumftancesa  mud  ftrike  every  # member  of  the. 
Council'.  \  ... 


i  t 


j  . 


*  The Prdident  recommends,  that  agreeable  to  the  Company's  (landing 

orders,  no  member  of  the  Council  do  henccforth'vifit  or  correfpondby 

writing  or  by  meflaee  with  the  Nabob  or  cither  of  his  fons. 

p  -    •  °  ^  •  •  ■     »*  ■  **•         •    * 

-  The- Prefident  ii  itiofe  particularly  induced  tbiecomrriehd  this,  as  he1 
i»  informed  that  the  Nabob' has  been  made  acquamted'with  the  late  pro-' 
ctedirigs  ef  this  Board,  and  he  thinks  *it  very4mpToper  any-rncmbfer  of 

U  u  u  •:--th,e' 


The  Prefi- 
dent'sminute, 
explaining 
the  reafons  on 
which  his  mo- 
tion it  AnmcU 
ed. 


•     «   * 


Carried  for 
the  queftion. 

The  Prefi- 
denc's  motion 
againft  mem- 
bers of  Coun- 
cil rifitSug  the 
Nabob*.  .       » 


t  j.  .. 


•    •  i     * 


/ 


Mr.Mackay'f 

minute  a- 

gaiofttlwai** 

Ma. 
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t&c  Council  Ihould  be  Kablc  to  the  flighted  fufpicion  of  divulging  to 
the  Nabob  the  proceedings  of  this  government. 

I  put  my  negative  on  the  Prcident's  queftton,  becanle  I  think  the 
Court  of  Dfteftors  do  not  mean  that  the  Nabob  ihould  be  prevented 
from  feeing  any  perfon  whatever,  much  left  membem  of  this  govern- 
ment. I  conceive  tfeofe  orders  muft  only  mean,  that  all  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  Nabob  and  other  Country  Powers  on  their  affairs  Ihoukt 
be  carried  on  by  the  Prefident,  and  nothing  more;  I  apprehend  that 
making  an  order  now,  that  members  of  the  Council  ihould  not  vHfrthe 
Nabob,  would  be  extremely  improper,  and  more  efpecially  as  a  ecu  fa- 
fit t ions  from  the  Nabob  againft  the  Prefident  are  now  before  the  Board. 


Mr.Jounburt 
•pixuoo* 


Mr*  Psfocrt 

•pinion* 


As  I  have  not  vifited  the  Nabob  but  once  fince  -my  return  to  Ma- 
dras, and  1  have  no  intentions  of  vrfttinghim  ;  but  as  the  motion  im- 
plies a  fufpicion  of  members  of  this  Government,  1  objeft  to  it*  I  have 
aifo  objection  to  it  becaufe  the  Nabob  has  exprefied  alarms*  apd  thefe 
will  naturally  be  increafed  by  fuch  an  order. 

I  am  againft  the  motion*  as  I  look  upon  fuch  tefolution  as  in  the  Bigheft 
degree  reflecting  upon  the  members  of  the  Board;  who  if  they  capnot 
be  trufted  in  vifiting  the  Nabob,  are  not  worthy  of  a  feat  at  it.  I  do 
affure  the  Board >  notwithftanding,  that  I  will  be  the  firft  to  vote/or  p\^ 
nifliing  any  member  of  the  Board  who  {haLL  hold  any  illicit  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  Nabob. 


Mr.  Stone** 
•pi&ion* 


1  do  not  look  upon  the  Prefident's  motion  as  intended  to  convey  anjr 
imputation  on  the  members  of  the  Board,  but  merely  &  jfcew  the  im- 
propriety of  vifiting  the  Nabob  during  the  unhappy  differences  fobfift- 
feur  between  the  Prefident  and  the  Nabob :  1  am  therefor*  £&r  th«» 


mottoa 


Ithbfc 


(      2«3     > 

t 

I  think  thfc  motion  made  by  the  Prefldent  is  a  ftrong  Implication  of     Mr.  FloyetY 
his  fufpicion  of  the  members  of  this  Board,  particularly  as  it  is  fo  ibon     0*wmc** 
made  after  the  perfonal  mifunderftanding  which  appears  to  have  arifen 
between  the  Nabob  anctthe  Prefident,  and  therefore  am  of  opinion^  that 
this  is  a  very  improper  time  for  the  Board  to  ihut  up  the  kte  aocefs  to 
the  Nab6b,  and  am  therefore  againft  the  motion.    But  to  convince  the 
Preiident  that  I  am  on  this,  as  well  as  tra  alt  other  occaftons,  witting  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  may  lay  in  my  power,  our  giving  him  apy  eaufe  pf 
fufpicion  and  uneafinefs  on  the  prefent  occafion,  viz.  the  late  difference 
between  the  Nabob  and  him,  I  allure  his  Lordfhip,  that  under  this 
predicament  I  will  not  vlfit  the  Nabob,  nor  do  I  mean  on.  any  future 
occafion  to  vifit  him  without  the  Prefident*s  permiffion*    That  this  was 
jpy  rule  of  condudt  concerning  the  Nabob,  I appeal  to  the  Prefidept  . 
whether  I  did  not,  on  my  arrival  from  England,  inform  his  Lordfliip  th# 
I  had  received  a  meflage  from  his  Highnefs  requeuing  to  fee  me ;  but 
hearing  that  there  were  different  opinions  between  th*  Jiafcpb  and  die 
Council,  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  fend  ah  anfwer  to  tKc  meflage  un- 
til I  had  mentioned  it  to  his  LorAOrif,  *jho  tHewupqn  afitipg  fl^e  >e 
wilhed  I  ihould  go  to  him,  and  defired  I  would  return  ai>  anfwer  accord- 
ingly*   I  did  fo,  and  went;  and  it  is  the  only  time  I  have  vifecd  b**n> 
or  have  had*  correfpondence  with  his  Hi^frnef$  fince  pty  ^rriy^l  frpp^ 
England,  except  the  Nabobs  having  returned  my  vifit  ^ffiW  foy*  aftsf** 
wards,  when  I  lived  with  Mr.  Carvalhs  at  St*  Thome. 

I  give  my  vote  for  the  question,  becaufe  I  think  the  Cpnjpagy's  or-  Mr.  2>afry». 
den  require  that  no  perfon^  the  President  excepted^  be  permitted  to  pe«*p*«»- 
have  any  intercowrfe  wkh  the  Country  Powers  ;  aod  this  feep>»  to  be  not 
oo)y  the  general  fenrimeots  of  this  Prefiden^yr  ft?- apgeqr*  Hvvarjoyt 
parts  of  Fort  St*  George  Confutations  (vide  $tfe  November  1.769^  Pl)d 
3d  April,  i775)>  butalfo  of  the  fervice  in  ge$i$ral,  <(yid$  Geperal  Jit- 
ter from  Bengal  of  7th  December,  1775.)* 

Idiiolk 


Carried  for 
the  queftion. 

The  Presi- 
dent's minute 
of  the  caufes 
of  the  mifun- 
derftandings 
with  the  Na- 
bob, and  his 
roqtioi}  'fhat  ' 
he.be  advifed; 
to  remove  to 
Arcot. 


(464  ) 

I  (jhink  it.  incumbent  on  me  to  deqlare>  th*t  J  have  had  no  intcrcoujfe 
of  bqfipefc  with  the  Nabob  or  his  fonst 


*  ■ . 


.Mr.  Ruflell  is  for  the  queftion,  for  the  reafons  aifigned  by  Mr. 
Dalrymple.    ;  •'.;..      -..;«*• 


•  .  * 


•     » •  » » » 


Mr.  Brooke  is  for  the  queftion* . 

■ 

■     t 

"Mr.  Dawfon  is  for  the  queftion. . 


•  - 


»i 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher  is  againft  the  queftion,  for  the  reafons  afligned  by 
Mr.  Floyer.    , 


•     » 


.1. , 


# 


«-i  *  * 


Mr.  Stratton  is  'againft'  the  queftion,  for  the  reafons  aflignpd,  by  Mi*.' 


The  Prefidettt  is  for  the  queflttoiu 


•    - 


-    « 


-  Ctfrriett^for  th£  qtrifKon'  by  ;the  President's  carting  vote. 


I 


'  The  Pfefident  reprefents  to  the  Board  the  many  difficulties  "that  at 
tend  the  conftant  refidence  of  the  Nabob  within  the  Company's  bounds^.* 
from'the  fr^cjUeUt  a&s  Committed,  which  are  ihcompatijble  with  our 
laws. 


..r 


"  Inftance*  6f  murder, :  imprisonments,  thefts,  tdrtures, .  and  fuch 
like  offences^  cdmtriitted  by  the  Nabob's  people,  whereiri  the  interTe-' 
ren'ce  of  this  Government  is  iridifpenfably  neceffary,~'hTive  already  hap- 
pened in 'the  ;fhoft  time  the  Prefident  has '"been  here1:  he  Ihbuld  ill 
defente  the  truft  repofed  fn  him  if  he  let  informations  of  fuch  Vriature. 
pafe  uimdtked,  and  if  he  is  not  paffive  the  Nabob  will  ever  think? 
his  dignity  hurt.  ~  *:* 


• » 


Another 


*  (    *6$    ) 

Another  inconvenience  arifes  from  the  (bit?  in  the  Mayor's  Court 
againft  the  Nabob's  family  and  attendants,  which  occafibn '  applica- 
tions that  muft  lay  the  Prefident  under  the  greateft  embarraffmenu 

The  Nabob  has  not  mentioned  it  in  his1  letter  to  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  but  the  Prefident  knows  well,  he  was  moft  chagrined  at  the 
?refident*s  having  releafed  feme  children  ftokn  by  a  Moorman^ 
formerly,  if  nor  at  prefent  in  the  Nabob's  fervice,  and  who  was  ftopt 
hthe  Company's  bounds,  but  conveyed  away  by  the  Nabob's  officers 
into  his  Highntefs's  country,  and  thereby  has  eluded  the  juftice  of 
the  EagHlh  laws :  of  ]thefe  children  hineteen  <w&re  token  from  the 
Tanjore  country,  one  from  St.  Thome,  and  two  from  Cuddalore* 

4 

\ 

The  Prefident  being  defirous  to  to  avoid  every  occafion  of  giv- 
ing di^guft  to  the  N^bob,  and  as  rircumftances  muft  occur  daily 
to  incrtafe  his  difcontent -whilft  he  remains  here,  the  Prefident  pro- 
ptfes,  as  the  moft  effedrual  method  to  prevent  thefe  mifiraderftandings, 
that  it  be  recommended  to'  the  Nabob  to  refide  at  Aicot* 


Mr.  Mackay  againft  the  queftion. 

Mr.  Jourdan  againft  the  queftion. 

Mr.  Palmer  is  againft  the1- queftion,  a*  the  Nabob's  refidence  here 
is  attended!  with  great  advantages  to  the  Company ;  and  that -flick  a 
fteji  wduld  greatly  tend  to  increafe  and  heighten  the  jeakmfies  that 
already  fiihffift  between  the  NifeoB  ind  this'  Government* 


Debate. 


Mr.  Stone  for  the  queftion. 

Mr.  Floyer  againft  the  queftiori*,  for  the'rtafons  nowlafftgned. 

I   am    of    opinion,    that-many-  ihconveniences   might*  arife    to 
the  Company's   affairs1  if  this  third    motion  of   the  Prefident,    re- 

X  x  x  '  fpeding 


Mr.  Floyert 
minute. 


L 


>  (    z66  ,  ) 

fpe&ing  the  Nabob's  removal,  takes  place,  -and  cannot  perceive 
one  good  end  it  can  poffibly  anfwer»  I  will  fuppofe,  for*  a  moment, 
that  the   Board  does,  recommend  to  the  Nabob  to  remove  himfelf 

* 

and  family  to  Ajrcot,  and  that  the  Nabob  fhould  not  acquiefce  therein: 
Can  it  be  the  intention  of  this  Board  to  force  him  to  a  compliance  ?  Or 
will  the  Board  be  fatisfied  with  his  refufal  ?  1  will  venture  to  offer  k 
ras  my  opinion,  that  the  Board  cannot  in  this  inftance  be  justified  in 
ufing  compulfatory,  meafures  ;  and  that  k  is  not  his  deiire  to  re- 
move from  his  prefent  place. of  refidence,  where  he  has  been  for  many 
years,  I  think  is  evident  from  his  making  no  preparations,  that  I  cao 
hear  of,  for  the  removal  of  himfelf  or  any  part  of  his  family. 

Muft  it  not  appear,  not  only  to  the  Nabob  but  to  the  whole  world,  that 
in  confequence  of  the  late  unhappy  mifunderftandings  between  him 
-and  our  Right  Honourable  Prefident,  we  are  become  diftruftful  even  of 
one  another ;  and  that  we  are  inclined  to  offer  indignity  to  his  perfon, 
whenever  he  may  think  proper  to  differ  from  the  Board  in  opinion 
upon  any  matter  which  may  concern  himfelf  or  his  Government  .MiVillk 
not  tend  to  difguft  him  againft  the  Company's  Government,  andhelg 
*  to  alienate  that  ftrong  friendfhip  and  alliance  'which  has  fo  long  happily 
fubfifted  between  the  Company  and  his  Highnefe  ?  And  here  my  at- 
tention is  more  particularly  called,  by  adverting  tp  the  two  motions 
which  have  this  day  been  carried  by  a  majority  of  the  Board,  viz. 
That  his  letter  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes  was  purpofely  written  to  create 
.  animofities  among  the  members  of  the  Board,  and  the  prohibition  laid 
upon  its  members  from  vifiting  or  holding  any  intercourfe  with  the 
Nabob.  For  thefe,  and  many  other  reafons,  with  which  I  will  not  take 
up  the  Board's  time  at  prefent,  I  am  againft  the  motion.  ! 

Mr.  Daliym-         I  am  for  the  queftion,  becaufe  I  think  it  will  tend  to  put  an  end 
pic's  minute.     to  ajj  animofities  between  the  Company's  Government  and  the  Na- 
bob ;  will  not  only  obviate  all  the  difficulties  complained  of,  but  be 

i  extremely 


*-  _ 


(    *«7    > 

• 

extremely  beneficial  to  his  country;  which,  from  what  I  have  fcen  of 
ir,  is  in  a  very  niifcrable  ftate.  At  the  fame  time,  I  can  by  no  means 
confider  this  recommendation  as  compulfatory  on  the  Nabob  ;  but 
only,  tftat  if  he  docs  think  proper  to  remain,  he  moft  not  complain  of 
the  regular  courfe  of  juftice  taking  effedt  :  nor  do  1  think  this  bv 
anv  means  can  be  underftood  to  refufe  the  Company's  protection  to 
the  Nabob  in  cafe  of  war  or  danger. 

Mr.  Ruflell  is  for  the  queftion,  because  he  thinks  Durbar  politics 
to  have  been  almoft  the  only  fource  of  the  diflcntions  that  of 
late  years  have  prevailed  ar*  this  Board,  and  will  ever  be  fo  while 
the  Nabob  refides  among  us. 

Mr.  Brooke  againft  the  queftion. 

Mr.  Dawfon  for  the  queftion. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher.  When  I  confider  tire  friendfhip  fubfifSng 
between  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  and  the  Nabob,  and  his 
Highnefs's  ctofe  connection  with  the  Company  and  the  Engliih  Nation 
in  general,  I  IhouW  think  nayfelf  extremely  criminal  if  I  were  to 
give  my  aflent  to  the  motion  :  I  am  therefore  entirely  againft  ir, 
and  if  it  fliall  be  carried  in  the  affirmative,  I  will  deliver  in  further 
rcafons  in  a  written  diffent. 

Mr.  Stratton  againft  the  queftion* 

The  Prefident  for  the  queftion* 

Carried  againft  the  queftion,  feven  to  five- 


Sir  Robert 

Fletcher's 

minute 


Carriedagainff    • 
the  quefton.> 


Yyj 


At 


(    268     ) 


AT    A    CONSULTATION,    21    June,    1776. 

PRESENT, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefident. 

George  Stratton  Sir  Robert  Fletcher, 

Henry  Brooke, 

Claud  Ruflcll  Alexander  Drlrymple 

Charles  Floyer  John  Maxwell  Stone  • 

Archdale  Palmer  Francis  Jourdan 

George  Mackay. 

Mr.  Dawfon,  abfent. 
Minutes  of  laft  Confutation  read  and  approved. 

THE  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  a  draft 
of  a  general  letter,  which  he  has  prepared  to  go  to  the  Court  of 
Directors  by  a  French  fhip,  which  will  fail  in  a  few  days  from  Pondi- 
cherry. 

<fo  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  DireBors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable  the 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Eajl- Indies. 

Honourable, 

■  * 

^   c    Cm  i.   WE  have  received  your  commands  of  the  2;th  November,  and 

Draft  ot  a  J  +>  ' 

general  letter  i  ^th  and  22(1  of  December  hft.  The  Royal  Henry,  Captain  Rous, 
tte Prefident  arrived  the  lft  of  May,  and  failed  the  13th  of  June  for  China.  The 
tobefemto^  ^  Greenwich  arrived  the  2d  of  June,  and  failed  the  15th  of  June  for 
JXretfors.  Bengal.     The  Fox,' Granby,  and  Camden,  arrived  the   1  ith  of  June, 

and  the  Sandwich  the  19th,  the  four  laft  mentioned  are  now  in  our 

road  delivering  their  Cargoes. 

2.    By 


J 


(     a«9    ) 

2.  By  private  advices  from  Bombay,  we  learn  that  the  Grenville 
may  be  expedted  here  in  the  beginning  of  July,  to  d.  liver  feme  pepper 
(which  we  fhall  fend  to  China)  and  to  take  in  fome  bales  for  England, 
Jiaving  now  two  cargoes  remaining  in  our  warchoufes. 

3.  Should  your  Honours  have  received  a  fhort  letter  we  wrote  you 
the  14th  May,  you  will  be  furprized  to  find,  that  the  whole  of  your 
Prefident's  conduft  during  the  time  he  was  at  Tanjore,  has  been  fince 
difapproved  of  by  a  majority  of  Council.  By  the  Grenville  we  fhall 
tranfmit  to  your  Honours  our  proceedings  complear,  in  the  mean 
while,  \ye  think  it  neceflary  to  fay  fomcthing  on  the  iubjtdt  of  our 
divifions. 

4.  We  ehclofe  a  letter  from  Mr.  Paul  Benfield,  dated  29th  May, 
upon  which  it  was  tfyat  day  refolved,  That  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore 
being  put  in  full  pofleffion  of  his  country  by  the  Company's  exprefs 
orders  ;  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  that  it  is  not  in  their  power  ro 
comply  with  Mr,  Benfield's  requeft  in  any  ref|>edt ;  thofe  claims  on 
individuals  which  bear  the  appearance  of  having  no  connection  with 
Government,  not  being  fufficientiy  explained  to  enable  the  Board  to 
form  an  opinion  thereon,  and  rhe  alignments  of  the  Nabob  not  being 
admiffible. 

5.  A  Member  of  Council,  then  in  the  majority,  defired  this. matter 
might  be  reconfidered  at  the  fucceeding  Council,  and  when  it  was  re- 
confidered a  majority  voted  that  the  refolution  of  the  29th  May  lhould 
not  be  confirmed ; 

Which  was  followed  by  Mr.  Mackay's  introducing  on  the  14th  June, 

thefe  motions  :    ill  "  That  it  is  the  opinion-  of  the  Bojrd,  that  the 

€*  Nabob   had  a  right  to  the  government  lhafe  of  the  crop  in  the 

11  Tanjore  country,  the  produce  of  grain  fown  during  the  time  it  was 

u  in  his  pofleffion,  and  that  any  mortgages  he  may  have  giuen  on  .the 

u  fame  are  good/' 

2d.    "That 


(     *7°    ) 

id.  "  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  to  inform 
u  him  of  the  above  r«/ohitL>n  of  the  Brard,  and  to  recommend  to  hitn 
"  to  give  to  Mr.  Ben  fie  Id  all  ccafuoable  affiftance,  in  recovering  fuch 
4i  ckbfs-  db  appear  to  be  julliy  due  to  hhii  from  the  inhabitants,  as  well 
4<  as  to  reftwrc  to.  him  the  grain  of  Lif;  year,  which  was  in  pofTcffiou  of 
ffc  his  people  and  laid  to  be  ioicl  ly  takxa.  from  them." 

3d.  "  That  it  be  farther  recommended  to  the  Rajah-,  to  account 
"  with  Mr.  &nfi.'ld  for  the  government  (hare  of  the  grain,  in  the 
*'  A'.&iiLk*  aligned  to  him  by  the  Nabob,  and  faid  to  be  forcibly  taken 
44  from  his  people." 

Thefe  Motions  being  fevecally  put  to  the  vote,  paffed  in  the  affir- 
mative, viz. 

For  the  ^tuft'on*  *  dgainjl. 

Mr.  Macfcay  Mr.  Stone 

Mr.  Jourdan  Mr.  Dairy mple 

Mr.  Palmer  Mr.  Ruffell 

Mr.  Floyer  Mr.  Dawfon 

Mr.  Brooke  The  Prefident 
Sir  Robert  Fletcher 
Mr.  Stratton 

6-  We  enclofe  your  Honours  a  paper  delivered  into  confutation* 
the  10th  June  by  Mr,.  Dalrymple,  containing  a  fummary  account  of 
what  had  paffed  upon  the  fubjedt,  together  with  another  paper  deli- 
vered in  the  17th  by  Meflieurs  Statton,  Sir  Rober  Fletcher,.  Mefirs* 
Brooke,  Floyer,  Palmer*  Jourdan,  and  Mackay* 

« 

7.  We  alfo  tranfmit  to  your  Honours  a  letter  we  have  received  from 
the  Governor-General  and  Council  of  Bengal  with  our  reply  thereto* 

8.  The  Nabob,  on  the  3d  June,,  addreffed  a  letter  to  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  copy  whereof,  together  with.  Sir  Edward  Hughes's  letter  to 

us. 


I 
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Vs.  aivd  our  aftfwer,  comes  enclofed.  The  Nabob's  letter,  which  is 
written  in  Englifh^  and  to  which  he  has  put  his  fignature,  was  voted  in 
confultation  the  17th  inftant,  to  have  been  written  purpofely  to  create 
animofity  between  the  Members  of  this  Government.  The  Prefident 
then  gave  in  the  following  minute. 

tc  After  fuch  a  letter  as  that  written  by  the  Nabob  to  Sir  Edward 
"  Hughes,  and  after  the  fentiments  of  the  Prefident,  expreffed  in  the 
"  reply  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  as  well  as  what  pafiefd  in  debate  on 
*c  the  fubjeft,  the  Prefident  does  hope;  the  impropriety,  nay  the  inde- 
*€  cency  of  vifiting  the  Nabob  under  fuch  circumftances,  muft  ftrike 
**  every  Member  of  the  Council/' 

X€  The  Prefident  recommends,  that  agreeable  to  the  Company's 
w  (landing  orders,  no  Member  of  the  Council  do  henceforth  vifit,  or 
"  correfpond  by  writing,  or  by  mefiage,  with  the  Nabob,  or  either  of 
«  his  Sons." 

"  The  Prefident  is  more  particularly  induced  to  recommend  this,  as 
*  he  is  informed,  that  the  Nabob  has  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
€s  late  proceedings  of  this  Board  ;  and  he  thinks  it  very  improper,  any 
Member  of  the  Council  fhould  be  liable  to  the  flighteft  fufpicions,  of 
u  divulging  ta  the  Nabob  the  proceedings  of  Government." 


9.  Your  Prefident  is  of  opinion,  that  unlefs  means  are  taken  to  pre- 
'  vent  Europeans  from  having  connection  and  correfpondence  with  the 
;                    country  government,  in  money  matters  as  well  as  others,  your  affairs 

will  ever  be  fubjedt  to  embarraflment. 

10.  Your  ftanding  orders  pofitively  prohibit  all  money  tranfadtions 

with  the   country  governments ;  but  fome  Members  of  the  Council 

think  thefe  orders  no  longer  in  force,  being  fuperfeded  .  by  the  A&  of 

Parliament,  which  your  Prefident  cannot  admit, 

Zz  z  11.  The 
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Remarks  of 
Sir  Robert 
Fletcher 
thereon. 


The  PrdU 
dent  moves 
that  it  fiiaU 
be  fent. 

Mr.Afockay'a 
opinion. 


1 1  .  The  conftant  u(age  of  the  fervice  was,  that  all  intercourse,  and 
correfpondence  with  the  country  powers,  was  carried  on  by  the  Prefi- 
dent  alone ;  this  feems  to  be  confirmed  particularly,,  by  your  commands 
of  the  22d  March,  1771,  paragraph  2,  and  of  25th  March,  1772^ 
paragraph  64 ;  but  at  prefent,.  almoft  every  man  claims  a  right  of  fuch. 
intercourfe  with  the  country  powers  as  he  thinks  proper* 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  remark*,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  laft  Cbuncifc 
are  mentioned  in  the  above  letter,  but  as  thofe  proceedings  have  not- 

w 

yet  been  approved  at  the  Board,  and  as  he  has  fomething  further  to- 
offer  on  the  fobjeft  of  them,,  he  is  of  opinion  they  cannot  with  pro^ 
•yriety  be  introduced  in  the  prefent  letter,  and  that  no  part  of  them 
flxould  go>  unlefs  the  whole  could  be  fent  compleat*. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Frefident  then  moves>  that  the  ibttc* 
which  he  has  prepated*  be  Jent  to « the  Court:  of  Directors** 

1 

Mr.  Mackay  thinks  the  fetter  ought  not  to  go  to  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, without  the  proceedings  go  with  it^  as  otfaerwife  it  will  be  a- 
partial  reprefcntation.  k  will,,  in  his  opinion,  be  fully Sufficient  and:? 
more  .candid,  if  the  Board  only  tell  the  Honourable  Cpurt  by  this  -con- 
veyance, that  as  they  have  reafon  tO'  believe  repreientation)  will  go* 
from  the  Nabob*  and  from  others*  of  the  prefent  difpuces^  they  hope 
the  Court  of  Dire&ors  will  fufpend  their  judgment  till  they  fee  the 
whole  proceedings,  which  will  be  fent  them,  by  the  Grenville.,  He- 
can  have  no  objection  to  the  firft  part  of  the  letter  being  fent,  viz*  as- 
far  as  the  words*  "  remaining  in  our  warehoufes.,>^ 


Mr.  Jour- 
dun's  opinion* 

Mr.  Palmer*s 
opinion. 

IVlr.  Srone> 
opinion. 


Mr.  Jourdan  of  the  fame  opinion  with  Mr*.Mackay.. 
Mr.  Palmer  of  the  fame  opinion  with  Mr  ..Mackay* 
Mu  Stone  thinks* the  letter  flioukl  go* 


Mr* 


k* 
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Mr.  Floyer  think*  the  letter  Ihould  not  go,  and  will  deliver  a  minute 
on  the  fubjedt. 

Mr.  Dalrymple  is  of  opinion  the  letter  fhould  go  ;*t  the  fame  time  if 
there  are  any  other  papers, .  which  may  be  thought  neceflary  by  any 
Member  of  the  Board  to  give  a  fair  fiate,  he  ihould  be  for  thofe  papers 
being  alfo  fent.. 


Mjr.  Floyer*** 
opinion* 


Mr.  Dalrym— 
pje's  opinion^ 


Mr.  Ruffeil  is*  of  opinion  the  letter  fhould  go,,  though  he  ihould  be  Mr.  RiiflclP* 

glad  if  the  whole  proceeding?  could  be  prepared  in  time  to  accompany  it.  °Pimon* 

Mr*.  Brooke  thinks,  that  if  it  is  neceflary  to  touch  upon  thofe  fub-  Mr.  Brooked 

jeds- which  have  produced  the  unhappy  differences  at  the  Board,  the  opinion^ 
wliole  of  the  proceedings  fhould  go. 


♦ 
Sir  Robert  Fletcher  has  no  objection  to  the  letter,  a*  far  as  the  word 

coa$Rte9  in  the  3d  paragraph,  but  he  objefts  to  the  reft  going  at  this 

tfane,  becaufe  he  thinks  it  only  a  part  of  a  great  deal  of  matter,  by  which 

it  is  impoffible  for  the  Company  to  form  an  impartial  judgment.. 

•  •  ... 

Mr..Stratton  of  the  fame  opinion*. 

The  President  w-of  opinion  thatthe  letters  flioukl  go,  and  as  he  can- 
i%ot  haVe  the  concurrence  of  the  majority  of. the  Council,  ,  he  proppfes  to 
kfrom  himfelfi 


Refolved, .  by  a  majority  of  feven  to  four,  that  the  letter  prepared 
kyth&Prefident  be  not  fent  from  the. Board*. 


Sir  Robert 
FletcherV 
opinion*  - 


Mr.  Strar*- 
ton;0  opinion? 

The  Prefi- 
debt's  opir 
nion.  He  pro- 
ppfes to  fend  ' 
if  from  i»im«  - 
fclf- 
Carricd 
agginil  thr.: 
motioa*- 


At 
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Monday, 
44th  June 


The  Pre- 
iident's 
addition  to 
the  draft  of 
the  general 
letter. 


AT    A   CONSULTATION,    24  June,    1776. 

■ 

PRESENT, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefident. 
George  Stratton.  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

■  Henry  Brooke 

Claud  Ruflell  Alexander  Dairy  mple 

Charles  Floyer  John  Maxwell  Stone   • 

Archdale  Palmer  Francis  Jourdan 

George  Mackay. 
Mr.  Dawfon  indifpofed. 

The  minutes  of  laft  confutation  read  and  approved. 

The  Prefident  acquaints  the  Board,  that  on  the  2  2d  inftant,  the 
draught  of  the  letter  which  he  had  laid  before  the  Board  at  the  laft 
confutation  was  difpatched  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  together  with  the 
following  addition  An  his  own  name,  as  per  following  lift* 

1 2. The  foregoing  is  the  draft  of  alette*  which  I  propofed  to  be  writ  ten 
to  your  Honours  from  your  adminiftration  here,  but  the  majority  of  the 
Council  not  confenting  thereto,  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  tranfmicic 
to  you,  and  (hall  add,  that  was  I  fenfible  any  part  of  my  conduit  fines 
my  arrival  here  had  been  improper,  I  would  acknowledge,  and  endea- 
vour to  re&ify  it.  But  I  am  perfuaded  I  have  done  my  duty,  and  my 
duty  only. 

13.  The  execution  of  your  orders  concerning  Tanjore  has  given 
infinite  fatisfa&ion  to  the  natives  in  general :  the  Nabob  was  certainly 
not  plcafed,  but  I  am  convinced  he  would  have  acquiefced,  had  he  not 
keen  milled  by  evil  counsellors, 

a  14th. 


1 

j 
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14.  The  letter  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  in  which  fuch  apprehen- 
fions  are  exprefled  of  danger  to  the  Nabob's  perfon,  was  not  lent  till  a 
week  after  the  vifit,  which  it  is  pretended  gave  rife  to  thofc  apprehen- 
fions,  and  in  the  interval  I  received  a  vifit  from  the  Nabob's  fons,  with  a 
meflage  of  compliment  from  their  father.  The  Nabob  is  perfe&ly  fen- 
fible  that  his  whole  dependence  is  on  your  protection  ;  and  I  am  under 
no  doubt  that  I  can  be  on  good  terms  with  him  whenever  I  pleafe  :  but 
I  think  it  more  for  your  dignity  and  intereft,  that  the  Nabob  fhould  firfl: 
become  fenfible  of  the  impropriety  of  his  con  dud,  in  placing  his  truft 
in  men  who  have  as  little  regard  for  his  intereft  as  they  have  for  yours. 

15.  I  will  go  on  as  1  have  begun,  ftrongly  recommending  every 
meafure  that  appears  to  me  proper,  and  refolutely  maintaining  that 
nothing  fhall  be  done,  which  in  jroy  opinion  may  involve  your  af- 
fairs in  difficulty, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greateft  refpeft, 

Honourable, 

Your  moft  faithful, 
Fort  St.  George,  and  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

*2d  June,  1776.        ..  P  I  G  O  T. 

LlST.cf  the    PACKET. 

No.  1.     Draught  of  a  letter  propofed  by  the  Prefident  to  be  written      Lift  of  papers  ' 
by  the  adminiftration   here,  followed  by  a  letter  from  the  Prefident      ttewrith! 
to  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Dire&ors* 

2.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Paul  Benfield,  dated  29th  May,  1776. 

3.  Copy  of  a  memorandum  delivered  by  the  Dobbeer  to  Lord 
Pigot  atTanjore. 

4.  Copy  of  Mr.  Dalrymple's  minute  given  ia  the  10th  June. 

4  A  5.     Copy 


Mr.  Brooke's 
additions  co 
his  opinion 
delivered  re- 
fpetting  the 
Nabob's  let- 
ter to  Sir 
Edward 
Hughes* 
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5.  Copy  of  a  minute  by  Mr.  Stratton,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  Msflrs. 
Brooke,  Floyer,  Palmer*  Jourd&n  and  Mackay,  delivered  in  17th 
June. 

6.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor -General  and  Council  of 

Bengal,  dated  15th  May,   1776. 

7.  Copy  of  a  letter  to  Bengal,  in  reply  to  the  foregoing,  dated 
13th  June. 

8.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  dated  3d  June,  1776*. 

9.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Nabob  to  Six  Edward  Hughes,  dated 
3d  June. 

10.  Copy  of  atranflation  of  a  letter  from  the  Nabob  to  Lord  Pigot, 
dated  26th  May,   1776. 

1 1 .  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Prefujent  ami  Council  to  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  dated  3d  June,   1776. 

12.  Copy  of  Sir  Edward  Hughes's  reply,  dated  3d  June. 

13.  The  Prefident's  explanation,  in  confutation  6th  June,  of  & 
complaint  made  in  the  Nabob's  letter  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes. 

14.  Opinion  of  Mr.  Mackay  in  cotqigltation,  17th  June,  1776, 
concerning  the  meaning  of  the  Company's  orders  prohibiting  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  Country  Government,  and  of  Mr.  jQalrymple  in 
reply  thereto* 

Mr.  Brooke  defires  that  the  following  naay  be  infcrted  in  this  day's 
proceedings,  as  an  addition  to  his  opinion  on  the  Prefident's  firft 
queftion  the  17th  inftant,  beginning  from  "  To  create  animofity,"  in 
that  part  wherein  it  is  faid  our  Prefident  "  Has  thrown  out  reflections 
on  fome  of  the  members  of  this  Council." 

Sir 
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C* 


t£ 
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Sir  Robert  Fletcher  delivers  in  the  following  remarks  on  Mr.  Dak 
rymple's  minute,  entered  the  ioth  inftant, 

In  the  third  paragraph  of  Mr.  Dalrymple*s  minute  of  the  ioth  in- 
ftant,  he  mentions  the  "  .delujive  promifes  and  profejfions  from  Chepauk  " 
and  fays,  cc  he  is  convinced  the  view  (at  the  Durbar)  was  to  protraft/ 
&c."     And  in  the  fourth  paragraph,,  he  fays,  "  Another  member  of  / 
"  the  Board,  who  now  expreffes  his  aftonijhment  that  any  man  in  his 
fenies  could  ever  have  expefted  the  Nabob's  confent,  at  that  time  ob- 
jefted  to  precipitancy,  obferving  that  a  month  more  would  be  well 
beftowed,  if  by  that  delay  the  Nabob's  confent  could  have  been  ob- 
**  tained."     Mr.  Dalrymple  fhould  have  explained  the  delujive  promifes 
to  which  he  would  feem  to  allude,  and  if  he  means  to  be  underftood, 
he  ihonld  explain  to  the  reader  whether  the  delay  to  obtain  the  Nabob's 
confent  goes  to  the  delivery  of  the  fort  or  of  the  country  of  Tanjore ; 
for  as  nothing  of  this  kind  appears  on  our  records,  it  is  impoflible  for 
Mr.  Dalrymple  to  be   underftood  by    any  man  who  (hall  read    his 
minute.     The  only  guide  for  the  reader's  judgment  is  the  records. 
There,  I  believe,  it  will  be  found,  that  the  Nabob  did  very  early,  in  a 
public  letter  to  the  Board,  fhew  his  inclination  to  admit  a  Company'* 
garrifon  into  the  fort  of  Tanjore;  but  faid  he  never  could  confent  to» 
deliver  up  the  country  to  the  Tanjore  Rajah. 


Remarks  of. 
Sir  Robert 
Fletcher  on 
Mr.  Dairy  m- 
pie's  minute 
or'tbe  ioth*. 


Jx+~ 


It  has  been  faid*  the  Nabob  made  the  fame  declarations  at  that  time 
in  his  letter  to  the  King's  Minifter  and  Chairman  of  the  India  Compa- 
ny ;  I  am  fure  thofe  declarations  correfpond  entirely  with  what  the  Na- 
bob faid  to  me  when  I  advifed  him  to  follow  the  line  of  the  Company's 
jorders..  I  am  ready  to  bring  evidence  to  the  Board,  that  he  invariably 
.held  the  fame  language  with  others  ;  and  fince  his  condu&  ultimately, 
appears  to  me  to  be  confiftent  with  thofe  afler'ionsjj.do  not  know  what, 
Mr.  Dalrymple  means  by  dilufive  promifes** 


B:. 


E  believe 
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I  believe  J  am  the  member  of  the  Board  alluded  to  in  the  fourth  pa- 
C.      ragraph;-for  I  remember  having  lately  expreffed  the  afionijhment  Mr. 
Dairy mple  therein  fets  forth  ;    and- 1  did  fo  for  the  above  reafons.     It 
is  not  candid  to  fay  that  I  objected  to  precipitancy  \  for  1  could  not  ob- 
ject to  that  which  I  imagined  could  not  exift*     I  had  no  hopes  of  the 
Nabob's  ever  confenting  to  give  up  the  country  to  the  Rajah,  and  there- 
fore precipitancy  could  never  enter  into  my  mind.     But  when  the  Prefi- 
Qm      dtnt,  who  was  empowered  by  the  Board  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs  with  the 
Nabob,  told  us  that  he  ft  ill  had  hopes  of  obtaining  the  Nabob9 s  confent, 
I  did  for  that  reafon  fay,  that  a  month  more  would  be  well  bejlowed,  if  by 
that  delay  the  Nabob's  confent  could  be  obtained. 

p  Delays,  refpe&ing  the  admiffion  of  the  troops  to  garfifon  Tanjore,  I 

ever  declared  myfelf  againft ;  but  that  difficulty  once  removed,  it  was 
of  no  confequence,  in  my  opinion,  whether  the  country  was  delivered 
over  to  the  Rajah  a  month  fooner  or  a  month  later,  further  than  related 
to  the  fituation  of  the  Rajah  himfelf,  and  to  the  execution  of  the  Compa- 
ny's orders  by  the  Gentlemen  appointed  a  Committee  of  Circuit,  fincc 
they  were  not  to  leave  the  Prefidency\intil  the  execution  of  the  orders 
refpe&ing  Tanjore. 

j}^  In  the  13th  paragraph  of  Mr.  Dalrymple's  minute,  he  feems  to  lay 

great  ftrefs  on  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  Board,  "  that  it  was  proper 
4€  and  necejfary  for  the  Prejideni  to  go  to  Tanjore.9* 

j£  With  refpedt  to  myfelf,  I  thought  that  meafure  neither  proper  or  w- 

ttjfory*  as  will  appear  from  the  following  minute  which  I  had  prepared 
in  the  beginning  of  March,  and  fliewn  to  the  Prefident  and  other  mem- 
bers long  beforethe  25th,  theday  on  which  the  refolution  was  taken,  viz. 

Since  the  Nabob  does  not  cbufe  to  put  his  troops  under  our  manage- 

— ,       ment  in  the  manner,  and  upon  the  terms,  we  have  given  the  Company 

•      reafon  to  hope  he  would  do,  and  as  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  Rajah 

a  of 


1 


1 

\ 
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of  Tanjore  appears  to  be  inconfiftent  with  our  orders  from  England  by 
the  Grenville,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  officer  commanding  in  Tanjore  G. 
fhould  be  immediately  direEtcd^  to  make  the  Rajah  acquainted  with  the 
Company's  orders ;  and  to  explain  to  the  Rajah,  that  the  force  we  re- 
quire him  to  affign  a  part  of  the  Tanjore  revenues  to  pay,  is  twenty  fqua- 
drons  of  cavalry,  confiding  of  200  native  troops  each  ;  three  battalion* 
of  native  infantry,  of  700  each  •,  and  three  Companies  of  European  ar- 
tillery, of  100  each.  This  is  the  force  I  would  prefcribe  to  the  Rajah. 
I  think  it  is  a  force  not  inconfiftent  with  the  orders  of  the  Company, 
J  and  I  think  we  cannot  with  lefs  undertake  the  defence  of  the  Rajah, 

his  family,  and  his  country. 

When  the  Rajah  lhall  have  agreed  to  the  conditions  of  his  reftora-      tj 
tion,  and  fettled  the  neceffary  alignments  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
troops  conformably  to  fuch  instructions  as  the  Board  may  fend,  I  think 
Lrieutenatit-Colonel  Harper  (hould  then  have  orders,  at  the  head  of  the 
Englilh  troops,  to  declare  the  Rajah  to  be  reftored  to  his  country,  ob-      T 
ferving  every  ceremony  fuitable  to  the  occafion,  and  paying  him  every 
military  honour,  except  fuch  as  we  obferve  to  our  Royal  Matter  and 
the  Princes  of  the  blood. 
• 

Had  the  Nabob  complied  with  our  defire  of  putting  his  troops  un-  tr 
der  our  management  in  the  manner  fct  forth  in  our  general  letter  by  the 
Ankerwyke,  a  deputation  from  the  Board  might  have  been  neceffary ; 
but  fmce  the  Nabob  declines  to  follow  the  advice  given  him,  and  fince 
the  time  preffes  for  the  execution  of  the  Company's  orders  in  the  nor- 
thern Circars,  by  which  we  fhall  lofe  four  of  our  prefent  members,  I 
think  it  altogether  unneceffary  to  fend  any  deputation  to  Tanjore.  '  v 

My  opinion  is  clearly  (hewn  in  the  above  minute ;  but  when  the  re- 
port Jiad  fpread  all  over  the  country  that  the  Prefident  would  cetfainly 
go  to  Tanjore,  that  he  had  actually  ported  Palankeen  Boys  on  the.road, 

f  The  word  JirefUd  is  not  In  the  original. 

4  B  and 
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and  made  the  neceflary  preparations  for  his  journey,  I  did  not  cBufe  to 
thwart  his  Lordlhip  in  a  meafure  which  he  feemed  refolved  upon  ;  and 
for  this  reafon  Qiily,  I  confcfs,  I  agreed  to  his  motion  for  his  going  •,  but 
if  his  Lordlhip  had  thought  proper  to  make  the  Board  acquainted  with 
the  ftring  of  motions  he  had  in  his  hand,  inftead  of  collecting  the 
votes  upon  the  firft  before  we  were  informed  of  the  fecond,  and  upon 
the  fecond  before  we  knew  of  the  third,  and  fo  on  *  I  fay,  if  his 
Lordftiip  had  been  obliging  enough  to  lay  the  whole  before  us  at  once, 
my  vote  upon  his  firft  quefiion  (and  I  believe  others  as  well  as  mine) 
iwould  have  been  a  direft  negative;  and  this  I  think  is  evident  from  the 
diflenta  entered  againft  the  proceedings  of  that  day* 

|^  In  the  15th  and  17th  paragraphs  Mr.  Dalrymple  fays,  The  refolution 

of  the  Board  the  29th  May  unanimoujly  confirms  the  propriety  of  the  or- 
der given  to  Captainr  Mackenzie,  under  which  it  is  aflerted  by  Mr. 
Benfield  that  his  property  was  feized.  I  declare  now,  as  I  did  in 
the  debate  on  the  29th  May,  that  I  imagined  Captain  Mackenzie's 
battalion  marched  to  the  fouthward  merely  as  an  efcort  to  Lord  Pigot 
and  it  was  not  until  fete  in  May  that  I  obferved  the  refolution  as  it  ftands 
refpefting  that  battalion  on  the  proceedings  of  the  25th  March ;  but 
taking  the  refolution  as  it  ftands,  and  the  vote  upon  it  on  the  29th  May,* 
as  it  is  faid  to  relate  to  the  order  given  by  Lord  Pigot  at  Tanjore  to  the 
officers  of  that  battalion,  fureJy  no  inference  can  follow  that  it  was  the 
idea  of  any  member  of  the  Board,  on  the  2  5th  of  March,  that  that  batta- 
lion Ihould  enable  the  Rajah  to  colleR  any  revenues  which  were  the  private 

jq^  property  of  another,  and  which  ought. not,  I  think,  to  have  been  trani- 
ferred  with  the  dominion  of  the  country  y  and  rf  there  really  was  no 
grain  to  feize,  under  the  authority  of  this  military  order,  which  could 
legally  be  faid  to  belong  to  the  Rajah,  to  what  purpofe  could  the  mi- 
litary  order  tend,  or  how  was  the  officer  to  adt  under  it  ? 

I  do  not  recoiled  any  thing  elfe  in  Mr.  Dalrymple's  minute  (for  I 
write  from  memorandums)  which  requires  a  ferious  anfwer  from  me. 

I  remember 


(    *8t     ) 

I  remember  indeed  his  argument  and  his  inference  refpe&ing  the  infor- 
mation which  I  gave  the  Board  upon  the  fubje&  of  Governor  Verelfl 
and  the  Armenians ;  but  here  I  lhall  only  fay,  that  the  argument,  the 
inference ,and  the  principle  from  which  they  flow  appear  to  me  to  be 
equally  deferving  of  notice. 

As  this  minute  is  to  go  to  Bengal,  and  as  I  have  mentioned  in  it  the 
defign  of  the  Board  to  prevail  upon  the  Nabob  to  give  up  his  army 
to  be  paid  and  commanded  by  us,  and  to  aflign  a  part  of  his  revenues 
for  that  purpofe,  as  is  particularly  fet  forth  in  the  paragraph  which  the 
Prefident  laid  before  us,  by  the  general  letter  by  the  Ankerwykei  I 
think  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  me  now  to  declare,  that  if  any  part  of 
the  influence  or  authority  of  this  government  has  been  ufed  to  induce 
the  Nabob  to  yield  to  that  plan^  contrary  to  his  own  free  confent,  I 
think  altogether  unjuftifiable,  and  contrary  to  the  Company's  pofitive 
commands ;  and  that  I  may  be  clearly  underftood  upon  this  fubjed,  I 
lhall  beg  leave  to  quote  the  following  extracts  from  the  records  which 
appear  to  me  to  be  diredly  in  point. 

Extraft  of  a  feparate  General  Letter  from  this  Pr  efidency  to  the  Court  of 

DireftorSy  dated  &tb  March,  1769. 

K  fC  IT  cannot  be  neceflary  to  ufe  many  arguments  to  prove, 
that  the  power  which  is  to  dire&  the  meafures  fhould  know  the 
means ;  but  whilft  thofc  means  lie  fo  much  in  the  Nabob  as  they  muft, 
we  are  in  a  thoufand  inftances  liable  to  difappointments  and  impedi- 
ments. *Tis  with  relu&ance  we  fay  even  thus  much,  becaufe  we 
cannot  propofe  a  remedy,  for  there  is  no  medium.  The  Nabob  muft 
be  Nabob  or  nothing :  that  is  to  fay,  he  muft  have  the  fole  manage- 
ment of  the  countries,  and  the  revenues  and  refources,  or  they  muft 
be  wholly  in  the  Company.  In  the  firft  cafe,  we  forefee  dangers 
threatening  on  all  fides  in  which  the  Company  muft  neceflarily  be 

involved  i 


'  / 


V  * 


(  ***  ) 

involved ;  in  the  latter,,  the  Nabob  would  be  certainly  drove  to  the 
lafl:  defpair :  for  it  is  not  to  be  conceived  how  greatly  his  jealoufy 
and  apprehenfions  have  increafed  fince  the  Company  have  aflumed 
the  power  in  Bengal ;  and  yet  fuch  a  fyftem,  until  the  affairs  of  the 
Carnatic  could  be  put  upon  a  more  refpe&able  footing,  by  the 
reduftion  of  the  debts  and  incumbrances,  would,  we  are  confident, 
produce  far  greater  advantage  and  happinefs  in  the  end  to  the  Nabob 
and  his  fairiily,  than  the  courfe  he  has  hitherto  taken  and  no  doubt  will 
purfue.  If  what  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  offer  oh  this  fubje&  is  ' 
conceived  in  general  terms,  without  defcending  to  particular  diftances, 
it  is  becaufe  we  are  fearful  of  enforcing  what  would  not  dnly  give  us 
great  pain  to  execute,  but  perhaps  draw  on  us  imputations  we  do  not 
deferve  and  wi(h  to  avoid.  We  fhall  therefore  on  this  fubjeft  only 
add,  that  in  olir  conduct  towards  the  Nabob,  we  fhall  carefully  avoid 
giving  him  any  caufe  of  difguft,  but  fhall  neverthelefs  urge  him 
m  the  warmeft  manner  to  fuch  meafures  as  fhall  appear  to  us 
heeeffary." 

3.  cc  Now  that  we  are  drove  to  the  laft  exeremity,  and  that  the 
Nabob  fees  his  danger,  he  has  engaged  to  procure  both  the  cavalry 
and  the  means,  as  has  already  been  taken  notice  of  in  our  addrefs  of 
this  date,  and  on  his  performance  refts  all  our  hopes;  but  we  are 
forry  to  fay,  that  in  this,  as  in  all  his  undertakings,  we  have  our 
doubts.  Had  we  not  received  from  Bengal  very  large  fbpplies  of 
money  far  beyond  our  expettation,  we  muft  long  ago  have  funk  under 
the  burthen  of  thifc  war,  to  the  charges  of  which,  the  ordinary  re- 
venues are  very  inadequate ;  fince  then  it  is  evident,  that  even  thofe 
revenues  are  in  time  of  war  very  precarious,  and  by  the  ravage  of  a  few 
horfc  may  in  a  gl-eat  meafure  fail ;  fince  it  is  equally  certain,  at  leaft 
we  believe  fo,  that  Bengal  may  be  as  liable  to  this  misfortune  as  the 
Coaft  i  we  hope  your  Honours,  will  not  think  us  too  prefuming,  if 
we  humbly  offer  to  your  confideration,  the  fatal  ebniequenecs  that 
may  attend  your  pofleffions    in  India,   if  a  fufficient  fund  be  not 

raifed 


railed  and  always  kept  in  referve  at  each  of  yoiit.  Prefidfcfltie  v  to 
anfwer  the  extraordinary  Charges  of  war,  in  cafe  the  ordinary  revferiue* 
fhould  fail.  We  forefee  the  great  diftrefs  that  muft  attend  your  affairs 
at  home,  fhould  your  inveftment  be  flopped  or  even  curtailed  in 
order  to  form  fuch  referves >  but  in  our  humble  Opinion,  the  queftion 
is,  Whether  it  were  better  to  do  fo,  or  to  expofe  the  whole  to  the 
moft  dangerous  nfque  ?  upon  which  flibjedt  we  *  earneftly  rcqueft  your 
full  and  clear  fentiments  and  orders/' 


Extra  ft  from  the  Company's  Letter  to   the  Commiffioturs  in   India, 
1  Q.2&  March,    1770. 

•  30*  "  It  is  with  the  utrnoft  concern  that  we  read  the  advices  of  our. 
lite  Governor  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  relative  to  the  Nabob 
of  Arcot.  -We  allow  their  fentiments  on  the  critical  fituation  of  his 
affairs  .with  the  Company  to  be  but  too  j lift,  and  the  conclufkms  theyT 
have  made,  to  be  fuch  as  prefcnt  appearances  warrant  them  to  draw 
therefrom.     Sorry  are  we  to  be  obliged  to  add,  it  appears  to  us  that 

* 

<He  imprudent  and  impolitic  fchemes  engaged  in  and  purfued  by 
f  hemfelves,  have  eventually  increased  the  Nabob's  debts  and  hcigfcteaed 
his  diftrefles  to  fo  great  a  degree,  that  it  is  become  necd&ry  in  their 
opinion,  by  fome  means  or  other,  to  became  poflefled  of  fuch  a  mode 
or  meafure  of  power  over  the  Nabob's  revenues,  which  though  it 
might  perhaps  operate  immediately  in  favour  of  his  creditors,  con- 
sidered fimply  as  fuch,  could  fcarce  fail  alfo  of  being  produ&ive  of 
events,  which  might  iflbe  in  the. total  annihilation  of  all  our  intcreft 
and  influence  in  the  Carnatic." 

31.  "  When  we  refleft  on  the  long  experience  we  have  had  of 
Mahommed  Ally's  faithful  attachment  to  the  Englifh  Company,  we 
are.  furprifed  at  the  idea  entertained  by  the  Governor  and  Council, 
in  their  letters  of  the  8th  March,  and  27th  June,  1769,  to  reduce 
him  to  a  mere  nominal  Nabob. 

4  C  The 
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'  j*.  *  The  fknftion  of  the  treaty  xif  Buit  *y  ^W?h  W^ttF  puMfe 
^h  became  the  guarantee  of  the  N*fcab'$  $i*fo  .  t$l  h*<*f  litdc  nie 
to  liim,  if  notorious  infringement*  pf  the  oughts  *od  powers  ufually 
inherent  in,  and  depen<tait<>n  filth  tftkfe  fhpuid  be  %  w  countenance^ 
and  permitted  to  take  fAlfiS."  .: 

3  j.  "  The  vaft  f^ma  which  thejtfabob  owee  the  Company,  spd  thfi 
diftant  and  uncertain  prolpe<5t  of  payment,  while  the  Nabob's 
revenues  are  wholly  in  his  own  hands  and  under  his  own  manage* 
ment,  are  the  reafons  urged  for  adopting  a  new  plan,  or  making 
fotfx?  Material  alterations  ib  our  prefem  Cyftem  of  policy  with  the 
Nabob  ;  but  as  we  conceive  it  will  bfe  'extremely  difficult  to  make  an 
experiment  of  this  kind,  (and  of  the  utility  of  the  fchemc  we  can  only 
judge  by  experiment)  without  making  lbch  tftfcdvcty  of  oof  ijtfcn- 
rfons,  as  would  probably  defray  all  the  Nabob's  Confidence  in  u«* 
which  feems  but  too  much  wakened  already,  and  alio  naturally  fend 
to  confirm  the  fufpicions  of  all  ibch  country  {popery  wholly  htiYG 
itoeivefd  unfavourable  imprefltoMConcerntqgas.6i(>m  the  trft&Awtf 
at  Bengal,  we  cannot  think  it  prudent,  or  owfelve*  ijf  any.  means 
warranted  again  to  alarm  the  inhabitants  of  India  by  attempts  of 
this  nature,  more  efpecially,  as  pbrfeaps  we  might  thereby  ajft  in- 
volve oufichnep  in  the  vfciy .  di&^eeable  neceffity  of  anfweong,  at 
feme  futrire  period,  for  the  mft*&ioi)  of  a  public  treaty  and  the  con- 
fbquence*  thereof." 

After  an  attentive  perufal  of  the  above  records,  I  fear  1  went  too  for 
in  giving  nty  aflent  to  the  paragraph  alluded  to  in  our  public  leper  by 
the  Ankerwyke ;  but  as  to  our  rights  tojfa*tf4he'ftabob  to  compliancer 
Qs  in  any.fenfe  of  the  wordy  I  mull  fay,  I  think  it  would  be  the  extreme  of 
p  oppreflion.  For  the  Nabob  is  the  acknowledged  mailer  of  his  country, 
and  we  have  no  better  title  to  command,  and  to  pay  his  forces,  than  we 
bave  to  prefs  Jiim  to  give  up  the  management  of  his  collections  for  the 
means  of  paying  them. 

In 


(  *«*  ) 

In  ftoiFpricR,  Jwwevcr,,  ibe  nature  of  the  Company's  alliance  with 

the  Npbob  affords  *s  a  ;uft  plea  to  interfere,  even  with  a  degree  -of 

fytborky.     We  ;m#y  difpute  his  right  to  entertain  Britilh  fubje&s  wkh- 

out  o*  r  previous  confent,  becaufe  it  is  a  breach  of  the  implied  treaty 

fuhCfyug  between  hi  ax  and  the  Company.    If  he  maintains  a  larger 

force,  afdded  to  our's*  than  is  neccflary  for  the  defence  of  the  Carnatic, 

we  (nay  remoter  ate.     If  their  cxpenfe  (hould  be  fo  $reat  as  to  difable 

fcicn  to  difcharge  his  debts  to  the  Company,  we,  I  think,  have  a  right 

to  demand  their  reduction,  becaufe  their  continuance  is  incompatible 

with  our  prior  mghtt.    If  he  Ihould  employ  his  forces  in  any  fervice 

which  may  endanger  the  Carnatic  or  involve  him,  and  of  tpurfe  the 

Company  in  a  war,  we  have  a  right  to  require  him  to  recall  them, 

becaufe  having  unified  his  intereft  with  our's,  he  ought  not  to  expofe 

both  to  danger  without  ouc  concurrence.     Many  other  caufes  may  be 

fuppofcd,  which  may  alio  be  re&lved  by  the  lame  principle.    Bur  this 

tviU  never  juftify  us  in  diverting  him  of  the  command  of  his  own  troops, 

nor  will  any  order  of  the  Company,  that  I  have  ever  heard  of,  bear  us 

harmlefs  for  fuch  a  proceeding. 


Mr  Jourdan  delivers  in  the  following  minute  on  the  Prefident'a 
fecond  queftion,  the  17th  inftant. 

>  *  • 

,  Ijfofiogt  in  April  17759  alTemed  to  the  order  for  preventing  Euro* 
p*ans  fropi  vifiting  the  Nabob  for  a  certain  time,  and  having  fince 
efeljqAed  to  a  motion  of  the  Prefidenr  for  preventing  the  Members  of 
she  Cowfilfrwn  vifittQg  the  Nabobs  &c.  to  preferve  that  confiftency 
of  cpwtoft  I  tmfk  to  tbferve,  I  take  leave  to  remark,  that  when  Mr 
Wynch»4*  27751  jpropofed^  resolution  referred  to,  there  was  a  mat- 
ler  (kerned  of  great  vitnp*ryyaGe  before  the  Board,  and  on  that  account 
I^reed  to  U»  but  it  w*s  a  general  prohibition,  and  not  confined  to, 
or  refletfiog  on  Members  of  the  Government.  They  were  with  the 
confent  of  the  Prtfident,  permitted  to  viftt,  and  fome  did  -,  but' what 
good  confluences  refultcd  from  the  order  ?— The  communication 

was 


Mr.Jotrrd«i*s 
minute  on 
tkePrefi- 
denc'i 
itfpe&mg 
intercottna 
with  the 
Nabob. 
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was  broken,  the  Nabob  and  his  fons  vifltcd  General  Smith,  and  his  (ins 
vifited  others.  When  Sir  Rober  Fletcher  verbally  defired  this  order 
might  be  revoked,  I  readily  confented;  becaufe  I  judged  it,  from 
what  I  have  already  mentioned,  inefficient  to  anfwer  the  end  pro- 
pofed.  I  have  in  addition  to  fay,  that  the  prefent  is  not  a  general  pro* 
hibition,  but  one  evidently  leveled  again  ft  Members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, founded  upon  fufptcion;  and  that  the  former  difference  with 
the  Nabob  was  on  a  fubjeft,  deemed  by  a  majority  of  importance 
to  the  Company  ♦,  but  that  the  prefent  cafe  does  not  appear  to  me  to 
be  in  the  lead  fimilar  to  it.  I  know  of  no  public  difpute  with  the 
Nabob;  I  know  it  is  an  event  to  be  wifhed,  that  all  the  troops  in  the 
Carnatic  fliould  be  under  the  management  of  the  Company  :  but  I  well 
know,  that  1  never  confented  that  the  Prefident  fhould  do  more  than 
by  perfuafion  and  reafon  to  bring  the  Nabob  to  approve  of  it ;  for  al- 
though I  confidcr  the  Nabob,  by  his  connection  with  the  Britifh  nation, 
hi  a  certain  degree  dependent  upon  them,  I  think  he  has  rights  inde- 
pendent of  them. 


Mr.  Mac- 
kay's  miftute 
on  tkc  Prefi- 
dent'* motion 
lefpe&ing 
the  Nabob's 
letter  to  Sir 
Edward 
Hughe*, 


Mr  Mackay's  minute  on  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident's  firft 
motion  on  the  17th  inftant,  entered  in  confultatipn  24th  June.  . 

I  put  my  negative  on  this  motion,  becaufe  from  what  the  Prefident 
has  acknowledged,  the  Nabob,  in  my  opinion,  had  fufficient  reafon  to 
complain  ot  him  *,  and  therefore,  giving  it  as  the  opinion  of  the  Board, 
"  That  the  letter  was  written  purpofely  to  create  animofity  between 
"  the  Members  of  Government/0  is  both  unjuft  and  injurious  to  the 
Nabob,  becaufe  the  Prefident  being  aceufed  in  that  letter,  makes  him, 
in  my  opinion,  a  party  concerned  ;  and  therefore  fuch  a  motion  comes 
from  himfclf  with  great  imptopriety,  nor  ought  hf ,  in  my  opinion,  to 
have  voted  on  it,  had  it  come  from  another.  The  motion  is  carried 
by  the  Prefident's  cafting- vote,  though  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  Mem- 
ber's for  the  queftion,  I  mean  Mr,  Brooke,  appears  doubtful 


Mr. 


• 
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Mr.  Mackay's  minute  oh  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident's 
fecond  queftionon  the  17th  inftant  entered  the  24th  June. 

That  I  may  not  be  thought  inconfiftent  in  the  opinion  I  gave  as  a 
Member  of  the  Board,  1  beg  leave  to  explain  my  motives  for  having 
voted  in  Confultation  3d  April,  17755  "That  no  perfon  (that  is  a 
c<  European)  ought  to  be  permitted  to  go  to  the  Nabob  while  the  pre- 
"  fent  bufinefs  is  in  agitation,  more  particularly  members  of  the  Board ;" 
and  for  having  put  my  negative  at  the  laft  Confultation  on  the  Pre- 
fident's  fecond  motion,  viz.  "  That,  agreeable  to  the  Company's  (land- 
c*  ing  orders,  no  Merhber  of  the  Council  do  henceforth  vifit,  or  cor- 
"  refpond  by  writing,  or  by  mefiage,  with  the  Nabob,  or  either  of 
«  his  fons.M 


Mr.  Mac- 
kay's  minute 
in  explana- 
tion of  his 
opinion  gi- 
ven refpeding 
intercoufe 
with  the 
Nabob. 


When  the  Nabob  laft  year  wanted  to  give  Tanjore  to  his  fecond 
fon,  Ameer  Ul  Omrah,  a  great  majority  of  the  Board  were  of  opinion 
that  fuch  a  meafure  might,  in  its  confequences,  materially  affeft  the 
intereft  of  the  Company ;  and  therefore,  in  a  letter  from  their  Prefi- 
dent,  reprefented  their  apprehenfions  to  the  Nabob,  and  requefted  of 
him  not  to  put  Tanjore  in  the  pofleffion  of  his  fecond  fon  for  reafons 
fet  forth  in  that  letter.  But  the  Nabob  not  paying  any  regard  to  the 
reprefentations  of  the  Board,  and  the  Prefident  being  of  opinion  that 
the  Nabob  was  advifed  to  behave  in  that  manner  by  fervants  of  the 
Company,  and  by  other  Europeans  who  had  free  accefs  to  the  Durbar, 
the  abovementioned  rcfolution  of  the  3d  of  April  was  paffed  by  all  the 
Board  except  three  members  :  not  that  the  majority  believed  it  would 
anfwer  any  end  or  purpofe  for  the  good  of  the  fervice,  but  it  ferved  to 
exprefs  their  difapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  any  of  the  fervants  of 
the  Company,  who  (hould  vifit  the  Nabob  whilft  he  continued  at  vari- 
ance with  the  Company's  Government,  on  matters  folely  relating  to 
the  Company,  The  prefent  difpute  between  the  Nabob  and  the  Pre- 
fident, on  matters  in  which  the  Company's  intereft  does  ftot  appear  to 
me  to  be  any  ways  concerned,  will,  1  flatter  myfclf,  appear  fa  totally 

4  D  different 
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Mr.  Palmer 
fubfcribes  to 
thcreafoos 
ciren  by  Mr. 
Matkay. 


Mr.  Dalrym- 
>le*s  minute, 
with  extracts 
ef  letters  to 
and  from 
England, 
regarding  the 
intercourfe  of 
individuals 
with  the  Na- 
bob* 


Mr.  Stone's 
leply  to  fome 
pinutes  oa 


different  to  the  Court  of  Directors  from  what  pafied  Ikft  year,  thaf  I 
fhall  ftand  acquitted  to  them  for  my  prefent  opinion;  I  will  adefi 
befides,  that  the  Prefident's  motion  is  founded  on  a  (landing  order  of 
the  Crimpany,  whfch  does  not  exift  in  the  rfaanner  cspreffed  in  &e 
motion. 

Mr.  Palgier  fubfcribes  to  the  reafons  given  by  Mr.  Mackay  in  his 
aforegoing  minute,  for  putting  his  negative  on  the  ftrft  and  fecond 
queftion  of  the  Prefident  on  the  17th  inftaat. 

Mr.  Dalrympte  defires  that  the  following  be  entered  as  an  addition: 
to  his  minute  delivered  in  the  10th  inftarit. 

Since  giving  in  my  minute  of  the  roth  June,*  I  find' feme  other 
parts  of  the  records  relative  to  the  fame  fubjedt*  viz*.  Letter  to  Eng- 
land 29th  September,  1770,  latter  part  paragraph  19.  "  Mr.  Johnfon,. 
"  who  tiotwithftan&ing  he  is  Included  in  the  getleral  prohibition,  for- 
«  bidding  all  perfons  living  vmder  the  Company**  £rotedtt6n  from  haw 
"  ing  any  tranfa&ions  with  the  Nabob,  is  neveithel*fs } frequently  wit!* 
u  him,  in  direft  opposition  to  the  faid  order,  afidUs  therefore  dtfiSrving 
*<  of  the  fevereft  marks  of  our  refattmeftt** 

■ 

The  Cotfrt  of  Diredors^  25th  March,  1772,  in  reply  to  this  letter 
concerning  Mr.  Johnfon,  fay, 

64.  «*  You  wilt  alfo  obferve,.  that  our  former  orders  were  intended 
"  not  only  to  prevent  our  covenanted  feroants  from  correfponding  with- 
"  the  country  powers  of  India,  but  alfo  to  extend  to  all  free  merchants. 
"  and  others*  who  refide  in  India  under  favour  of  the  Company's  ir** 
u  dulgence  and  prote&ion*" 

Mr*  Stone  delivers  in  the  following  minute* 

I  think  it  neceflary  to  obferve,  in  anfwer  to  fbme  of  the  minutes  d'e^' 
livered  in  this  day,  on  the  Prefident's  queftion  relative  to  the  propriety 


{    *«9    ) 

df  vifitiftgthe  Nabob,  that  by  the  faid  minutes  it  would  appear  that  the 
motion  made  by  the  late  Prefident,  Mr.  Wynch,  in  1775,  againft  vifit- 
mg  the  Nabob,  was  in  confcquence  of  the  difficulty  Mr*  Wynch  found 
in  diffuading  the  Nabob  from  granting  the  Tanjore  fort  and  country  to 
his  fecond  Son.    Whereas  the  minute  of  Mr*  Wynch  on  the  fubjeft  of 
Tdnjortj  was  entered  after  the  above  motion  had  been  put  and  carried" 
in  the  affirmative ;  and  I  declare,  I  was  utterly  unacquainted  with  the 
intetition  of  Mr.  Wynch  to  deliver  in  any  minute  regarding  Tanjore,,.. 
trnttlJthe  fame  was  actually  laid  before  the  Board ;  neither  had  I  ever 
heard  before,  that  any  thing  relating  to  that  fubjeft  had  paffed  between* 
the  Nabob  and  Mr.  Wynch. 

Minute  of  Mr.  Stratton,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,.  Meflrs. -Brooke,  Pal- 
mer, Jourdan,  andMackay* 

The  Prefident  having  been  pleafed  in  hisrepljrto  the  letter  of  com- 
plaint laid  before  the  Board  by  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  .to  acknowledge, 
£rftj  "  That  of  having  threatened  to  place  a  guard  near  the  Nabob's 
*•  perfon*'*  Secondly*  €t  That  of  having  ordered,  a  party  of  Seapoys 
+'  to- march  in  the  night  to  St.  Thom6  for  another  particular  purpofe  ;*' 
It  becomes-  a  duty  incumbent  on  us  to  give  our  opinion  upon  thofe 
points,  left  our  filence  fhouid  pafs  for  an  implied  approbation;  a  pre- 
cedent may  afterwards  be  founded,  and  pleaded  in  fimilar  cafes. 

In  forming  a  judgment  on*  the  points -in  queftion,  it  is  iojpoflible  for 
us  to  adopt  a  mode  more  candid  or  refpedful  to  the  President,  than 
{after  attending  to  the  motives  and  reafons  affign?d)  to  confider  the  re-  • 
ipe&ive  afts,  upon  the  grounds  of  the  Prefident-s  vindication  of  them*  - 
Adopting  therefore  this  ground  only,  it  is  our  opinion,  that  the  Prefi- 
dent's  threats  to  place  a  guard  near  the  Nabob,  for  the  purpofe  avowed,  . 
was  altogether  unjuftifiable,  and  inconfiftent  with  that  decency  and  re- 
fped:  fo  often  recommended  by  the  Company,  in-the  txanfadion  of  their  :• 
affairs  witk  the  ^Jabob* 


the  fubjed  of 
Tifiting  the 


Joint  minute 
of  Meflrs. 
Stratton,  &c« 
on  the  Preii- 
dent's  reply 
to -the  Na- 
bob$  com- 
plaints in  his  - 
letter  to  Sir 
Edward 
Hughes*  - 
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Secondly,  It  is  our  opinion,  that  the  Prefident  affumed  a  very  dangerous 
authority,  in  ordering  a  military  force  to  march  to  St.  Thome,  to"  a& 
there  upon  the  bare  information  of  his  Hircarrah  *,  and  in  juftice  to  our- 
felves,  we  cannot  but  exprefs  our  entire  difapprobation  of  the  a£t  itfelf, 
which  we  deem,  in  all  its  circumftances,  to  have  been  a  very  great  indigni- 
ty to  the  Nabob.  When  particular  occafions  require  the  exertion  of  mili- 
tary force,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Prefident  to  confult  his  Council,  or  if 
the  public  fafety  fhould  be  endangered  by  a  delay,  it  is  incumbent  upon 
him  to  make  his  report  to  the  Council  at  the  next  meeting :  but  of 
this  the  Board  remained  ignorant,  until  the  matter  was  long  after 
brought  before  them  by  the  Nabob,  through  the  channel  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hughes. 

Although  we  are  of  opinion  that  a  letter  ought  to  be  written  to  the 
Nabob  on  the  grounds  of  bis  complaints,  yet  confidering  that  the  fcn- 
riments  of  the  Board  have  been  communicated  to  his  Highnefs  by  Sir 
Edward  Hughes,  through  whom  the  complaints  were  transmitted  to 
us,  and  confidering  that  by  the  {landing  of  the  fervice,  fuch  a  letter 
mud  be  figned  by  the  Prefident,  of  whofe  conduit  we  muft  exprefs 
our  difapprbation ;  delicacy  induced  us  to  let  the  matter  reft  here ;  for 
the  opinion  of  our  Superiors ;  and,  on  this  occafion,  we  hope  that  the 
Nabob  will  reft  fatisfied  with  what  has  been  fo  communicated  to  him 
through  Sir  Edward  Hughes. 

At  the  laft  confutation,  the  Prefident  laid  before  the  Board  an  alarm- 
ing account  of  crimes  committed  by  the  Nabob's  people  within  the 
Company's  jurifdt&ion,  and  concluded  with  a  motion,  "  To  recommend 
4C  to  the  Nabob  to  remove  to  Arcot "  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the 
Prefident  had  not  before  communicated  to  us  thofe  matters,  that  the 
offenders  might  have  been  brought  to  a  trial. 

■ 

Many  years  have  patted  fince  the  Nabob  came  to  refidc  here,  and  it 
is  remarkable,  that  the  numerous  train  of  people  that  have  followed 

4  him, 


I 

} 
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hip,  have  hitherto  afforded  little  caufe  of  complaint ;  nor  do  we  recoi- 
led: the  Grand  Juries  to  have  prelented  any  evils  to  have  refulted  from 
the  refidence  of  the  Nabob  or  his  people  at  Madras. 

The  Company  have  fent  us  their  opinion  relative  to  fuit$,  in  the 
Mayor's  Court  againft  fervants  of  the  Nabob,  which  is  favourable  to- 
wards them  ;  yet  they  have  at  times  been  fued  in  that  Court,  and  fattf- 
fa&ion  given  to  the  complainants;  and  we  doubt  not  of  the  Nabob's 
willingnefs  to  give  redrefs,  when  reprefentations  may  be  made  to  him. 

The  great  increafe  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  confequence  of  trade, 
and  the  profperity  of  this  fettlement,  are  inconteftible  proofs  of  the  ad- 
vantages refulting  from  the  Nabob's  refidence  here.  Were  he  to  leave 
Madras,  great  numbers  of  people  would  follow  him,  and  the  Com- 
pany's revenues  thereby  be  decreafed. 

The  bufmefs  arifing  from  the  connection  between  the  Nabob  and  the 
Company,  is  more  eafily  managed  here  than  it  could  be  at  a  diftance  ; 
and  what  is  of  more  importance,  the  defiring  him  to  leave  Madras 
would  carry  with  it,  in  the  eyes  of  the  country  powers,  a  manifeft  ap- 
pearance of  a  breach  of  that  friendlhip  which  has  fo  long  fob  fitted  be- 
tween the  Englifh  and  the  Nabob,  and  might  be  productive  of  the 
word  of  confluences  to  both. 

Were  it  admitted,  that  intrigues  have  been  carried  on,  or  are  carrying 
on  at  the  Durbar,  no  danger  can  be  apprehended  from  them,  under 
the  attention  of  this  government ;  but  were  the  Nabob  obliged  to  re- 
move in  difguft,  intrigues  might  be  carried  on  from  whence  real  dan- 
ger might  arife.  At  any  rate,  had  his  Highnefs's  removal  been  necef- 
fary,  which  we  never  can  allow,  the  prefent,  of  all  times,  appears  to  us 
the  mod  improper. 

4E  As 


Mr.Mackav's 

morion  that 
the  refolution 
rcfpcclingthe 
Nabob's  let- 
ter to  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hughes, 
be  refcinded. 

Sir  Robert 
Fletcher 
moves    that 
the  refolution 
prohibiting 
intercourfe 
with  the  Na- 
bob be  re- 
fcinded. 
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As  the  refolution  en  the  Nabob's  letter  to  Sir  Edward'  Hughes  waa 
carried  by  the  Prefident's  calling  vote,  though  in  Mr.  Mackay's  opi- 
nion a  party  concerned,  and  though  trhe  opinion  of  one  of  the  Members 
for  the  queftion,  Mr.  Brooke,  appears  doubtful ;  Mr,  Mackay  moves,. 
that  the'refblution  be  now  refcinded. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  begs  leave  to  reprelent  to  the  Board,  that  Be 
has  had  the  records  examined^  and  can  find  no  fiich  Jianding  order  of 
the  Company  as  was  quoted  by  the  Prefident  on  Monday  laft,  and  'upon 
which  he  imagines  fome  of  the  members  of  the  Board  were  induced  to. 
vote  for  his  Lordfliip's  fecond  motion* 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  further^— That  upon,  confidering  attentively  the 
words  in  which  that  motion  is  conceived,  he  finds  that  members  of 
the  Board  may  be  thought  by  fbme  (though  innocently)  to  offend 
againft  the  refolution  which  pafied  upon  that  motion,  merely  becaufc 
they  do  not,  and  he  thinks  cannot  fhut  their  doors  in  the  faces  of  the 
Nabob  and  his  fons,  when  [they  happen,  which  they  fometimes  do,  to 
drop  in  an  evening  to  vifit  his  family*. 

And  as  for  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  himfel£  he  mult  repeat  that  them 
are  frequent  complaints  made  to  him  from  the  out-garrifons,  of  dis- 
putes between  the  officers  under  his  command  and  the  Nabob's  offi- 
cers, and  againft  fome  of  the  officers  of  the  Company  in  the  Nabob's 
fervice,  upon  points  of  duty ;  thefc,  in  confequence  of  a  meflage  from 
the  Commander  in  Chief  to  the  Nabob,,  or  to  one  of  his  fons,  or  a 
meffage  from  one  of  them  to  the  Commander  in  Chie£  are  in  general 
amicably  fettled  by  him. 

For  all  thefe  reafons  Sir  Robert  hopes  the  impropriety  of  the  refo- 
lution on  the  Prefident's  fecond  motion  on  Monday  laft  will  ftrike 
every  member  of  the  Board,  and  he  therefore  moves  that  the  refolu- 
tion  be  refcinded. 


Mr, 


^ 


Mr?  Dawfoa  having  t>een  prefent  whea  the  queftions  of  the  Prefi-  i 

deat  ton  die  17th  iaftaat  wedce  carried  in  the  affirmative,  it  is  refolved 
diat  he  be  fumraoned  Co  attend  at  the  next  confutation,  when  the 
foregoing  queftions  of  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  and  Mr.  Mackay  will  be 
taken  into  coniideratioru 

The  joint  minute  of  Mr.  Stratton,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  Meflieurs  MK  FlbyerV, 

Srookc,  P^uer^  Jourdan,  an4  Mackay,  which  has  been.  »read  at  this  p«fidcmVhC 

day's  meeting,  x^Us  forth  my  attentiony.partkuhrly;to  the  letter  of  reply  to  the - 

.complaint  from  rthe  Nabob,  tranfmitted  to  this  Board  through  the  oHL^Na- 

channel  of  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  .and  the  meafqres  which  have  been..  ,bob  in  hl8. 

.  r  a         '  •     -1  • .  letter  to  Sifc  s 

taken  in  confequence. .  Edward 


Hughes* 


Thore  are  fojne  parts  of  ,the  Ptfefident's  vindication  iriferted  in  the 
jeply  of  the  Board   to  Sir  Edward  Hughes*  which  appear  to  en^ 
broach  upon  the  fundamental.civil  rights, of  the  B^itifh  Conftitunon.  . 
I  allude  -to  the  circumftances  of  his  Lordihip's  having  threatened  to 
place  a  guard  near  the*  Nabob's  perfon,  in  order  to  apprehend  and  • 
bring  before  him,  the  Prcfident,  any  perfons .  who  might  be  going  to  * 
vifit  his  Highnefs,  and  of  having  ordered  a  party  of  Seapoys  to  march' : 
in  the  night  to*  St.  Thome  for  another  particular  purpofe» . 

The  apprehending  ordetairiing  of  perfons  on  any  occafion  or  pre- 
tence whatfoever,.  except  on  information  received  of  treafonable 
practices  againft  the  ftate,  by  a  military  force,  within  the  reach  of  " 
civil  jurifdiction,  unlefs  fuch  military  force  is  called  in  aid  of  the  ■ 
civil  power,  is  a  circumftance  of  the  moft  ferious  nature,  becaufe  it  is  > 
repugnant  to  the  laws  of  our  country  and  to  the  Britilh.conftitution,  . 
and  confequently  may  fubjeft  allBritifli  fubjefts  exercifing  fuch  illegal  . 
authority  to  many  inconveniences  in  ourcourts  of  juftice. 

If  any  perfon  tranfgrefles  the  law  within  our  civil  jurifdidtion,  the - 
method  of  proceeding  againft  him  is  fo  plainly  pointed  out  to  us,  that 
a  in 
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in  my  opinion  we  cannot  eafily  miftake  it.  A  civil  magiftrate,  with 
his  proper  officers,  muft  endeavour  to  bring  fuch  offenders  to  juftice. 
If  in  the  attempt  he  requires  the  aid  of  military  force,  he  applies  for  it, 

and  it  cannot  be  refufed  him. 

Whether  any  perfon  tranfgrefles  the  law,  by  vifiting  the  Nabob  at 
Chepauk,  -is  not  indeed  a  queftion  now  before  us  for  difcuffion ;  but 
I  cannot  on  this  occafion  avoid  to  offer  as  my  opinion,  .that  unlefc 
fuch  perfon  is  accufed  of  other  mifdemeanors,  we  fhould  Jiot'be  jufti- 
fied  by  the  laws  of  our  country  in  caufing  him  to  fce  .apprehended 
within  our  jurifdi&ion,  or  elfewhere,  either  by  a  civil  or  a  military 
power. 

I  am  happy  in  approving  the  delicacy  obferved  towards  the  Prefi- 
dent,  refpe&ing  the  letter  which  thofe  gentlemen  are  of  opinion  ought 
to  be  written  to  the  Nabob,  :in  reply  to  *flie  complaints  tranfmitted  to 
us  by  Sir  Edward  Hughes.  Regularity  in  the  Boards  proceedings 
might  poflibly  require  fuch  communication  to  the  Nabob  of  its  fenti- 
nnents  on  this  occafion;  but  as  his  Mighnefs  has  been  already  informed 
of  them,  I  entirely  roncuT  in  opinion  "with  thofe  Gentlemen,  that 
the  matter  fhould  reft ; here  for  the  decifion  of  our  Superiors,  in  the 

« 

hope  that  the  Nabob  will  be  fatisfied  with  the  information  received 
from  Sir  Edward  Hughes. 

I  have  already  given  my  Tentiments  upon  the  President's  motion 
for  recommending  to  the  Nabob  his  removal  with  his  family  to  Arcot. 

Camein  the  following  letter: 
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To  the  Right  Honourable  George  Lord  Pigot,  Prejident  and  Governor,  6?a 

Council  of  Fort  St.  George. 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  received  your  favour  of  yefterday,  accompanying  an  ex- 
traft  of  a  letter  to  your  Prefidency  from  the  Honourable  the  Court 
of  Dire&ors,  dated  the  2 ad  December,  1775,  anc*  ta^c  *h*s  opportu- 
nity, again  to  aflure  you  of  my  readinefs  at  all  times,  when  called  on 
for  that  purpofe,  to  render  any  fervice  in  my  power  with  his  Majefty's 
(hips  under  my  command,  either  to  eftablifh  or  to  promote  the  intereft 
or  advantage  of  the  Company  in  this,  or  in  any  other  part  of  India. 
I  am  with  the  greateft  efteem  and  regard, 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  mod  obedient 

Salifbury,  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

in  Madras-Road, 
19th June,  1776.  EDWARD   HUGHES. 


From  Sir  Ed  • 
wardHugheJ, 
exprefling 
his  readinefs 
to  be  of  fer- 
vice to  the 
Company. 


AT  A  CONSULTATION,  25th  June,  1776.    Prefent  as  before.       Tuefday, 

25th   June, 

The  Minutes  of  laft  Confultation  read  and  approved.  *77 


THE  Nabob,  in  his  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  having  complained 
that  Seapoys  belonging  to  the  Company,  with  fome  of  Tuljaujee's  peo- 
ple, had  arrived  in  his  country  to  fei2e  diftrifts  not  included  in  the 
Tanjore  country,  but  wholly  appertaining  to  Ramnaut  (Great  Mara- 
wa),  and  Shoagungaw  (Little  Marawa  or  Nejcootah),  the  Board  pro- 
ceed to  take  the  fame  into  confideratioxu 

From  the  Company's  letter  per  Grenville,  12th  April,  1775,  lt  aP~ 
pears  their  orders  are,  that  the  Rajah  fhall  be  put  in  pofleffion  of  fuch 
places  as  he  held  when  the  treaty  between  him  and  the  Nabob  was 
guarantied  by  the  Englifli  5  and  on  reference  to  the  Nabob's  inftruc- 

4  F    "  tions 


Minute  of  the 
Board  on  the 
Nabob's 
claims  to  Ha- 
namantagoo* 
dy,   and  de- 
termining the 
property 
thereof  to  be 
vefted  in  the 
Rajah  of 
Tanjore. 
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The  Nal>ob 
to  be  advifed 
accordingly. 


Extra&sfrom 
the  records 
relating  to 
the  Nabob's 
claim  to  Ha- 
namantagoo- 


tions  to  Mr.  Dupre  in  June,  1762,  to  Mr.  Dupre's  reply,  and  to  the 
Rajah's  representations,  25th  March  177 1,  extracts  of  which  are  en- 
tered hereafter,  it  appearing  that  Hanamantagoody  was  actually  in 
the  Rajah's  pofleflion  at  that  period,  it  is  refolved,  That  an  anfwer  be 
written  to  the  Nabob  to  tell  him,  that  agreeable  to  his  defire  the  re- 
cords have  been  confulted  with  refpeft  to  Hanamantagoody,  wherein 
it  is  found,  that  by  his  own  inftru&ions  to  Mr.  Dupre  when  he  went 
toTanjore  in  1762,  that  Hanamantagoody  was  at  that  time  in  poffef- 
fion  of  the  Rajah;  and  therefore,  in  purfuance  to  the  Company's  orders, 
that  it  appears  to  this  Board,  as  they  hope  it  will  to  him,  that  the  Ra- 
jah, ought  to  be  put  in  pofleflion  of  it. 

ExtraS  of  the  Nabob's  InJlruBiorts  to  Mr.  Dupre  in  1762,  Country  Cor- 

refpondence.  No.  74,  Par.  $th. 

WITH  regard  to  the  fort  of  Hanamantagoody  belonging  to  the 
country  of  Marawar  under  Trichinopoly,  Colonel  Caillaud  himfelf 
went  and  tried  to  prevent  its  being  taken.  Colonel  Heron  on  his  part 
fent  an  Englifli  flag  from  Tinnevelly,  but  the  King  abfolutely  refufed 
to  liften  to  him,  and  took  the  faid  fort  by  aflault,  and  tore  the  flag. 
Befides  which  he  took  by  force  the  Gady  of  Mangal  Goody,  Woron 
Cotah,  and  the  Gady  of  Bonagary  with  its  diftridls,  the  revenues 
amounting  to  two  Lacks  of  Rupees, 

The  King  alf<?  poflefled  himfelf  of  the  Gady  Kearanally  Cotah  Ya- 
rambanad,  &c.  belonging  to  Tondeman,  under  Trichinopoly,  amount- 
ing to  about  a  Lack  of  Rupees. 

The  King  likewife  poflefled  himfelf  of  Saijah  Cotah  with,  its  diftrifts, 
belonging  to  Tondeman,  amounting  to  about  a  Lack  of  Rupees. 

Extraft  of  Mr.  Dupre9 s  Letter  to  the  Nabob,   igth  June,  1762* 

Country  Correspondence y  No.  77. 

HE  (the  Rajah)  produces  a  letter  from  you,  wherein  you  give 
your  confent  that  he  might  attack  the  Marawar  and  Nat  ah  Poligars. 

ExtraSt 
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Extrall  of  a  Letter  from  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  to  the  Governor,  received 
14th  OStober,  1762,  entered  in  Country  Cor reffondence^  No.  13 1. 

WITH  refpedt  to  my  poflcffion  of  the  diftrifts  of  Tana  in  the 
Colleries  country,  I  (hall  keep  what  I  have  at  prefent,  and  fliall  not 
drive  to  make  new  conquefts.  Should  the  Poligars  raife  any  diftur- 
bances  in  the  Forts  and  Tanas  which  I  have  at  prefent  as  above,  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  fend  your  orders  to  them.  Neither  the  Englifh  nor 
the  Nabob  fliould  aflift  the  Poligars. 

Extra8  of  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  to  the  Rajah  of  Tan/ore,  dated- 1  $tb 
Oftober,  1762,  entered  in  Country  Correfpondence>  No.  134,  Par.  $d. 

THE  fenfe  and  meaning  of  the  treaty  is,  that  if  you  comply  with 
the  articles  agreed  to  be  performed  by  you,  the  Nabob  is  to  maintain 
a  firm  friendlhip  with  you,  and  not  to  give  you  any  difturbance.  1 
defire  therefore  you  will  make  yourfelf  perfe&ly  eafy  in  relpeft  to  the 
Poligars ;  they  fhall  not  be  aflifted  either  by  me  or  the  Nabob  in  giv- 
ing you  any  difturbance,  if  you  on  your  part  do  not  moleft  them. 

» 

Letter  from  the  Rajah  of  fanjore,  t$th  March,  1771.  Country  Correjpon- 

dence,  No*  6y. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Honour's  friendly  letter,  and  obferve  the 

contents. 

« 

You  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that  you  have  been  informed  of  my  detach- 
ing an  army  to  fight  againft  Marawar  *,  as  alfo  of  my  fetting  out  in 
perfon ;  acquainting  me  at  the  fame  time,  that  it*  was  improper  in  me 
to  undertake  the  faid  enterprize  before  I  advife  you  with  it. 

*  See  the  ideas  of  the  Sele&  Committee  on  this  fubjeA,  in  rheir  letter  of  the  28th 
of  February,  1772,  referred  to  by  Governor  Wynch,  and  annexed  to  his  letter,  page  X* 

Let 


/ 
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Let  me  take  the  liberty  to  inform  you,  that  when  my  dcceafed  fa- 
ther placed  Bavanny  Sunker  Zavier  in  the  government,  Nalcooty  was 
but  a  common  watcher,  who  was  raifed  to  power  by  granting  him  a 
fhare  in  the  Marawar  country.  At  that  time  Naid,  or  Gentoo  Rajah, 
was  reigning  in  the  Trichinopoly  country. 

After  the  faid  Bavanny  Sunker,  one  Cotta  Zewin  was  eftablilhed  in 
the  government.  Thus  it  was  hereditary  cuftom  with  us  to  place 
them  in  the  government.  Was  there  any  Nalcooty  before  ?  or  who 
was  it  that  railed  him  to  that  power  ?  I  defire  you  will  afk  his  own 
Vackeel  concerning  this  affair. 

•  ■ 

The  above  cuftom  has  been  obferved  from  former  times ;  now  Ma  • 
raver  hath  taken  upon  himfelf  to  feize  the  country  that  was  enjoyed 
by  us  to  this  day,  fince  the  time  of  my  deceafed  father.  I  often  fent 
him  word  to  quit  the  country,  but  he  continued  to  behave  himfelf 
bafely.. 

.  When  you  came  to  this  place  to  fettle  a  treaty,  a  mention  of  this 
affair  was  made  to  you ;  you  was  then  pleafed  to  fay,  that  we  were  at 
liberty  to  clear  our  own  country.  A  mention  was  alfo  made  to  the  Na- 
bob concerning  our  country  in  pofieflion  of  Maravar,  when  we  fent 
troops  againft  the  commandant,  the  Nabob  was  then  pleafed  to  fay 
that  he  had  fent  for  the  Maravar's  affiftance  to  him  at  that  juncture  of 
time,  fo  that  we  fhould  clear  our  country  afterwards,  for  with  reafon 
I  was  in  hopes  to  this  day  that  the  Nabob  and  your  Honour  will  give 
give  flridt  orders  to  the  Maravar  to  reftore  our  country,  and  alfo 
wrote  to  my  Vackeel  on  that  head  -,  but  you  and  the  Nabob  did 
not  get  the  country  reftored  to  me;  befides  which,  when  the 
elephants  (relating  \o  my  prefent  from  Negapatam)  were  coming, 
Nalcooty  pretending  that  the  veflels  were  drove  afhore  by  a  ftorm 
in  his  fea-ports,  feized  the  elephants,  and  detained  them,  concern- 
ing which  I  fent  him  word,  as  well  as  to  your  Honour,  but  he  did 
3  not 


not  return  them  to  me.  If  I  fuffer  Marawar  to  take  pofleffion  of  my 
country,  Nalcooty  to  feize  my  elephants,  and  Tondeman  to  injure  my 
country,  it  will  be  very  great  difhonour  to  me  among  the  people  to  fee 
fuch  compulfions  ufed  by  the  Polygars »  you  are  a  prote&or  of  my  go- 
vernment, notwithftanding  you  have  not  fettled  even  a  (ingle  affair  be- 
longing  to  me/  If  I  ftay  quiet,  I  fliall  greatly  hurt  my  dignity, 
wherefore  I  marched  myfelf.  If  you  now  advife  me  to  defift,  what 
anfwef  can  I  make  to  it  ? 

In  the  treaty  it  was  not  forbidden  to  clear  the  country  pofieffed  by 
.Marawar,  or  to  undertake  an  expedition  againft  the  Polygars,  who  may 
ufe  compulfions  j  fince  it  is  fo,  it  cannot  be  deemed  contrary  to  the 
treaty.  You  was  pleafed  to  write,  that  if  I  defift  in  my  prefent  expe- 
dition, you  will  then  fettle  the  affairs  in  a*  reafonable  manner.  I  conti- 
nued to  fpeak  to  you  for  this  long  time  concerning  this  affair,  but  you 
have  not  fettled  it ;  notwithftanding,  if  you  now  write1,  that  I  did  not 
acquaint  you  before  I  began  it,  what  anfwer  can  I  make  to  it  ?  I  did 
not  undertake  to  do  any  thing  contrary  to  the  hereditary  cuftom  ob- 
ferved.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  all  affairs,  and  defire  you  will 
examine  thoroughly  into  this  affair.  I  have  finifhed  the  affairs  relating 
to  Marawar,  and  confirmed  him  in  his  bufinefs.  The  affair  with  Nal- 
cootah  remains  to  be  finifhed,  which  I  (hall  alfo  finifh.  For  other  mat- 
ters I  have  wrote  to  Sambagee  Vackeel,  to  which  I  refer  you. 

What  can  1  fay  more  ? 

N.  B.  The  tf ords  of  my  deceafed  father  in  the  original,  may  be  ap- 
plied both  to  the  father  and  grandfather. 

In  confequence  of  the  above  resolution  of  the  Board,  with  refpeft' 

to  Hanamantagoody,  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  lays  before 

them  the  following  draft  of  a  letter  which  he  has  prepared,  In  anfwer 

to  the  Nabob's  letters  of  the  2id  and  26th  ultimo,  entered  in 

Country  Correspondence,  No.  47. 

4  G  JTi 
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Letter  to  the 
Nabob  re- 
fpe&ing  his 
title  to  Hana- 
mantagooody 


To  the  Nabob. 

May  it  plcafc  your  Highnefs, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  izd  and 
26th  ultimo. 

1  did  hope  that  the  impartial,  the  open  and  friendly  manner  in  which 
I  have  conduced  myfelf  towards  your  Highnefs,  might  have  induced 
you  to  believe  me  incapable  of  an  aft  of  injuftice;  and  if  I  built  not 
upon  your  approval  of  every  part  of  my  conduft  in  the  execution  of 
the  Company's  orders*  I  tnrfted  that  you  could  not  fo  generally  com* 
plain  thereof,  as  you  do  in  your  letter  of  the  *6th. 

My  efteemed  friend,  be  not  fed  up  with  the  hopes  that  my  employ- 
ers will  ever  contradift  their  orders  concerning  Tanjore.  Thofe  orders 
are  founded  upon  juftice,  from  which  they  cannot  depart :  and  in  the 
very  firft  paragraph  of  the  letter  received  lately  from  England  by  the 
Royal  Henry,  the  Company  exprefs  their  folicitude  to  have  thofe  or- 
ders carried  into  effeft. 


With  refpeft  to  Hanamantagoody,  you  are  pleafed  to  defire  me  to 
confult  the  records ;  I  have  done  fo ;  and  find  by  your  own  inftru&ions 
to  Mr.  Dupre,  when  he  went  to  Tanjore,  in  1762,  That  Hanamanta- 
goody was  then  in  pofleffion  of  the  Rajah,  and  therefore,  in  purtuance 
to  the  Company's  orders,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  ought  to  be  reftored 
to  the  Rajah,  and  I  hope  it  will  appear  fo  to  your  Highnefs. 

* 

On  the  14th  June  it  was  refolved,  cc  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
"  Board,  that  the  Nabob  had  a  right  to  the  government  fhare  of  the 
crop  in  the  Tanjore  country,  the  produce  of  grain  fown  during  the 
time  it  was  in  his  pofleffion,  and  that  any  mortgages  he  may  have 
given  on  the  fame  are  good." 


€€ 


€€ 


«« 


# 

Your  Highnefs  will  be  the  beft  judge  what  information  from  your 
Highnefs  to  me  on  this  matter  is  neceflary. 
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Mr.  Stratton,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  Meflrs.  Brooke,  Floyer,  Palmer, 
Jourdan  and  Mackay,  defire  it  may  be  minuted,  that  they  approve  of 
this  letter,  as  far  as  it  correfponds  with  the  fentiments  exprefled  by 
them  refpe&ively  upon  thefe  fubjcdb  on  the  records. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  begs  leave  to  remind  the  Board,  that  he  com- 
plained in  Council,  very  foon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Grenville,  of  im- 
pediments thrown  in  his  way  in  the  execution  of  the  powers  vefted  in 
him  by  the  late  military  inftruftions  of  the  General  Court :  and  he  de- 
fires  to  call  to  the  recolleftion  of  the  Board,  the  promife  then  made 
him  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident,  that  after  the  difpatrch  of 
the  Ankerwyke,  an  early  day  fhould  be  fet  apart  for  taking  thoft  or- 
ders and  inftruftions  of  the  Company  into  confideratioru  Sir  Robert 
is  in  no  doubt  himfelf  with  refpeft  to  any  part  of  the  inftruftions,  for 
he  thinks  them  extremely  clear,  and  not  to  be  mifunderftood.  But  as 
doubts  have  arifen,  and  as  the  fervice  is  not  carried  on  agreeably  to  the 
Company's  orders,  he  defires  the  opinion  of  the  Board  may  be  taken 
upon  fuch  points  as  may  not  appear  clear  to  any  of  the  members,  that 
he  may  be  enabled  to  execute  the  powers  vefted  in  him  by  the  Com- 
pany's orders. 

Agreed,  that  this  day  fevennight  be  fet  apart  for  the  cohfideration  of 
this  bufinefs,  and  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  be  requefted  to  point 
out  to  the  Board  fuch  impediments  as  he  finds  to  exift  in  the  prefent 
fyftem. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  let* 
ter  which  he  has  received  from  Col,  Stuart  : 


Sir  Habere 
Fletcher9* 
minute  re- 
fpe&ng  the 
impedimenta 
to  his  exe- 
cuting the 
powers  veiled 
in  him  by 
the  military 
inftru&ions. 


To  Brigadier  General  Sir  Robert  Fletcher*  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Fbrcts 

under  the  Prejidency  of  Madras,  &c.  .';:.. 

PERMIT  me,  Sir,  to  take  this  occafion  of  reprefenting  to  you, 
wkh  becoming  deference,  that  according  to  the  beft  information  I  am 

able 


Letter  from 
Colonel 
Stuart  to  Sir 
Robert 


Plefcker.  ra- 
prefenting 
Tanjorc  as 
the  mod  con- 
siderable fta- 
tion,  and  re- 
queuing to  be 
appointed  to 
command 
there. 
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able  to  obtain  refpe&ing  tlie  importance  of  the  leveral  military  ports  or 
commands  where  the  principle  officers  under,  this  Prefidenoy  are  at  pre- 
fect placed,  it  feems  to  me  that  the  command  of  the  troops  in  the  fott 
and  garrifon  of  Tanjorc,  with  the  dependencies  in  that  country,  where 
the  Company  have  fo  lately  acquired  influence,  is  on  every  account,  at 
this  crifis,  themoft  important  of  any  under  this  Presidency, 

Thus  impreflcd,  I  fliould  be  wanting  to  myfelf,  and  to  the  rank  J 
have  the  honour  to  hold  next  to  you,  if  I  did  not  take  occafion,  through 
your  means,  to  reprefent  to  the  Honourable  Board,  that  according  to 
the  general  pra&tce  or  courfe  of  military  fervice,  the  moft  refponfi- 
ble  command  under  this  Prefidency  does,  by  the  rank  I  hold,  belong  to 
me,  in  cafe  you  yourfelf,  Sir,  do  not  occupy  that  pofh  I  do  not  infer 
from  thence,  that  the  Honourable  Board  may  not  at  their  own  difcre- 
tion  appoint  me  to  any  ftation,  and  I  know  it  is  my  duty  fir  ft  to  obey. 
But  I  hope,  Sir,  through  your  favourable  reprefentation  to  the  Board, 
that  the  ufual  practice  of  the  army  will  on  this  occafion  take  place,  efpe- 
cially  as  it  feems  to  have  been  the  rule  obferved  in  the  lad  diftribution 
of  cantonments  or  quarters  for  the  troops  on  this  eftablifhmen;,  recom- 
mended in  17759  by  General  Smith,  where  the  choice  of  the  principal 
commands  is  exprefsly  left  to  Colonel  Lang  as  the  fenior  Colonel, 

In  this  manner  I  efteem  it  a  duty,  through  you,  to  reprefent  tki$ 
matter  to  the  Honourable  Board,  and  fliall  think  myfelf  peculiarly  happy 
if  it  meets  with  your  recommendation  and  fupport. 

I  have  the  honour,  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  moil  obedient 

Fort  St.  George,  apd  moft  faithful  bumble  fervaat, 

June  22d,  1766.  JAMES    STUART. 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 


AT 
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AT  A  CONSULTATION,  July  1,1776. 


PRESENT, 


The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefident* 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher 
Henry  Brooke 
Claud  Ruffell  Alexander  Dalrymple 

Charles  Floyer  John  Maxwell  Stone 

Archdale  Palmer  Francis  Jourdan 

George  Mackay. 

The  following  obfervations  by  Mr.  Dalrymple  on  certain  parts  of  the 
proceedings  relative  to  Tanjore,  are  now  read. 

Having,  before  I  went  to  Tanjore,  declared  my  intention  to  give  in 
fome  obfervations  on  the  diflents  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  the 
25th  March,  delivered  into  Council  the  29th  of  that  month,  I  take  this 
occafion  to  do  fo. 

Firft  Queftion. 

The  diflenting  members  all  declare  that  they  agreed  to  the  1  ft  quef- 
tion, "  That  it  was  proper  and  neceffary  for  the  Prefident  to  go  to  Tanjore, 
"  For  the  reafons  fet  forth  in  his  minute,"  in  idea  that  fome  members  of 
the  Board  would  have  been  added  in  deputation  by  a  fubfequent  motion. 

If  a  deputation  of  the  members  of  the  Board  had  been  made  choice  of, 
k  could  not  furely  be  thought  that  it  was  necejfary  for  the  Prefident  to 

4  H  leave 


Monday,  ift 
July  1776. 


Mr  Dalrym- 
ple's  obferva- 
tions on  the 
diflents  to  the 
proceedings 
of  the  Board, 
25  th  March* 


Mr.  Dairynt- 
ple*s<6bferva- 
tions  on  the 
diflents  to  the 
refohitions  of 
the  Council, 
29May,i776» 

Obfervations 
on  the  mi- 
nutes of  the 
majority,    tj 
June,  1776. 
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leave  the  Prefidency,  as  a  member  of  that  inferior  deliberation  Board.  The 
Prefident  ought  never  to  leave  the  Prefidency,  but  on  fome  great  and  im- 
portant occafion. 

The  objections  made  againft  the  Prefident's  going  folely  are :  "  That 

"  the  meafure  appears  unconftitutionah  becaufe  every  Member  of  the  Go* 

Mr  Jourdan.    C4  vermnent  confenting  to  the  prefent  mode,  is  thereby  rendered  accoun* 

"  table  for  meafures  on  which  he  cannot  well  advife,  much  lefs  vote." 

Had  there  been  feveral  members  in  a  deputation,  would  not  the  other 
members  remaining  at  the  Prefidency  be  equally  incapable  of  adviftng 
the  deputation  as  adviftng  the  Prefident  ?  This  argument  therefore  has  no 
foundation. 


A. 


Wr>  Mack3y.        "  That  a  bufinefs  of  Fo  much  importance,  as  taking  a  country  of  about 

a  million  fterling  a  year  from  the  Nabob,  and  giving  it  to  the  Rajah 

required  fuch  a  deputation — had  the  Court  of  Directors  judged  it  ne- 

ceflary  to  leave  the  management  of  this  bufinefs  folely  to  the  Prefident* 

"  their  orders  would  have  exprefTed  it,  and,  therefore  giving  him  greater 

"  powers  than  the  Court  of  Directors  have  done,  is  inconfiftent  with  our 

"  duty  to  the  Company,  and  with  what  we  owe  to  ourfelves." 


G. 


a 


€C 


€€ 
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This  obje&ion  is  grounded  on  a  falfe  aflumption,  viz.  that  greater 
powers  are  vefted  in  the  Prefident  by  the  Board,  than  by  the  Court  of 
Directors;  the  Prefident  is  vefted  with  no  fuch  powers ;  his  commiffion  is 
to  carry  into  execution  the  Company's  orders,  and  the  Court  of  Dircftors 
in  the  2d  Paragraph  of  their  feparate  letter  per  Grenville,  exprefs,  that 

m 

their  hopes  of  fuccefs  particularly  depended  on  the  peculiar  abilities  of  the 
Prefident,  The  executive  part  of  Government  naturally  mull  be  vefted 
in  the  Prefident ;  and  as  the  objedt  was  unanimoufly  thought  fufficiently 
important  to  require  the  Prefident  to  proceed  to  Tanjore,  it  would  furely 
have  been  improper  to  have  joined  any  perfon  in  Commifiion  with  the 

Prefident ; 
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Prcfidcnt ;  fincc  Mr.  Du  Pre,  then  a  young  member  o£  the  Council,  had 
been  fblely  intruded  in  1762.  Such  a  jun&ion  would  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Rajah  of  Tanjore,  have  lefiened  the  confequence  of  the  Prefident,  and 
would  have  had  {till  a  worfe  effeft  upon  the  people,  who  were  ftruck  in 
the  moft  fenfible  manner  with  the  idea  of  the  juftice  of  the  Company, 
when  they  faw  the  Governor  himfelf  proceeding  to  Tanjore  to  carry  their 
orders  into  effeft. 


The  obje&ioh  made  of  its  being  a  very  dangerous  precedent,  I  think  of 
no  confequence,  becaufe  precedents  are  only  of  confequence  in  ordinary 
matters ;  in  extraordinary,  the  precedent  will  always  be  made  if  it  cannot 
be  found.  No  man  is  a  greater  friend  to  order  than  I  am  ;  but  I  will 
never  facrifice  effentials  to  order,  which  only  merits  eftimation  as  it  b 
produftive  of  efiential  benefit. 


Mr.  Mackey, 
Mr.Jourdan, 
Sir  R.  Fletch- 
er, 

P. 


Second  Queftion. 

Objection  is  made,  as  "  It  impowers  the  Prefident  to  carry  with  him 
€€  members  of  the  Board,  who  ought  to  adt  as  principals.". 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  in  the  debate,  faid  it  was  derogatory  to  the  dig- 
nity of  a  member  of  the  council  to  adt  in  any  fubordinate  capacity.  I 
at  that  time  obferved,  that  for  my  own  part  I  had  no  fuch  feelings ;  and 
that  I  had  frequently  been  an  amanuenfis  to  Lord  Pigdt,  without  feeling 
my  dignity  as  a  Counfellor  hurt ;  and  that  although  I  had  no  reafon  to 
fuppofe  Lord  Pigot  had  any  intention  of  carrying  me  with  him  to  Tanjore, 
I  would  certainly  be. very  ready  to  give  him  any  afliftance  in  my  power, 
at  all  times  and  places ;  but  that  I  would  only  affent  to  the  queftion,  in 
cafe  it  was  underftood  that  fuch  perfons  fliould  not  be  joined  fa  authority 
with  the  Prefident. 


Mr.  Mackay. 

E. 


>     * 


SirR.Fletch* 
er. 

E. 


Third 


y 
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Third  Qucftion. 


.•  *• 


v. 


By  the  Commiffion  of  Government,  the  authority  of  this  Government 
extends  not  only  to  Fort  St.  George,  but  to  every  Fort,  Fadfcory,  and  Set- 
tlement, within  any  of  the  Territories  fubjeft  to  this  Prefidency. 

Mr.  Mackay.        It  feems  therefore  ridiculous,  if  the  Board  determine  the  Prefidetfs  pre- 

Fletcher! Ft      fence  t0  ^e  neceJTary  at  *&¥  particular  place  within  the  jurifdi&ion  of  his 
p#  Government,  to  fay,  that  be  fhould  be  at  fuch  place  in  an  inferior  capacity 

to  other  fervants  of  the  Company. 

Mr.  Jourdan  explains  himfelf,  by  confining  the  authority  of  the  Gover- 
**••  nor  to  fuch  places,  as  any  civil  fervants  of  the  Company  now  exercife  mi- 

litary authority,  but  that  this  authority  would  not  extend  to  other  places. 

If  it  be  admitted,  that  the  authority  of  the  Governor  and  Council 
extends  to  Tanjore,  &c.  it  feems  to  be  a  natural  inference,  that  the 
,    authority  of  the  Governor,  when  on  the  fpot,  mud  exift  as  far  as  the 
„  laid  authority  extends. 

It  is  true  the  extent  of  the  Governor's  authority  is  properly  limited 
to  the  Company's  fervants  and  affairs  at  fuch  place,  but  the  authority 
of  the  Prefident  and  Council  is  limited  in  like  manner,  and  in  neither 
can  be  minutely  defined;  but  wherever  the  Prefident  has  authority,  it 
furely  muft  be  admitted,  he  cannot  by  bis  prefence  forfeit  that   authority. 

Mr.  Mackay.        It  is  alledged,  that  by  the  means  of  the  Prefident*s  Body  Guard,  a  ma- 
vj#  jority  of  the  Council  may  put  every  part  of  the  army  under  his  command. 

That 
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That  the  Prefidcnt,  with  a  majority  of  the  Council,  may  fupercede  any 
of  the  military,  regulations,  is  very  true,  becaufe  there  is  fuch  an  autho- 
rity veiled  In  them  by  thofe  regulations;  but  there  is  no  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  the  Prefident  would  be  inclined  to  leave  the  prefidency  without 
very  fufficient  reafon ;  nor  that  the  majority  of  thfc  Council  would  con- 
fent  to  unneceflary  abfence  from  his  Chief  Truft. 

Mr.  Mackay  mentions,  that  the  military  arrangements  in  the  Tanjore     ^g 
Country  required  the  prelence  of  the  Commander  in  Chief;  In  reply, 
it  is  fiifficteht  to  fay,  Lord  Pigot  exprefled  a  wiih,   that  Sir  Robert    * 
Fletcher  would  accompany  him  to  Tanjore* 


Observations  on  the  DiJJents  en  the  Resolution  of  Council,  igtb  May,  1776. 

*  ■  * 

Mr.  MACKAY's  diffent,  vide  my  Minute,  10  June,'  paragraph  11.   .     A* 

Any  part  of  the  crop  being  cut,  owing  to  the  Nabob's  non  compli-    J$# 
ance  with  the  Company's  orders,  and  whole  not  cut  down,  and  therefore 
orders- not  good. 

Spirit  of  the  Company's  orders  for  Nabob  to  have  his  expenfes  only.    C. 

Becaufe  the  Company  could  not  fuppofe  any  fuch.  Qv 

Vide  Publick  Advertifement,  3d  Nov.  1769,  in  confutation,  figned    E# 
by  Mr.  Mackay. 

Orders  as  proper  now  as  ever*    Public  difficulties  and  hindrance  of    p 
Company's  bufinefs  notorious* 

4  I  Aft 
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G.        Aft  of  Parliament  does  not  fuperfede  any  order. 

H.        The  Company  does  not  entirely  agree  with  Mr.  Mackay. 

Mr,  JOURDAN's  Diffent. 

A.  Query.  What  crops  on  the  ground  when  orders  granted;  the  laft  in, 
November  the  fir  ft  in. 

* 

■B  •        Not  the  fad: ;  money  lent  on  fond  and  alignments  of  countries  fubfequtnt. 

t  • 

•  „       «  I       *  *   •  •  •    • 

^#  State  of  affairs  in  that  refpedt  not  changed,  always  profitable  to  the 
Under  and  to  the  native,  but  perplexing  to  the  company. 

D.  The  Company's  exprefs  orders,  the  creditors  fhall  have  no  intercourfe 
but  through  the  Preficbnt  and  Council  J  and  no  perfon  but  the  Prefident 
to  have  any  correfpondence  with  the  Country  Government ;  vide  letter 
of  2  2d  March,  i77i>  paragraph  2.       ' 

t  ^ 

V 

E.  Dutch  payment  only  appears  as  a  bill  of  exchange  without  reproof ;  no 
retfocative  of  orders;  particularly  as  Mr.  Benfield's  Letter  3d  September 
ib'ftrong.  ' 

.**•        Vide  Company  Yorders,  and  Mr,  Benfield's  letter,  3d  Sept.   1773. 

G.  Qt,  When,  where,  and  by  whom?  Mr.  Benfield  has  charged  the  Com- 
pany's fepoys;  but  when  called  upon  for  particular  change  has  not  made 

any. 


Becaufe  Mr.  Benfield  did  it  before  his  return* 


Obfcrvations 
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Observations  on  Sir  Robert  Fletcher's  Diffent  on  the  Resolution  of  Council, 

29/i  May,  1776, 

Mr.  Benfield  has  a  claim  upon  us,  a  right  to  our  fuppcrt,  if  the  obftruc-     R# 
tions  he  meets  with   arife  from  afts  committed  by  authority  of  this  Go* 
vernment,  and  if  by  the  authority  of  the  Rajah  himfelf,  after  his  rejlora- 
tion,  reafon  to  expefi  all  the  affiflance  our  influence  can  give  him. 

One  would  naturally  infer  from  hence,  that  the  nature  of  Mr.  Ben- 
field^  complaints  mull  have  been  inveftigated  before  any  refolution  was 
taken  in  his  behalf;  but  on  the  contrary,  Mr.  Benfield  has  given  in  no 
particular  charge  againft  either  the  Rajah's  officers  or  the  Company's,  fo 
that  we  are  ignorant  by  what  authority  the  aSs  have  been  committed,  and  . 
indeed  whether  any  have  been  committed  that  are  improper. 

The  diftindt  ideas  annexed  to  our  fupport  and  all  the  affiflance  our  in- 
fluence can  give,  I  muft  leave  to  more  acute  penetration  than  mine. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  continues.   "  In  the  latter  cafe  we  fliould  explain  to      a 
"  the  Rajah  the  univerjal  law  of  nations,  by  which  it  is  implied  that  the 
«'  in  dividual  is  ftill  to  be  pfote&ed  iix  his  rights,  though  the  bands   of 
u  government  are  changed" 

What  is  meant  by  the  univerfal  law  of  nations  I  cannot  divine.     The 
law  of    nations    is  the   dictates  of  common  Jenfe  and  common  juflice ; 
one  of  the  pofitions   here  laid   down,  that  a  country   is  liable  to  the    * 
affxgnment  of  its  former  government,  is  incompatible  with  either. 

In   this  prefent   cafe  the   affignments  are  equivalent    to  almoft  two 
years  entire  revenues  of  the  Tanjore  country ;  and  on  thefe  principles  the 

alignments 
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affignftients  might  at  well  have  been  to  the  amount  of  10  or  icto  years 
revenue  as  to  the  amount  of  two* 

The  law  of  nations  is  a  very  Vague  line  to  decide  matters  of  property } 
And  indeed  does  not  with  any  propriety  extend  fo  far ;  but  where  there 
are  no/pedal  capitulations,  every  man*s  claims  muft  be  decided  by  the 
eftabliflied  government  of  the  country  ;  and  fo  far  were  thefe  princi- 
ples, here  pretended,  to  be  the  universal  law  of  nations,  from  actuating  the 
Nabob,  that  even  the  jewels  were  taken  from  the  Rajah's  women ;  and  it 
has  been  reported  (I  do  not  know  by  what  authority)  tWt  thefe  very 
jewels  have  been  pledged  by  the  Nabob  as  a  collateral  fecurity ;  and 
whatever  private  motives,  or  engagements,  may  have  induced  the  Na* 
bob  to  pay  the  European  claims  where  he  got  pofleflion  of  Tanjore,  the 
Company's  records  fhew,  that  he  paid  no  attention  to  the  private  property 
of  the  inhabitants.  On  our  return  from  Tanjore,  befides  420  fine  Guzerat 
Cows,  many  Elephants,  &c.  belonging  to  the  Rajah,  we  faw  a  great  num- 
ber of  cattle  which  had  been  brought  away  from  the  Tanjore  country. 
Capt.  Povery's  letter  (mentioned  in  Lord  Pigot's  Diary)  alfo  teftifies  that 
the  Haccaries,  &c.  of  the  Tanjore  people  were  fent  away  by  the  Nabob, 
and  the  whole  country  bears  the  marks  of  the  unrelenting  hand  of  rapa- 
cious devaluation. 

It  is  notorious,  that  when  the  hands  of  government  are  changed,  the 
engagement  of  a  former  government  to  individuals  are  not  implied  to  be 
fecure ;  and  it  is  fcarcely  neceflary  to  confirm  this  by  obferving,  that  it  is 
commonly  understood  that  the  National  Debt  was  a  political  ftroke  at 
the  Revolution,  to  intereft  the  public  in  fupport  of  the  new  eftabliflied 
government. 

I  have  read  many  authors  on  the  law  of  nations,  but  I  never  found  the 
xtniverjal  law  Sir  Rober  Fletcher  refers  to. 

The 
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*  The  part  the  Government  have  taken,  #in  changing  the  government     g 
"  of  the  Tanjore  country  would  make  them  anxious,  &c." 

Here  is  a  falfe  affumption.  "  That  the  government  of  the  Tanjore 
country  has  been  changed  by  the  Company's  orders  to  reftore  the  Rajah ;" 
but  the  truth  is  this,  .the.Englifh  were  guarantees  -  to  preferve  the  Ra- 
jah in  his  government;  but  the  Nabob,  with  the*  affiftance  of  the  Com- 
pany's troops, .  having,  in  violation  of  that  guarantee  got  poffeffion  of 
Tanjore ;  the  Company  direfl,  that  the  country  be  reftored  to  the  Ra- 
jab,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  Company's  orders  certainly  is,  that  the  Nabob 
Jhould  not  profit  by  this  ad  of  bis  injufiice  to  the  Rajah,  although  they 
defpair  of  being  able  to  obtain  an  account  of  his  receipts  and  difburfe- 
ments^  by  which  they  would  be  enabled  to  form  a. competent  judge- 
ment* 


In  addition  to  what  is  faid,  paragraph  24  of  minute  10th  June,  it  may  C» 
be  obferved,  that  without  a  full  expofition  of  the  nature  and  dates  of 
the  various  orders,  it  is  highly  improper  at  any  rate  to  interfere  in  Mr. 
Benfield's  behalf,  as  that  influence  may  be  exerted  to  the  injury  of  other 
claimants,  who  may  have  a  right  of  preference,  and  certainly  have  at 
leaft  an  equal  right  to  fhare*. 

I  fupppfe  by  loans  advanced,  ,\s  meant  the  money  lent  by  Mr.  Benfield     IX 
to  the  Nabob ;  but  as  before  obferved,  thefe  loans  were  not  on  the  crops, 
but  on  bond,  and  the  affignment  of  the  crops  a  fubfequent  tranfattion. 
The  pofition  being  erroneous,  it  will  be  unneceflary  to  examine  the  in- 
ferences. 


H    \ 


The  Nabob,  it  is  true,  gave  in  general  defcripriony  of  his  heavy  ex-     J£*i 
pences,  but  he  abfolutely  refufed  to  fpecify  particulars ;  ,and  the  Dob- 
taeer  declared  he  had  received  fo  large  a  funras  40  Laks  nearly  befides 

4  K  the:. 
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the  plunder  whifch  mufl:  furely  bcL  ttraffcteretf  as  mottf  thari  adequate  to 
to  all  his  expfcncfcs 

F.        The  King  of  Tanjore  being  left  without  even  the  neceflkries  for  a 

private  family,   and  all  the  principal'  inhabitants  in  the  whole  countty 

being  diftrefled  and  plundered,  the  unavoidable  «xpeilfe  to  the  Rajah 
..  on  the  reftoration  muft  be  very  great ;  and  nothing  can  Better  fhew  the 

unbecoming  manner  in  which  the  Nabob  kept  him,  than  his  being  (as 
:  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  has  reprefented)  under  the  neceffity  to  apply  t6  him 

for  the  loan  of  feme  mone y  to  defray  the  funeral  charges  of  a  relation ; 

and  although  I  think  it  would  have  been  more  prbper  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
*  tion  for  the  company,  than  for  any  individuals  to  have  adminiftered  to 

his   neceffities;  charity,  as  tHe  fcripture  fays,  covert  a  multitude  of 

fins. 

p         It  is  fofnewhat  extraordinary  to  fee  this  poft-fa&o  observation.    Nei- 
ther Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  nor  any  other  perfon  made  fuch  a  proportion, 
'  before  the  board  refolved,  that  the  Prefident  fhould  proceed  to  Tanjorfe 
to  carry  the  Company's  orders  into  effecSt ;  nor  has  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 
made  any  fuch  propofition  in  his  minute  of  the  beginning  of  March. 

H.  This  is  begging  the  queftion.  There  is  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  ruin 
of  individuals  will  enfue  from  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Rajah's  govern- 
ment. There  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that  the  Nabob  is  already 
amply  recompenfed  for  all  his  expenfes,  and  therefore  there  can  be  no 
pretence  for  faddling  the  Rajah  with  his  order.  Private  claims,  if  juft 
and  proper,  will  unqueftionably  be  fettled  equitably,  if  we  judge  from 
*he  readinefs  with  which  the  Rajah  complied  with  Major  Martinz's 
reprefentation,  which  were  the  only  complaints  concerning  private  pro- 
perty made  whilft  Lord  Pigot  was  at  Tanjore* 

That 


# 
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That  the  orders  in  Queefc  Amis  days  arc  ftiil  In  force/  and  have  ttecn     j 
frequently  confirmed,  feems  clearly  proven  by  the  extra&s  added  to  my 
minute,  10  Jtkne.    The  late  Aft  of  Parliament,  fi>  fiur  fepm  fitpercteding,    . 
confirms  all  farmer  regulations  not  exprefsly  revoked. 

Before  Lord  Pigot  proceeded  to  Tanjore,  his  Lordfhip  mentioned  to  K. 
the  Board,  that  he  was  told  the  Nabob  had  given  orders  on  the  Tanjore 
country,  to  the  ambutlt  of  almoft  20  Lacks  of  Pagodas ;  but  that  he  had 
been  unable  to  prevail  on  his  Highnefs  to  give  him  an  authentic  ac- 
count. The  matter  being  only  on  rumour,  neVer  came  officially  before 
the  board,  nor  was  a  wbfd  faid  of  it  when  the  refolutions  of  £5  Marcti 
were  taken;  but  when  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  at  the  fubfequent  cotifultatibU 
gave  in  his  diflent,  the  Tankars  *  were  there  mentioned,  as  one  reafoti 
for  that  diflent.  I  objected  to  this,  as  being  dire&ly  contrary  to  all  order 
to  infert  in  a  diflent  new  matter;  a  diflent  being  to  be  underftood  only  as 
a  clear  ftatemeht  of  the  objections  made  in  debate,  becaufe  a  resolution 
is  taken  on  what  is  then  before  the  Board,  and  might  have  been  very 
different  had  either  circumftances  of  confideratton  been  introduced.  At 
the  fame  time  I  declared,  that  I  could  not  think  common  report  was  a 
fufficient  ground  for  bringing  in  a  matter  to  the  deliberation  of  the 
board,  and  I  know  only  from  report  there  were  Tankars.  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher  by  the  advice  of  fome  of  his  friends  withdrew  this  part  of  his 
diflent,  and  the  matter  of  the  Tankars  was  not  introduced,  in  any 
other  form  to  the  confideration  of  the  board  before  our  departure  for 
Tanjore. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  concludes  his  diflefnt  by  declaring  himfelf  in  no 
manner  accejfary  to  the  meafure,  either  of  objtruRing  or  fuperceding  the 
claims  of  any  private  property  whatsoever  in  Tanjore  country,  and  that 
therefore  he  ftands  legally  acquitted  of  all  confequences  that  the  Company 
or  their  Agents  may  be  fubjefted  to  by  this  meafure.    ; 

*  Affignments,  or  orders  for  money. 

Having 
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Having  thus  exonerated  himfclf  from  the  charge;  it  muft  be  left 
to  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  to  explain  his  motives,  for.  agpin  taking  fo 
a&ive.  a  part  in  the  bufinefs.  -    t  ? 

Obfervation*  on  the  minute  of  the  majority  delivered  in  the  17th 
.June,  1776. 

B,  When  Lord  Pigot  laid  the  draught  of  the  general  letter  per  Anker- 
wyke  before  the  Board,  the  plan  flood  in  his  name ;  fome  of  the 
members  defired  that  it  might  be  explained  in  the  name  of  the  Council* 
that  all  might  have  their  fhare  of  the  credit ;  but  no  one  ever  mentioned 
at  that  time  that  this  was  a  plan  already  recommended  to  the  Court  of 

A#  Directors;  and  the  minute  now  referred  to  was.  the  firfl  intimation  I 
,ever  received  of  fuch  a  plan  having  been  fent  home. 

Q  It  is  fcarcely  neceffary  to  fay,  that  what  appears  in  the  majority's 
minute  as  a  quotation,  by  being  marked  with  inverted  commas,  is  nei- 
ther in  the  words,  nor  the  fubftance  of  the  objections  made  by  any  of 
the  minority.  No  one  ever  dreamt,  that  "  Adjudging  the  crop  to  be  the 
*  Nabotfs  was  improper,  becaufe  Mr.  Benfield's  claims  were  not  warranted 
"  by  the  Company's.. orders;"  But  it  was  improper,  becaufe  the  Nabob 
ought  to  have  complied  with  the  Company's  orders  by  the  Grenville  ; 
and  if  he  had  done  fo,  the  Rajah  would  have  been  in  lull  pofleffion 

t\  before  any  crop  was  reaped ;  and  by .  the  Pobbeer's  memorandum,  it 
appears  that  the  enormities  of  the  Nabob's  Tankadars  drove  the  inr 
habitants  from  their  homes  to  the  general  detrement  of  the  country"* 

E,        My  extraft  from  the  letter  of  10th  April  1771,  contained  all  that  I 
thought  relative  to  the  matter;  and  fo  far  from  garbling  the  paragraphs* 
I  inferted  the  motives  the  Company  affigned ;  at  the  fame  time,  I  think 
orders  do  not  require  fuch  a  recital,  as  an  order  is  generally  binding*  . 
although  the  particular  cafe  for  which  the  order  was  made  may  not  again 

cxaftfy/.; 


r 


exafdy  occur.     I  do  not  know  what  is  meant  by  u  Tbefe  orders  not  be- 
Ing*  before  communicated   to  the  Bo&rd  \ "   '  the  Company's   orders  are    # 
open  to  every  Member  of  the  Council.  / 

4 

The  Company's  lenity  and  indulgence  cannot  fairly  be  considered  a»     p# 
a  revocation  of  their  Orders ;  I  have  already  obferved,  that  the  Company's 
paffing  over  wi tfiout  reproof  "Mr.  Benfield's  connexion  with  the  country     ***• 
government  concerning  the  Dutch  biHs,  was  not,  in  my  opinion,   an 
approbation  of  his  conduft :  The  Company  may  undoubtedly  pafs  over 
without  punifhment  a  breach  of  their  orders  from  various  motives,  and     tt 
Mr.  Benfield's  letter  of  3d  September  1773,  avowing  bis  obedience  fa 
their  orders  might  operate  with  the  Company  in  his  behalf.    In  regard 
to  the  prefidertt  (Mr.  Wynch's)  minute  on  that  bccafion  quoted  by  the 
majority,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  I  have  been  told  it  was  introduced 
by  way  of  exculpation,  in  confequence  of  fome  members  of  the  Board 
having  taken  notice  that  Mr.  Benfield's  name  there  had  an  odd  ap- 
pearance. 

■ 

Although  the  late  A&  of  Parliament  "  Exprefsly  reftrains  the  rate 
u  of  intereft  only,  and  does  not  except  to  the  condition  of  the  borrower;" 
the  adl  does  not  fuperfede  the  orders  and  regulations  of  the  Company, 
but  on  the  contrary,  it  generally  confirms  fuch  as  are  not  fpecially  fet 

afide,  .  . 

*. 

m  In  explanation  of  my  remark,  u  That  the  Marattas  may  take  a  part, 
I  thinjc  it  not  amifs  to  obferve,  that  it  is  reported,  when  application  wa» 
made  at  Pooiiah  in  behalf  of  the  Nabob,  the  Maratta  replied,  "  That  Tf 
€i  the  Nabob  fent  his  Vackeel  to  Poonah  to  fettle  the  Tanjore  bufinefs, 
*$%  then  he  might  tell  what  he  wanted ;"  and  would  not  let  bis  name  fbmd 
in  the  treaty ;  though  nothing  more  was  afked  than  to  have  him  men-  L 
tioned  as  an  old  friend  and  ally  to  the  Englifh. 

4  L  The      * 


K.  The  majority  m  their  minute,  declare  they  u  Mean  net  to  do-  mew 
"  than  recommend  to  the  Rajah  to  fee  that  juftice  be  done,  leaving  the 
"  manner  and  time  to  himfelf,  and  have  not  an  idea  that  this  government 
**  ought  to  go  further  without  orders  from  our  fuperiors."  They  add, 
u  they  never  meant  that  the  Rajah,  or  country,  Should  be  accountable 
"  for  more  than  the  Government's  (hare  of  the  crop,  whatever  that  might 
"  be ;  and  from  the  President's  report  of  the  Dobbeer's  information*  it 
44  was  only  about  three  Lacks  of  Pagodas*" 

If  the  letter  refolved  to  be  written  in  Mr.  Benfield's  behalf  has  any 
effect,  4oes  not  that  virtually  deprive  other  claimants  of  their  Jbare  of 
the  three  lacks?  for  Mr.  Benfield's  claim  being  for  a  larger  fum,  if  he 
receives  thefe  three  Lacks  there  will  remain  nothing  for  the  others ;  and 
we  may  then  be  told,  that  this  preference  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Benfield  was 
illegal  influence,  and  new  claims  be  raifed  on  that  account* 

» 

M#  Concerning  the  accounts,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  decide,  whether  the 
information  Lord  Pigot  received  in  the  Tanjore  country,  or  the  under- 
standing of  the  majority  is  molt  to  be  relied  on.  I  Shall  only  fay, 
that  Colonel  Harper  informed  me,  fome  time  after  our  troops  were  in 
Tanjore,  Nazeet  Cawn's  (the  Nabob's  Killedar)  family,  and  the  accounts 
which  had  been  carried  away  were  brought  hack,  which  raifed  the  greatest 
apprehensions  in  the  Rajah,  who  lent  for  Colonel  Harper,  and  exprefled 
his  fears  that  the  Nabob  had  bought  off  the  Administration  here ;  I 
mention  this  to  Shew  how  very  cautious  we  ought  to  be  in  giving  rife 
to  any  apprehenfions  in  the  Rajah,  who,  unlefs  his  confidence  in  .the 
'  Company  is  prefcrved,  will  unqueftionably  turn  his  eyes  to  the  Marattas 
as  his  natural  fupport. 


J^         What  the  evils  were  which  would  have  fallen  on  the  Company,  had  the 
refolution  been  confirmed,  €€  That  the  Nabob's  alignments  were  inad- 

«<  miffible," 


(    3»7    ) 

"  miffible,"  I  neither  know  nor  can  imagine;  as  a  member  of  Govern* 
ment,  I  think  myfelf  bound  to  aft  for  the  political  intereft  and  honor  of 
the  public ;  and  apprehenfions  of  law  fuits,  either  to  the  Company  or 
myfelf,  ihall  never  influence  me ;  and  if  the  Company  fhould  think  the 
claims  made  on  the  Tanjore  country,  are  juft  and  proper  (which  I  am 
convinced  they  will  not)  the  influence  of  the  Company's  Government 
might  then  be  ufed  with  lefs  danger  and  fome  propriety;  but  after  the 
fignal  inftance  of  public  juftice,  (b  acceptable  to  the  power  and  natives  of 
India  in  general,  and  fo  honourable  to  the  nation,  I  think  this  Govern- 
ment is  not  warranted  in  taking  any  ftep  which  may  in  the  fmalleft  de- 
gree affeft  thofe  falutary  meafures. 


AT  A    CONSULTATION,   8th  July   1776, 


PRESENT, 


The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor,  Prefident. 


George  Stratton 

Claud  Ruffell 
Charles  Floyer 
Archdale  Palmer 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher 
Henry  Brooke 
Alexander  Dalrymple 
J.  M.  Stone 
Francis  Jourdan 
George  Mackay. 


Monday  8, 
July. 


The 
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The  minutes  of  Iaft  confultation  read  and  approved. 

9 

fir  Robert         Sir  Robert  Fletcher  defires  th^t  his  motion  entered  in  confultation  24A 

Fletcher 

delires  his  ultimo,  for  refcinding  the  refolution  of  the  17th  ultimo,  oh  the  prefident'fr 
motion  may  2ncj  quefl;ion>  about  members  of  the  Board  not  vifiting  or  receiving  mef- 
ed,  fages  from  the  Nabob  or  his  fons,  may  now  be  taken  into  confideration* 

Obfcn-ation»  The  Prefident  obferves,  that  the  refolution  of  Council  the  1 7th  ultimo, 
dent  thereon  l^at  members  of  the  Board  fliould  not  vifit  or  receive  meflages  from 
obje&ing  to  fa  Nabob  or  his  fons,  was  grounded  on  the  reafbns  which  are  given  in, 
queflion,  and  his  minute  preceeding  that  motion* 

remarking 
the  impropri- 
ety of  recon-     That  it  is  true,  he  had,  at  the  defire  of  Mr.  Brooke,  given  his  confentf 

ndenngand  .  -  . 

refcinding  at  to  the  reconfideration  of  the  refolution  29th  of   May,   on  the  Nabob1 
conization.  anc*  ^r*  Benfield's  claims  on  the  Tanjore  country,     becaufe  that  pri- 
therefolirti-  Vate  property  was  then  concerned  j  but  as  no  fuch  matter  was  effected 
before          hy  the  refolution  of  the  17th  June,  and  becaufe  the  refcinding  fuch  re-* 

folution  would  Only  increafe  the  difficulties  he  has  found  in  conducting: 
the  bufinefs  of  the  Company  with  the  Nabob,  he  now  declares,  that  he 
never  will  give  his  confent  to  the  queflion  of  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  being; 
put.  The  Prefident  at  the  fame  time  obferves  to  the  Board,  that  he  is 
certain  of  adting  on  this  occafion  with  perfect  cotififlency ;  that  during  the 
m  many  years  he  Has  been  in  the  fervice,  he  has-  always  known  the  bufinefs 
of  the  Bqard  to  originate  with  the  Prefident,  who  is  undoubtedly  the 
propereft  perfon  to  lay  before  them  ftich  fubje£ts  as  may.  require  their 
confideration.  That  making  refolutions  one  day,  and  reconfidering  and 
refcending  them  the  next,  can  be  productive  of  no  good  confequences  to* 
the  Company's  affairs  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  ftamp  the  meafures  of  Go- 
vernment with  fuch  an  air  of  ficltf  enefs,  as  mult  in  the  end  be  highly  de^ 
trimental  to  them* 


(    3*9    ) 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  then  defires,  as  the  debate  the  Board  are  now 
entering  into  is  of  a  moft  important  nature,  that  the  Secretary  be 
ordered  to  take  down  every  thing  that  pafies  on  this  fubjett. 

The  commiflion  of  government  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 
Pigot  and  the  prefent  Council  is  now   read. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  defires  it  may  be  recorded,  that  Mr.  Dalrymple, 
on  the  commiflion  of  government  being  read,  declares  it  to  be  his 
opinion,  that  no  refolution  of  a  majority  of  the  Board  is  an  aft  of 
government,  unlefc  the  Governor  Ihall  concur  therein. 

The  words  defired  to  be  recorded  by  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  are  not 
mine  ;  whenever  a  full  explanation  of  my  fentiments  is  required,  I 
ihall  not  be  wanting  to  give  that  explanation. 

The  Prefident  refilling  to  put  the  queftion  propofed  by  Sir  Ro- 
bert Fletcher,  for  refcinding  the  Prefident's  fecond  motion,  entered 
in  confutation  the  1 7th  of  June,  regarding  the  members  of  Council 
not  vifiting  the  Nabob  or  his  fons ;  Meffts.  Mackay,  Jourdan,  Palmer, 
and  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  think  it  incumbent  on  them  to  declare  their 
opinion,  that  the  Prefident  ought  not  to  refufe  putting  the  queftion, 
and  that  the  refolution  ought  to  be  refcinded. 

• 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  any  queftion  propofed  by  the  members  of 
this  government  fliould  be  put,  provided  the  doing  fo  fhould  be  the 
fcnfe  of  the  majority  of  them.  The  majority  of  the  Board  now  ex-  ' 
prefs  their  right  to  have  the  prefent  queftion  put,  but  the  Prefident 
refufes  fo  to  do  ;  for  which  reafon  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  de- 
liver  my  opinion  upon  the  queftion  propofed,  which  is,  that  the 
refolution  not  to  vifit,  or  receive  vifits  from  thi  Nabob  or  his  fons, 
fhould  be  refcinded ;  as  there  appears  not  to  be  any  fuch  {landing  order 
the  records. 


Mr.  Dalrym- 
ple's  opinion 
of  what  con- 
(Htutes  an  aft 
ofgorcrn- 
ment. 

Mr.  Dalrym- 
ple difaTows 
the  words  re- 
corded ty  Sir 
Robert  Flet- 
cher. 

Minute  of 
Meflrs.  Mathr 
kay,  Jourdaa 
Palmer,  and 
Sir  Robert 
Fletcher  on 
the  Prefi- 
dent's  refu- 
fing  to  put  the 
queftion. 

Mr.  Floyer** 
opinion. 


4M 


The 


Mr,  Daliym- 
ple't  opinion. 


Mr.  Btodte's 

•pinion; 
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Theprefent  queftion  being  a  motion  for  refunding  the  refblution 
of  the  Board,  by  a  member  who  gave  his  vote  in  the  negative,  I 
think  cannot  with  any  propriety  be  put,  becaufe  it  would  authorize 
any  member  in  the  minority  to  obftrudt  the  public  bufinefs,  by  re- 
peatedly agitating  a  matter,  and  confining  the  time  of  the  Board 
to  that  point 

I  gave  my  aflent  to  our  Prefident's  fecond  motion  of  the  17th 
June,  for  restraining  vifits  to  the  Nabob  and  his  fons  by  the  mem* 
bers  of  thU  Council,  becauie  I  believed  it  to  be  well  founded  on  the 
Company's  orders  as  therein  exprefled;  but  having  fince  examined 
the  records,  I  cannot  find  any  that  extend  to  the  meaning  put  en 
them  in  that  motion;  and  that  I  may  not  appear  to  aft  inconfift- 
ently  with  the  opinion  I  gave  in  April,  1775,  I  beg  leave  to  remark, 
that  the  circumflances  were  then  entirely  different ;  the  Nabob  having 
an  intention  to  place  his  fecond  Ion  in  the  government  of  the  Fort 
and  Country  of  Tanjore,  which  was  thought  to  be  prejudicial  to  the 
Company's  intereft  •,  and  becaufe  fome  of  the  members  of  Council 
were  {aid  to  hold  frequent  conferences  with  the  Nabob  and  his  fe- 
cond fon,  and  believed  to  fupport  them  in  that  meafure :  I  am 
therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  President,  by  the  conftitution  of  die 
fervice,  ought  not  to  refufe  to  put  the  queftion  of  Sir  Robert  Fletcher, 
and  that  the  relblution  fhould  be  refcinded. 

It  gives  me  the  greateft  concern,  that  the  Bight  Honourable  the 
Prefident  fhould  refufe  putting  the  queftion  propofed  by  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher  in  Council  the  24th  of  June,  as  it  lays  me  under  the 
neceffity  to  declare  it  as  my  opinion,  that  he  cannot,  agreeable  to 
the  conftitution  of  the  fervice,  refufe  putting  this  or  any  other  quef- 
tion propofed  by  any  member  of  this  Board ;  and  the  queftion  being 
>before  the  Board,  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  declare,  that  I 
think  the  refblution  propofed  fhould  be  refcinded. 

The  Prefident  here  delares,  that  from  the  conftitution  of  the   fer- 
thcPrefident,  *  w&9  he  *s  wc^  convinced  no  perfon  but  himfelf  can  agitate  a  quef- 
tion 


Mr.Stratton't 
•pinion. 
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tion  at  the  Board  *  that  lie  has  ever  known  that  right  veiled  folely  in  thfe 
Prefident,  who  muft  always  be  fuppofed  the  beft  judge  of  what 
queftions  are,  and  are  not  fit  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company's  affairs ; 
and  who,  if  a  queftlon  ihould  be  propofed,  which  to  him  fhould  ap- 
pear productive  of  bad  confluences,  has  an  undoubted  right  to  pre- 
vent the  queftion  being  put. 

Mr.  Dalrymple  now  delivers  in  the  following  minute. 

ift.  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  having  on  the  24th  of  June  given  in  his 
remarks  on  my  minute  of  the  10th,  it  is  neceffary  for  me  to  take 
notice  of  fome  parts  of  thefe  remarks. 

2d.  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  calls  upon  me  to  explain  what  I  mean 
by  delufive  promifes  and  profefions  from  Cbepauk.  Has  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher  forgot,  that  the  Prefident  from  time  to  time  repeatedly  de- 
clared to  the  Board,  from  what  the  Nabob's  fans  faid  to  him, 
that  their  father  would  give  his  content  ^  and  that  his  Lordfhip  in- 
formed the  Council,  he  was  promifed  a  letter  to  that  effeft  from  the 
Nabob  himfelf,  wfco  at  laft  aUedged  it  was  a  miftake  of  Mr.  Cham- 
bers, the  Interpreter;  but  Mr.  Chambers  very  fufficiently  convinced 
me  k  was  not  bi$  mjlokc? 

3d.  Sir  Robert  alto  feems  to  forget,  that  he  very  lately  told  the 
Board,  that  during  Lord  Figot's  ahfence  at  Tanjore,  on  a  report  that 
he  (Sir  Robert)  dabbled  in  Durbar  politicks,  he  had  carried  Captain 
Rumley  and  Lieutenant  Mackay  to  the  Nabob,  who  declared  in 
their  prefence,  "  Sir  Robert  never  bad  any  converfation  with  him  en 
"  political  affairs ;"  How  Sir  Robert,  f}>eaking  of  the  Nabob's  de- 
*c  claration,  that  he  would  never  give  up  the  Country,  fays 
thefe  words,  "  I  am  fure  thofe  correfpond  entirely  with  what  the 
u  Nabob  /aid  to  me9  when  I  advifed  him  to  follow  the  line  of  the 
u  Company's  orders  •,  I  am  ready  to  bring  evidence  to  the  Board,  that 
"  he  invariably  held  the  fame  language  with  others" 

4thr 


Mr.  Dalrym- 
ple in  reply- 
to  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher's  re- 
marks on  his 
minute  10th 
June. 

Vide  Sir  Ro- 
bert's minute 

A. 


&• 
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£•  4th.  Sir  Robert  alfo   forgets,    that  my  mhfute  of   10th  of  June, 

mentions  the  latter  end  of  February,  as  the  time  when  precipitancy  was 
objefted  to,  and  therefore  it  muft  refer  to  the  Country,  and  not  to 
the  Forty  as  the  Company's  troops  garrifon'd  Tanjore  the  9th  of 
February  •,  vide  alfo  Sir  Robert's  own  minute  F,  where  he  fays  the 
prefent  fituation  of  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  appears  to  be  inconfiftent 
with  our  orders  from  England  by  the  Grenville. 

t\  5th.  Sir  Robert  obferves,  I  lay  great  ftrefs  on   the  unanimous  con- 

fent  of  the  Board,  that  it  was  proper  and  neceffary  for  the  Prefident  to 
go  to  Tanjore ;  he  fays,  c€  With  himfelf  be  thought  that  meafure  nei- 
"  ther  proper  or  neceffary,  as  will  appear  from  a  minute  which  he 
"  had  prepared  in  the  beginning  of  March,  and  had  ftiewn  to  the 
"  Prefident  and  other  members  long  before  the  25th/9 


cc 


t?  6th.  This  minute  I  never  law  before,  and  therefore  I  muft  have  been 

a  conjuror  to  have  known  Sir  Robert  had  fuch  lentiments  in  the 
beginning  of  March,  from  what  palled  in  Council  the  25th;  when 
it  was  (as  I  reprefented)  unammoufy  refolved,  That  it  was  proper  and 
neceffary  c<  for  the  Prefident  to  go  to  Tanjore,  For  the  reafons  fet 
"  forth  in  his  minute"  It  is  true,  Sir  Robert  in  his  difient  to" 
that  day's  confutation,  fays,  "  He  aflentcd  to  this  refolution,  that  it 
was  pr<per  and  neceffary  for  the  Prefident  to  go  to  Tanjore,,  for  the 
reafons  let  forth  in  his  minute,  upon  the  idea  that  more  members 
"  of  the  Council,  would,  upon  a  fubfequent  motion,  be  joined  with 
cc  the  Prefident,  under  .exprels  and  particular  inftru&ions  figned  by 
«  the  Board." 

K#  7«  In  the  minute  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  has   now  brought  to  light, 

he  fays,  u  Had  the  Nabob  complied  with  our  defire  of  putting  his 
H  troops  under  our  management,  &c.  a  deputation  from  the  Board 
u  might  have  been  neceffary ;  but  fincc  the  Nabob  declines  to  follow 
"  the  advice  given  him,  &c.  I  thiqjfc  it  altogether  unneceffary  to  fend 
<c  any  deputation  to  Tanjore" 

8.  Sir 
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8.  Sir  Robert  fays,  "  Such  was  bis  opinion ;    but  when  the  report  L# 
**  had  fpread  all  over  the  Country,  that  the  Prefident  would  certainly 

"  go  to  Tanjore,  that  he  had  a&ually  polled  Palankeen  boys  on  the 
"  road,  &c.  He  did  not  cbufe  to   thwart  his  Lordlhip,  in  a  meafure 

*  which  he  famed  refohed  upon*  and  for  this  reafon  only*  he  agreed  to 
"  the  Prefident's  motion  for  going."     This  reafon  is  not  the  one  fet 

*  forth  in  the  Prefident's  minute*  nor  affigned  by  Sir  Robert  in  his  diflent. 

9.  To  reconcile  the  feeming  inconfiftencies  here,  is  a  tafk  too  much 

for  me  \  however  1  muft  add,  that  by  Sir  Robert's  minute  of  March,  J# 

he  propofes  no  ftipulation  in  behalf  of  the  Nabob  or  his  creditors, 
previous  to  the  Rajah's  reftoration;  and  that  the  whole  execution  of 
the  important  orders  by  the  Grenville,  which  was  thought  too  much  Q 

to  be  entrufted  to  the  Prefident  alone,  and  all  the  negotiations  Sir 
Robert  propofes  in  that  minute,  were  to  be  committed  by  this  Board  TJ 

to  the  military  officer  commanding  there.  Such  a  ftride  in  favour  of  the 
military  might  appear  extraordinary,  even  in  a  Commander  in  Chief, 
if  it  was  not  known  that  this  Commander  in  Chief,  has  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Council,  a  very  few  days  after  our  troops  entered 
Tanjore,  fent  his  baggage  thither  •,  fo  that  by  the  military  officers  com- 
manding there*  to  whom  the  power  of  negotiating  and  fettling  every 
thing  was  to  be  entrufted.  Sir  Robert  meant  himfelf. 

xo.  To  what  Sir  Robert  fays  of  his  imagining  Captain  M'Ken2ie's  jy| 

battalion  marched  to  the  Southward,  merely  as  an  efcort  to  Lord  Pigot, 
and  that  he  did  not  obferve  the  refolution  as  it  ftands*  'till  late  in 
May.  I  can  only  remark,  that  one  would  have  fuppofed  a  confutation 
of  fo  much  confeqience,  on  meafures  which  Sir  Robert  diiapproved, 
would  have  been  coniidered  with  more  attention. 

H.  No  inference  was  ever  drawn  from  the  refolution  of  25th  of 
March,  or  from  that  of  29th  of  May,  that  the  Rajah  fhould  be 
enabled  Jtocolleft,  as  bis  Revenues,  what  was  private  property  of  another  9  JfJ% 

4  N  it 
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it  was  only  aflerted,  that  the  orders  to  Captain  NPKenzie  were  con- 
formable to  the  refolution  of  the  25th  of  March,  and  that  thofe 
orders  did  not  give  any  authority  to  fcize  private  property. 

12.    Sir  Robert   adds,    As  the   minutes   are  to  go   to  Bengal,    fe- 
veral  paragraphs  from  the  Company's  records  ;   and  as   Sir  Robert 
1^  exprefles  his    fears  that  he  went  too  far,    in  giving  his  aflent  to  \ 

paragraph  in  the  public  letter  per  Ankerwyke,  1  hope  he  will  thank 
me  for  removing  thofe  fears,  by  the  following  extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  Court  of  Directors,  10th  of  April,  1771. 


cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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Par.  1 2  th.  "In  our  .letter  to  you  of  30th  November  laft,  Par. 
16,  17,  We  directed  that  you  fhould  on  no  account  withdraw  our 
troops  from  the  fortrefles  which  they  garrifbn  in  the  Carnatic* 
"  On  the  matureft  deliberation,  we  fee  the  greateft  reafon  not  only 
to  enforce  our  faid  orders,  hut  to  fignify  to  you  our  exprefs  dis- 
approbation of  the  promife  which  you  have  made  to  the  Nabob, 
and  to  iffue  our  pofitive  inflxudions,  that  you  do  not,  at  any 
future  time,  give  the  Nabob  the  leaft  reafon  to  expeft  that  fuch 
a  meafure  can  poflibly  take  place.  The  Nabob  himfelf  deflred 
a  proper  number  of  his  Sepoys  might  be  taken  into  the  Com- 
pany's fervioe,  put  under  our  officers,  and  difciplined  like  the  reft 
"  of  our  troops ;  that  the  expence  thereof  fhould  be  defrayed  by 
"  himfelf,  and  that  if  the  Company  would  agree  thereto,  and  give 
"  ftridt  orders  that  our  officers  fhould  not  interfere  in  the  affairs  of 
"  his  revenue,  be  would  difmifs  all  the  troops  he  kept  in  the  faid 
"  Countries^  and  depend  on  us  alone  for  preferving  the  tranquility  of 
"  the  Carnatic." 

13.  **  We  cannot  but  view  fuch  a  rtquejl  of  the  Nabob,  and  a*M- 
"  pliance  therewith  oh  our  part*  to  be  as  binding,  all  circum fiances 
"  confidered,  as  though  the  conations  were  flipu'ated  by  a  formal  treaty ; 
"  and  therefore,  unlefs  the  Nabob  can  urge  with  propriety  (which  we 
f  hope  is  not  the  cafe)  that  our  military  officers  have  improperly  inter- 

"  fered 
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tt  fcred  in  the  bufmefs  of  his  revenues,  We  cannot  conceive  that  he  has 
H  even  a  right  to  cxpcft  us  to  recede  from  our  part  of  the  agreement." 

13.  I  leave  Sir  Robert  to  define  the  limits  between  force,  in  any  fcnfc 
of  the  word,  which  we  muft  not  ufe  with  the  Nabob,  and  our  right  to 
interfere  with  a  degree  of  authority  to  remonjlrate,  demand  and  require^ 
which  he  is  pleafed  to  eftablifh,  as  indifputably  lodged  with  the  Com- 
pany's government :  I  ihall  only  afk,  if  the  Nabob  pays  no  attention 
to  renionftranceS)  demands  and  requifittons,  what  is  to  follow  ? 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  informs  the  Board,  that  as  it  appears  to  him,  that 
Mr.  Dairy m  pie's  minute,  now  delivered  in,  can  only  tend  to  perplex  the 
reader,  he  thinks  it  does  not  merit  any  anfwer  from  him. 


AT    A    CONSULTATION,    9*  July,  1776. 

PRESENT, 

As  before. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  adds  to  what  he  faid  at  the  Confultatibn  of  yefter* 
day,  upon  the  reading  of  Mr.  Dalrymple's  minute,  u  That  what  Mr. 
"  Dalrymple  has  afferted,  with  refpeft  to  the  Nabob,  Sir  Robert 
cc  Fletcher,  Captain  Rumley  and  Lieutenant  George  Mackay,  is  not 
44  matter  of  fad." 

Upon  which  Mr.  Dalrymple  remarks,  that  having  introduced  the 
Name  of  Lieutenant  Mackay,  he  underftands  he  made  in  that  a  miftakc, 
as  Captain  Rumley's  name  only  was  mentioned.  In  other  refpe&s,  he 
knows  of  no  miftake  committed  in  that  minute. 


Tuefday,oth 
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Minute  delivered  in  by  Mr,  Stratton,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  M  ?flr*# 
Brooke,  Floyer,  Palmer,  Jourdao,  and  Mackay,  on  Tuefday  9th 
July,  1776. 

The  Prefident  having,  at  two  former  Confutations,  aflTerted  a  right 
to  adjourn  the  Council,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 
Board ;  having,  in  the  civil  department,  refufed  to  put  a  previous 
queftion  (which  was  moved)  althbugh  defired  by  many  of  the  Board, 
who  had  not  had  time  to  conQder  of  the  propofition  laid  before  them  j 
having  yefterday  refufed  to  put  a  queftion  regularly  moved,  for  refund- 
ing a  former  rcfolution  of  Council  •,  and  having  afferted,  that  a  reiolu- 
tion  of  the  majority  of  the  Board  cannot  be  carried  into  execution  with- 
out his  concurrence,  in  the  Utter  of  which  he  was  fupported  by  Mr. 
Dairy m pie;  we  think  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  exprefs  the  aftwiih- 
ment,  as  well  as  concern,  we  feel  at  hearing  fuch  doctrines  from  the 
President  *  to  declare,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  that  fuch  claims  are  incom- 
patible with  the  rights  of  the  other  Members  of  this  Government,  and 
,  that  many  dangerous  confequences  might  enfue  from  theadmiflion  of  fuch 
unconditional,  and  we  are  forry  to  fay,  arbitrary  opinions.  We  know 
that  the  Government  is  vefted  in  a  majority  of  the  Board,  and  that  that 
majority  may  exift  whether  the  Prefident  be  of  it  or  not.  Duty  to  our 
Mafters  and  to  our  country,  regard  to  thofe  who  are  placed  under  this 
Government,  and  our  own  honour,  require  that  we  (hould  never  give 
up  any  rights  intruded  to  us  by  the  conftitution.  We  know  our  rights, 
but  we  fincerely  hope  never  to  be  driven  to  the  painful  neccflky  of 
exerting  them.  It  will  on  this  occafion,  we  hope,  fuffice,  that  the 
opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  Board  being  for  refunding  the  refolu* 
tion  upon  the  fecond  motion  of  the  Prefident  of  the  17th  June,  the 
fame  is  legally,  though  not  in  the  ufual  form,  refcinded. 

Mr.  Dairy m pie  thinks  this  a  proper  occafion  to  obferve,  that  from  a 
careful  peruial  of  the  Company's  Commiffion  of  Government,  he  finds 

that  the  Council  are  appointed  the  better  to  enable  the  Governor  to 

manage 
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(    3*7    ) 

« 

manage  the  affain  of  the  Company  «,  that  he  therefore  cannot  think  the 
Council  were,  either  by  the  letter  or  fpir it  of  that  Com  miflion,  intend* 
cd  to  manage  the  Company's  affairs  without  the  Governor. 

Letter  from  Colonel  Stuart  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  entered  in 
Confultation  the  25th  ultimo,  and  then  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table, 
is  now  taken  into  confideration. 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  foe  the  reafons  affigned  in  Colonel  Stuart's 
letter,  and  becaufe  he  wifhes  to  have  Colonel  Stuart's  fentinpents  upon 
the  (late  of  the  fort  and  country  of  Tanjore,  with  refpeft  to  their  de- 
fence, particularly  at  a  time  when  there  is  intelligence  of  armaments 
coming  from  France,  recommends  that  he  be  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  Tanjore. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Dairy mple  addreflbs  himfelf  to  the  Board  as 
followeth  \ 

Colonel  Stuart's  Letter  fays,  "  That  according  tot  he  beft  information 
"  he  is  able  to  obtain  refpc&ing  the  importance  of  the  feveral  military 
polls  or  commands,  &c.  It  jeems  that  the  command  of  the  troops  in 
the  fort  and  garrifon  of  Tanjore,  with  the  dependencies  in  thdt  coun- 
try,  where  the  Company  have  fo  lately  acquired  influence,  is  on 
every  account,  at  this  crifis,  the  mod  important  of  any  under  this 
Prefidency ;"  and  on  this  he  alledges,  that  according  to  the  general 
pra&ice  or  courfe  of  military  feryice*  the  rooft  rtjfonfibk  command  does, 
by  the  rank  he  holds,  belong  to  him,  in  cafe  the  Commander  in  Chief 
does  not  occupy  that  pod.- 

Colonel  Stuart  was  appointed  to  Vellore  to  fucceed  Colopel  Lang,, 
who  had  been  called  down  to  Madras*,  and  inftcad  of  proceeding  forth-  r 
with  to  his  command  in  the  (pint  of  military  fervke,  belays  in  a  claim. 

4  O  to. 
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\ 

to  a  different  command  ;  alledging,  that  his  rank  entitles  him  to  the 
moji  refponfibk  command,  and  then  determines  for  himfclf  what  is  the 
moft  refpdnfible  command*  a  point  on  which  he  has  no  right  to  deliberate. 

On  Colonel  Stuart's  arrival,  Colonel  Lang  commanded  the  fir  ft  re- 
giment,  whereof  one  battalion  was  Rationed  at  Vefiorej  from  which 
garrifon  Colonel  Lang  had  been  called  down  to  Fort  $r.  George  or* 
Lord  Pigot's  arrival,  and  the  vacancy  at  Vellore  was  not  filled  up^  the 
other  battalion  was  Rationed  to  the  fouthward,  feven  companies  at  TrU 
chinopbly,  and  only  three  companies  at  Taxijore— Colonel  Stuart  made 
choice  of  this  regiment.      ■     •  ■    •• 

* 

■ 

The  Commander  in  Chief  recommended,  with  great  propriety,  that 
Colonel  Stuart  fhould  be  appointed  to  Vellore,  as  the  greateft  body  of 
his  regiment  was  there,  and  as  that  garrifon  only  was  vacant.  The  Pre- 
fident  at  that  time  informed  the  Board,  that  Colonel  Stuart  had  ex- 
prefled  a  wilh  to  go  to  the  fouthward  ;  I  very  heartily  concurred  with 
the  Commander,  in  Chief,  for  the  fubftantial  reafons  he  affigned,  as 
did  the  other  Members  of  the  Board,  none  making  any  objection,  ex* 
cept  what  the  Prefident  had  faid;  ' 

Notwithftanding  this  refolution  taken-  on  fuch  good  grounds,  and 
well  confidered,  Colonel  Stuart  thinks  proper  to  demur,  alledging 
Tanjore  is  a  place  of  mod  importance. 

That  Tanjore  ts  a  place  of  the  utmofi  importance,  I  readily  admit  \ 
but  its  importance  is  not  military,  but  political.  It  is  no  frontier  $  iris 
not  expofed  to  any  attack ;  th*  garrifon  is.  only  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  Europeans,  fourteen  artillery  included  -y  and  although  there  are 
three  battalions  of  feapoys  m  the  Tanjore  dominions,  two  of  thefe  are 
difperfed  over  the  country  in  fmall  parties,  to  protecft  the  Rajah's 
officers  in  collecting  the  revenues ;  and  when  the  Rajah's  Government 
is  properly  eftablifhed,  the  garrifon  of  Tanjore  will  not  be  greater 
than  at  prefcnt ;  and  if  fa  many  of  the  Seapoys  are  kept  in  the  country, 

i  it 
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if  $fll  probably  bp  thoiight  necefiary  to  keep  the  greater  pwt  new 
jo  l^e  fes*  pogft  inftead  of  at  Ta,5Jore. 

Vellore  is  garrifoned  with  544  Europeans,  including  1 2  Artillery, 

r  •  •  »  -    *• 

and  i90oSeapoys.  Veliore  is  a  frontier  place;  and  if  Hyder  or  the 
Marattas  invade  the  Carnatic,  it  is  on  that  fide  they  are  to  be 
cxpe&ed. 

Bfr.  Dalrymple  aflerting  in  his  minute,  that  when  the   Rajah's     SirRofcerr 
government  is  properly  eftabliihed,  the  gartiion  of  Tanjore  will  not     j^^f  Jn8  re. 
be  greater  than  it  is  at  prefent,  the  Commander  in  Chief  does  not     ply  thereto* 
know  by  what  authority  it  is  that  Mr.  Dalrymple  fo  pofttively  fixes 
what  (hall  be  the  garrifon  of  Tanjore  *  but  it  is  his  (the  Commander 
in  ChiePs  opinion)  that  Mr.  Dalrymple's  judgement  of  the  garrifon 
of  Tanjore  is  extremely  erroneous  j  and  that  the  garrifon  ought  to  be 
at  leaft  one  complete  battalion  of  European  Infantry,  one  hundred^ 
Artillery,  and  four  battalions  of  Seapoys,  according  to  the  prefent 
eftablifhment  of  iooo  each;    independent  of  the  garrifon*  to  be 

allotted  for  the  forts  dependent  upon  Tanjore. 


Mr.  Dalrymple  acquaints  the  Board,  that  he  has  no  other  authority 
for  luppofing  what  will  be  the  garrifon  of  Tanjore,  than  from  the 
fize  of  the. little  fort;  and  is  perfuaded,  that  unlefs  the  troops  are  kept 
diftip&  from  the  Natives,  that  it  will  be  impofliMe  to  maintain  har- 
mopy  at  Tanjore. 

« 

The  Brefideqt  then  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  extract  of 
a  letter  from  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  to  his  Vackeel.   ' 

It  is  talked  here  that  Colonel  Stuart  will  be  fent  jo  Command  in 
this  place ;  you  will  therefore  tell  his  Lordfhip,  that  Colonel  Harper, 
who  commands  at  prefent,  is  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  affairs 
here  in  fome  degree,  wherefore  I  thiijk.  it  will  be  better  to  con- 
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ttnue  him  in  the  command  for  the  prefent,  than  to  appoint  any  new 
man,  or  a  ftranger  to  this  country;  you  will  inform  this  to  his 
Lordfhip. 

Whereupon  the  Prefident  collefts  the  fenfe  of  the  Board,  as  to  the 
appointment  of  Colonel  Stuart  to  the  command  of  Tanjore,  as  recom- 
mended by  Sir  Robert  Fletcher. 

Mr.  Mackay  for  the  appointment. 

Mr.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Jourdan.  Although  we  cannot  entirely  approve 
of  officers  claiming  particular  commands,  yet  the  fame  being  refpe&fully 
fet  forth,  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  recommending  Colonel 
Stuart  to  be  put  into  the  command  of  Tanjore,  we  acquiefce  therein. 

Mr.  Stone.  The  reafons  urged  by  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  for 
Colonel  Stuart's  being  ordered  to  Vellore,  when  it  was  propofed  he 
fhould  go  to  the  fbuthward,  appeared  to  me  fo  fatisfa&ory,  that  I 
had  00  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the  meafure,  and  therefore  readily 
concurred  therein.  I  fee  no  one  reafon  afligned  in  Colonel  Stuart's 
letter,  which  did  not  exift  at  the  time  Colonel  Stuart  was  ordered  to 
Vellore,  and  therefore  cannot  change  my  opinion.  I  have  no  objeftion 
to  his  being  ordered  to  proceed  to  Tanjore  of  any  other  place,  for  the 
purpofe  of  tranfmitting  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  fuch  information 
as  may  be  ncceflary  with  regard  to  the  (late  of  the  fortifications,  and 
difciplineof  the  troops;  but  I  think  it  improper  that  the  fecond  in 
command  fhould  be  fixed  where  fo  fmall  a  part  of  the  troops  of  his 
brigade  are  ftationed,  and  when  by  far  the  mod  confiderable  part  of  his 
brigade  is  ftationed  at  Vellore,  a  place  in  my  opinion  of  much  more 
importance  from  its   *   than  Tanjore. 

Ml*.  Floyer.  For  the  reafons  afligned  by  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  in  his  minute  now  before  the  Board,  I  am  of  opinion  that 

Colonel 


*  There  feems  an  omiifion  in  copying  this  place;   fonething  being  wanted  to  *£&• 
der  the  fenfe  complete* 
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Colonel  Stuart  fhould  be  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  duty  reedfrr- 
rnended  by  his  Commander  in  Chief}  ami  that  he  fhould  confequently, 
-as  a  fenlor  officer  to  Lietrt.  Col.  Harper*  take  tipon  him  thetommand  of 
the  troops  in  the  Fort  and  Country  of  Tahjore,  at  prefent  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harpd,  during  fuch  fervice  as  the 
Commander  in  Chief  has  pointed  out  to  be  neceffary  s  I  am  therefore 
for  his  appointment. 

Mr.  Dafrymple.  1  am  againft  the  qtieftion  for  the  felfons  afligned 
in  my  minute,  to  which  I  muft  add,  that  appointing  Colonel  Stuart 
to  the  command  of  the  garrifon  of  Tanjore,  appears  to  nle  to  pre- 
clude him  from  Infpefting  the  Forts  of  Trichinopoly>  &c.  which  the 
Comnflttder  in  Chief,  in  the  prcfent  (late  of  his  own  health)  declared 
he  thought  k  neceffary  for  Colonel  Stuart  to  do  y  and  I  thihk  the 
Rajah  having  requeued  that  Colonel  Harper  be  Confirmed  \  *hc  Board 
■ought  to  pay  attention  to  his  %ifb. 

Mr.  Ruflell.  1  aflentcd  toColoftel  Stuart's  fteing  appointed  to  the 
command  at  Vellore,  for  thfc  reafons  given  by  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  which  induced  me  to  believe  it  ^as  the  moft  important  com- 
mand. 1  know  of  no  change  of  circumftanceS)  £hd  therefore  muft 
abide  by  that  opinion ;  and  therefore  am  againft  the  queftion. 

Mr.  Brooke  is  for  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Stuart,  becaufe 
Tanjore,  a  place  of  great  importance,  is  m  a  defencelefs  ftate  j  becaufe 
there  is  intelligence  of  the  French  fending  armaments  this  feafon,  and 
it  becomes  nfceeflary  that  *e  have  the  Jentiments  of  the  ablell  perfon 
laid  before  the  Board,  in  order  that  it  may  b*  put  into  the  beflr  ftate 
of  defence  poffible  j  ahd  more  particularly,  becaufe  the  Company  have 

appointed  him  the  fecond  in  cOAimand>  and  he  is  recommended  by 
Sir  Robert  Fletcher. 


tar.  jftalryri  • 
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Mr.  Stratton.     On  thft  reamfnendation  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
(which  the  Company  dire&s  that  we  fhould  always  pay  due  attention 
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to)  I  am  of  opinion  that  Colonel  Stuart  fhould  be  appointed  to  the- 
command  of  Tanjore  j  more  particularly  as  the  Corfimander  in  Chief, 
declares  in  the  minute  of  this  day,  that  the  garrifon  there  fhould  confifb 
of  i  complete  Battalion  of  Europeans,  ioo  Artillery,  and  4  battalions, 
of  Seapoys ;  from  which  I  muft  conclude  that  he  purpofes  recommend-- 
fuch  a  difpofition  of  the  troops,  when  he  lays  this  fubjeft  before  the 
Board; 


Minateoftbe 
Prcfidcnt 
aflagning  rei- 
fonswhy  Col. 
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Xanjqrc* 


parried  for 
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The  Pfefident  having  recommended  to  the  confideration  of*  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  that  the  troops  at  Poonamlee  and  Vellore  fhould' 
be  joined  in  one  body,  which  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs-  feems  to* 
require ;  the  great  difficulty  in  fupplying  provifions-for  the  troops  in' 
this- part  of  the  country,  and  the  Commander  iiv  Chiefs  health  and' 
other  occupations,  which  he  thinks*  his  indifpenfible  duty,  confining 
him  to  Madras,  I  am  of  opinion  that  Colonel  Stuart  fhould  continue 
in  the  command  of  Vellore,  where  the  greateft  part  of  his  own  regi- 
ment now  is;  and  if  fuch  an  arrangement  as  above-mentioned  fhould 
take  place,  a  principal  part  of  our  troops  will  be  immediately  under. 
.  his  eye. 

I  join  in  wilhes  with  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  have  Col..  Stuart's 
fentiments  upon  the  ftate  of  the  fort  and  the  country  of  Tanjore,  with 
Ecfpcft  to  their  defence,  as  well  as  upon  that  of  Trichinopoly,  &c.  I 
before  exprefled  my  defire  to  have  the  fentiments  of  the  Commander  i» 
Chief  upon  thefe  fubje&s,  had  his  health  enabled  him  to  have  n>ade 
fuch  a  journey  ;  but  Lentirely  difapprove  of  the  continuance  of  Col. 
Stuart  to  the  fouthward ;.  where,  after  the  above  fervices  are  executed, 
he  can  be  of  no  fervice  to  the  Company.  I  cannot  therefore  give  my. 
confent  to  his  appointment  to  the  command  of  Tanjore,  and  the  remo- 
val of  Col.  Harper,  who  has  behaved  well  and  fatisfa&ory  both  to  the 
Rajah  and  myfelf. 


Carried  for  the  appointment  of  Col.  Stuart,  feven  to  four, 
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Mr,  Dairy  topic  in  his.  minute  entered  in  confutation  the  ill  July, 
having  faid,  "  Concerning  the  accounts,  I  Jhall  not  pretend  to  decide* 
whether  the  information  Lord  Pigot  received  in  the  fanjore  country* 
9r  the  under/landing  of  the  majority?  are  mofk  to  be  relied  on" 

In  order  to  clear  up  this  matter,  Mcffrs.  Stratton,  Sir  Robert  Flet- 
cher; Brooke,  Fteyer,  Palmer,  Jourd'an,  aod:  Mackay,  who  gave  3 n 
the*  minute  oq  which  Mr.  Dairy mpie  remark*,  think  it  rfeceflary*  that" 
the  Secretary  be  ordered  to  write  to  Mr.  Benfield,  and  Mr.  De  Souza,- 
to  defire  them  to  give  the  Board  all  the  information  theyvcan  refpefting 
the  accounts  alluded  to;  and  whether  they  believe  thofe  accounts  were- 
carried  away,  or  left  in  the  country,  when  the  Rajah  gpt  pofleflion  of  it. 

Mr.  Dalrymple  remarks  to  the  Board,  that,  "  By  the  understanding 
of  the  Majority,  he  meant  what  the  majority  under/land/' 


-  * 


Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  write  accordingly  to  Meffrs.  Benfield 
and  De  Souza,  and  requeff  them  to  give  the  Board  every  information 
that  may  come  to  their  knowledge  relative  to  the  accounts  of  the  Tan- 
jore.  country,  on  the  redoration  of  the  Rajah. 

10.  Conformable  to  the  minutes  of  confuhation  field  yefterday,  the 
following  letter  is  now  font  to  Mr.  Paul  Benfield. 

4 

fa  Mr..  Paul  Benfield.  . 

SIR,  . 

I  AM  direfted  bythe  Right  Honourable  thePrefident  and  Council,  to 
recjueft  you  will  without  lofs  of  time  give  therA  every  information  that 
may  have  come  to  your  knowledge,  relative  to  the  accounts  of  the  Tan- 
jpre  country  on  the  reftoraxion  of  the  Rajah.  * 


I  am,  Sir, 


Fort  St*  George, 


.i 


Your  molt  obedient  fervanr, 

R.  J.  SUUVAN,  Secretary, 

And 


Minute  of 
the  majority 
refpe&ingthe 
accounts  in 
the  Tanjore 
country. 


MtvDalryai- 
pie's  expla- 
nation of  an 
eipreffion 
ufed  by  him. 

Mr.  Benfield 
and  De  Souza 
be  applied  to 
refpedting 
the  Tanjor* 
accounts*. 


Letter  to 
Mr.  Benfield. 

for  informa- 
tion regard- 
ing the  ac- 
counts in  the 
Tanjore 
country. 


t    334    ) 
Aad  the  lame  ttaifo  addreflcd  to  Mr.  Antomo  de  Souza. 


Ji  Mr.  dntonio  De  Souzs. 


I  letter  id  Ku 
De  Souza 
orinfbrma- 
don  regard* 
ing  the  ac- 
counts in  the 
Tanjore 
country* 


SIR, 


1  AM  dirc&ed  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  and  CbuneB, 
to  requeft  you  will  without  lofs  of  time  give  therja  every  information 
chat  may  have  come  to  your  knowledge  relative  to  the  accounts  of  the 
Tanjore  country  on  the  reftoration  of  the  Rajah. 

lam,  Sir, 


Fort  St.  George^ 
10th  July,  1776. 


Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
*.  J.  SULIVAN,  Secretary 


Friday,  xath 
July,  1 776. 


Minute  of 
Mr.  Floyer, 
quoting  an 
occurrence 
in  the  Coun- 
cil at  Bengal, 
when  thcPie- 
fidentwas  of 
the  minority* 


AT    A    CONSULTATION,  nth  July,  177^ 

PRESENT, 
The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Governor, 


George  Stratum 
Henry  Brooke 
Alexander  Dalrymple 
John  Maxwell  Stone 
Francis  Jourdan 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

Charles  Floyer 
Archdale  Palmer 
George  Mackay. 


Mr.  Ruflell  indifpofed. 

r 

Mr.  Floyer  delivers  in  the  following  mirtute. 

Mr.  Dalrymple*,  In  reply  to  the  minute  delivered  and  figned  by  ftvtn 
Members  of  the  Council,  which  was  read  at  the  laft  ccaful  ration,  has 
laid,  that  the  words  therein  inferted  were  not  thofc  he  made  ufe  of  at 

the  Board 

Whether 


I 
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Whether  they  were  fo,  verbatim,  I  think  It  unneceflary  for  me  to 
contend ;  but  I  am  pofitive  that  the  purport  of  his  declared  opinionwas, 
that  no  proceeding  of  the  Board  can  be  deemed  an  aft  of  this  govern- 
ment, unlefs  it  be  firft  approved  by  the  Govcrnour ;  a  doftrine  fubver- 
five  of  the  conftitution  of  our  country,  and  that  delegated  to  the  En- 
glifh  Eaft-India  Company  by  the  Royal  Charter,  has  made  too  deep  an 
impreffion  on  my  mind  for  me  not  to  retain  the  fubftance,  though  per- 
haps not  all  the  very  words  exprefled  by  that  Member. 

To  me  it  appears  the  more  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Dalrymple  fliould 
perfift  in  fuch  opinion,  after  fo  great  a  majority  of  the  Board  have 
warned  him,  that  many  inconveniences  may  refult  therefrom  to  the 
Company's  affairs.     After  I  had  fo  very  fully  explained  a  circumftance 

to  the  Board,  at  our  meeting  of  the inftant,    which    was 

thought  pertinent  to  the  matter  then  in  debate,  it  was  this When 

I  was  a  Member  of  the  Council  at  Calcutta,  there  arofe  debates  in  the 
Council,  of  which  Mr.  Carder  was  Prefident,  concerning  the  powers 
vetted  in  the  felcft  Committee,  independent  of  thofe  of  the  Council, 
and  the  iffue  of  thofe  debates  was,  that  the  Council,  by  a  majority  of  its 
Members,  maintained  their  right  of  government  in  thofe  matters,  which 
had  heretofore  been  under  the  direction  of  the  Seleft  Committee,  and 
iflued  their  orders  in  confequence,  which  were  duly  obeyed  as  afts  of 
the  government.  The  Governor  (Mr»  Cartier)  and  the  two  fenior 
Members  at  the  Prefidency,  were  throughout  all  the  debates  in  the  mi- 
nority^  and  diffented  to  the  meafures  thus  taken  by  the  majority,  which 
confiftcd  of  the  other  five  Members  of  the  Council ;  and  the  Governor 
would  not  fign  the  letter  from  the  Board  which  accompanied  their  pro- 
ceedings to  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Direftors,  who,  by  their  re- 
turning advices,  approved  and  confirmed  the  meafures  of  the  majority 
of  their  Council,  and  thought  proper  to  deprive  Mr.  Cartier  of  the  go- 
vernment. This  circumftance,  to  the  beft  of  my  recolleftion,  happened 
in  June,  July,  and  Auguft  1771,  for  the  truth  of  which,  I  appeal  to 
Mr.  Ruffell,  who,  as  well  as  myfelf,  was  a  Member  in  that  minority. 

4  Q^  Hence 


1 


Minute  of  the 
minority, 
containing 
remarks  on 
Mr.  Diliym- 
plc's  minute 
refpectin^the 
Prefident's 
powers;  his 
conversation 
with  Colonel 
Harper,  and 
apprehenfions 
from  the  Ma- 
rattas. 
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Hence  I  fhoulJ  prefume  it  is  evident,  that  the  Honourable  the 
Court  of  Directors  could  not  poffibly  entertain  an  idea,  that  the  affect 
of  their  Prefident  was  otherwife  material  to  (lamp  an  an  aft  of  Go- 
ve ra.tient,  become  fo  by  the  refolutions  of  2  majority  of  their  Coun* 
cil,  than  as  his  (ingle  vote  in  general,  and  his  carting  vote  in  a  parti- 
cular cafe,  where  the  voices  of  the  members  are  equal  in  number* 
could  affedt  the  operations  of  the  Council* 

If  therefore  thofe  were  not  the  words  expreffed  by  Mr.  Dalrymple, 
he  will,  I  fuppofe,  explain  him  ft  If  to  the  Board. 

Although  Mr.  Dalrymple  has  been  pleaied,  on  the  eve  of  tranfmit- 
ting  copies  of  our  proceedings  to  Bengal,  to  compile  a  volume  of 
general  ftri&ures  on  our  diflents  and  minutes,  it  would  be  as  unbe- 
coming as  it  is  unneceffary  in  us,  to  defcend  into  a  replication  to  argu- 
ments that  we  think  (land  felf-confuted,  and  appear  to  be  but  mere 
quibbles  upon  words  and  fentences ;  our  time  does  not  permit  fuch 
altercations* 

« 

Mr.  Dalrymple's  notion  of  the  President's  powers*  his  deference  to 
the  orders  of  the  time  of  Queen  Anne,  and  his  arguments  again  ft  Tun- 
kas*,  we  leave  to  the  consideration  which  they  may  be  thought  to  me- 
rit from  our  fuperiors,  but  we  cannot  pafs  over  two  very  extraordinary 
circumftances  which  he  hath  chofen  to  enter  upon  the  records ;  the 
tirlt  is,  the  converfatkm  he  relates  to  have  pafied  between  himfelf  and 
Lieut.  CoL  Harper  at  Tanjore*  the  other  is  a  kind  of  political  threat 
refpedting  the  Marattas,  which  he  throws  out  in  favour  of  the  Rajah 
againft  this  Government* 

Mr.  Dalrymple  fays  exprefcly,  that  Colonel  Harper  told  him  the 
Rajah  had  fent  for  him  on  a  particular  occafion,  and  told  him  that  he 
feared  the  Nabob  had  bought  off  the  admmifiratim  here.  How  Mr.  Dal- 
rymple Ihould  wantonly,  and  upon  the  hearfay  of  Colonel  Harper, 

chufe 

*    Orders  or  Alignments. 


w 
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chufe  to  rccorfl  a  convcrfation  reflecting  fuch  glaring  diflxonour  on  this- 
Government,  he  is  beft  able  to  explain. 

The  fecond  circumftance,  which  refpedb  the  Marattas,  is  a  political 
opinion,  and  as  fuch  merits  the  confideration  of  the  Governor-Gene-  - 
ral  and  Council,    who  have  lately  made  a  treaty  with  that  power*. 
If  the  Marattas  are  the  tribunal  to  which  the  Rajah  is  to  appeal  for 
juftice,  when  he  thinks  himfelf  aggrieved  by  the  adts  or  opinions  of 
the  Board,  the  Company's  orders  have  not  been  carried  into  execution < 
in  the  manner  they  intended,  or  the  Bpard  expetted  -,  for  we  underftood, . 
that  an  arrangement  would  be  made  frith  the   Rajah   effedually  to- 
preclude  either  Marattas,   Dutch,  or  French  from  interfering  in  his . 
affairs;  and  that  he  was  to  have  no  connection  with  aay  other  power, 
but  the  Company, .  without  their  confent* 

Mr.  Dalrymple  acquaints  the  Board,  that  he  will  give  in.  fome  re- 
marks on  the  aforegoing  minute. 

The  following  draught  of   a  letter  to  the  Governor  Geoeral  and 
Council,  to  accompany  the  proceedings  relative  to  Tanjore,  is  now 

read. 

To  the  Honourable  Warren  Haftings9  Efq\  Governor  General,  &c.  Council? 

of  Fort  William  in  Bengal*. 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

WE  had  the  honour  of  addreffing  you  the  13th  ultimo,  duplicate    -  Letter  to  thr 
whereof  comes  enclofed,  together  with  triplicate  of  our  letter  the  29th      GencwUnd ' 

March.  Council  ac- 

companying . 
the  proceed- 
In  compliance  with  the  defire  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  1 5th      ings  relative 

May,  we  now  tranfmit  you,  by  the  Swallow  Hoop  of  war,  a  copy  of     to    aDJorc*- 

afl  our  proceedings  relative  to  Tanjore ;  tod  as  the  iubjeft  will  be 

2  better 
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better  underftood  by  a  reference  to  fuch  matters  as  we  had  before  w 

for  our  guidance,    we  fend,   as  an  appendix  to  the  proceedings,  a 

copy  of  the  treaty  concluded  in  1762  between  Pretapa  Sing,  the  late 

*  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  the  Nabob,  which  treaty  you  will  perceive  to 

be  guaranteed  by  the  Englifh  ;  as  well  as  extracts  of  the  Company'* 
general  and  feparate  letters  12th  April,  1 775,  and  copies  of  all  papers  and 
letters  to  and  from  the  Nabob  as  have  not  been  entered  in  Confultation  : 
thefe,  with  our  proceedings,  will,  we  flatter  ourfelvcs,  give  your  Ho- 
nour, &c.  the  information  you  require* 

We  have  the  honour  to  t>e, 

.Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

'Your  moft  obedient 

And  moft  humble  Servants, 
Fort  St.  George, 

13th  July,  1776.  PIGOT,  &c.  Council. 

Mr.  Stratton,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  Meflieurs  Brooke,  Palmer,  Jour- 
dan  and  Mackay,  defire  that  the  following  paragraphs  may  be  added 
to  the  aforegoing  letter ;  but  the  Prefident  obje&ing  thereto,  they 
Hand  only  in  this  place. 

» 
Additional  Your  Honour,  &c.  will  obferve  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  our  Prefi- 

?hcU*ter  to°  dent  drew  out  as  an  addrefs  from  the  Board  to  the  Court  of  Diredtors, 
Bef  ?*KPr0~  anc*  w^ck  being  in  great  part  difapproved  by  a  majority,  the  Prefident 
majority.  has  tranfmitted  in  his  own  name  for  the  information  of  the  Company. 

In  the  third  paragraph  of  that  letter  you  will  pleafe  alio  to  obferve 
that  the  Prefident  has  declared,  that  the  whole  of  his  conduit  whilft 
at  Tanjore  has  been  difapproved  by  a  majority  of  the  Council :  you 
will  fee  from  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  that  a  difference  of  opinion 
has  prevailed  among  us,  not  only  regarding  the  President's  conduit  at 

Tanjore* 
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Tanjorc,  but  on  other  fubje&s  which  concern  the  moft  effential  inte- 
refts  of  the  Company ;  and  that  the  moft  ferious  difficulties  have 
arifen,  even  upon  the  powers  claimed  by  the  majority  of  the  Board, 
and  thofe  claimed  by  the  Prefident  in  his  own  perfon. 

Read  the  following  letters  from  Mr.  Benfield  and  Mr.  De  Souza. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Prefident  and  Governor  y  13  c.  Council 

of  Fort  St.  George. 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

IN  anfwer  to  the  letter  I  have  received  from  your  Secretary  of  the 
ioth  inftant,  I  take  leave  to  addrefs  you  the  following: 

By  the  Circar  are  kept  in  the  Tanjore  provinces,  firft,  the  Sumperdee 
accounts  in  Malabar  on  Cadjan  •,  thofe  are  taken  by  Sumperdee  offi- 
cers refiding  in  the  villages  or  mangans-,  thofe  accounts  are  dupli- 
cates or  counterparts  of  the  Naut  Canuck,  or  the  accounts  of  the  public 
officers  of  the  villages  and  mangans ;  the  Sumperdee  officers  of  the 
villages  and  mangans  tranfmit  their  accounts  to  their  fuperior  Sumper- 
dees,  redding  at  the  Cutcherries  of  the  Amuldars  and  Aumeens  in  the 
different  Subahs,  who  tranfmit  their  ftatements  to  the  Head  Sumperdee 
at  the  General  Cutcherry  at  Cumbaconum.  Secondly,  the  Moojumdar 
accounts  in  Maratta,  on  paper  :  thefc  are  taken  by  Moojundar  officers 
refiding  at  the  Cutcherry  of  the  Amuldars  and  Aumeens  in  the  different 
Subahs  from  the  Sumperdee  accounts  there  ;  thofe  accounts  are  tranf- 
mitted,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Sumperdee  accounts,  to  the  Head 
Moojundar  at  the  General  Cutcherry  at  Combaconum.  Thirdly,  the 
Duffer  accounts  at  the  General  Cutcherry  at  Combaconum,  in  Perfian 
and  Maratta.  Thofe  are  the  general  ftatements  of  receipts,  difburfe- 
ments,  and  all  tranfadtions  for  the  whole  province,  under  the  chief 
manager  of  the  country. 


Letter  from 
Mr.  Benfield, 
containing 
information 
refpedting 
the  accounts 
in  theTanjore 
country. 


4R 


On 


/ 
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On  the  part  of  the  people  are  kept  by  public  bfficers,  appointed  by 
the  inhabitants  in  every  village  and  mangan,  die  accounts  called  Naut 
Canuck,  in  Malabar  on  Cadjan;  thofe  are  originals  of  the  Sumper- 
dee  accounts.  They  further  contain  the  accounts  of  the  privileges, 
&c.  of  every  individual  inhabitant,  and  all  tranfa&ions  in  the  villages 
and  mangans.  The  Naut  Canuck  are  always  confidered  as  the  re- 
cords of  the  country,  and  are  preferved  as  fuch ;  they  are  referred  to 
both  by  the  Circar  and  the  people  of  the  country*  when  either  hath 
occafion. 


When  the  Dobbcer  moved  a  fhort  time  before  the  Rajah  was  reftor- 
cd,  he  took  with  him  the  accounts  belonging  to  his  Cutcherry  -,  the- 
Aumeens  of  the  different  Subahs  moved  part  of  the  accounts  of  their, 
refpeftive  Cutehcrries ;  the  Sumperdee  officers  continued  with  their 
accounts  at  the  villages  and  mangans,  and  the  Naut  Canuck  remain, 
undifturbed  in  their  places  as  ufuaL 

m 

This  information  I  am  able  to  give  your  Lordfhip,  &c.  from  my 
own  knowledge,,  and  from  my  people  who  refided  in  every  part  of 
the  country,  as  I  had  revenues  to  collect  throughout  the  province*  I 
am  with  refpeft, 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen,. 


Madras, 
12th  July,  1776. 


Your  obedient  humble  lervant, 


PAUL   BENFIELa 


/ 


Letter  from* 
Mr.  d«  Souza 
on  the  fame 


To  the  Right  Honourable  Gtorge  Lord  Pigoty  Prefident,  &fr.  Councili 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

ON  the  7  th  April  I  aft  I  arrived  at  Sheally,.  in  Tanjore  country,  ai 
Suhah  mortgaged  to  me  by  his  Highncfs  the  Nabob  Valajah,  for  mo- 
ney he  borrowed  of  me* 

The 
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The  8th  of  the  fame  month  I  defired  the  Subadar  of  Sheally,  by 
name  Veneapayen,  to  get  all  my  accounts  fettled.  He  told  me  that 
all  the  Maratta  and  Perfian  accounts  were  carded  to  Warrior  Poliam 
and  Alianoor,  where  Dobbeer,  the  manager  of  his  Highnefs,  was.  On 
this  I  afked  him  for  the  Malabar  accounts  of  that  Cutcherry.  He  told 
me  he  had  them  j  but  being  doubtful  of  his  Malabar  account,  I  or* 
dered  him  to  call  the  Natawar  of  the  Sheally  Subah,  and  defired 
them  to  bring  their  account,  which  is  always  kept  by  Nat  Camam 
(id  eft)  their  public  Clerk ;  which  accounts  in  Malabar  of  eacft  diftridt 
and  village  of  that  Subah  they  brought  to  me ;  and  from  the  8  th  till 
the  iothof  the  fanae  month,  being;  prefent  Natawars,  Nat  Camam,, 
Subadar,  and  officers  of  the  Cutcherry,  I  did  examine  my  ascpunts 
with  theirs,,  and  found  very  right  and  exalt  till  that  firae. 

On  the  nth  I  went  to  Pdndanelore,  Jerpandal,  and  Sholvaram,  dip 
trifts  of  the  Subah  of  Comhacomim.. 

The  1 2th  and  13th,  at  all  thefe  places  I  found  tl\e  accounts  ,of  the 
Natawars  of  thofe  places  in  the  fame  regular  manner  kept*  I  did  exa- 
mine their  accounts  with  thofe  kept  by  my  agents  in  thofe  diflri&s  o£ 
Combaconum,  being  alfo  mortgaged  to  me. 

On  the  14th  I  went  to  Combaconum,  and  on  .the  15th  I  fent  my 
agents  to  the  great  Cutcherry  of  Combaconum,  to  fettle  finally  the  faid 
accounts  with  Vintcatarey,.  the  Subadar  there,  who  at  that  time  a&ed 
for  the  Rajah,  and  had  before  then  aded  for  the  Nabob  y  he  promifed 
me  to  go*  and  I  returned  back  to  Sheally  on  the  1 6th,  and  got  all  my 
accounts  finally  fettled  there,  and  adjufted  with  thofe  Malabar  accounts* 
of  that  Cutcherry,,  and  of  the  Natawars  as  aforefaid,  and  an  abftradt 
of  the  whole  I  gave  to  Verapule  then  new  Subadar  for  the  Rajah* 

I  returned  again  to  Combaconum,  in  order  to  get  thofe  accounts  of 
the  afore&id  three  diftri&s  fettled  1  but  the  Subadar.  there"  did  put  me 

off 
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<  off  from  the  18th  to  izd  April.  Not  being  able  to  lofe  more  time,  I 
contented  myfelf  with  what  I  had  done,  having  before  examined  and 
fettled  thofe  very  accounts  with  thofe  of  the  Natawars;  which  accounts 
in  the  Tanjore  country  are  held  as  public  accounts  kept  in  archive  for 
all  times,  and  are  indifputable,  which  I  found  very  regulairly  kept  at 
thofe  places. 

This  is  all  I  can  inform  regarding  the  accounts  of  the  Tanjore  coun- 
try, few  days  before,  at,  and  after  the  reftoration  of  the  Rajah. 


This  addrefs  I  make  to  you  in  confequence  of  the  letter  I  received 
the  ioth  inftant  from  the  Secretary  Mr.  Sulivan,  by  your  order.  I 
am  with  refpeft, 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen^ 


Fort  St.  George, 
1 2th  July,  1776. 


Your  moft  obedient  and  moll  humble  fervant,' 

ANTONIO  DE  SOUZA. 


Read  the  following  letter  from  the  Nabob  : 


'Letter  from 
the  Nabob, 
being  a  con- 
tinuation of 
iiis  reply  to 
the    frefi- 
. dent's  letter 
of  the  13  th 
May,  refpeft- 
ing  evil  coun*; 
fellors. 


Tranjldte  of  a  Letter  from  the  Nabob  to  Lord  Pigot,  dated  the  6th  of  Jul/; 

received  Sth  ditto,  1776. 

IN  the  letter  I  did  myfelf  the  pleafure  to  write  to  you  on  the  izd 
of  May  laft,  I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  yours  to  me  of  the  13th  of 
that  month,  and  informed  you  that  it  was  my  intention  to  reply  to  it 
afterwards  more  fully,  which  I  now  proceed  to  do  accordingly. 

You  write,  "  That  on  reading  over  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Stratton 
«  and  the  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  you  had  found  two  letters 
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**  from  me  addrefied  to  Mr.  Stratton,  which  you  then  meant  to  reply 
€€  to.  That  it  did  not  furprize  you  to  hear  that  my  mind  was  full  of 
"  trouble  and  uneafinefs,  as  bad  counfellors  had  often  diftra&ed  minds 
"  as  great  as  mine!* 

Your* writing  of  my  being  in  trouble  and  uneafinefs,  I  regard  as  a 
mark  of  your  juftice  ;  but  your  fpeaking  of  my  having  bad  counfellors 
is  a  matter  of  furprize  to  me,  in  a  tranfadion  that  is  contrary  to  the  in- 
terefts,  the  credit,  and  the  honour  of  myfelf  and  of  the  Company.  I 
have  not  given  the  leaft  refinance,  in  any  mode  whatever,  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  Company's  orders,  but  have  contented  myfelf  with  fetting 
forth  my  diftrefles  to  my  friends,  m  the  hopes  of  obtaining  fedrefs. 
If  fuch  proceeding  is  to  be  Imputed  to  the  fuggeftions  of  evil  counfel- 
lors, I  am  without  resource. 

From  the  time  of  your  arrival  in  the  government  of  Madras,  I  hava 
embraced  one  line,  which  I  have  been  ftedfaft  to,  and  which  has  been 
to  bear  every  thing  without  refiflance,  hi  the  hope,  that  by  ftating  my 
rights,  and  the  fituation  I  am  in,  I  may  hereafter  be  enabled  to  obtain 
juftice  from  my  good  friends  the  Company  and  the  Englifh  Nation.  If 
I  have  all  along  purfued  fuch  a  line,  it  is  furprizing  that  you  fhould  fay 
I  have  bad  counfellors  about  me. 

You  write  that  my  fon,  Ameer  Ul  Omrah,  perhaps  forgbt  to  inform 
me,  that  Naroo  Pundit,  the  Dobbeer,  told  him,  after  Tanjore  was  ta- 
ken, he  would  not  defert  his  mailer  in  his  misfortunes ;  and  that  he 
refufed  to  aft  until  my  fon  carried  him  to  the  Rajah,  and  defired  the 
Rajah  to  lay  his  commands  Upon  him*  You  afk,  "  Was  it  noble ! 
"  was  it  generous  !  was  it  honourable  !  was  it  juft  to  imprifon  this  ve- 
"  nerable  old  man,  between  70  and  80  years  of  age  ?  this  public  offi- 

f  u  cerofthe  Tanjore  revenue,  this  officer  of  the  public,  and  not  my 

\  "  fervant/' 

4  &  I* 
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In  reply  hereto,  I  muft  inform  you,,  that  Tuljaujee,  during  his  own- 
adrniniftration,  difmified  and  imprifoned  all  his  father's  fervants.  At 
the  time  of  the  reduction  of  Tanjore  the  Dobbeer  was  under  confine- 
ment, and  Tuljaujee  had  before  plundered  his  houfc.  My  fon,  Omeer  Ul. 
Omrah,  releafed  him  by  my  orders,  and  he  entered  voluntarily  into  my. 
fervice,  as  appears  by  the  written  declaration  under  oath  which  he  then* 
gave  me ;  many  of  his  letters  are  now  in  my  pofleffion  ;  depending  on* 
thefe,  I  employed  him  in  the  affairs  of.  that  country .. 

During  the  government  of  Tuljaujee  and  his  father  Piirtaub  Sing*, 
the  Dobbeer  had  the  charge  of  the  Secretary's  office  only ;  and  it  is- 
plain  by  the  word  Dobbeer,  by  which  this  perfon  is  celebrated,  that- 
the  office  is  that  of  Secretary.  It  was,  I  who  appointed  him  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  affairs  there. , 

My  treatment  of  the  Dobbeer,  which  was-  publicly  known,  Having 
been  fuch  as  I  have  ftated  it,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  underftand  how  your 
Lordihip  could  have  learnt  that  I  imprifoned  him.     The  fad:  is,  that 
you  carried  him  away  like  a  prifoner  by  force  from  Alianoorj  my  coun* 
try*    Was  this  noble!  was  this  generous !  was  this  honourable!  was  ^ 
thisjuft?     You  did  not  merely  execute  the  Company's  orders  in  the 
affairs  of  Tanjore,  but  from  abundance  of  ill  humour  did  it  with  fo  lit- 
tle regard  to  forms^  that  I  have  been  difcredited  and  difhonoured,  the 
arrangement  of  the  affairs  of  my  government  has  been  violated,  and 
neither  my  own  people  nor  others,  far  or  near,  have  any  dependance  oo- 
me.  ' 

You  write,  "  You  had  learnt  from  the  Dobbeer,  that  during  the  three 
u  years  I  was  in  pofleffion  of  the  Tanjore  country,  I  had  received 
"  from  it  forty  Lacks  of  Pagodas,  which  you  fay  will  be  a  great  fatis- 
t€  fadtion  to  your  employers,  as  they  will  be  confident  that  the  expea- 
"  fes  I  have  been  at  cannot  have  amounted  to  near  that  fum." 

With 
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With  refpedt  to  my  h a virtg  received  forty  Lacks  of .  Pagodas  from. 
the  Tanjore  country  fince  the*  reduction  of  it,  this  is  an  aflertion  of  the 
DobbeerV;.  and  with  refpeft  to  my  expenfes  not  amounting  to  near  that 
fum,  this  is  your  Lordfhip's  eftimate.     Is  your  declaration,  founded  on- 
the  aflertion  of  the  Dobbeer,.  a  fufficient  proof. on  thefe  points  ? 

Tuljaujee,  when  under  my  commands,  told' me  a  number  of  things 
which  I  do  nQt  think  proper  to  repeat.,  I  will  fuppofe  for  the  prefent,, 
that  the  Dobbeer's  declaration  made  in  Tanjore  before  Tuljaujee  aud 
you,  under  the  idea  that  fuch  declaration  would  be  a  pleafure  to  you,, 
was  founded  in  reality;  yet  the  fum  he  mentions,  had  I  received  it, . 
would  not  have  been  equal  to  the  half  of  my  expenfes,  by  the  charges  i 
merely  of  the  two  Tanjore  expeditions, .  the  prize-money  on  both  • 
occafions,.the  difcharging  of  Tuljaujee's.  debts  to  the  Du tch' and  others, > 
the  twice  taking  into  my  fervice  a  large  force  of  horfe,  Seapoys,  Peons, , 
and  Golieries *  the  payment  of  a  confiderable  fum  to  the  Marattas,  to* 
prcferve  the  peace  of  the  Carnatic ;  the  laying  in  flocks  pf  rice  and  > 
grain,  iheep,  and  cattle,  monthly  hire  of  bullocks,  befidc9  a  number  of 
other  expenfes  that  you  have  never  thought  of,  the  loflesl  havefulbinrr- 
ed  have  been  very  confiderable. . 

I' have  a  full  reliance  on  the  equity  of 'your  Matters*  and  am  perfuaf*- 
ded  that  inftead  of  being  pleafed  they  will  be  uneafy  at  hearing  of  thefe 
affairs ;  that  they  will  not  approve  of  my  being  made  to  fuftain  fuch 
Heavy  lofTes,  and  that  they  will  place  no  dependance  on  accounts  which . 
by  violence  and  oppreffion,  and  keeping  my  clerks  and  managers  uq- 
der  confinement,,  you  havev  caufed  them  to  make  out  according  to> 
your  own  dictates. . 

The  Englifh  are  a  juft  and  equitable  people..  When  thty&t  them- 
felves  to  difcriminate  between  truth  and  falfehood,  whether  in  accounts . 
or  other  tranfa£tions,  they  do  not  proceed  by  force  of  arms,  .they  do 
not  ufe  violence  with  people,  to  make  them  prepare  and  give  accounts 
&-  according  • 
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according  to  their  own  dictates,  or  to  make  them  attend  to  give  evi- 
dence. 

You  write/*  You  learnt  from  the  Dobber,  that  the  revenue  of  Tanjore 
4€  for  this  year  amounted  only  to  twelve  Lacks  of  Pagodas  ;  that  there 
**  remained  only  three  Lacks  to  be  collected  from  the  Rajah ;  that  my 
"  receipts,  orders,  and  utual  charges  amounted  to  full  nine  lacks ;  and 
"  that  this  was  a  great  fatisfa&ion  to  you,  as  you  trailed  it  would  ena* 
"  bleme  to  pay  the  arrears  due  to  my  troops.** 

By  means  of  repairing  watercourfes  and  banks  of  tanks,  making 
advances  to  the  farmers,  and  giving  them  plenty  of  grain  for  fowing, 
fervices  executed  "by  my  foh  Omeer  XJ1  Omrah,  1  had  rendered  the 
•country  of  Tanjore  fo  flourifhing  in  inhabitants  and  cultivation,  that  it 
■was  never  known  to  be  in  fb  profperous  a  ftate.  The  Dobbeer  wrote 
me  word  that  the  crops  were  much  greater  thrt  year  than  they  were 
the  laftj  and  I  hoped  accordingly  to  have  collected  a  larger  fum  this 
year  than  I  did  the  lad.  The  whole  of  the  produce  was  affigned  over 
7o  my  creditors  and  troops. 

What  you  write  me,  founded  on  the  declaration  of  the  Dobbeer,  tihat 
the  produce  of  the  country  was  twelve  Lacks  of  Pagodas,  that  nine 
"Lacks  have  been  difbuffed  in  thctffual  charges,  and  that  three  Lacks 
'jremained  for  Tuljaujee  to  receive,  is  matter  of  great  furprize  to  me; 
in  all  events  the  produce,  whatever  it  may  have  been,  has  neither  l>een 
received  by  my  creditors  nor  troops,  nor  into  my  treafury  ;  it  is  in  your 
*power-to  Jearn  *how  it  has  been  difpdfed  of. 

The  Dobbeer's  faying  that  there  were  three  Lacks  of  Pagodas  to  re- 
ceive, proceeded  from  his  kindnefs.  If 'he  had  faid  there  was  not  a 
grain  of  paddy  remaining  in  that  country,  who  was  there  to  contradict 
lain?    Suppofing  even  that  the  colle&ions  this  year  had  been  equal  to 

what 
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what  you  fcy  there  were;  I  do  not  know  of  more  than  about  three  Lacks 
of  Pagodas  having  been  expended  on  my  account ;  whatever  remains 

muft  be  in  the  country.     You  write,  "  The  good  purpofes  the  meafure 

•  _ 

€C  has  anfwercd  will,  you  hope,  appear  to  me  a  fufficient  reafon   for 
€C  your  efcorting  the  Dobbeer  to  Tanjore." 

You  aik,  cc  Shall  the  gates  of  Alianoor,  or  any  other  gates  in  the 
*<  Payen-Ghaut,  be  Unit  againft  the  troops  of  the  Company,  who  have 
4S  fought  for  me  near  thirty  years,  when  they  aik  admittance  by  your 
"  authority  ?  You  fay  you  hope  not ;  that  this  would  be  an  improper 
€c  return  to  the  man  who  put  me  in  poffeffion  of  them,  upon  my  fo- 
*c  lemn  aflurances  that  there  was  no  diftin&ion  between  me  and  the 
«  Company,  and  that  I  wiflied  it  only  for  the  appearance  it  would  have 
u  with  the  Country  Powers," 

The  whole  country,  and  all  the  forts  belonging  to  me,  are  always 
open  for  the  eafe  and  convenience  of  my  friends,  ancj  no  one  ever  meets 
with  any  hindrance.  According  to  the  common  principles  of  equity 
eftablifhed  throughout  the  world,  there  cannot  be  a  greater  dishonour 
or  violation  of  the  ties  of  amity,  than  for  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand to  enter  by  force  and  violence  into  my  country,  into  the  country 
of  a  fincere  friend  to  the  Company,  who  has  at  all  times  been  united  with 
them ;  whofe  dignity,  honour,  and  government  through  their  kindnefs, 
under  the  fanftion  of  firm  and  unfhaken  engagements,  are  entitled  to 
their  protection;  who  has  been  gracioufly  admitted  into  an  alliance 
with  your  King,  and  who  has  received .  from  him  the  ftrongeft  afluran- 
ces, both  on  the  ground  of  the  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  and  by 
letter  of  his  protection  againft  all  injuftice  ;  who  is  a  firm  friend  of  the 
whole  Englifti  Nation,  a  people  of  known  equity  ;  I  fay,  there  cannot 
be  a  greater  violation  of  the  ties  of  amity,  than  for  the  troops  under 
your  command  fo  to  enter  my  country,  and  to  carry  off  my  fervants  as 
prifoners  are  conducted  unde*  a  guard  by  an  enemy. 

4T  By 
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By  fuch  an  aft  of  violence,  which  is  repugnant  to  the  friend/hip, 
good  faith,  and  honour  of  the  Company,  who  are  my  friends  and  the 
protestors  of  my  dignity  and  authority  in  the  rights  of  my  government 
over  my  own  country,  which  is  repugnant  to  the  guarantee  of  the 
treaty  of  Paris,  eftablifhed  in  my  behalf,  and  further,  to  the  rights  of  my 
alliance  with  the  King  of  Great-Britain.  By  fuch  an  aft,  not  only  the 
rights  of  my  government  and  authority,  and  the  peace  and  fecurity  of 
my  country  are  violated,  but  the  honour  of  the  whole  Englifli 
nation  is  wounded.  With  refpeft  to  the  Company's  troops  fighting  for 
me  near  thirty  years,  this  was  a  favour  for  which  I  ever  have  been, 
now  am,  and  ever  ihail  be,  as  long  as  I  live,  obliged  to  them  ;  and  as 
long  as  any  of  my  pofterity  remain,  they  will  ever  continue  to  be  in- 
fpired  with  the  fame  fentiments  of  gratitude.  I  fwear  by  my  honour, 
in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  whole 
world,  either  by  means  of  inveiglement,  or  unjuft  treatment,  to  make 
me  fwerve  from  my  friendlhip  and  affeftion  for  the  Company  and 
Englifh  nation ;  but  according  to  the  principles  of  equity,  which  are 
common  to  all  lefts,  and  to  all  nations,  their  friendlhip,  and  the  bene- 
fits they  have  conferred,  cannot  imply  a  right  to  commit  injuftice. 

I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  Company  themfelves  will  not  be  pleafed 
with  this  pretenfion,  and  that  my  having  written  there  was  no  difference 
ordiftinftionbetweenme and  them,  willnot  be  deemed  a  fufficient  ground 
for  feizing  my  country  and  property,  and  for  committing  injuftice. 
The  Company,  who  are  my  good  friends,  are  ju  ft  and  equitable,  and  I 
depend  on  their  jufticc,  and  on  that  of  the  gentlemen  of  Europe. 

You  write*  that  my  letterof  the  27th,  was  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  afto- 
nifhmcnt  to  you  ;  that  in  the  public  notice  given  when  the  country  of 
Tanjore  was  reftored  to  the  Rajah,  it  was  exprefsly  faid,  "  What  he 
tc  pofleffed  at  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  I  made  with  him  in  1762  j"* 
that  no  other  was  meant  to  be  given  to  him>  and  thrt  the  Rajah  never 
cxprefled  awiftitohave  more  than  what  the  Company  thought  his  right. 
WhenTuljaujee  had  obtained  fuch  a  friend  as  you  to  conduft  his  affairs 
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far  him,  there  was  no  occafion  for  him  to  declare  his  wiflies.— Wheii 
you,  without  paying  the  leaft  attention  to  any  of  my  rights,  fet  up 
Tuljajee's  declaration  as  a  fufficient  ground  and  authority  for  feizing  my 
country,  and  proceeded  to  do  it  accordingly,  I  did  not  make  any  oppo- 
fition  from  regard  to  the  fan&ion  of  the  Company's  name ;  but  I  hope 
for  juftice  from  the  Gentlemen  of  Europe. 

You  write,  €i  That  Nazeeb  Cawn  had  received  from  you  every  mark 
"  of  refpedt  when  he  left  Tanjore,  and  that  every  officer  and  fcrvant  of 
**  mine  you  had  feen,  had  merited,  and  had  received  all  the  civility  you 
"  could  poffibly  pay  to  them.*  Nazeeb  Cawn,  it  is  true,  in  a  letter 
he  wrote  mc,  did  exprefs  his  thanks  for  your  civilities,  as  did  alfo 
others  of  my  fervants  who  met  you  on  the  road ;  but  the  agreement 
to  keep  Nazeeb  Khan  in  the  fort  of  Tanjore  with  a  thoufand  men  from 
among  my  troops  was  not  executed  ;  and  afterwards,  when  you  had 
given  orders  for  feizing  that  country,  your  people,  in  conjunction  with 
Tuljaujee's,  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner  to  my  principal  officers  and  fer- 
vants, fome  of  whom,  from  father  to  fon,  had  been  for  years  in  the 
fervice  of  my  family,  and  all  of  whom  were  gentlememen,  and  perfons 
of  diftindlion,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  have  gone  through 
greater  difgrace,  difhonour  or  ignominy.  Some  of  my  fervants  are 
even  to  this  day  in  confinement  under  the  authority  of  Tuljaujeeand  the 
Company's  people,  and  receive  their  daily  allowance  from  them.  From 
the  beginning  of  my  friendfhip  with,  the  Company,  to  the  hour  in  which 
I  am  now  writing,  never  did  the  idea  of  fuch  difgraces  enter  into  my 
mind.  I  was  affured  from  the  goodnefs  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
of  the  Company,  arid  the  Englifh  nation,  that  my.  honour  and  dignity 
would  inercafe  daily ;  but  upon  this  occafion  the  reverfe  has  happened,* 
and  I  look  forward  to  the  juftice  and  equity  of  the  Englifh  nation,  the 
fameof  whofe  virtue  is  fpread  throughout  the  globe* 

You  write  that  you  could  fay  more  in  reply  to  my  letter,  but  fhall  con- 
clude with  giving  me  the  ftrongeft  aflurances  of  your  fteady  attachment 

to> 
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to  my  intereft,  and  of  the  wiih  you  have  that  I  would  put  it  in  your 
power  to  render  me  every  fervice  you  are  capable  of,  whether  you  write 
to  me  fully  or  briefly.  In  either  cafe  I  wrote  to  you  of  my  firm  and 
unfhaken  purpofe  to  prcferve  that  friendfhip,  which  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart  I  entertain  for  the  Company  ;  whilft  I  live  I  fliall  ever  ac- 
knowledge the  great  obligations  I  owe  them,  and  my  fon  and  fon's  fons 
will  never  forget  them.  Notwithflanding  the  affair  of  Tanjore  has  been 
the  means  of  fuch  great  difgrace  and  dishonour  to  me,  I  have  not,  even 
in  that,  made  any  kind  of  oppofition  to  the  Company *s  people ;  and 
have  not,  in  any  mode  whatever,  obftru&ecf  the  execution  of  their 
orders  ;  but  inftead  of  oppofing  their  orders,  I  have  chofen  to  refer  this 
affair  to  the  jufticc  of  the  gentlemen  in  Europe* 

The  letter  I  am  now  writing,  as  well  as  my  other  letters,  and  th& 
whole  tenor  of  my  aflions,  if  confidered  attentively,  will  be  found  to  be 
full  of  my  friendihip  for  the§Company,  and  of  acknowledgments  for  their 
numerous  favours.  I  will  now  conclude  with  telling  you,  that  if  you 
will  give  proofs  of  yourfincere  attachment  to  my  interefts,  which  are  the 
fame  with  thofe  of  the  Company,  and  will  attend  to  the  carrying  on  of 
my  affairs,  I  (hall  be  made  exceedingly  happy  by  fuch  manifeftation 
of  your  friendfhip. 

What  can  I  fay  more  ? 

'.  The  Nabob  complaining  in  the  aforegoing  letter,  that  fomc  of  his 

thereon.  people  are  kept  in  confinement  at  Tanjore,  the  Prefident  propofes 

that  a  letter  be  wrote  to  the  Nabob,  to  reqtieft  he  will  inform  the 
Board  who  they  are,  that  we  may  apply  to  the  Rajah  to  procure  their 
releafment,  if  unjuftly  kept  in  that  fituation :  and  further,  that  the 
Nabob  be  again  informed  of  the  refolution  of  the  Board,  14th  June, 
determining  his  right  to  the  Government  fhare  of  the  crops  in  the  Tan- 
jore country,  and  requefted  to  favour  the*Prefident  with  an  anfwer  to 
his  letter  of  the  25  th  ultimo. 

AT 
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ATA  CONSULTATION,    30th  Jul  y  1776,    Prefent  as  before. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  acquaints  the  Board,  that  he 
addrefled  the  following  letter  to  the  Nabob  on  the  23d  inftant,  con- 
formably to  the  refolutions  of  Council,  entered  in  Country  Corres- 
pondence, No  $$. 

To  the  HaboK 

May  it  pleafe  you  Highnefs, 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Highnefs's  letters  of  the  6th 
and  1 6th  inftant;  your  Highnefs  may  reft  perfe&ly  fatisfied  that  the 
Court  of  Dire&ors  will  ever  do  that  which  is  juft.  I  will  promife  you 
more,  that  nothing  fhall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  fee  that  their  fer~ 
vants  here  purfue  the  fame  line  of  conduft  whilft  I  prefideover  them* 
It  is  unneceffary  therefore  for  your  Highnefs  to  look  further. 

Your  Highnefs  is  pleafed  to  fay,  that  fbmc  of  your  fcrvants  are  in 
confinement  under  the  authority  of  the  Rajah  and  the  Company's 
people,  even  to  this  day.  Permit  *  me  to  aflc  the  names  of  thofe  fer- 
vants,  and  of  the  places  where  they  are  confined,  that  I  may  make 
the  neceflary  enquiries,  and  write  to  the  Rajah  to  have  them  releafed> 
if  unjuftly  kept  in  fuch  confinement* 

With  refpeft  to  the  Government  fhare  of  the  laft  year's  crop  in  the 
Tanjore  country,  I  take  leave  to  remind  to  your  Highnefs,  that  in 
my  letter  of  25th  June,  I  exprefied  a  defire  to  learn  from  your  High- 
nefs fuch  information  as  you  might  deem  neceflary  to  give  me  on  the 
occafion.  I  at  the  fame  time  had  the  honour  to  mention  Hanamanta- 
goody,  as  being  in  poffeffion  of  the  Rajah  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty  your  Highnefs  was  pleafed  to  enter  into  with  him  in  176a  ; 
and  as  I  expert  a  fhip  of  the  Company's  daily,  .which  is  bound  to  Eng- 
land, it  wil  be  highly  fatisfadtory  to  my  Employers  to  be  informed, 

4  U  that 
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that  the  R>ajah  has  been  put  in  full  pofleffion  of  Haruraantagoody  ajuj 
Arnee  by  your  Highnefs,  and  that  he  has  been  reftored,  conformably 
tQ  their  commands,  to.the  full  and  entire  pofleffion  of  his  country  a?  he 
held  it  in  1762. 

As  the  term  for  which  the  Company's  Trepaffore,  &c.  diftritts,  are 
let  to  your  Highnefs  is  now  almoft  expired,  I  am  to  requeft  that  your 
Highnefs  will  inform  nfe,  whether  you  (Jefire  to  rent  them  for  one  year 
longer?  The  Company's  orders  are,,  that  it  (hall  be  an  exprefs  con- 
dition in  fuch  agreement,  that  the  Company's  fervants  ihall,.  at  all 
times,  have-  a  free  infpettion,  to  fee  that  the  inhabitants  be  (ecured 

in  aj!  their  juft  rights.   It  is  expe&ed  that  the  tanks  and  watercourfes,,  * 
&c.  are  kept  in  good  repair>  and  the  money  colle&ed  for  fuch  public 
purpofes  duly  applied.    That  trees,  be  not  deftroyed  or  damaged,  and 
that  the  fhecp  and  cattle  of  the  inhabitants  fball  not  be  taken  from 
them  on  any  pretence* 

It  has  been  determined,,  that  the  Company's  weavers  fhall  not  pay 
aay  taxes,  or  be  liable,  to  perfonal  fervice.  Your  Highnefs  will  be 
pleafed.  to  acquaint,  me  what  deduction  fhould  be  made  on  that 
account. 

« 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  Highnefs's 

Moft  obedient  and.moft  humble  fervant^ 
Fort  George* 

*yd  July,.  1776.  P  I  GO T. 

.  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  draught  of 
i^ftru&ions,  which  he  is  of  opinion  Ihoud  be  given  to  Colonel  Stuart. . 

SLRJ- 
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S  I  R„ 


Having  appointed  you  to  the  command  of  the  fort  and  garrifbn 
•f  Tanjore,  and  the  trrops  ftationed  in  that  country,  you  will  repair 
thither  with  all  convenient  expedition; 

You  are  on  no  account  to  interfere  with  the  affairs  of  the  Rajah's* 
Government ;  but  whatever  may  be  requifite  for  the  troops,  and  can- 
not be  purchafed  in  the  Bazars  at  a  reafonable  rate,  you  will  apply* 
for  to 'the  Rajah,  who  will  order  you    to   be  furnilhed  with  fiich* 
necefiaries* . 

You  will  be  pleated,,  as  foon  as  you  conveniently  can,  to  tranfmit 
to  us  the  date  of  the  fort  of  Tanjore,  with  an  account  o£  the  ft  ores 
which  you  judge  neceffary  to  have  in  that  fort. 

You  are  on  no  account  to  march  any  of  the  troops  out  of  the  Tan- 
jore country  without  orders  from  hence ;  but  if  robbers  come  into- 
that  country  to  plunder  and  cany  away  the  cattle,  you  will  diredt  the  • 
Seapoys  under  your  command  to  repel  them  by  force. . 

Ordered  to  He  on  the    table  for  further    consideration.     In  the 
meantime  it  is  refolved,  that,  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Stuart  to 
the  command  of  Tanjore  be  given  out  in  general  orders;  and  that 
Colonel  Stuart  be  directed  to .  hold  himfelf  in  readinefs  to  proceed, 
thither. 

Auguft  i  ft..   The  following  letter  was  this  day  wrote  to  Colonel; 
James  Stuart,  conformably  to  the  minutes  of  laft  Confutation*- 


T* 
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To  Colonel  James  Stuart. 

S  I  R, 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  and  Council  having  thought 
proper  to  appoint  you  to  the  command  of  the  fort  and  garrifon  of 
Tanjore,  it  is  their  pleafure  that  you  hold  yourfelf  in  readinefs  to 
proceed  thither. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervajit, 

Fort  St.  George, 
Auguft  i,  1776.  R.  J.  SULIVAN,  Secretary. 

V°hlAa' uft.      AT  A  CONSULTATION,     19th  Auguft  1776.  Prefent  as  before. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  indifpofed. 

Read  a  letter  from  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  as  entered  in  Coun- 
try Correfpondence,  No.  —  advifing  of  the  Cavery  having  broke 
down  its  banks,  and  deftroycd  the  grain  which  was  fown  in  different 
parts  of  his  country ;  and  as  it  is  thereby  become  neceffary  to  make 
frefli  advances  of  money  to  the  farmers  for  the  purchafe  of  feed,  and 
for  the  pay  of  the  hufbandmen,  requefting  that  the  Company  would 
indulge  him  with  the  loan  of  one  lack  of  Pagodas  ;  alfo  defiring  that 
the  Nabob  may  be  applied  to  for  permifllon  for  his  people  to  carry 
earth  from  Kelcour,  a  place  in  the  Nabob's  country,  for  the  purpofe 
4)f  repairing  the  banks  of  the  Cavery. 

Agreed,  that  an  account  of  particulars  of  the  grain  received  by  the 
Company  may  be  made  out  as  foon  as  pofliblc,  and  that  he  be  paid 
the  value  thereof  accordingly.  The  Nabob  has  already  been  addrefied 
on  the  fubjeft  of  the  latter  part  of  the  Rajah's  letter,  and  requefting 
that  fuch  afliftance  may  be  given  the  Rajah's  people,  he  paying  for  the 

fame 
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fame,  as  fhould  be  necefiary  for  repairing  the  banks  of  the   Cavery, 
which  the  Board  make  no  doubt  he  will  comply  with. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  draught  of 
a  part  of  a  letter  that  he  propofes  ftioald  be  written  to  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors by  the  Grenville. 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table  for  further  confideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  extraft  of  the  jypth  Paragraph  of  the 
Company's  letter  per  Royal  Henry,  25th  November,  1775,  be  fent  to 
the  Nabob: 

u  We  direft  you  to  reprefent  to  his  Highnefs  our  wiflies,  that  he 
*c  would  tranfmit  every  regrefentation  he  may  have  occafion  to  fend  to 
«*  this  country   through  the  ancient  channel  of  our  Governor  and 
\"  Council." 

The  Secretary  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  letter,  which  he 
this  morning  received  from  Sir  Robert  Fletchec  enclofing  a  draught  of 
inftrudtions  for  Colonel  Stuart. 

SIR, 

I  ENCLOSE  to  you  a  paper  of  inftru&ions,  wliich  I  prefer  to  thofe 
I  fome  time  ago  delivered  to  the  Board  for  Colonel  Stuart  5  I  requefl: 
you  would  lay  them  before  the  Board  for  their  confideration, 


Choultry  Plain, 
Auguft  18th,  1776. 

Mr.  Sulivan, 
Secretary. 


lam,  Sir, 


Your  very  obedient  fervant, 
ROBT  FLETCHER, 


4X 
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The  Prefident  remarks  to  the  Board,  that  he  has  already  repeated  to 
them  his  earneft  wifh  that  they  would  permit  Mr.  Ruflell  to  proceed  ta 
Tanjore,  if  it  were  even  for  a  few  days..  He  is  fo  fully  convinced  of 
the  necefllty  of  this  meafure,  the  Rajah  and  country  being  in  the 
greateft  diftrefs,  as  appears  from  the  letter  this  day  read  from  himv 
that  he,  the  Prefident,  mud  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  repeat  his  former  de- 
fire,  that  Mr.  Ruflell  may  have  their  permiflion  to  go  in  the  manner  he. 
before  recommended  to  them.  This  he  is  in  hopes  the  Board  will  ac- 
quiefce  in,  and  the  more  fo,  as  he,  the  Prefident,  had  at  a  former  con- 
futation declared  he  n# ver  would  give  his  confent  to  Colonel  Stuart's 
going  to  Tanjore,  until  the  Board  fhould  have  likewife  refolved,  that 
Mr.  Ruflell  proceed  thither  according  to  his  appointment. 

The  fcnfe  of  the  Board  is  then  taken  upon  the  Pr  efident's  minute. 

Mr.  Maekay.    I  am  againft  Mr.  Ru Hell's  proceeding  to  Tanjore. 

Mr.  Jourdan.  I  think  it  irregular  to  move  this  matter  in  this  de- 
partment, as  the  papers  which  relate  to  it  are  in  the  other  department; 
but  to  avoid  delay,  I  anfwer,  as  Mr.  Ruflell  has  been  ordered  by  the 
Company  upon  the  circuit,  and  the  31ft  has  been  fixed  for  the  depar- 
ture of  Meffrs.  Ruflell  and  Dalrymple,  I  think  Mr.  Ruflell  cannot  be 
permitted  to  go  to  Tanjore. 

Mr.  Palmer  fubfcribes  to  Mr.  Jourdan's  opinion; 

Mr.  Stone.    I  am  for  Mr.  Rufiell's  proceeding  to  Tanjore. 

Mr.  Floyer.  I  cannot  concur  in  the  Prefident's  requeft  for  the  rea- 
fons  afllgned  by  Mr.  Jourdan,  and  therefore  am  againft  Mr.  RuffelPs 
proceeding  to  Tanjore.  ' 

Mr.  Dalrymple*    I  am  for  Mr.  Ru dell's  proceeding  to  Tanjore. 
Mr.  Ruflell.    I  am  for  proceeding  to  Tanjore. 

MrJ 
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Mr.  Brooke.  I  am  againft  Mr.  Ruflell's  proceeding  "to  Tanjore  for  - 
the  rea&a?  afllgned  by  Mr.  Jourdan. 

Mr.  Stratton.     I  am  againft  Mr.  Ruflell's  proceeding  to  Tanjore. 

The  Prefident.    I  am  for  Mr.  Ruflell's  proceeding  to  Tanjore. 

Carried  againft  Mr.  RuflelPs  proceeding  to  Tanjore,  fix  to  four. 

The  draught  of  inftru£fcions  fent  in  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  for* 
Colonel  Stuart  is  then  read. 

The  Prefident  having  repeatedly  recommended  to  the  Board  the  pro- 
priety, not  to  fay  ncceffity,  of  Mr.  RuflelPs  going  to  Tanjore,  now  de* 
clares,  that  he  will  never  give  his  fan&ion  to  any  i nil rud ions  to  Colonel  < 
Stuart  until  that  meafurc  is  adopted* . 

Mr.  Floyer  then  defires  the  queftion  may  be  put  to  the  Board,  to  take/ 
into  confederation  the  above  draught  of  inftru&ions  to  Colonel  Stuart ; . 

Whereupon  the  Prefident  declares,  for  .the  reafons   he  has  before  - 
afligned,  that  he  will  not  put  the  queftion  at  this  time. . 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  having  refufed  to  put  the  que-- 
ftion  propofed  by  Mr.  Floyer,  and  it  being  a  matter  of  the  greateft  con- 
fequence  to  be  determined,  whether  the  Prefident  has  a  right  to  refufe 
putting* every  queftion  propofed ;  Mr.  Stratton  moves,  that  the  confide- 
v,  ration  of  this  matter  be  deferred  till  to-morrow,  and  that  the  Board  do  * 

meet  at  eleven  in  the  forenoon  for  that  purpofe. 

The  Board   adjourned    accordingly  to   eleven  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning, 

AT  A  CONSULTATION,  aoth  Auguft,  177&    Prefent  as  before.     T 

The  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  draught  of  a-letter       °gu  / 
to  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  which  is  read  and  approved. 
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To  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore. 

*MR.  BENFIELD  having,  in  the  enclofed  papers,  reprefcnted,  that  a 
!.1arge  quantity  of  grain,  the  produce  of  lad  year's  crop,  had  been  feized 
in  the  Tanjore  country,  and  that  he  has  many  debts  due  to  him  from 
the  inhabitants  in  various  parts,  it  is  recommended  to  you  tc*  To*give 
-"  all  reafowble  afliftance  in  lecovering  fuch  debts  as  appear  to  btjufily 
"  due  to  him  from  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  to  reftore  him  the  grain 
u  of  laft  year,  which  was  in  the  poffeffion  of  his  people,  and  faid  to  be 
"  forcibly  taken  from  them."  I  enclofe  you  a  copy  of  the  aft  of  Parli- 
ament, and  particularly  refer  you. to  the  paragraph  marked  &,  by  which 
you  will  fee  what  is  coniidcred  as  juft<  claims* 

It  has  alfo  been  judged  by  a  majority  of  the  Council,  that  it  was  the 
Company's  intention  to  let  the  Nabob  have  the  produce  of  the  crop, 
which  had  been  fown  during  the  time  the  Tanjore  country  was  in  his 
poffeffion,  but  have  no  intention  that  you  or  the  country  fhould  be  ac- 
countable for  more. than  the  Govern  me nt-fbare  df  the  crop,  whatever 
that  might"  be. 

.They  do  not  mean  to  do  more  than  recommend  to  you  to  fee  juftice 
done,  leaving  the  manner  and  time  to  your/elf. 

They  delire  me  further  to  acquaint  you,  thau  notwithftanding  their 
opinion  on  the  above  circumftances,  that  you  may  reft  affured  of  the  fame 
friendfhip  and  proteftion  from  the  Company  as  the  Nabob  or  any  of 
;  their  friends. 

If  you  have  any  thing  you  wifli  me  to  reprefent  to  the  Company  on 
■•  this  fubjeft,  I  defire  you  will  pleafe  to  do  it  as  ipeedily  as  you  can, 
as  a  ihip  will  fail  to  England  in  a  few  days. 

Orders 
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*  Orders  fhall  be  given  for  the  immediate  payment  of  the  money  due 
for  the  paddy  which  has  been  delivered,  as  well  for  what  has  been 
received  at  Vellum,  as  what  has  been  fliipped  for  this  place,  or  fold  by 
the  Company  to  the  fouthward.  You  will  pleafe  therefore  to  order  a 
particular  account  to  be  drawn  out,(pnd  the  amount  fliall  be  paid  to 
your  VadkAel. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Nabob  refpefting  the  ground,  &c. 
.  neceflary  for  repairing  the  bank,  and  We  expert  an  anfwer  very  foon. 

«  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
V  Fori  St,  George,  .  Your  moft  obedjent  and  mofl:  humble  ferva'nt, 

r:  2Gth  Auguft*  1776.  P  I G  O  T. 

Read.  *  letter  from  the  *Governoir-GeneraI  and  Council. 

I  To  the  Right  .Honourable  George  Lord  Pigot,  President  >  &c+  Council  at 

,  Fort*  St.  >  George* 

My  Lord  $hd  Gentlemon, 

WE  have  received  your  letter  by  *  the  Swallow,  accompanying  ex- 
*. tra&s  of  your  proceedings  refpe&ing  the  restoration  of  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjore. 

We  have  juft  fihlftied' the  perufal  of  «the(e  proceedings,  and  as  wc 
lhall  tranfmit  you  our  fentiments  upon  them  in  a  few  days,  we  requeft, 
.  if  the  Grenville  is  not  yet  failed  for  "England,  you  will  pleafe  Co  detain 
her  until  you  hear  further  from  us. 

t 

We  are,  my  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants, 

Fort  William, ,  WARREN  HASTINGS, 

31ft  July,  1776.  J.  CLAVERING. 

V,  FRANCIS, 
4Y  0rdere4 
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Ordered  that  the  officer  be  ready  fdr  the  dilpatch  of  the  Grenvilte-  by 

Tuefday  next. 

Mr.  Mackay  delivers  in  the  following  minute* 

The  President  refufing    to  put  the  queftion  moved  yefterday  bf 
Mr.  Floyer,  viz.  to  take  into  confideration  the  draught  of  inftru&ion* 
to  Colonel  Stuart,  Mr.  Mackay  thinks  it  neceflary  to  record  this  his. 
opinion,  that  the  Board  do  now  proceed  to  take  into  confideration  thar 
faid  inftru&ions. 

Mr.  Jourdan  fubferibes  to  Mr.  Mackay '3  opinion; 

The  Prefident  then  declares,  that  having  determined  notr  to  give  hii 
confent  to  Colonel  Stuart's  going  to  Tanjore  until  Mr-  RXiflell  lhalk 
be  ordered  to  proceed  thither,,  likewife  he  will  not  alios*  the  marten  to- 
be  now  agitated  at  the  Board* 

Mr.  Dalrymple  begs  Iea\e  to*  obierve,  that  he  apprehends  the  Pre- 
fident mifunderftood  the  matter,  that  Members  of  the  Council  have  a* 
right  to  give  in  minutes,  and  that  what  his  LorcHhip  has  faid'  might  be* 
conflruedc  to  pf event  membeis  giving  their  fcntiments.oa  the  records 
for  the  information  of  the  Company* 

Upon  which  the  Prefident  fays,  that  now  underftanding  it  as*  minutes 
of  the  feveral  Members,  he  could  have  no  objection  to  their  entering; 
what  they  thought  proper  forthe  information  of  the  Company. 

Mr.  Stratton  then  requefts  of  the  Prefident  in  the  moft  earneft 
manner*  that  the  queftion  propofed  yefterday  by  Mr.  Floyer  may  be 
now  put*  as  it  appears,  to  him  confiftent  with  the  conftitution .  and  the 
rules  of  the  fervice. 

To  which  the  Prefident  makes  the  fame  reply  that  he  did  yefterdap 
to  the  queftion  propofed  by  Mr.  Floyer- 

Mr.  Palmer  defires  it  may  be  minuted,  that  he  is  of  the  fame  opinion 
as  Mr%  Mackay. 

Mk 
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Mr*  Floyer.  From  the  Prefident's  having  refufed  to  put  the 
queftion,  which  I  requefted  might  be  put  to  the  Board  yefterdayy 
I  deem  this  the  only  alternative  which  is  left  me  at  the  prefent,  to  col* 
left  the  fentiments  of  the  feveral  members  of  the  Board  for  their  com* 
ing  to  a  decifion  thereupon.  Mr.  Palmer  having  giveiv  his  opinion,  I 
yequeft  to  know,,  whether  I  (hall  alfo  be  favoured  with  Mr.  Stone's 
opinion  on  the  queftion  I  have  to  put,  as  I  wait  his  fentiments  before 
I  deliver  my  own,  according. to  the  eftabliftied  cuftom  of  the  Board*- 

Mr.  Stone  obferving,  that  there  being  no  queftion  before  the  Board,, 
he  thinks  every  member  has  a  right  to  give  bis  fentiments  or .  not  as*  he 
thinks  proper,  and  therefore  he  deems  it  unneceflary  to-  give  an?opiniofl 
qu  the  occafion*. 

Mr*  Floyer  then  offers  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  draught  of  thtec 
kiftrudions  be  now  taken  into  confederation. 

« 

Mr;  Brooke*    I  am  of  *Mh  Maekay's  opinion. . 

Mr.  Strattom.    Since  the  Prefident  ha?  repeatedly  refufed  putting  the ' 
queftion  propofed  by  Mr.  Eloyer>,  L  muft  here  give  it  as  my  opinion; , 
that  I  have  well  weighed  and;  oonfidered-thc  inrftrudrons  fent  to  the 
Council  yefterday  by  the  G^mnoandfcr in. Chief,  and  as  I  think  them 
very  full  and  explicit*.  I  give  ray  hearty  aflent  that  they  do  now  pafs  - 
and  be  fent  to  Colonel  Stuart,  fince  that  officer  was  on  the  9th  July 
appointed  to  the  command  of  Tanjore,  and  on  ordered  to  hold  i 

himfelf  in  readinefs  to  proceed  thither.  * 

* 

Mx^  Mackay.     TKe  majority  of  the  Board  being-  of  opinion,;  that  the 
iaftrudions  for  Colonel  Stuart  fhould  be  now  taken  into  consideration^  . 
and  having  perufed  the  fame,  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  are  very  proper, , 
and  X  approve  oitheau 

Mr*- 


"1 
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•'  Mr.  Jourdan,     I  approve  of  the  inftru&ions. 

Mr.  Palmer.     I  approve  of  the  inftru&ions. 

Mr.Floyer.    I  approve  of  jhe  draught  of  inftru&ions  to  Colonel 

*•  Stuart. 

*  »  -_ 

Mr., Brooke.  **  I  approve  of  the  infou&iona. 

Mr.  Stratton.  *  I  have  already  given  my  fentiments  approving  of  tht 
>  inflations  to  Colonel  Stuart. 

The  majority  of  the  Board  approving  of  the  inflraftkms  to  Coloqel 
Stuart,  they  are  now  entered  as  followed* : 

Jo  Colonel  James  Stuart. 

* 

SIR, 

1.  BEING  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Fort  anctGarrifon  <£ 
* .  Taojore,  you  are  to  proceed  thkher  immediately,  wd  take  under  your 

orders  all  the  military  forces,  which  at  prefentare  ftationed.inTanjore 
and  its  dependencies,  or  which  hereafter  may  be  ordered  thither. 
The  force  thus  under  .your  command  is'intended  for  the  ptote&lonof 
the  R*jaVs  perfon  and  government,  and  for  the  defence  of  hte  country* 
yo\r  are  therefore  forcibly  to  repel  and  purfue  all  invaders  «nd  pfcm* 
^deners,  but  you  ate  not  on  any  o&er  account  to  mafch  the  trdops  out  of 

•  * 

r  the  territories  of  Tanjore  without  particular  ordert  from  us. 

2.  ?  By  the  feventh  *paragrapta$f  the  feparate  letter  from  the  Court 
,  ofDire&ors,  12th  April,  1775,  all  civil  and  military  fervants  are  for- 
bid to  inteTefere  with  the  affairs  of  the  Rajah's  government?  you  arc 

i  therefore  jftridly  to  conform  to  the  feid  order. 

3.  In  all  matters  which  may  concern  the  faftty  of :  Tanjore  and  it* 
' dependent  for fs,  or  which  relate  to  provifions  or  quarters  under  your 

command, 


c 
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command,  you  are  refpeftfally  to  reprefcnt  and  apply  to  the  Rajah  for 
the  neceflary  affiftance. 

4.  You  are  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  and  condition  ef  Tanjore  refpefting 
fortifications,  military  and  other  {tores,  quarters,  barracks  and  other  ma- 
gazines, with  every  circumftance  that  may  be  neceflary  for  our  infor- 
mation, when  we  come  to  confider  of  the  military  eftablifhment  proper 
for  that  country,  with  the  means  neceflary  to  put  the  fort  in  a  ftate 
of  defence ;  and  you  are  to  tranfmit  to  us  with  all  convenient  dilpatch 
the  refult  of  your  enquiries. 

5.  You  are  to  correfpond  with  us  on  all  matters  relating  to  the 
inftruftions  now  given,  and  with  the  Commander  in  Chief  on  all  bufi- 
nefs  refpefting  his  department,  agreeably  to  the  inftruftions  from  the 
Court  of  Directors. 

Mr,  Stratton.  I  defire  that  the  ftanding  orders  of  the  Company, 
3d  January,  1678,  and  9th  March,  1702,  may  be  read. 

Standing  orders  read  as  followeth* 

M 

"  Whatever  (hall  be  agreed  on  by  the  majority  fhall  be  efteemeA 
the  order  by  which  each  one  is  to  aft,  and  accordingly  every  individual 
perfon,  even  the  diflenters  themfelves,  are  to  perform  their  parts  in  the 
profecution  thereof,  and  in  fa  doing  they  do  their  duty,  and  muft  not 
be  blamed  for  the  event."    Again — 

"  We  do  ftriftly  enjoin  that  all  our  affairs  be  tranfafted  in  Council, 
*€  and  ordered  and  managed  as  the  majority  of  the  Council  fhall  de- 
"  termine,  and  not  otherwife,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  &c." 

Mr.  Stratton  begs  to  have  recorded  the  following  extrafts  from 
an  Aft  of  Parliament,   called  an   €€  A/ft  for   eftablilhing   certain 

4Z  "  regulation* 
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*'  regulations  fb*  the  bettet  management  of.  the  affairs  of  ttoEaftt 

"  India  Company,  as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe/* 

(PREAMBLE.) 

€€  Whereas  the  feveral  powers  and  authorities  granted  by  Charters 
€€  to  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Eaft 
€C  Indies,  have  been  found  by  experience  not  to  have  fufficient  force  and 
€€  efficacy,  to  prevent  various  abufes  which  have  prevailed  in  the  govern- 
"  ment  and  adminiftration  of  the  affairs  of  the  faid  United  Company, 
"  as  well  at  home  as  in  India,  to  the  manifeft  injury  of  the  public 
"  credit  and  of  the  commercial  interefts  of  the  faid  Company  >  and  it 
"  is  therefore  become  highly  expedient  that  certain  further  regulations* 
"  better  adapted  to  their  prefent  circumftances  and  condition,  fhould 
"  be  provided  and  eftabliflied.     (Page  1305)." 

"  And  be  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  in  all  cafes 
"  whatfoever,  wherein  any  difference  of  opinion  fiiall  arife  upon  any 
«  queftion  propofed  in  any  confultation,  the  faid  Governor-General  and  ' 
«c  Council  ihall  be  bound  and  concluded  by  the  opinion  and  decifion  of 
a  the  major  part  of  thofe  then  prefent ;  and  if  it  ihall  happen  that  by 
*  the  death,  or  removal,  or  by  abfence  of  any  of  the  members  of  the 
€%  faid  Council,  fuch  Governor-General  and  Council  ihall  happen 
"  to  be  equally  divided,  then,  and  in  every  fuch  cafe,  the  faid  Governor- 
€€  General,  or  in  his  abfence  the  eldeft  Counfellor  prefent,  ihall  have  a 
€€  calling  voice,  and  his  opinion  ihall  be  decifive  and  conclufive.* 

Whereupon  Mr.  Dalrymple  gives  in  the  following  minute  : 

The  firft  quotation  of  the  (landing  orders  in  1678  appears  to  have 
arifen  from  fcruples  of  a&ing  any  tiling  ordered  in  Council  by  majority 
of  votes,  which  obvioufly  means  a  doubt  whether  unanimity  was  re-; 

quired ; 
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gulfed ;  but  the  Company's  records  ihew  it  never  was  an  1<fea  tit 
thofe  twines,  that  a.  majority  of  Council  vra*  the  Board  without  the 

Governor. 

» 

IN  CONSULTATION,  14th  O&ober,  1690.    Biefeat, 

Elifha  Yale,  Efq.  Prefident  and  Governor,  . 

Mr.  Thomas  Wavell        Mr.  John  Cheney 
Capt.  William  Heath      Mr.  William  Frafer      ' 
Mr.  Thomas  Gray,  tick. 

THE  Council  being  duly  fummoned,  general  letter  to  the  Right 
Honourable  read  and  paft. 

This  confutation  is  figned  by  all  except  Captain  Heath,  but  the 
other  three  members  of  Council  enter  their  ^/approbation  to  the  letter  al- 
though pajt.  The  Company  call  it  a  general  letter,  figned  only  by  the 
Prefident,  but  refufed  to  be  fubferibed  by  the  next  of  Council..  The 
Company  afterwards  fay ;  "  We  are  forry  for  the  differences  that  have 
been  amomgft  you  ;  and  although  there  may  have  been  too  much  heat 
and  paffion  on  both  fides,  as  there  always  is  in  fuch  cafes,  yet  we«muft 
do  our  Council  fo  much  right  as  to  fay  they  had  reafon  to  feparate 
themfeives  from  the  Prefident ;  and  it  was  much,wifer>  and  mbre  for 
our  fervices  that  they,  did  it  jointly  and  altogether,  than  if  they  had 
divided  themfeives  into  different  fe&ions  on  both  fides ;"  Which  furely 
convinces  they  had  not  the  power  of  government  exclufive  of  the 
Prefident. 

The  confultations  of  that  year  have  rpqre  inftances  of  a  majority  of 
the  Council  againft  the  Governor,  but  no  inftknee  where  a  meafure 
was  confidered  as  the  adl  of  the  Board  'till  it  met  the  Prefident's  con- 
currence. 

The  majority  have  expreffed  by  an  &c.  the  concluding  caufe  of 
the  paragraph,  which  makes  their  fecond  quotation,  and  have  omitted 

1  the 
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the  firfh  The  whole  is ;  €i  This  goes  by  the  Tavtftock,  and  being  no* 
upon  a  new  foundation  and  eftablifhment,  it  will  be  expeded  that  we 
give  particular  directions  for  the  management  of  our  new  affairs; 
wherefore,  in  the  firft  place,,  having  heard  of  fome  irregularities  in  fome 
of  the  factories  of  either  Company,  we  do  ftridtly  enjoin  that  all  our 
affairs  be  tranfa&ed  In  Council,  and  ordered  and  managed  as  the  majo- 
rity of  Council  Ihali  determine,  and  not  otherwife,  upon  any  pretence 
whatfoever ;  and  though  we  hope  you'll  all  be  unanimous  in  the  purfuit 
of  our  common  interest,  yet  if  on  any  occafion  it  happens  that  your 
votes  are  equally  divided,  the  fame  muft  be  determined  by  lot,  as  we 
by  our  charter  are  directed  in  fuch  cafes  to  do*" 

This  is  plainly  not  the  prefent  rule,  and  therefore  this  cannot  be 
confidered  as  expreffive  of  the  prefent  rule  of  government.  At  that 
time  the  two  Companies  were  not  perfedtly  united.  The  order  relates 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  fervants  of  both  Companies,  and  there  muff 
have  been  two  Prefidents,  me  of  the  old,  the  other  of  the  new  Company, 
Befides,  on  examining  the  records,  there  is  no  fuch  letter  in  the  lift  of 
the  Taviftock's  packets  as  that  referred  to,  viz.  9th  March,  1702; 
there  is  one  of  the  5th  March,  1702,  but  there  is  nothing  in  it  to  that 
effect ;  fo  that  it  is  a  paragraph  without  authority,  not  having  come 
from  the  Court  of  Diredbors,  and  probably  only  private  inftrudions 
from  the  managers  of  the  one  Company  to  their  fervants  in  what  man- 
ner to  condud:  themfelves  with  refpedt  to  the  fervants  of  the  other. 

Mr.  Mackay.  The  majority  of  the  Board  having  approved  the  in- 
ftfudions  for  Colonel  Stuart,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Secretary  fhoiild 
have  them  wrote  fair,  and  a  letter  be  prepared  to  Colonel  Harper  to 
deliver  up  the  command  of  Tanjpre  to  Colonel  Stuart. 

Mr.  Jourdan.    I  think  the  letters  will  be  written  of  courfe* 


r* 
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Mr.  Palmer*    I  think  the  letter  will  be  written  of  courfe- 

Mr.  Floyer  is  of  Mr.  Mack  ay's  opinion.. 

Mr.  Brooke  is  of  Mr.  Mackay's  opinion* 

Mr.  Stratton  is  of  Mr.  Mackay's  opinion* . 

The  inftrudtions  to  Colonel  Stuart,  and  the  following  letter  to  Lieu- 
Itenant-Colonel  Harper,  being  wrote  fair,  the  Prefident  declares,  that 
conformably  to  what  he  has  before  faid,  he  will  not  put  his  name  to 
them ;  that  having  made  ufe  of  every  argument  in  his  power  to  dif- 
fuade  the  majority  of  the  Council  from  attempting  to  carry  this  mea- 
sure into  execution  without  his  concurrence,  fo  he  thinks  it  his  duty  to* 
the  Company,  his  friendfhip  to  the  different  members,  and  to  thp  good' 
order  and  government  of  the  fettlement,  to  defire  that  they  do  not 
proceed  further  herein ;  and  to  declare  as  his  opinion,  that  without  his 
name  to  thofe  orders  they  are  not  the  adt  of  government,  and  mem 
executing  fuch  orders  may  be  liable  to  difficulties,  which  he  wiflied  thft- 
different  members  to  be  as  fenfible  of  as  himfelf.. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper,  commanding  at  Tanjore- 

S  I  R, 

YOU  are  hereby  ordered,  on  the  arrival  of  Colonel  James  Stuart  at 
Tanjore,  to  deliver  over  to  him  the  command  of  that  garrifon,.  toge- 
ther with  all  fuch  orders  and  inftrudttons  as  you  may  have  received 
from  us  relative  thereto.     We  are, 

S  I  R, 
Fort  St.  Georger  Your  mofl:  obedient  humble  fervants^ 

20th  Auguft,  1776* 

Mr.  Stratton  moves,  and  Mr.  Jourdan  feconds  the  motion,  that  the- 
fetter  be  not  figned  for  the  prefent,  but  that  the  .further  confideration  ofi 
this  matter  be  deferred  until  Thurfday  morning  at  1 1  o'clock- 
Adjourned  accordingly  till  Thurfday  forenoon  at  1 1  o'clock- 

S  A.  ATT 
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AT  A  CONSULTATION,  2zd  Auguft,  1776.    Prefer*  as  before. 

MINUTE  delivered  in  by  Meffieurs  Stratton,  Brooke,  Floyer,  Palmer, 
Jourdan,  and  Mackay. 

The  Right  Honorable  the  Prefident  having  refufed  to  put  the  queftion, 
on  the  1 9th  Auguft,  for  taking  into  confideration  the  inftruftions  to  Col. 
Stuart,  we  declare  we  confider  fuch  refufal  as  inconfiftent  with  the 
rules  of  the  fervice,  and  tending  to  fubvert  the  conftitution ;  but  ua- 
willing  to  proceed  in  hafle  on  a  matter  of  fo  much  importance,  the 
Council  was  adjourned  until  the  next  day,  when  the  Right  Honour- 
able the  Pfefident  again  declared  he  would  not  put  the  queftion, 
(though  then  repeatedly  urged  to  do  it)  declaring  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
was  determined  not  to  give  his  confent  to  Colonel  Stuart's  going  to  Tan- 
jore,  until  Mr.  Ruffell  fliali  be  ordered  to  proceed  thither  likewife,  and 
that  he  would  hot  allow  the  matter  to  be  then  agitated ;  "  and  having, 
"  in  a  following  minute,  alio  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  withoitt 
"  his  name  to  thefe  orders  (to  Colonel  Stuart)  they  are  not  the  aft  of 
"  the  Government,  and  men  executing  fuch  orders  may  be  liable  to 
"  difficulties  j"  we  cannot  but  exprefs  our  aftonifhment  at  fuch  extra- 
ordinary declarations.  We  deny  that  the  concurrence  of  the  Prefident 
is  neceffary  to  conftitute  an  a£t  of  government,  and  we  declare  his  con- 
dud:  to  be  unconstitutional  and  illegal.  We  have  not  a  doubt  that  the 
minority  of  the  Board  are  obliged  to  affift  in  carrying  into  execution  the 
orders  of  the  majority,  by  fubferibing  to  the  refoiutions  of  that  majority; 
and  the  Prefident  is  as  much  bound  by  thefe  orders  as  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  Board.  But  he  has  thought  proper,  contrary  to  the  eftablifhed 
rules  of  the  fervice,  to  declare  pofitively,  that  he  Would  not  fign  thofe 
inftru&ions  to  Colonel  Stuart,  though  thofe  inftru&ions  have  been  ap- 
proved by  a  majority  of  the  Board,  and  thereby  became  an  adt  of  Go- 
vernment. Willing  to  give  further  time  for  the  confideration  of  this 
weighty  matter,  Meflicurs  Stratton  and  Jourdan  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Council,  and  the  Council  was  accordingly  adjourned  to 

this 
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this  day ;  but  previous  to  the  profecution  of  this  bufinefs,  as  a  refusal 
xji  put  queftions  muft  retard,  if  not  totally  flop,  the  execution  of  every 
meafure  not  conformable  to  the  fentiments  of  the  Prefident.  We  declare 
that  we  are  of  opinion,  that  in  any  cafe  of  the  Prefident's  refufal  to  put  a 
queftion  propofed  by  any  member,  it  fliall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
to  put  that  queftion,  beginning  firft  with  the  youngeft  member,  and  the 
duty  of  every  member  of  Council  to  anfwer  fuoh  queftion ;  and  that  a 
refufal  to  anfwer,  fliall  be  deemed  a  breach  of  the  Company's  Handing 
orders. 


* 

The  annexed  extracts  from  Mr.  Vanfittart's  narrative  will  elucidate 
the  point  in  queftion. 

Vanfittart's  Narrative.    Vol.  ift. 

1 .  (C  That  the  refolutions  of  the  majority  are  to  be  deemed  the  re* 

s 

"  folutions  of  the  Board,  and  are  to"  be  figned  by  the  whole  Board." 

Vol.  2.  p.  133.  "  Though  I  had  no  other  arms  than  the  reftitude  of 
"  my  intentions,  and'  the  propriety  of  meafures  which  I  had  taken  to 
"  oppofe  to  thefe  violences." 

Vol.  3.  p.  137.  Vanfittart  figns  inftruftions;  he  difapproves  conform- 
ing therein  to  the  eftabliflied  rule  of  the  Company's  governments,  which 
is,  that  every  member  fliall  fign  the  public  orders  and  records,  enter- 
ing his  diflent  when  he  differs  from  the  opinion  of  the  majority  in 
the  confultations.  It  will  be  remembered,  that  I  ftrongly  infifted  on  this 
rule,  when  Meffieurs  Amyatt  and  Ellis  refufed  to  fign  the  orders  of  the 
Board,  and  fubfcribed  their  diflent  to  them,  and  it  was  therefore  the 
more  neceflary  I  fliould  comply  with  it  on  all  occafions  myfelf. 

* 

The  Prefident  then  addxefles  himfelf  to  the  Board  as  followeth  : 
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The  Majority  Having  proceeded**  fo-  far  on  Tucfday  laft,  as  to  bring 
die  inftru&ions  to  Colonel  Stuart,,  and  the  letter  to  Colonel  Harper,  to- 
the  pcnnt,  of  figning;  and  he  the  Prefident,.  having  refofed  to  put  his  name 
thereto,  recommending  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  majority  would  pleafe 
to  confider,  whether  it  were  not  prudent  in.  them  to  proceed  no  further ;. 
and  remarking,  at  the  fame  rime,  what  difficulties  men  were  liable  to,, 
executing  fuch  orders  as,,  in  his  opinion,  are  not  an  aft  of  Government,, 
without  his  name  being  affixed  to:  them;  and  having  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  then,,  to  find  that  the  feveral  members  wilhed  to  give  this  matter 
full  consideration,,  by  defiring  an  adjournment  of  two  days,,  and  receiv- 
ing now  the  ftill  greater  fatisfadtion  of  finding  no  gentleman  urge  the 
profecution  thereof ;  he  (the  Prefident)  hopes  that  he  may  be  fo  for- 
tunate, as  to.*  meet  the  gentlemen  inclined  to  let  this  matter  reft,,  until 
the  pleafure  of  their  Honourable  Mailers  is  known;  and  therefore  recom- 
mends that  they  will  do  fo.  The  Prefident  further  adds,,  that  it  feems^ 
to  him  quite  neceflary,.  that  famething  decifive  fhould  make  its  appear- 
ance before  our  Honourable  Matters,  that  they  may  not,,  on  the  arrival, 
of  the  Grenville,.  remain  with  fear$  that  this  is  only  a  fore  patched  up,, 
ready  to  break. out  afreih,  ,to<the  great  detriment  and  bad  government  o£ 
their  affairs*. 

* 

The  following  Minutes- are  thereupon  given  in.  - 

I  did  not  confent  to  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Stuart  to  Tanjore* 
without  due  confideration.  I  cannot  concur  in  opinion  with  the  Right 
Honourable  Prefident,  but  think  the  refolution  of  Council  ihould  be 
carried  into  execution  without  farther:  delay ;  and  as  the  Right  Honour- 
able Prefident  refufes  to  fign  the  inftrudtions,,  I  am  of  opinion  they 
fliould  be  figned  by  the  Secretary  by  order  of  Council,  and  immediately- 
fent  to  him.  > 

FRANCIS  JOURDAN.. 
Lam  of  the  fame  opinion,  GEO.  MACK  AY* 

Lconcur, ,  A*  PALMER. . 

Or* 
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On  tbefejnftru&ions  I  .have  already  given  jny  opinion,  and  that  they 
art  .very  proper  and  explicit ;  and  I  am  forry  that  the  Right  Honour- 
able the  Prefident  ftiould  ftill  refufe  figning  them.  I  have  not  a  doubt 
but,  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  the  fervice,  he  ought  to  do  fo,  fince  they 
have  been  agreed  on  by  a  majority  of  this  Board,  which,  I  again  repeat, 
I  look  upon  as  the  aft  vf  Government ;  and  concur  in  opinion  with 
Meffieurs  Ma^kay,  Jourdan,  and  Palmer,  that  the  fnftru&ions,  and  letter 
to  Lieutenant*Co}onel  Harper,  4heuld  be  figned  by  the  Secretary  by 
order  of  Council,  and  immediately  fent  to  Colonel  Stuart. 

GEO.  STRATTON. 


-  \ 


'  f  am  of  opinion  with  Mr.  Stratton,  HENRY  BROOKE;. 

I  have  weighed  the  matter  now  before  the  Board  with  all  the  deliber- 
ation I  think  the  importance  of  the  fubjed  requires  of  me.  It  would 
make  me  extremely  happy,  in  concurrence  with  the  Prefident's  wifh, 
that  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Stuart  to  Taiijore  fhould  be  deferred 
until  the  pleafure  of  the  Court  of  Direftors  can  be  known ;  it  would 
be  the  means  of  effe&ing  fo  defirable  an  event,  as  a  reconciliation  of 
the  unhappy  differences  in  opinion,  which  have  but  too  long  already 
prevailed  among  the  members  of  this  Government.  But,  when  I  re- 
flect on  the  tendency  of  the  Prefident's  arguments  and  declarations,  in 
fupport  of  his  having  a  power  to  a  negative  upon  all  adts  of  the  ma- 
jority which  he  does  not  approve  of,  and  that,  by  virtue  of  fuch  nega- 
tive, -no  meafures  of  the  majority  can  be  deemed  ads  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  confequentiy  cannot  be  carried  into  execution,  I  cannot  hefitate 
to  declare  fuch  arguments  and  declarations  to  be  replete  with  innumerable 
dangers  to  the  Honourable  Company's  affairs  under  our  management. 
Nor  can  I  conceive  the  prefent  difficulties  can  poiEbly  end  here,  as  the 
Prefident  has  frequently   declared  he   is    extremely  averfe  at  this   time 

iB  to 
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to  the  departure  of  the  Committee  of  Circuit,  which  if  the  Board, 
in  the  inftance  before  us,  contents  to,,  the  reference  recommended  by 
the  Prefident  may  give  him,  the  Prefident,  the  fame  plea  for  putting 
his  negative  upon  the  departure  of  its  members,  when  the  period 
fixed  upon  arrives  for  their  proceeding  on  that  duty.  I  could  enu- 
merate many  other  arguments  equally  cogent  againft  the  President's 
being  inverted  with  the  power  of  putting  fuch  a  negative,  but  I  be* 
lieve  they  have  rnoftly  been  obferved  by  me  already  in  the  courfe 
of  ourdebates  at  this  Board. 

I  join  therefore  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Jourdan,  that  if  the  Prefident 
(till  perfifts  in  his  refufal  to  fign  the  inftrudtions  and  letter  now  be- 
fore us,  they  fliould  be  figned  by  our  Secretary,  by  order  of  Council, 
and  difpatched  forthwith* 

CHARLES  FLOYER. 

The  majority  of  die  Board  then  deliver  in  the  following  minute. 

Having  thus  given  our  opinion  on  the  inftru&ions  to  Colonel  Stuart, 
and  letter  to  Lieut.  Colonel  Harper,  we  call  on  the  Prefident  to  dired 
that  the  Secretary  (hould  fign  the  faid  letters  to  Colonel  Stuart  and  Lieut, 
Colonel  Harper ;  and  on  his  refufal  to  give  fuch  directions,  we  the 
majority  do  look  upon  ourfelves  as  authorized  to  order  him  to  do  fo. 

George  Stratton, 
Henry  Brooke, 
Charles  Floyer, 
-1  Archdale   Palmer, 

Francis  Jourdan, 
George  Mackay. 

The  Prefident,  on  perufing  this  minute  of  the  majority,  declares,  that 
he  will  not  give  orders  to  the  Secretary;  in  confcquence  of  which  the 
following  letter  is  wrote. 

ft 
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To  Mr.  Secretary  Sutivan. 
SIR, 

W  E,  the  majority  of  the  Board,  having  approved  of  the  inftru&ions 
130  Colonel  Stuart,  and  the  letter  to  Lieut  Colonel  Harper;  and  the 
Prefident  not  only  having  rcfufed  to  fign  them  himfelf,  but  alfo  refufed 
to  order  you  to  do  it ;  we  are  reduced  to  the  difagreeable  neceffity  of 
dire&ing  you  to  fign  the  faid  inftru&ions  and  letter  ly  Order  of  Council* 
and  fend  them  to  Colonel  Stuart, 

Fort  St.  George,  (Signed)  Geoqge  Stratton, 

2 2d  Auguft,  1776.  Henry  Brooke. 

» 

As  foon  as  the  letter  was  figned  by  Mr.  Stratton  and  Mr.  Brooke^ 
the  Prefident  took  the  fame  into  his  poflcflion,  and  taking  notice  to 
the  Council  of  the  frequent  times  he  had  entreated  them  not  to  carry 
this  matter  further,  but  to  wait  the  determination  of  the  Court  of 
Directors,  declared  he  would  now  flop  it  where  it  was,  and  delivered  in 
the  following  paper : 

■ 

I  charge  George  Stratton  and  Henry  Brooke,  Enquires,  of  being  guilty 

of  an  adt  fubverfive  of  the  authority  of  Government,  and  tending  to 

introduce  anarchy,  in  the  figning  orders  to  the  Secretary  to  give  in- 

ftru&ions  to  Colonel  Stuart,  which  have  not  been  approved  and  pafled 

by  the  Prefident  and  the  Council, 
r 

Mr.  Stratton  and  Mr.  Brooke  think  it  proper  here  to  record,  that  be- 
fore the  Prefident  delivered  in  the  foregoing  paper,  which  we  will  not 
admit  to  be  a  charge,  the  Prefident  fnatched  out  of  Mr.  Brooke's  hand, 
after  Mr.  Brooke  had  figned,  a  paper  containing  an  order  to  the  Secre- 
tary, agreed  upon  by  the  majority  of  the  Board,  asexprefled  by  Meffieurs 
J  -Stratton,    Brooke,    Floyer,    Palmer,   Jourdan,  and  Mackay,  who  were 

on  the  point  of  figning  the  faid  orders,  but  prevented  from  fo  di;ing  by 
the  paper  being  as  before  recited  fnatched  from  the  hand  of  Mr.  Brooke ; 

and 
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and  we  call  upon  the  different  members,  as  well  as  Mr.  Sulivan  and  Mr. 
Babe,  the  Secretary  and  Sub-fecretary,  to  declare*  whether  the  circum- 
ftances  were  not  as  here  fet  forth. 

As  the  minute  afo^egotpg,  giyen  in  by  the  Present,  contains  a  cbaijp 
of  .the  higheft  nature  againft  ^cflieurs  Stratton  and  Brooke,  he  now  re- 
commends that  thofe  gentlemep  be  ordered  to  withdraw,  that  their  con^uft 
jnay  be  taken  into  conGdcration. 

Mr.  Jourdan  moves,  and  Mr,  Mackay  feconds  the  motion,  that  the 

Board  do  adjourn  'till  to*  borrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

"    *.  • 

The  Prefident  then  moves  the  Board  to  come  to  the  following  refolution  •> 

RESOLVED,  that  George  StFatipn  and  pfenry  Bropke,  Efquires, 
be  now  fufpended  from  the  Company's  fervice,  until  the  Company's 

pleafure  be  known." 

% 

Mr.  Mackay  Againft  the  Refolution* 

Mr.  Jourdan  Againft  the  Refolution. 

Mr.  Palmer  Againft  the  Refolution. 

Mr.  Stone  For  the  Refolution. 

Mr.  Floyer  Againft  the  Refolution, 

Mr.  Dalrymple  For  the  Refolution.     I  think  the  aft 

of  Meflieurs  Stratton  and  Brooke,  in  figning  directions  to  the  Secretary  to 
iflue  orders,  which  no  officer  can  convenieniently  with  his  Commiffion 
obey,  is  fubverfive  of  government,  and  .tending  to  introduce  anarchy  \ 
\  am  therefore  for  the  queftion* 

Mr.  Ruffell  For  the  Refolution. 

The 


\ 
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The  Secretary  was  here  ordered  by  the  Prefident  to  take  no  vote 
from  either  Mr.  Brooke  or  Mr.  Stratton  on  the  que  ft  ion  before  the 
Board,  as  the  (landing  orders  of  the  Company  direft,  that  no  mtmber 
Hull  fit  in  Council  when  a  charge  is  delivered  in  againft  him. 

The  Prefident  for  the  refolution ;  and  as,  on  calling  up  the  votes,  it 
appears  they  are  equal  4  to  4,  the  Prefident  defires  it  may  be  recorded, 
that  befides  his  vote  he  gives  his  calling  voice  for  the  refolution. 

Carried  accordingly  fir  the  refolution  by  the  Prefident's  calling 
voice. 

Mr.  Mackay.  I  look  upon  the  paper  given  in  by  the  Prefident,  as  a 
charge  a  gain  ft  Meflrs.  Stratton  and  Brooke,  to  be  one  of  the  moil  ar- 
bitrary proceedings  ever  known  in  India,  folely  intended  to  get  rid  of 
the  votes  of  thole  gentlemen,  in  order  to  form  a  majority  at  the  Board  ; 
and  I  proteft  again  ft  the  Prefident  and  the  members  who  have  joined 
him  in  any  fuch  illegal  ads. 

Mr.  Jourdan.  I  do  infift  that  this  proceeding  is  not  an  aft  of  the 
Board,  but  irregular,  and  do  protefl  againft  the  Prefident,  and  thofe 
members  of  the  Board  who  have  voted  with  him,  for  the  illegality  of 
their  proceeding. 

Mr.  Palmer  fubfcribes  to  Mr.  Jourdan's  proteft. 

Mr.  Floyer.  I  proteft  againft  the  Prefident  and  the  other  members, 
for  refufing  Mefih.  Siratton  and  Brooke  their  voices  on  this  occafion, 
deeming  the  charge  on  which  the  Prefi  tent's  motion  is  grounded  direct- 
ly contrary  to  the  refolution  pafled  this  day  by  a  mjjo;i:y  of  the  Board. 

* 

The  Prefident  then  adjourned  the  Council  'till  to-morrow  morning  at 
11  o'clock. 

2uL  Conformably  to  the  refutation  of  this  day's  Confulration  the 
fallowing  General  Orders  and  letter  were  wrote. 

5  c  aa 
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0' 


G.  O.  Fort  St.  George,  iiAugufl,  1776. 

THE  Right  Honourable  the  Prefideot  and  Council,  having  thought 
it  neccflary  to  fufpend  George  Stratton  and  Henry  Brooke,  Efquires, 
from  the  Honourable  Company's  fervice,  the  honours  of  Second  on  the 
Coaft  devolve  to  Claud  Rufiell,  Efquire,  who  is  to  receive  them 
accordingly. 

By  Order  of  the  Prefident  and  Council, 

R1C.  J.  SUL1VAN,  Secretary. 

To  George  Stratton,  EJq\ 

SIR, 

I  AM  ordered  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  and  Council 
to  acquaint  you,  that  they  have  thought  proper  to  fufpend  you  from 
the  fervice  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  you  are  accordingly  hereby 
fufpended  therefrom,  until  the  plcafure  ot  the  Court  of  Drre&ors 
fhall  be  known. 

Dated  in  Fort  St.  George,  I2d  Auguft,  1776,  and  figned  by  Order 
of  the  Prefident  and  Council, 

R.  J.  SULIVAN,  Secretary. 

'    To  Hemy  Brooke,  Efq. 

SIR, 

I  AM  ordered  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  and  Council 

to  acquaint  you,  that  they   have  thought  proper  to  fufpend  you  from 

the    fervice  of   the  Eaft-India  Company,    and  you  are  accordingly 

3  hereby 
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hereby  fufpended  therefrom,  until  the  pleafure  of  the  Court  of  Dire&ars 
fhall  be  known. 

Dated  in  Fort  St.  George,  22d  Auguft,  1776;  and  figncd  by  order 
of  the  Prefident  and  Council, 

R.  J.  SULIVAN,"  Secretary. 

N.  B.  The  draught  of  thefe  letters  being  in  the  pofleffion  of  Lord 
Pigot,  copy  of  the  ufual  form  of  a  letter  of  fufpenfion  is  here  entered 
in  its  room. 


AT    A    CONSULTATION,   23d  Auguft,  177$.  Friday,  23i 

Auguft,  1 776. 

PRESENT, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Prefident  and  Governor. 

Claud  Ruflell  Alexander  Dalrymple 

John  Maxwell  Stone        Richard  Lathom. 

The  Minutes  of  laft  Consultation  read  and  approved. 

MR.  LATHOM  having  arrived  from  Cuddalore,  takes  his  feat  at 
the  Board* 

The  Secretary  having,  in  confequence  of  the  Prefident's  orders^  iflued 
a  fummons  to  Claud  Ruflell,  Efquire,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  Alexander 
Dalrymple,  Charles  Floyer,  John  Maxwell  Srone,  Archdale  Palmer, 
and  Richard  Lathom,  Francis  Jourdan  and  George  Mackay,  Efquircs, 
defiring  their  attendance  in  Council  this  mornipg,  the  Prefident  ac- 
quaints the  Board,  that  Mr.  Bromley,  a  Notary  Public,  had  put  into 
his  hands  about  half  an  hour  ago  the  following  paper,  which  he  declar- 
ed to  be  a  proteft  : 
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To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Prejtdent,  &c.  Claud  RujfeU,  Alexan- 
der Dalrymple,  and  John  Maxwell  Stone  ^  Efquires,  &c.  Council  at  Fort  St. 
George. 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

WE  whofe  names  are  underwritten,  being  of  Council,  and  confti- 
tuting  a  majority  hereof,  taking  into  our  moft  feriqus  confideration  the 
proceedings  upon  record  at  the  two  laft  meetings,  and  more  particularly 
the  unexampled  outrage  offered  to  the  conftitution,  and  arbitrary  be- 
haviour towards  two  of  our  members  by  an  illegal  attempt  to  fufpend 
them,  in  order  by  a  trick  to  gain  a  majority,  are  of  opinion  that  the 
public  fafety  is  in  danger  by  the  conduct  of  Lord  Pigot,  and  you  Gen- 
tlemen who  have  fupported,  and  every  perfon  who  ihall  continue  to  fup- 
port  fuch  meafures,  and  we  fhall  hold  you  therefore  refponfible  for  all 
the  confequences  that  may  enfue.  We,  the  majority  or  the  Board,  do 
confider  ourfelves  as  the  legal  reprefentatives  of  the  Honourable  Com- 
pany under  this  Prefidency,  and  as  fuch  we  have  no  doubt  but  all  the 
fervants  of  the  Company  will  regard  us.  For  thefe  reafons,  and  the 
evident  illegality  of  the  fummons  to  Council  for  this  morning,  in  which 
are  omitted  the. names  of  Mr.  George  Stratton  and  Mr.  Henry  Brooke, 
t.vo  legal  members  of  the  Board,  we  cannot,  confiftently  with  the  duty 

we  owe   to   our   Honourable  Employers,  attend  the  faid  futnmons. 
We  arc, 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

Madras,  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants, 

23d  Auguft,  1776. 

George  Stratton 

Robert  Fletcher 

Henry  Brooke 

Charles  Floyer 

Archdale  Palmer 

Francis  Jourdan 

George  Mackay. 
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The  Prefidcnt  lays  before  die  Board  the  following  draught  of  a  letter 
to  die  Nabob,  which  is  read  and  approved. 


To  the  Sabob. 

May  it  pkafe  your  Highnefs, 

The  Court  of  Dire&ors,  by  their  letters  received  this  feafon,  have  been 
pleafed  to  dire£t  me  to  reprefent  to  your  Highnefs  their  <c  willies,  that 
"  you  would  tranfmit  every  ieprefentation  you  may  have  occafion  to  fend 
"  to  England,  through  the  ancient  channel  of  the  Governor  and 
«  Council." 

I  am  to  acknowledge  your  Highne&'s  letter  of  the  16th  and  17th  in* 
ftant,  in  which  you  are  pleafed  to  fay  you  will  rent  the  Trepaflbte,  &c. 
diftridfo  for  another  year,  on  the  conditions  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the 
27th  July;  as  there  is  a  miftake  in  this  date,  I  beg  your  Highnefi 
will  pleafe  to  fet  it  right :  the  date  of  my  letter,  which  contains  the  con* 
ditions  propofed,  is  the  9th  of  Auguft  -,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  your  Highnefs 
the  2  3d  July  on  that  fubjedt,  but  the  conditions  were  not  fo  particu- 
larly explained  in  that  letter. 

What  your  Highnefs  has  been  pleafed  to  fay  of  the  attention  that  yoa 
will  pay  to  thofe  diltri&s  gives  me  much  fatisfa&ion. 

Your  Highnefs  has  not  been  pleafed  to  give  "me  any  reply  to  the  let- 
ter I  "wrote  concerning  Hanamuntgoody  and  Arney*  nor  has  your 
Highnefs  informed  me  of  the  orders  which  I  doubt'  not  you  have  given 
concerning  the  materials  neceflary  for  the  repairs  of  the  bank  5  permit  me 
to  requeft  that  I  may  receive  your  reply  on  thefe  fubje&s*  as  it  will  be 
very  fatisfattory  to  the  Company. 

5D  lam 
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I  am  perfuaded  fome  fubje&s  are  treated  on  in  this  letter  which  ate 
not  pleating  to  your  Highnefs  •,  it  is  my  duty  enfy  which  could  compel  me 
to  name  them ;  but  the  perfect  efteem  I  ever  have  had  for  your  Highnefs, 
and  the  friencUhip  I  have  always  profefied,  muft  make  me  folicitous  that  all 
your  mcafures  fhould  tend  to  ftrengthen  the  friendfhip  between  your 
Highnefs  and  the  Company  *  and  if  you  can  point  out  any  manner  in 
which  I  can  more  fully  teftify  my  attention  to  your  Highnefs,  it  will 
make  me  happy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Highnefs's 

Fort  St;  George,  Moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

24th  Auguft,  1776. 

P  I  G  O  T. 


Meffieurs  Stone,  Dalrymple,  and  Rufiell,  deliver  in  minutes  on  the 
proceedings  of  yefterday.  # 


They  likewife  deliver  in  a  joint  minute,  declaring  that  they  do  not  think 
Lord  Pigot  fhatched  the  paper  from  Mr.  Brooke  at  yefterday's  Council, 
as  recorded  by  Meffieurs  Stratton  and  Brooke. 

Read  letters  from  the  Nabob  under  date  the  16th  and  1 7th  of  Auguft, 
as  entered  in  Country  Correspondence,  N? 


AT 
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AT    A    CONSULTATION,     23d    Auguft    1776,* 

PRESENT, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  Prefident,  Governor. 

Claud  Ruflell,  Alexander  Dalrymple, 

John  Maxwell  Stone,  Richard  Lathom. 

Claud  Ruflell,    Alexander*  Dalrymple,    John  Maxell  Stone,   and     Fri<ky  «<**- 

k  r  t  Tk-  noon,  23d 

Richard  Lathom,  Efquires,  being  aflembled  at  the  defire  of  Lord  Pigot,     Augu.t,i776. 

he  acquaints    them,   that    while  he  was  at  dinner    the  Town  Major 

waited  upon  him,  and  informed  him  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 

Bromley,  Notary  Publick,  with  a  copy  of  a  proteft  figncd  by  Mr. 

Stratbon,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  Meffieurs  Brooke,  Floyer,  Palmer,  Jourdan,         * 

and  Mackay,  faid  to  be  delivered  to  the  Prefident  and  Council  this 

morping ;  and  that  the  officer  of  the  Main  Guard,  as  well  as  other  officers 

in  garrifon,  had  received  fimilar  letters  and  copies  of  the  proteft ;  Lord 

Pigot  therefore  thought  it  expedient  to  defire  their  'attendance,  to  con- 

fult  on  the  neccflary  meafures  to  be  taken  on  the  occafion. 

Mr.  Oakeley  and  Mr.  Sulivan,  the  Secretaries,  being  ordered  to  attend, 
acquaint  his  Lordfhip  with  their  having  received  letters  to  the  fame 
efFeft,  and  copies  of  the  proteft  from  the  Notary  Publick. 

It  likewiie  appears,  that  Sir  Edward  Hughes  has  been  furnifhed  with 
a  copy  of  it,  as  well  as  Captain  Webb,  Commander  of  the  Company's 
(hip  London,  and  others, 

Mr;  Bromley,  the  Notary  Publick,  who  delivered  the  proteft  to  Lord 
Pigot  this  morning,  being  fent  for,  and  aiked  from  whom  he  received 
that  paper  \  replies,  that  he  received  his  orders  at  Sir  Robert  Fletcher's 
houfe  from  thofc  gentlemen  whole  nanys  axe  affixed  to  the  proteft. 

The 


(    3«*    ) 

The  Board,  unwilling  to  proceed  co  extremity,  were  Inclined  to  give  Sir 
Robert  Fletcher,  Meffieurs  Floyer,  Palmer,  Jourdan,  and  Mackay,fome  tiifce 
to  confider  the  impropriety  of  their  conduit,  in  delivering  by  the  hands  of 
a  Notary-Public  this  morning,  to  the  Prefident  a  paper  tending  to  fubvert 
the  authority  of  Government »  but  finding  that  they  have  fince  then 
united  in  circulating  that  paper  to  the  officer  of  the  main  guard,  and 
many  other  officers  in  garrifon,  and  to  the  Commander  of  the  Company's 
ihip  London,  as  well  as  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Council,  they  think 
they  cannot,  confident  with  their  duty  to  the  Company,  delay  Append- 
ing Meffieurs  Floyer,  Palmer,  Jourdan,  and  Mackay,  from  the  Company's 
fervicc  ;  and  it  is  accordingly  refolved  to  fufpend  them  therefrom,  until 
the  Company's  plcafure  fhall  be  known. 

■ 

But  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  being  a  military  officer,  k  is  refolved,  that  he 
be  immediately  ordered  into  arreft,  and  brought  to  a  General  Court- 
Martial,  for  circulating  letters  tending  to  excite  and  caufe  mutiny  and  (edi- 
tion among  the  troops  in  this  garrifon ;  and  that  Colonel  James  Stuart  be 
ordered  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  troops  under  this  Prefid^ncy. 

The  Secretaries  beg  leave  to  enter  the  following  minute : 

It  is  with  much  concern  we  obfervethe  feceffion  of  fo  many  members  oF 
the  Council,  and  the  Heps  which  they  have  purfued  to  exert  the  autho- 
rity of  Government.  As  the  immediate  fervants  of  the  Board,  we  find 
ourfelves  firft  called  upon  to  aft  in  this  juncture ;  and  our  fituation  being 
particular,  we  hope  to  be  indulged  with  a  few  words  to  explain  the  motives 
of  our  conduit. 

We  declare  we  have  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  the  faithful  and 
upright  difcharge  of  our  duty  j  if,  being  left  to  our  own  judgment,  we 
are  wrong  in  our  ideas  on  this  point*  we  flatter  ourfelves  we  [hall  meet 
with  indulgence.  We  are  of  opinion,  from  what  we  have  read  in  the 
(landing  orders  and  regulations  of  the  Company,  that  the  affairs  of  this 

Government 
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Government  can  only  be  tranfaded  in  Council,  and  that  Council  we  think 
cannot  be  formed  without  the  Prefident  \  in  proof  of  this  we  fliall  quote 
the  following  paflages : 


cc 


STANDING    ORDERS. 

9th  March,  1702.  4*  We  do  ftri&ly  enjoin,  that  all  our  affairs  be 
u  tranfa&ed  in  Council,  Sec"  and  the  commiffion  of  Government  fays, 
u  And  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  our  faid  Prefident  and  Governor f 
George  Lord  Pigot,  and  to  our  Council  afore-named,  or  to  the  major 
part  of  them  (the  whole  Council,  except  fuch  who  are  abfent  as 
"  Chiefs  at  fubordinate  factories  being  duly  fummoned)  full  power 
"  and  authority,  &c.n 

Upon  thefc  grounds,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  aft  under  the  orders  of 
the  Council  which  has  been  afiembled  by  the  Prefident.  We  do  not 
conceive,  in  our  fubordinate  fituation,  that  it  will  be  expected  of  us  to 
confider  the  point  of  legality  or  propriety  in  any  of  the  late  proceed- 
ings •,  whilft  the  form  of  the  conftitution  is  obferved,  we  muft  adhere  to 
it.  The  proceedings  of  the  Board,  or  of  the  particular  perfons  who 
compofe  it,  can  only  be  judged  by  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Charles  Oakeley, 
R.  J.  Sulivan. 


In  confequence  of  the  foregoing  refblutionf  the  following  letters  and 
orders  arc  now  iffued. 


I  5  E 


r* 
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To  Charles  Beyer,  Efq. 

SIR, 

The  Prcfident  and  Council,  unwilling  to  proceed  to  extremity,  were 
inclined  to  give  you  fome  time  to  confider  the  impropriety  of  your  con- 
duit, in  delivering  by  the  hands  of  a  Notary-Public,  this  morning,  to 
the  Prefident,  a  paper  tending  to  fubvert  the  authority  of  Government  * 
but  finding,  that  fince  then,  you  have  united  in  circulating  that  paper 
to  the  officer  of  the  main  guard,  and  many  other  officers  of  this  gar- 
rifon,  and  to  the  commander  of  the  Company's  fhip  London,  as  well 
as  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Council,  they  think  they  cannot,  confiftent 
with  their  duty  to  the  Company,  delay  fufpending  you  from  the  Com- 
pany's fervice  ;  and  they  have  accordingly  fufpended  you  therefrom  until 

the  Company's  pleafure  fhall  be  known,. 

Signed, 

Fort  St.  George,  By  order  of  the  Prefident  and  Council, 

23d  Auguft,  1776. 

R.  J.  SULIVAN,  Secretary. 

A  letter  to  the  like  effect  was  fent  at  the  fame  time  to  each  of  the 
following  Gentlemen ;  Arch*  Palmer,  Efq.  Francis  Jourdan,  Efq»  and 
George  Mackay,  Efq. 

Fort  St.  George,  23d  Auguft,  1776* 

THE  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  and  Council  having  been 
pleafed  to  order  Brigadier-General  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  in  arreft,  tor 
being  concerned  in  circulating  letters  tending  to  excite  and  caufc  mu- 
tiny and  fediiion  among  the  troops  in  this  garrifon,  Colonel  James 
Stuart  is  ordered  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  troops  under  this 
Prefidency,  and  all  reports  and  returns  are  to  be  made  to  him 
accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Prefident  and  Council, 

R.  J.  bULIVAN. 

The 
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\ 


The  draught  of  the  minutes  of  this  afternoon's  confutation,  as  alio  a 
minute  wrote  in  the  morning,  by  Meflieurs  Stone,  Dalrympleand  Ruficll, 
being  in  the  pofleffion  of  Lord  Pigot,  or  fome  of  thofe  Gentlemen, 
the  Secretary  has  been  obliged  to  draw  out  thefe  proceedings  from  the 
bed  of  his  recollection^ 

N.  R  Mr.  Dalrymple  having  lent  the  Secretary  the  papers  mentioned 
above,  they  are  entered  in  Confutation,  18  th  ^September,  the  day  oa 
which  the  Secretary  received  them* 


AT    A    CONSULTATION, 


PRESENT, 


Friday  morn- 
ing, 2  3d  Aug, 


George  Stratton>  Efq.  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

Henry  Brooke  Charles  Floyer 

Archdale  Palmer  Francis  Jourdan 

George  Mackay,  Efqrs* 

AGREED  by  us,  feven  Members,  conftituting  a  majority  of  the 
Council  of  Fort  St.  George  and  its  dependencies,  that  the  following 
letter  of  proteft  be  immediately  fent  to  Lord  Pigot,  Prefident  and 
Governor,  and  to  Meffieurs  Ruflell,  Dalrymple  and  Stone^  three  other 
Members  of  the  Council  at  this  Prefidency* 


Sa 
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• 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot>  Ppjident,  &c.  Claud  RuffeB, 
Alexander  Dahymple,  and  John  Maxwell  Stone,  Efqrs.  of  Council  at 
Fort  St.  George. 

%. 
My  Lord  and  GeBtlemcn, 

WE,  whofe  names  are  under-written,  being  of  Council,  and  confti- 
tuting  a  majority  thereof,  taking  into  our  moft  ferious  confi deration  the  pro- 
ceedings upon  record  at  the  two  laft  meetings,  and  more  particularly  the 
unexampled  outrage  offered  to  the  conftitution,  and  arbitrary  behaviour 
towards  two  of  our  number,  by  an  illegal  attempt  to  fufpend  them,  in 
order  by  a  trick  to  gain  a  majority,  are  of  opinion  that  the  public 
fafety  is  in  danger  by  the  condudt  of  Lord  Pigot,  and  you,  Gentlemen, 
who  have  fupported,  and  by  every  perfon  who  fhall  continue  to  fupport 
fuch  mcafurcs ;  and  we  (hall  hold  you  therefore  refponfible  for  all  the 
confequenccs  that  may  enfue.  We,  the  majority  of  the  Board,  do  con- 
fider  ourfelves  as  the  only  legal  reprelentatives  of  the  Honourable  Com- 
pany, under  this  Prefidency,  and  as  fuch  we  have  no  doubt  but  all  the 
fervants  will  regard  us. 

For  thefe  reafons,  and  the  evident  illegality  of  the  fummons  to  Coun- 
cil for  this  morning,  in  which  are  omitted  the  names  of  Mr.  George 
Stratton  and  Mr.  Henry  Brooke,  two  legal  Members  of  the  Board,  we 
cannot  confidently  with  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  Honourable  Employers, 
attend  the  faid  fummons. 

We  are,  my  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 
Madrafs, 
23d  Auguft,  1776.  Your  moft  obedient,  humble  fervants, 

G.S.    R.  F.    H.  B.    C.F.    A.  P.     F.J.    G.  M, 

■ 

It  being  deemed  nectffary  that  the  letter  of  proteft  be  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  Lord  Pigot,  &c.  by  a  Noary  -P«:V»  c,  in  his  official  capacity, 
Mr.  Charles  Bromley  was  accordingly  fent  lor*  and  the  faid  proteft, 

being 
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being  firft  duly  figned,  was  delivered  to  him  for  the  before-mentioned 
purpofe. 

The  afbrefaid  members!  conftituting  a  majority  of  the  Council  of 
Fort  St.  George,  judging  it  neceflary  to  inform  the  Governor-General 
and  Council  at  Bengal  of  the  prefent  diftrafted  flate  of  the  Honourable 
Company's  affairs  under  this  Government,  it  is  unanimously  agreed  to 
addrefe  them  in  manner  following,  and  to  convey  this  difpatch  to  them 
by  the  Honourable  Company's  (hip  Shrewfbury,  which  is  to  fail  this 
morning  for  Bengal,  under  cover  of  the  packet  now  tranfmitted  to  that 
Prefidency  by  Commodore  Sir  Edward  Hughes ;  the  Commodore  having 
fignified  to  us  that  he  would  do  fo. 

Vlo  the  Honourable  Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  Gavernor»General>  &c.  Council 

in  Bengal 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

WE  uke  this  occafion  to  addrefs  you  upon  the  publick  danger  which 
impends  over  this  fettlement,  from  the  conduft  of  our  Prefident,  and 
other  members  of  our  Board,  who  maintain,  that  the  executive  powers  of 
Government  are  not  lodged  in  a  majority  of  the  members  of  this  Board, 
unlcfe  the  Prefident  is  of  that  number,  and  that  the  Prefident's  perfonal 
aflent  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  constitute  every  a&  of  Government. 

Since  the  difpatches  to  you  per  Swallow,  we  have  been  engaged  in 
continual  difputes  about  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Ruffell  to  the  Refidency, 
and  Colonel  Stuart  to  the  Command  of  Tanjore  -,  and  upon  the  rights 
of  the  majority  of  this  Board,  which  have  been  denied  by  the  minority. 
We  have  obferved  the  greateft  moderation  to  prevent  coming  to  extre- 
mities ;  but  Lord  Pigpt,  who  has  watched  an  opportunity,  has,  by  a 
moft   unparallelled    aft,    attempted   to  ufurp   the  Government,    and 

5  F  thereby 
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thereby  (hewn  haw  Uttle^he  merks  that  moderation.  We  fhsOl  now  relate 

the  circumftances. 

Colonel  Stuart  was  long  fince  appointed  by  the  majority  of  the  Board 
to  the  command  of  Tanjore  v  and  propofed  inftrutfions  to  htm  having 
been  laid  before  the  Board*  the  consideration  of  thekn  was  deferred,  and 
the  Colonel  given  out  in  general  orders  to  hold  himfdf  in  readineft  to- 
proceed  to  Tanjore.   Soon  after  the  Commander  in  Chief  being  indtf- 
pofed  fent  inftru&ions  for  Colonel  Stuart  more  full  and  explicit,  which  he 
recommended  ihould  be  taken  into  confederation ;  it  was  therefore  moved 
to  take  them  under  consideration  accordingly  -9  but  to  our  great  aftoniih- 
ment,  when  the  queftion  was  propofed  and  rtc$rdcdy  the  Prtfident  posi- 
tively declared  he  would  not1  put  it,  nor  would  he  ever  give  his  fanction 
to  Colonel  Stuart's  going  to  Tanjore,  unlefs  Mr.'  RufleU  were  likewife 
permitted   to  go.     In  confequence  the  Council  was  adjourned  to  the 
next  day,    and   the  Inftrudtions  were   again    produced;    and    as   the 
Prefidenc  would  not  put  the  queftions  propofed  in  them,  the  mode  that 
occurred  was  for  every  member  to  write  his  opinion,  and  therefrom  colleft 
the  opinion  of  the  majority :  the  tnftrudions  woe  then  approved  and  wrote 
fair,  but  the  Prefident  declaring  he  would  not  fign  them,  the  majority  of 
the  Board  gave  their  opinion  in  the  fame  manner,  that  they  ought  to  be 
figned  by  the  Secretary,    Tlfe  Prefident  obferved,  that  this  was  not  a  foffi- 
cient  warrant  for  the  Secretary *  upon  which  the  paper,  No   i ,  was  then 
written ;  Mr,  Stratton  and  Mr.  Brooke  having  figned  this*  paper,  the  Pre- 
fident fnatched  it  out  of  Mr.  Brooke's  hand,  and  immediately  took  out  of 
his  pocket  a  written  charge,  No.  2,  which  he  had  prepared  a  fewminulcs 
before,  and  he  then  moved  their  fufpenfion «,  notwithstanding  a  morion 
f6r  adjournment,  regularly  made  and  fcconded,  he  carried  by  his  ca&fcg 
vote,  although  he  was  the  accufer,  and  by  excluding  the  votes  of  the  two 
gentlemen  \ ;  we  proceed  againft  the  illegality   of  ■  tlieir    proceedfogs', 
and  on  this  day   a  funuqons,  leaving  6ut  the  names  of  thofe  two 

gen- 
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gentlemen,  having  been'fent  round,  we  have  (eparated  ourfelves  from  a 
minority,  who  have  thus  illegally  feized  the  Government,  We  enclofe 
you  a  proteft,  No.  3,  we  have  fent  them,  declaring  our  rights  not 
infringed  by  their  violence,  although  we  refufe  to  a£t  with  them,  and  - 
we  mean  to  claim  thofe  rights  of  the  fervants  of  the  Company.  We 
fubmit  the  'whole  to  you*  confideration,  calling  upon  you  for  your 
afliftance  and  fbpportf  in  the  prefent  dangerous  exigency  of  affairs. 
We  cannot  howevdr  conclude  without  obferving,  that  Lord  Pigot's 
conduct,  in  refuting  to  let  Colonel  Stuart  go  unlefs  Mr.  Ruflell  were 
alfo  ient,  carries  with  it  a  very  ftrong  prefumption,  that  he  was  a&uated 
by  private  views,  and  not  from  any  public  motives*  and  we  think 
it  our  duty  to  declare,  that  we  are  of  opinion,  while  the  management 
of  the  Company's  affairs  is  intrufted  with  fuch  men  as  Lord  Pigot, 
MeflTrs.  Ruflell,  Dalrympk,  and  Stone,  the  greateft  danger  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  them.  It  is  neceffary  to  inform  you,  that  as  Lord 
Plot's  violence  hath  obliged  us  to  remove  from  the  Fort,  and  as  the. 
Tappals  are  all  carried  to  him,  we  are  apprehenfive  that  your  anfwer 
to  our  Council  by  the  Swallow  will  be  concealed  from  us. 
•  .  * 

We  ane,  with  great  refpeft, 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 
Madras, 

23d  Auguft,  -1776.  Your  moft  obedient,  humble'  Servants, 

Charles  Floyer.  Geo  Stratton, 

Archdale  Palmer,  Rob  Fletcher, 

Francis  Jourdan,  Henry  Brooke, 

Geo  Mackay, 


AT 
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AT    A    CONSULTATION,  i&  Auguft  177& 

PRESENT, 

Geoige  Stratton,  Efq.  Sir  Robert  Fletcher, 

Friday  even-  Henry  Brooke,  Charles  Floyer, 

Augift!Qf  Archdale  Palmer,  Francis  Jouidan, 

George  Mackay. 

RESOLVED,  That  a  fenfe  of  the  public  danger,  and  a 
regard  for  the  conftitution  of  the  Company,  have  obliged  us  in  this 
manner  to  form  ourfelves  into  a  Council,  fince  the  letter  addreffed 
by  us  this  morning,  as  entered  in  the  diary,  have  had  no  effed^That 
we  propofe  therefore  regularly  to  afiemble  and  watch  over  the  public 
fcfety,  and  the  important  concerns  of  the  Honourable  Company  in- 
trufted  to  us,  as  an  undoubted  majority  of  Council.  That  the  firft 
concern  that  comes  under  our  confideration  is,  that  the  fortrefs  and 
garrifon  of  Fort  St.  George  be  in  our  hands,  and  under  our  com- 
mand, as  the  legal  reprefentatives  of  the  Eaft-India  Company ;  and 
as  Lord  Pigot,  from  his  late  conduit,  has  dared  to  violate  every  law 
which  ought  to  bind  a  fervant  who  has  fworn  fidelity  to  the  Com* 
pany;  uncertain  as  we  are  to  what  further  excels  he  may  proceed, 
we  think  it  our  duty,  if  necefiary,  to  arreft  his  perfon.  That  for 
thefe  purpofes  we  hereby  order,  inftrud,  and  empower  Colonel  James 
Stuart,  on  whom,  during  the  unhappy  indifpofition  of  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher,  we  confer  the  command  of  the  army,  as  well  as  of  the 
garrifon  of  Fort  St.  George  during  the  prefent  danger,  to  take  fuch 
meafures  as  to  him  fhall  appear  proper  to  place  the  fort*  garrifon, 
and  Fort-houfe,  under  our  command,  fo  that  public  tranquility  may 
be  reftored,  and  the  bufinefs  of  the  Honourable  Company  be  car- 
ried on  in  the  ufual  manner.  That  we  further  order  and  dired  Co- 
lonel James  Stuart,  if  he  fees  it  neceflary,  or  that  refinance  to  thefe 

eur 
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mar  orders  to  aweffi  die  perfea  of  Lord  Pigoc,  or  of  any  othqr  peiw 
Ion  who  fhall  obftruft  him  in  the  execution  of  thefe  our  orders  t 
and  for  thefe  falutary  purpofcs,  we  hereby  order  all  Company's  fer- 
vants,  civil  and  military,,  and  all'  perfons  who*  five  under  the  pro- 
tection of  this  Government,  to  give  to  the  faid  Colonel  James  Stuart 
every  affiftance  and  fupport  m  their  power,  for  which  this  fhall  be 
his  and  their  warrant.  Given  under  our  hands,  Madrafs  the  23d 
Auguft,  177$,  at  3  o'clock  R.  M. 


24th.    So  the  Honourable  Warren  Hafting$t  Governor-General* .  &fc» 

Council  of  Bengal* 

Honourable  Sir  and'  Sirs, 

W  E  bad;  yefterday  the  honour  to  write  to  you,,  fince  when  Lord* 
Pigot  and  the  minority  declared  Meffrs.  Floyer,.  Palmer*  Jourdan,  and 
Mackay,  ftrfpended  the  fervice,  and  ordered  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  into 
arreft.  We  refufed  to  receive  any  letters  from  them,  and  do  not  by 
any  means  admit  any  aft  of  the  faid  Lord  Pigot  and  his  aflbciates 
to  be  valid.  We  mean  to  leave  no  legal  method  untried  to  exe- 
cute the  truft  repofed  in*  us,  but  we  hope  you  will  neverthclefs  give 
fuch  orders  as  may  remove  our  difficulties..  We  think  it  incumbent 
on  us  to  add,  that  the  Nabob  is  much  alaraaed,  and  we  apprehend, 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  men  who  have  the.  power,  and  particu- 
larly on  account  of  the  perfonal  difputes  between  him  and  Lord 
Pigot,.  that  if  it  fhould  remainr  with  them,  he  has  rcafon  to  fear  fuch< 
violences  and  affronts*.  ~ 

We  fhould  yeftercfay  have  explained  to  you,  that  the  paper  on< 
which  Lord  Pigot  founded  his  charge  was  a  paper  written  fair  from 
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jority,  and  acknowledged 


Board 


rdpeftt 


Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  Serva 

Geo.  Stratton, 
Rob.  Fletcher, 
Madras,  Henry  Brooke, 

34thAuguft,  1776,  Charles  Floyer, 

Arch.  Palmer, 
Francis  Jourdan, 
Geo.  Mackay. 


PoonamalUe, 


SIR, 


THE  violent  and  illegal  proceedings  of  Lord  Pigot,  and  Meflrs. 
Rufiell,  Dalrymple,  and  Stone,  having  obliged  us  to  feparate  ourfelves 
from  them,  we,  the  majority  of  the  Council,  being  the  only  lawful 
reprefentatives  of  the  Company  on  this  coaft ;  the  conftitution  of  the 
Company  being,  that  on  every  divifion,  the  aft  of  the  majority  of 
the  Council  fhall  be  the  aft  of  Government,  from  which  the  mino- 
rity may  diflcnt,  but  are  bound  to  conform  thereto  \  we  do,  in  the 
name  of  the  -faid  Company,  order  and  direft  you,  as  you  fhall  anfwer 
for  the  confequences,  not  to  obey  any  other  orders  than  thofe  you 
may  from  time  to  time  receive  from  us.    We  are,  Sir, 

Madrafs,  Your  moft  obedient  humble  Servants, 

Auguft,  1776,  G,  Stratton,         R.  Fletcher,        H.  Brooke; 

C.  Floyer,  A.  Palmer*         F.  Jourdan, 

G.  Mackay. 
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Tv  Major  Matthew  Horne,  commanding  at  the  Mount 


t  • 


SIR, 

THE  violent  and  illegal  proceedings  of  Lord  Pigot,  and  Meflrs. 
Rufiell,  Dalrymple,  and  Stone,  having  obliged  us  to  feparate  ourfelvcs 
from  them,  we,  the  majority  of  the  Council,  being  the  only  legal 
reprefentatives  of  the  Company  on  this  coaft ;  the  conftitution  of  the 
Company  being,  that  on  any  divifion,  the  aft  of  the  majority  of 
the  Council  (hall  be  the  aft  of  the  government,  from  which  the 
minority  may  diflent,  but  are  bound  to  conform  thereto ;  we  do,  in 
the  name  of  the  faid  Company,  order  and  direft  you,  as  you  (hall 
anfwer  for  the  confequences,  not  to  obey  any  other  orders  than  thofe 
you  may  from  time  to  time  receive  from  us. 

W«  are,  Sir, 

Tour  moft  obedient  humble  Servants. 


i 


AT    A    CONSULTATION,    24th    Auguft,    177* 

PRESENT, 

George  Stratton,  Efquire,  Profident. 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher, 
Charles  Floyer, 
Francis  Jourdan, 


Henry  Brooke, 
Archdale  Palmec, 
George  Mackay. 


Colonel  Stuart  having,  in  confequence  of  our  orders  iflued  to  him 
yefterday,  reported  to  us  that  Lord  Pigot  was  m  arreft  at  the  Mount, 
and  that  all  the  military  officers  in  this  Fort  having  declared  it  to 
be  their  duty  and  refolution  to  obey  all  orders  they  may  receive 
fcom  us,  the  prefent  majority  of  the  Council,  or  the  majority  for  the 
time  being,  we  immediately  came  to  the  Council  Chamber  in  the 
Fortrhoufe,  and  being  thus  legally  aflembled,  we  called  all  the  mili- 
tary 
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night,  naif 
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tary  officers  of  tjm  garrifon  before  us*,  and  read  to  them  the  follow- 
ing proclamation,  which  met  with  their  unanimous  concurrence,  and 
confirmed  to  us  the  declaration  which  Colonel  Stuart  reported  to  us. 

In  the  name  of  his  Majefty  and  the  Engliih  Nation,  front}  whom 
are  derived  the  authorities  and  powers  of  the  Honourable  Eafblndia 
Company,  quj  condiments,,  we,  the  fbbfcribing  members  of  their  go- 
vernment of  Fort  St.  Geprge  and  its  dependencies,  competing  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  of  the  laid-  government,  and  therefore  by  law, 
and  the  exprefc  order*  of  the  Company,,  being  virtually  the  governs 
iQent,  iflbe  the  following  proclamation : 

Whereas  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigoty  Prefidenty  and  Claud* 
RufTell,  Alexander  Dalrymple,  John  Maxwell  Stone,  Efquires,  mem- 
bers of  our  Council,  have,  by  various  arbitrary  and  illegal  adts,  at- 
tempted to  fuperfede  in  us  the  authority  of  the  Company,  and  to  af- 
fuxne  to  themfelves  the  powers  of  this  government,  contrary  to  law 
and  the  orders  of  the  Company,  which  can  be  demonftrated  to  every 
individual  by  the  following,  measures  which  they  have  attempted  to> 
execute,  and  which  are  entered  on  the  records  of  the  Company.. 

Firft,  That  the  faid  Prefident  has  exprefsly  maintained,  that  he 
would  not  put  queftions  moved  by  the  menjbers  of  the  majority  if  he 
did  not  chufe  to  do  fo ;_  that  he  had  a  right  to  adjourn  the  Council,, 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  majority,  as  well  as  that,  by  putting 
a  negative  to  any  refolution  of  a  majority,  he  can.  flop  the  execution 
of  fuch  refolution.  A  fyftem  which  proves  to  the  meaneft  capacity, 
that  it(  i6  replete  with  the  greateft  dangers  to  the  community,  and  ex- 
prefsjy  contrary,  to.  the  conftitytion*  of  a  government  vefted  in  the 
hands  of:  more  than,  one  member.  Thus,  if  an  enemy  invaded  this 
fettlement,  and  that  a,  Prefident  chofe  to  oppofe  preparations  for  the 
publifc  defence,  it  is  evident  that  the  loft  of  the  fettlement  might  at- 
tend fuch  powers  in  the  hands  of  an  ill-diipofed  Prefident,  And  fur- 
ther, 


I 
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ther,  if  fuch  a  fyftemwas  fupported,  and  that  a  Prefident  vefttd  with 
fuch  powers  was  dete6ted  in  facrif^cing  the  public  intereft  to  his  own, 
it  is  clear  that  no  meafure  of  detection  or  punifhment  could  be  carried 
againft  him. 

Secondly,  It  had  been  refolved  that  Colonel  Stuart  ftiauld  be  fent 
to  the  command  of  Tanjore,  and  inftru6tions  had  been  recommended 
by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  but  the  Prefident  refufed  to  put  the 
queftion  for  their  being  taken  into  confideration.  The  majority  of 
the  Council,  who  had  before  refolved  on  the  neceffity  of  fending  Colo- 
nel Stuart,  had  no  other  mode  left,  excepting  fufpenfion,  but  that  of 
entering  their  opinions  in  writing ;  firft,  that  they  ought  to  be  then 
confidered,  and  next,  that  th«y  were  proper  and  full ;  and  the  Prefi- 
dent refufing  to  fign  them,  the  majority,  unwilling  to  come  to  extremi- 
ties, further  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  they  fliould  be  figned  by 
the  Secretary.  This,  the  Prefident  faid,  he  thought  would  not  be  a 
fuflicient  authority  for  the  Secretary,  and  in  confequence,  as  the  Secre- 
tary did  not  feem  to  think  it  fufficient,  with  the  unanimous  agree- 
ment of  the  majority,  an  order  to  the  Secretary  to  fign  it  by  order  vf 
Council  was  written,  then  copied  fair,  and  when  figned  by  Mefiieurs 
Stratton  and  Brooke,  was  fnatched  by  the  Prefident  out  of  Mr. 
Brooke's  hands,  and  the  very  fame  inftant  the  Prefident  pulled  out  of 
his  pocket  a  charge  againft  thofe  Gentlemen  for  an  intention  to  fub- 
vert  the  government,  and  introduce  anarchy,  by  figning  an  order  to 
the  Secretary  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Prefident  and  Council. 

It  muft  here  be  remarked,  that  as  he  came  from  his  clo&t  prepar* 
ed,  it  muft  have  been  his  intention  to  feize  the  paper  as  foon  as  it 
was  figned  by  as  many  of  the  majority  as  he  wanted  to  get  rid  of.  On 
this  frivolous  charge  he  moved  the  fufpenfion  of  thefe  two  Gentlemen, 
and  by  excluding  their  votes,  and  voting  himfelf,  although  the  accufer, 
by  his  cafting  vote  he  carried  the  motion.  And  that  although  it  was 
moved  to  adjourn  the  Council  previous  to  his  putting  his  queftion, 
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he  would  not  hear  It,  but  proceeded ;  and*  as  loon  as  he  had  effected 
his  defign  he  adjourned  the  Council,  although  the  members  of  the  ma- 
jority their  ftaid,  and  refufed  to  confent  to  it. 

An  attempt,  which  if  By  law  or  cuftom  it  could  have  any  effeft, 
it  muft  have  virtually  fufpended  his  own  authority,  his  being  but  a  part 
of  the  government  which  he  attempted  thus  to  fupercede.  That  he 
ifiued  in  public  military  orders  the  faid  illegal  attempt  as  the  aft  of  the 
Governor  and  Council,  thereby  attempting,  in  violation  of  every  right 
and  privilege  of  this  conftitutional  government,  to  affume  a  perfonaP 
power  over  the  military. 

Thirdly.  His  having  violently  endeavoured*  to  foperfede  the  wholfe* 
authority  of  Us  and  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  army,  and  endea* 
voured  to  compel  obedience  from  all  the  fervants  civil  and- military  to 
hirr.felf  and  his  aflbciates,  as  if  he  and  they  poffefled  legally  and  confti- 
tutionally  the  authority  inverted  by  the  royal  charter  and  the  orders  of 
the  Company  in  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Government,  which 
majority  we  the  fubferibing  members  virtually  and  effe&ually  compofc. 

For  thefe  weighty  reafbto,  no  Tefs  clear  than  interefting  towery  indU 
▼idual,  whether  a  fervant  of  the  Company.,  or  under  their  protection,, 
k  is  hereby  ena&ed  and  proclaimed,  that, George  Stratton,  Efq.  is, 
according  to  the  orders*  of  the  Company,  Prefident  of  the  Council 
and  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  that  the  powers  of  Lord  Pigot; 
and  Mcffrs.  Ruflell,  Dalrymple  and  Stone,  ftand  annulled.  It  is  there- 
fore ordered  and  proclaimed',  by  the  authority  of  the  aforefaid  Prefldent, 
We*  the  fubferibing  members  of  Council,  being  the  only  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Company  on  this  Coaft,  that  all  the  fervants  civil  and 
military  do  obey  our  orders  immediately ;  and  every  fervant  failing  in 
fuch  duty  is  held  anfwerable  by  their  eommiffion  or  ftation  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Company.  And  it  is  farther  proclaimed,  that  all  fervants 
civil  and  military  fhall  be  indemnified  againft  any  oppreffions  or  dif- 

a  advantages. 
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advantages  they  have  or  may  fuffer  by  the  ufurpcd  authority  of  the 
Bight  Honourable  Lord  Pi  got  and  his  affociates- 

Geo.  Stratton,  , 
Robt.  Fletcher, 
Henry  Brooke, . 
Charles  Floyer, 
Arch.  Palmer, 
Francis  Jourdan,. 
Fort  St»  George,  Geo.  Mackay. 

a+th  Auguft,  1776. 

As  it .  is  proper  that  upon  fo  -intcrcfting  ?  fubjeft  the  orders  of  the : 
Company  (hould  be  exprefsly  and  literally  fct  forth,  we  -hatfe  dire&ed  the 
following  (landing  orders  to  be  annexed  to  this  proclamation  ;  > 

«•  Whatever  (hall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  majority  (hall  be  efteemed  * 
cc  the  order  by  which  each  one  is  to  aft,  and  accordingly. every  indi- 
**  vidual  perfon,  even  the  diffenters  themfelvef,  are  to  perform  their 
u    parts  in  the- profecution  *  and  iiv  fo  doing  they  do  their  .duty  and  ; 
€t  muft  not  be  blamed." 

Colonel  Stuart  reprefehts  to  the  Board,  that  when  he  went  down 
from  the  Council  Chamber  he  found  Mr.  Claud  Ruflell  at  the  main  . 
guard  then  under  arms,  and  inviting  the  troops  and  others  to  make 
refiftance  to  Government  *  that  attempts  were  made  to  bring  him  by  : 
fair  means  before  the  Council,   whom  he  thought  were  his  proper 
judges ;  that  beingpapprehenfive  of.  the  confequences,  he,  the  Colonel,  , 
ufed  his  endeavours  to  bring  him  before  the  Council,  which  Mr.  Ruflell  1 
did  his  utmoft  to  prevent. 

Colonel  Stuart  further  reprefents,  that  he  was  fo  much  exhauftecL  * 
with  fatigue  on  this  occafion,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  ftate  fo 
much  as  he  had  faid<  without  a  confiderable  paufe ;  and  as  he  wifhed  to 
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lay  all  he  had  to  fay  before  Mr.  Rufifell,  he  had  taken  the  opportunity 
of  doing  it  in  his  prefence.  The  Colonel  adds,  that  he  has  a  fincere 
efteem  for  Mr.  Ruflell  perfonally,  but  that  a  fenfe  of  his  duty  muft 
fuperfede  every  other  confideration. 

Mr.  Ruflell  then  addreffes  the  Board,  faying  he  knows  not  by  what 
authority  he  is  brought  here,  nor  by  what  authority  we  a&  ;  to  which 
'  the  Board  reply,  that  it  is  here  convened  by  the  majority  of  the  Council, 
conftituting  the  only  legal  government  for  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company  upon  this  coaft ;  and  put  the  following  queftion  to  him 
through  the  Prefident : 

Mr,  Ruflell*  Do  you  acknowledge  the  .authority  *>F  the  Board 
here  convened  at  this  prefent  time.? 

Anfwer.     I  do  not. 

The  Prefident  then  informed.  Mr.  'Ruflell  fl*at  Tie  had  a  letter  to 
read  to  him,  but  he  refufing  to  hear  it,  the  Prefidenr,  by  defire  of 
the  Board,  informs  him  that  he  is  hereby  fufpended  the  fervice  until 
the  pie  a  fu  re  of  the  Company  fhall  be  known. 

Mr.  Ruflell  then  *fked  if  he  was  a  prifoner,  and  being  anfwered  in 
the  negative,   he  withdrew. 

The  Board  then  proceeded  to  iflue  the  following  letter: 

To  Mr.  Charles  Oaktley,  Secretary  to  the  Council  of  Fort  St.  George. 
S  I  R, 

TOU  are  hereby  ordered  to  attend  a  Council  now  fitting  without  a 

moment**  delay. 

We  are*  Sir, 

Fort  St.  George,  Your  moft  obedient  fervants, 

ft4thAuguft,  1776. 

The 
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The  fame  to  Mr.  Richard  Jofeph  Sulivan,  Secretary  to  the  Council 
in  its -military  department. 

To  Major  Matthew  Horne,  commanding  at  the  Mount. 

w 

S  I  R, 

IT  having  been  deemed  neceffary  to  arreft  Lord  Pigot,  he  has  been 
fent  to  the  Mount,  where  you  will  be  pleafed  to  keep  him  fecured, 
(hewing  him  every  mark  of  refpeft  and  attention,  until  you  receive 
further  orders  from  us. 

We  have  this  evening  taken  charge  of  the  Government  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  whole  garrifon. 

We  are,  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient  fcrvants, 

Port  St.  George,  G.  S,  R.  F,  H.  B,  C.  F,  A.  P,  F.  J,  G.  M. 

24th  Auguft,  1776. 

G.  O. 

By  George  Stratton,.  Efquire,  Prefident,  Henry  Brooke,  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher,  Charles  Floyer,  Archdale  Palmer,  Francis  Jourdan, 
George  Mackay,   Efquires,  of  Council  at  Fort  St.  George. 

THE  illegal,  violent,  and  unconftitutional  conduft  of  Lord  Pigot, 
Prefident  of  the  Council,  aided  and  affifted  by  Mefficurs  Ruflell,  Dal- 
rymple,  and  Stone,  in  breaking  through  the  pofitive  orders  of  the 
Company,  have  compelled  us,  for  the  future  welfare  and  prefervation 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  to  order  Lord  Pigot  into  arreft,  and 
to  fufpend  from  the  Company's  fcrvice  the  other  three  gentlemen, 
until  the  Company*s  pleafure  ftiall  be  known  j  and  George  Strat- 
ton, Efquire,  being  the  next  fenior  fervant  to  Lord  Pigot,    agreeable 
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to  the  orders  of  the  Company,  is  appointed  Prefident,  and  is  to  be 
obeyed  as  fuch ;  and  all  the  officers  and  foldiers  on  this  eftablifhtnent 
are  hereby  ordered  to  pay  due  obedience  to  us,  the  only  legal  rcpre- 
fentatives  of  the  Company. 

Fort  St.  George, 
24th  Auguft,  1776*  10  P.  MV. 


2i  Claud  RuJ/efl,  Efo 


S  I  R, 


THE  very  illegal  and  unconftitutional  conduft  you  have  obfcrvcd 
in  the  fupport  you  have  given  to  Lord  Pigot,  convinces  us  that  no 
dependance  can  be  placed  in  you  •>  and  confidering  how  much  the 
affairs  of  the  Company  have  fufiered  through  thefe  means,  we  are 
reduced  to  the  necefllty  of  fufpending  you,  and  you  are  accordingly 
hereby  fufpended  from  the  fervice. 

We  are,.Sir>. 

Your  moft~  obedient  fervants* 

Geo.  Stratton 
A.  Palmer 
Henry  Brooke 

Fort  St.  George,  Francis  Jourdan; 

1 

24th  Auguft,  1776. 


To  Alexander  Dalrympk,   EJq. 


S  I  R, 


THE  very  illegal  and  unconftitutional  condu&  you  have  obfervcd 
in  the  fupport  you  have  given  to  Lord  Pigot,  convinces  us  that  no 

i  dependance 
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dependance  can  be  placed  upon  you  ;  and  confidering  how  much  the 
affairs  of  the  Company  have  fuffered  through  thefe  means,  we  are 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  fufpending  you,  and  you  are  accordingly, 
lufpended  the  fervice. 

We  are,  Sir, } 

Your  very  obedient  fervants, 

GEO.  STRATTON,  &c<. 


To  John  Maxwell  Stone,  Efq. 


S  I  R, 


THE  very  illegal,  violent,  and  unconditional  condudt  you  have* 
obferved,in  the  fupport  you  have  given  to  Lord  Pigot,  convinces  us 
that  no  dependance  can  be  placed  upon  you;  and  confidering  how 
much  the  affairs  of  the  Company  have  fuffered  through  thefe  means* . 
we  are  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  fufpending  you,  and  you  are  ac- 
cordingly fufpended. from. the  fervice. . 

We  are,  Sir, . 

Fort  Si.  George,-  Your  mod  obedient  fervants,. 

24th  AXJguft,   1776.. 

GEO,  STRATTON,  &<r.. 

Ordered,  That  letters  be  prepared  to  be  difpatched  to-morrow  morn- 
ing to  all  the  fubordrnatefa&ories,  and  to  all  the  officers  commanding. 
the  feveral  out-garriibns,  informing  them,  that  the  illegal  condudt  of 
Lord  Pigot,  Meifrs.  Ruflell,  Dairy mple, .  and  Stone, .  having  reduced 
us  to  the  neceffity  of  arrefting  Lord  Pigot,  and  of  fufpending  the  others 
from,  the  Company's  fervice,  George  Stratton,  Efq.  the  next  fenior 
fervant  to  Lord  Pigot,  is  now  Prefident  of  the  Council  of  Fort  St 
George. 

The 
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The  attendance  of  Colonel  Smart  at  the  Board  being  now  defired, 
he  accoidingly  attends,  and  lavs  before  the  Board  the  fo'.lowing'copy 
of  the  orders,  iflucd  by. him  xo  Maj'jr  Home. 

■  Copy  of  the  order  given  by  Colonel  Stuart  to  Major  Home. 

S  I  R, 

IN  confequence  of  the  powers  vetted  in  me  for  the  public  fafety 
of  the  fcttlement  at  this  alarming  crifis,  I  have  fecured  the  perfon  of 
Lord  Pigor,  and  have  put  his  Lordfliip  under  the  care  of  Captain 
Lyfaughr,  to  be  delivered  over  to  you;  thtfe -are  therefore  to  order 
you,  Major  Home,  to  take  the  pe.  fon  of  the  faid  .Lord  Pigot  into 
your  charge  and  cuftody,  until  you  (hall  receive  further  orders  from 
•the  legal  Civil  Government  in  and  over  the  Prefidency  of  Fort  St. 
George,  to  which,  as  the  reprefentacives  of  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
or  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  we  are  bound  by  our  oath  of  fidelity  to 
pay  obedience. 

His  Lordfliip"  is  conftantly  to  be  in  the  view  either  of  yourfelf,  or 
of  an  officer  under  your  command,  but  he  is  not  to  be  permitted  to 
carry  arms,  nor  to  correfpond  or  converfe  upon^matters  which  any  way 
concern  civil  or  military  bufinefs ;  and  in  cafe  of  refiifal  to  conform 
to  this  order,  the  letters  are  to  be  (lopped,  and  the  perfon  difmiffed 
with  whomfuch  converfation  is  held. 

It  is  needlefs  to  fuggeft  to  a  man  of  your  feeling,  .that  Lord  Pigot  is 
t  to  be  treated  with  every  mark  of  attention  and  refpedt  fuited  to  the 
iituation  which  the  prefent  exigency  of  affairs  makes  neceflary.  v 

His  Lordfhip's  family  and  fervants  are  to  be  permitted  to  vifit  and 
.attend  him,  but  the  number  limited,  and  at  your  difcretion. 

Thefe 
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Thefe,  Sir,  are  my  orders  and  inftru&ions  to  you,  which  nothing 
but  an  order  of  Government,  regularly  fignified  to  you,  is  to  fuper- 
fede  in  any  particular. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  St.  George,  this  24th  day  of 
•    Auguft,  1776. 

(Signed)  JAMES    STUART, 

By  order  of  Government,  afting  commander  of  all  the  forces  under 
the  Prefidency  of  Fort  Sc  George,  and  alio  of  the  garrifon 
within  the  faid  Fort. 

To  Major  Home. 

TO  be  delivered  by  Captain  Lyfaught,  who  is  hereby  ordered  to 
take  an  acknowledgment  in  writing  from  Major  Home  that  he  has  re- 
ceived Lord  Pigot  into  his  charge. 

The  preceding  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  inftru&ions  from  me  to 

Major  Home* 

JAMES   STUART. 

Every  thing  being  in  perfed  tranquillity  in  the  garrifon,  and  it  be- 
ing midnight,  it  is  agreed  to  adjourn  till  to-morrow  morning  fix 
o'clock. 

AT    A  CONSULTATION.    Prefent, 

George  Stratton,  Efq,  Prefident    and  Governor* 
Henry  Brooke  Sir  Robert  Fletchetf 

Charles  Floyer  Archdale    Palmer 

Francis  Jourdan  George  Mackay 

m 

Read  and  approved  the  proceedings  of  the  laft  confutation. 

Meffrs,  Oakely  and  Sulivan  attend  the  Board  in  confequence  of  the 
orders  iflued  to  them  laft  night,  and  inform  us,  that  being  out  of  town> 

$  K  they 
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they  did  not  receive  their  refpeftive  orders  until  the  Council  had  ad- 
journed, and  beg  leave  to  addrefs  the  Board  in  the  following  joint  mi- 
nute: 

After  the  members  of  the  Board,  who  voted  againft  the  fufpenfion  or 
Meffieurs  Stratton  and  Brooke,  had  feparated  themfelves  from  the  reft 
of  the  Council,  and  had  protefted  againft  their  proceedings  as  illegal, 
we  thought  it  incumbent  on  us  to  enter  a  minute  .on  the  records,  con- 
taining our  particular  reafons  for  a&ing  under  the  Prefident  Lord  Pi- 
got  and  the  Gentlemen  of  Council  who  remained ;  we  conceived  it  did 
not  belong  to  us  to  judge  of  the  propriety  or  the  legality  of  the  pro- 
ceedings on  which  the  fufpenfion  was  grounded,  but  whilft  his  Lord- 
ihip  continued  Prefident  of  the  Council,  and  was  acknowledged  as  fuch 
even  by  thofe  members  who  had  withdrawn  themfelves,  we  confidered 
him  as  the  only  perfon  who  could  legally  aflemble  the  Council,  and 
that  no  aft  of  Government  could  be  made  unlefs  the  Council  were  fo 
aflembled. 

Thefe  being  our  fentiments,  we  determined  to  continue  in  our  rc- 
fpeftive  ftations  under  the  orders  of  Lord  Pigot  and  the  Gentlemen 
who  remained  with  him ;  and  from  the  time  we  came  to  that  refblu- 
tion,  we  are  confeious  that  we  afted  moft  faithfully  in  our  ieparate 
trufts.  We  had  no  communication  with  the  feceding  members,  nor 
had  we  the  leaft  knowledge  or  idea  of  thofe  intentions  which  they 
afterwards  put  in  execution. 

Proceeding  upon  the  principles  we  have  before  mentioned,  when  the 
Gentlemen  now  at  the  Board  poflefTed  themfelves  of  all  the  powers  or 
government,  and  proceeded  formally  to  declare  Lord  Pigot  divefted  of 
his  office,  and  to  eleft  another  Prefident  in  his  room ;  without  taking 
upon  ourfelves  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  meafure,  which  we  are 
clear  is  no  part  of  our  province,  we  determined,  as  zealous  and  faithful 
fervants  of  the  Company,  to  acknowledge  and  obey  the  orders  of  the 

i  prefeat 


(    405    ) 

prefent  Government ;  being  fatisfied  in  our  own  minds,  that,  by  fuch 
conduct  only  in  their  fervants,  the  Company's  affairs  can  be  preferved  in 
order,  until  the  Court  of  Direftors  fliall  have  fignified  their  pleafure 
upon  the  late  proceedings. 

CHAS.  OAKELEY. 
R.  J.    SULIVAN. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  do  immediately  fummon  the  civil  and 
military  fervants  of  the  Company,  and  the  othef  inhabitants  of  this  Set- 
tlement, to  attend  at  the  Fort-Houfe  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  general  orders  be  immediately  iflued  by 
this  Board  to  all  the  fubordinate  fettlements  and  out-garrifons  under 
this  Prefidency. 

G.  O.  Fort  St.  George^  i$th  Augufi>  1776* 

By  George  Stratton,  Efquire,  Prefident,  Henry  Brooke,  Sir  Robert  Flet- 
cher, Charles  Floyer,  Archdale  Palmer,  Francis  Jourdan,  George 
Mackay,  Efquires,  of  Council  at  Fort  St,  George. 

The  illegal,  violent,  and  unconftitutional  conduit  of  LordPigot,  late 
Prefident  of  the  Council,  aided  and  affifted  by  Meffieurs  Ruflell,  Dal- 
rymple,  and  Stone,  in  breaking  through  the  pofitive  orders  of  the  Com- 
pany, have  compelled  us,  for  the  future  welfare  and  prefervation  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Company,  to  order  Lord  Pigot  into  arreft,  and  to  fufpend 
from  the  Company's  fervice  the  other  three  Gentlemen  until  the  Com- 
pany's pleafure  fliall  beknown.  And  George  Stratton,  Efquire,  being  the 
next  fenior  fervant  to  Lord  Pigot,  is,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  Com- 
pany, appointed  Prefident,  and  is  to  be  obeyed  as  fuch.  And  all  the 
officers  and  foldiers  upon  this  eftablifliment,  are  hereby  commanded  to 
pay  due  obedience  to  our  orders  figned  by  ourfelves,  or  our  Secretary, 
we,  the  majority  of  the  Council,  being  the  only  legal  reprefentatives 

of  the  Company*. 
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Letters  being  prepared,  agreeable  to  the  Board's  refolution  of  lad  night, 
to  the  Chiefs  and  Councils  of  Mazulipatam,  Vizagapatam,  Ganjam,  and 
Cuddalore,  enclofing  copy  of  the  Proclamation  to  be  publifhed  at  each 
Settlement ;  the  fame  are  now  figned,  and  ordered  to  be  fent  immedi- 
ately, 

To  Charles  Smith,  Efquire,  Chief  and  Council  of  Ganjam. 

GENTLEMEN, 

• 

THE  violent  and  illegal  proceedings  of  Lord  Pigot,  and  Meflrs. 
Ruffell,  Dalrymple,  and  Stone,  having  obliged  us  to  arreft  the  perfon 
of  Lord  Pigot,  and  fufpend  the  other  three  gentlemen,  we  have 
named  George  Stratton,  Efquire,  next  fenior  fervant  of  the  Company, 
iident  of  the  Council.  You  are  therefore  hereby  ordered  to  pay 
due  obedience  to  us,  the  majority  of  the  Council,  being  the  only  le- 
gal reprefentatives  of  the  Company. 

We  are,  Gentlemen, 

Tour  affectionate  friends, 

STRATTON  and  Council. 

P.  S.  Enclofed  is  a  copy  of  a  Proclamation  to  be  published  at  your 
Settlement. 

The  fame  was  wrote  to  the  other  fubordinates. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  forthwith  tranfmit  to  all  officers, 
commanding  garrifons  and  detachments  on  this  coaft,  copies  of  the 
proclamation,  to  be  by  them  publifhed  to  all  under  their  relpe&ive 
commands. 

* 

Refolved,  That  the  following  letter  be  written  and  difpatched  ex- 
prefs  to_Major  Home,  commanding  the  artillery  at  the  Mount. 


r 

m 

f 
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Si?  Major  Home,  commanding  at  the  Mount. 


S  I  R, 


Mr.  Claud  Rufiell  having,  laft  night  made  attempts  to  get  the  main 
guard  under  arms,,  and  as  he  and  his  aflbciates  may  endeavour  to  fend 
letters  to  the  out  garrifons,  we  requeft  you  would  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent their  conveying  papers  to  Lord  Bigot's  hand  to  be  figned  by  him, 
or  their  holding  correfpondence  with  him,  whilft  he  is  under  your 
charge,  unlefs  in  your  own  prefence.  As  your  laft  refource,.  in  any  at- 
tempt to  refcue  Lord  Pigor,  his  life  mull  anfwer  for  it;  and  this  you 
are  to  fignify  to  him. 

Fort  St.  George,  STRATTON  and  Council. 

25th  Aug.  177G. 

P.  S.  The  Nabob  has  been  applied  to  for  a  party  of  horfe  to  be  put 
onder  your  command,  and  they  are  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  quick 
intelligence  to  us,  and  fo*  fuch  other  purpofes  as  you  fhall  think  necef- 
fary.  We  truft  to  your  making  fuch  a  difpofition  of  the  force  under 
your  command,  as.to  prevent  the  poffibility  ot  a  furprife,  or  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  any  attempt  that  may  be  made  by  Lord  Pigot  and  his  aflbciates; 

STRATTON  and  Council; 

Refolved  alfo,  That  the  following  letter  be  wrote  to  Lieutenant- Colo- 
nel Harper,  commanding^  at  Tanjore. 

SI  R; 

WE  fend  you  herewith  a  proclamation,  which  you  will  read  at  the 
head  of  the  troops.  We  truft  you  will  make  fuch  a  difpofition  of  the 
troops,  as  to  prevent  infult  from  any  quarter,  and  tofecure  the- fort  and 
garrifon  of  Tanjore,  by  ordering  the  battalions  now  in  the  country  to 
draw  nearer  to  the  garrifon  whenever  you  judge  it  necefiary,  and  to 

5  L  give 
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give  the  earlieft  intimation  of  every  circumftance  deferving  our  notice. 
You  will  correfpond  with  Colonel  James,  commanding  at  Trichino- 
poly,  for  the  mutual  fecurity  of  both  places.  This  we  give  only  as  a 
general  caution,  not  that  we  have  any  reafon  to  apprehend  any  difturban- 
ccs,  every  thing  being  thoroughly  fettled  and  in  perfeft  tranquility 
here ;  and  you  may  affure  the  Rajah  of  our  protection  and  firmeft 
iupport. 

We  are,  &c. 

Fort  St.  George,  STRATTON  and  Council* 

•25th  Auguft,  1776. 

The  Board  now  proceed  to  take  into  confideration  the  con  dud:  of  Mr. 
Richard  Lathom,  Chief  of  Cuddalore,  who  they  understand  was  fummon- 
ed,  for  the  firft  time  fince  his  arrival  at  the  Prefidency,  about  twelve 
days  ago,  by  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  on  the  evening  of  the 
2. 2d  ultimo,  to  attend  the  Council  the  next  morning,  after  the  illegal  at- 
tempt to  fufpend  Mr.  Stratton  and  Mr.  Brooke ;  and  finding,  on  enquiry, 
that  none  of  the  proceedings  of  Lord  Pigot,  Meffrs.  Ruflell,  Dalrymple, 
Stone,  and  Lathom,  are  in  znyjof  the  public  offices,  or  in  charge  of  either 
of  the  Secretaries  or  their  affiftants,  the  Board  deem  it  neceffary  to  put 
the  following  queftions  to  Mr.  R.  J.  Sulivan,  the  military  Secretary, 
who  attended  Lord  Pigot  and  the  other  four  gentlemen  at  their  meeting 
on  the  23d  ultimo. 

■ 

Mr.  Secretary  Sulivan.  Did  you  attend  at  the  meeting  of  Lord  Pigot, 
Meffrs.  Ruflell,  Dalrymple,  Stone,  ancl  Lathom,  held  on  the  23d  ultimo,  ? 
Anfwer.     I  did,  by  their  order. 

Queftion.  Was  Mr;  Lftthom  prefent  at  the  delivery  and  perufal  of  the 
letter  of  proteft  figned  by  Mr.  Stratton  and  the  fix  other  members, 
compofing  the  majority  of  the  Council,  and  addreffed  to  Lord  Pigot, 

Meffrs. 


/ 
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Meffrs.  Ruffell,  Dalrympk,  and  Stone,  dated  and  delivered  to  thofe 
gentlemen  on  the  23d  ultimo.  ?  ' 

Anfwer.  Mr.  Lathom  was  prefcnt,  and  fitting  as  a  member  at  that 
meeting. 

Queftion.  Did  Lord  Pigot,  Mcffrs.  Ruffell,  Dalrymple,  Stone,  and 
Lathom,  come  to  any  refolution  upon  the  faid  letter  of  proteft  on 
the  day  it  was  delivered? 

Anfwer.  The  proteft  was  delivered  to  Lord  Pigot  on  the  morning  of 
the  23d  ultimo,  when  it  was  read  and  entered  without  any  remark ;  it 
was  not  till  the  evening  that  Lord  Pigot  and  the  other  gentlemen  came 
to  a  refolution  thereon. 

Queftion.  What  refolution  did  Lord  Pigot,  Meffrs.-  Ruffell,  Dal* 
Tymple,  Stone,  and  Lathom,  come  to  on  the  evening  23d  ultimo  upon 
the  faid  letter  of  proteft  ?  * 

Anfwer.  They  came  to  the  refolution  of  fufpcndfog  from  the  Com- 
pany's fervice  Meffrs.  Floyer,  Palmer,  Jourdan,  and  Mackay,  until  the 
pleafure  of  the  Court  of  Dire&ors  fhould  be  known;  and  of  putting  Bri- 
gadier-General Sir  Robert  Fletcher  under  arreft,  for  being  concerned  in 
-circulating  letters,  tending  to  excite  and  caufe  mutiny  and  fedition 
among  the  troops  in  this  garrifon ;  and  to  appoint  Colonel  James  Stuart 
to  the  chief  command  of  the  forces  under  this  prefidency. 

Queftion.     What  further  orders  did  they  iffue  ? 

Anfwer.  They  ordered  me  to  write  letters  of  fufpenfion  to  the  four 
gentlemen  before-named ;  they  ordered  Captain  Wood,  the  town  Ma- 
jor, to  ferve  the  letter  of  arreft  upon  Brigadier-General  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher  ;  Lieutenant  Prendergaft  to  wait  upon  Colonel  Stuart,  with  the 
general  orders  appointing  him  to  the  chief  command  of  the  forces  -, 
and  they  further  ordered  Mr/  Secretary  Oakely  and  me  to  ftop  the  dif- 

patch  of  the  Tappals. 

Queftion^ 
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Queftion.  Do  you  recolleft  what  paflcd  between  Lord  Pigot,  or  any  of 
his  aflbciates,  and  Mr.  Bromley,  the  Notary  Public,  upon  or  after  the 
delivery  cf  *he  faid  proteft  ? 

Anfwer.  On  the  morning  of  the  23d,  Mr.  Bromley,  Notary  Public, 
came  into  the  confiscation  room,  where  Mr.  RufTcl),  Mr.  Dalrymplc, 
Mr.  Stone,  and  Mr.  Lathom,  to  the  bed  of  his  rccolleftion,  were  fitting, 
and  not  finding  Lord  Pigot  there,  he  went  into  a  private  apartment 
where  he  was  informed  his  Lordfhip  was ;  and  there,  I  fhould  imagine, 
he  delivered  to  his  Lordfhip  the  letter  of  proteftv  In  the  afternoon  Mr. 
Bromley  was  fent  for  by  Lord  Pigot  and  the  abovenamed  gentlemen, 
and  having  attended  in  confequence,  his  Lordfhip  took  him  into  a  pri- 
vate apartment,  when  he  had  fome  converfation  with  him.  Sometime 
afterwards  I  heard  a  noife  on  the  outfide  of  the  confultation  room  door, 
and  Lord  Pigot  threatened  to  fend  for  the  Sheriff  and/ put  fome  perfon 
or  other  into  confinement,  but  for  what  I  could  not-  ufiderftand, .  the 
door  of  the  rofim  being,  I  believe,  (hut  at  the  time,  His  Lordfhip  af- 
terwards came  into  the  confutation  room,  and  Mr.  Bromley  being  or- 
dered in  likewife,  he  was  aiked  who  had  given  him  orders  to  circulate 
the  letter  of  proteft,  and  what  thofe  orders  were  ?  This  Mr.  Bromley 
declined  anfwering,.  faying,  as  Notary  Public,  he  was  bound  by  oath  to 
k$cp  the  fecret  of  his  client  •,  thar,,  from  the  nature  of  his  office,  he 
was  obliged  to  a£k  in  the  manner  he  had  adted  with  refpeft  to  the  letter 
of  proteft ;  that  he  was  totally  unacquainted  with  the  merits  of  the 
caufe,  and  therefore,  having  afted  no  otherwife  than  in  his  notorial  ca- 
pacity, he  humbly  apprehended  he  was  not  liable  to  any  kind  of  punifh- 
ment.  The  criminality  of  circulating  letters,  however,  of  the  above 
nature,  to  officers  in  garrifon,  and  thereby  exciting  a  mutiny  among  the 
troops,  was  warmly  urged  to  him,  as  well  as  the  difference  between  what 
appeared  to  the  Board  the  real  duty  of  a  Notary  Public,  ind  the  line  of 
condudt  he  had  taken.  In  fhort,  after  much  talk  on  the*  fubjedt,  the 
Board  took  Mr.  Bromley's  word,  of  honour  that  he  would  be  forthcom- 
ing whenever  they  Ihould  think  proper  to  fend  for  him,  he  haying 
ftrft  acquainted  them,  that  he  received  the  letter  of  proteft  at  Sir  Ro- 
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bert  Fletcher's  houfe  from  the  gentlemen  whofc  names  were  figned  to 
it.  This,  to  the  bed  of  my  remembrance,  is  what  paiTed  be- 
tween Lord  Pigot,  Meflrs,  Ruflcll,  Dalrymple,  Stone,  and  Lathom,  up- 
on and  after  the  delivery  of  the  proteft.  The  fcene  of  hurry  and  con- 
fufion  that  matters  were  then  involved  in,  as  well  as  what  has  fince  hap- 
pened, may  very  probably  have  driven  fome  trifling  circumflances  from 
my  memory  ;  thofe  any  way  material  I  think  I  have  recolle&ed. 

Queftion.     Were  Lord  Pigot  and  the  above  four  -gentlemen  unani- 
mous in  the  above  refolutions  ? 
Anfwcr..    They  were  unanimous. 

The  Board  are  unanimQufly  q£  opinion,  that  Mr.  Richard  Lathom 
laving  concurred  in  opinion  with  Lord  Pigot,  Meflrs.  Rufiell,  Dalrymple, 
and  Stone,  for  thft  illegal  attempt  to  fufpend  MefiVs.  Floyer,  Jourdan* 
Palmer,  and  Mackay,  and  Iitxhe  nfclurion  for  putting  Brigadier-General 
Sir  Robert  Fletcher  utodec.arreft,  and  thereby  admitting  the  legality  of 
the  fuppefrd  fufpenfion  of  MtJTrs.  Stratton  and  Brodlte  on  the  %%&  ul- 
timo, as  f*etf  fls'his  concurriap  in  the  other  meafures  above  recited  in  the 
examination  of  Mr.  Sulivan,  is  jleferving  of  cenfure  from  this  Board, 
and  6f  HnmedJate  fufpenfion  from  the  fervid. 

It  is  therefore  unanimoufly  rcfolved,  that  Mr.  Richard  Lathom  be 
hereby  fufpended  the  fervice  irfltl  he  Company's  pleafure  fhaH  be 
kflfewn ;  Md  that  the  following  letter  be  fent  to  him,  r  ^ 

To  Richard  Laibom,  Efq. 

A 5  we  find  that  you  have  pined  Lord  Pigot,  the  late  Piefidcnt,  in 

the  illegal  meafures  whid»have  been  adopced  for  the  depriving  the  ma» 

jWfty  of  the  Board  of  the  government,  we  think  p«>per  to  fufpend  you 

•from  the  Company's  fervice,  and  you  are  accordingly  hereby  fufpended 

until  the  Company's  pleafure  ftlallt>e  known.     * 

«.  We  are,  Sir, 

Fori  St.  George,  Your  molt  obedient  fervanw, 

55th  Auguft,  1776.  STRATTON  and  Councfl. 
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Refolved,  That  the  Prefident  be  defired  to  wrtfe  the  following  letters 
his  Highnefs  the  Nabob,  and  to  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore. 

To  bis  Highnefs  Navsub  Wavlaujau%  Umeer-uUHindr  Omdutrql  Mulk, 
Aufuph  ud  Dowlab,  Unwar  ud-dien  Cawn  Mebauder,  Zupher  Jung9 
Sepoy  Salaur>  Subadar  of  the  Carnatk  Paj/en  Cham. 

May  it  plcafc  your  Highnefs,. 

THE  unconftitutional,  violent,  and  illegal  condu&  of  the  late  Pre- 
fident Lord  Pigot*  aided  and  abetted  by  Meffrs.  Ruflcll,  Dalrymplr*. 
Stone,  and  Lathom,  have  reduced  the  majority  of  the  Council  for  the 
prefervation  and  welfare  of  the  Company's  affairs,  to  put  the  faid  Pre- 
fident into  arreft,  and  to  fufpend  the  other  four  Genttenen  the  fervice„ 
and  by  this  meafure  the  Governtutftt  hsi  devolved  upon  me.  The 
Council  join  with  me  in  affuring  your  High&fs  of  our  firm  refolutiom 
to  fliew  your  Highnefs  every  mark  of  attention,  refpe&v  and  iiipporu 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  .  . 

May  it  pleafe  y^prHighneft, 
^Your  Highnefs**  moft  fincere,  moft  obedient,, 
Fort  St.  George,.  Jiiiftnoft  bumble  fervant, 

a6th-A»guft^  1776.  '  GEO-  STRiPrTO^ 


To  tUi  Rtjab  of  Tanjom 
S  I  R, 


THE  unconftimtional,  violent^  and  illegal  cortdud  of  the  latePfc- 
Aden*  Lord  Bigot,  aided  and  abetted  by  Meffrs..  Rufiell,  Dalrymple,\ 
Stone,  and  Larhomy  have  reduced  the  majority  of  the  Council,*  for  the* 
prefervation  and  welfare  of  the  Company's  affairs,  to  put  the  fatf  Prefi- 
dent into  arreft,.  and  fufpend  the  other  four  Gentlemen-  the  Company's* 
feruice*  and  by  this  meafyre  the  Government,  has  devolved  upon  ma 

Ttfie: 


i . 
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t 

The  Council  join  with  Sit  in  affuring  you  of  our  firm  refolution  to  fltew 
jou  every  mark  of  attention  and  fupport.  ; 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Fort  St.  Georger  lour  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

tgth  Auguft,  1776  G  E  CX   S  T  R  A  T  T  O NL 

Wrote  the  following  letter  to  the  Officer  commanding  Captairo 
Kelly's  battalion  at  Conje veram. 

■ 

To  the  Officer  commanding  Captain  Kellfs  battalion  at  Conjcveram. 
SIR,* 

W  £  the  frcfident  and  Council  command  you  to  obey  no.  orders 
that  you  may  receive  but  fuch  as  are  figned  by  us.         -  -  ^ 

It  is  neceflary  to  inform  you,  that  on  account  of  the  illegal  and'  un~ 
tonftitutional  conduft  of  Lord  Pigor,  Meffrv  Ruffell,  Dalrymple,  *nd 
Stone,  the  former  U  in  arrefly  and  the  three  latter,  are  fufgpded  from* 
the  fervice  until  the  Company's  plea&iet  (hall  be  known*. 

m 

!%»  We  arc,  Sir, 

f  brt  St.  Georger  Your  moft  obedient  fcirantj.. 

a**  Aoguft,  1776.      §     • 

You  will*  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this*  fes  foon  as  pofliMe~ 

Wsetc't  letter,,  to  the  fame  purport  as  the  foregping,  to  Captaio  M*e^ 
IcpcI  at  Chinglcput. 

Received  .the  following,  letter  from  M&orHorne,jn  reply  to  our  letter 
•£  this  daj's  date**  m 

Tb> 


/ 
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•  a 

To  George  Stratton,  Efq.  t$e.  Gentlemen  of  Council. 

I  am  this  moment  favoured  with  your  orders  of  this  day's  date,  and 
have  alfo  to  acknowledge  a  letter  I  received  about  twelve  o'clock  laft 
night,  and  (hall  obferve  the  inftru&ions.  Mr*  Ruffell,  Mr.  Dalrymple, 
and  Mr.  Lathom,  have  been  here,  and  have  been  informed  of  the  purport 
of  your  orders,  and  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  to  all  of  whom  I  have  fhewn 
fiich  attention  as  was  due  to  Gentlemen.  As  they  have  not,  in  any  re- 
fpeft,  had  any  further  intercourfe  with  his  Lordlhip  than  a  complimen- 
tary vifit,  I  am  in  no  apprehenfionof  any  force  on  this  coaft  being  able, 
if  inclined,  to  refcue  his  Lordlhip  ;  and  he  expreiTes  a  particular  fatisfac- 
tion  at  being  under  my  charge,  as  he  is  to  be  under  no  reftraint  at  all ; 
and  as  far  as  I  can,  with  regard  to  my  inftru&ions  being  firft  complied 
with,  fhall  pay  his  Lordlhip  every  attention  and  mark  of  refpe<5t  in  my 
power. 


•• 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 
Mount,  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervanr, 

25th Auguft,  1776.  "  MA*TvHORNE. 


The  Baard  being  defirous  to  fliew  every  pofllble  attention  to  Sir 
Edward  Hughes,  as  Commander  of  his  Majefty's  fhips  in  India,  the 
Prefident  was  defired  to  requefthis  pretence  at  his  Board,  with  which 
requeft  Sir  Edward  Hughes  immediately  compiled  •  Ind  being Te^W, 
the  Prefident  explained  to-fiim  the  proceedings  of  the  CotJhcil,  mVe- 
fuming  the  executive  powers  of  this  Government,  which  had  been 
ufurped  by  Lord  Pigot  and  his  aflbciates;  and  informed  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  that  for  his  further  fatisfa&ion  he  fhould  have  the  perufal  or  copy 
of  the  whole,  or  fuch  part  of  the  Board's  proceedings,  as  he  may  think 
neceffa-y  for  his  information  of  the  motives  which  have  reduced  the 
Board  to  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  adopting  thefe  meafures,  for  the  gjener 

1*1  fafety  of  the  Company's  poffeflions  on  this  Coaft.     The   Prafcdent 

added, 


\ 
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added,  in'thc  name  of  the  Board,  that  he  hoped  for  a  continuance  of 
affiftancefrom  him  as  Commander  of  his  Majefty's  fhips,  whenever  this 
Government  (hould  deem  it  neceffary  to  apply  to  him  for  it.     Where- 
upon  Sir  Edward  Hughes  requefteci  to  have  copies  of  the  Proclama- 
tion amd  Com  million  of  Government,  and  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  forthwith  prepare  copies  of  the  above 
papers  to  be  fenuto  Sir  Edward  Hughes. 

Received,  at  eight  o'clock  this  evening  the  following  letter  from 
Major  Home : 

<to  George  Stratton%  Efq.  t$c.  Gentlemen  of  Council. 

MY  Lord  Pigot  has  juft  now  figmfied  his  defire  to  fup  this  even* 
ing,  and  remain  at  the  large  houfe  at  the  Mount,  in  company  with  his 
family,  and  that  an  officer  with  a  guard  may  attend  him  *  the  offictr 
to  be  conftantly  with  him  ;  I  muft  requeft  you  will  favour  me  with  or- 
ders whether  I  may  allow  his  requefl.. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fcrvant, 
Mount, 

*5thAuguft,  1776.  MATW.  HORNE. 

To  which  letter  the  following  reply  was  immediately  made*: 
••  • 

To  Majof  Matthew  Hornt,  Commanding  at  the  Mount. 

SIR, 

We  have  this  inftant  received  your  letter  of  this  date,  and  in  reply 
are  to  acquaint  you.  that  Lord  Pigot's  requeft  to  you,  to  be  removed 
from  his  prefent  place  of  f efidence,  cannot  be  complied  with. 

We  are,  Sir, 

,.  Your  mod  obedient  fervan«> 

Fort  St.  George, 

25th  Auguft,  tjjti.  STR  ATTON  and  Council. 

5  N  The 
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The  Prefident  informs  the  Board,  that  he  this  morning  took  charge 
of  the  balance  in  the  cafh  cheft,  which  is  as  follows : 

Pagodas         —  — 

Fanams        —  — • 

The  Prefident  and  Mr.  Brooke,  being  Members  of  the  Committee  of 
Treafury,  refolved,  that  Mr  Floycr,  as  the  third  fenior  Member  of  the 
Prefidency,  be  alfo  a  Member  thereof  during  his  continuance  at  the 
Prcfidency. 

An  account  balances  of  the  Treafury  is  now  delivered  in  by  the  Sub 
-Treafurer,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Prefident  acquaints  the  Board,  that  he  underftands,  from  a  me- 
morandum in  the  hands  of  the  Shroff,  that  the  late  Prefident,  Lord  Pigor, 
has  in  his  poffeffion  bills  upon  the  Soucars  for  the  following  fums : 

A  Bill  upon  Mr.  Edward  Monckton  for  30,000  Pagodas,  due  the 
8  th  of  April  laft,  being  in  part  of  a  Kift  for  the  Jagueer. 

A  Bill  upon  Jafing,  for  Pagodas  1,43,936,  due  30th  July  laft,  of 
which  there  is  ftill  due,  Pagodas  1,25,267. 

A  Bill  upon  Dunaroy  and  Jafing,  for  the  Poonamallee  Kift,  Pago- 
das 18,350,  due  20th  Auguft,  of  which  there  is  ftill  due  Pagodas  4350. 

A  Bill  upon  Jafing,  for  the  Jagueer,  Pagodas  124,000,  due  the 
of  which  there  is  ftill  due  Pagodas  1,05,000. 

Colonel  Stuart  having  requefted  to  attend  the  Board,  in  order  to  lay 
fome  information  before  them,  relative  to  his  own  fituation  fince  he 
was  appointed  to  the  chief  command  of  the  forces  by  Lord  Pigot, 
Mefirs.  Ruflell,  Dalrymple,  Stone,  and  Lathom ;  the  Colonel  is  called 
in,  and  lays  before  the  Board  copy  of  his  letter  to  Lord  Pigot  dated 
yefterday,  and  requefts  permiffion  to  mention  to  the  Board  what  pafied 
oft  the  occafion.  1  T$ 


My  LORD, 
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To  Lord  Pigot. 

Fort  St.  George,  24th  Auguft,  1776; 
Seven  o'clock  in  the  morning. 


AS  I  am  very  imperfeAly  informed  of  the  fteps  which  have  led  to 
the  honour  conferred  on  me  yefterday,  and  not  thinking  myfelf  entitled 
to  a  feat  in  Council,  as  matters  are  at  prefent  circumftanced,  I  hope  it 
will  be  agreeable  to  your  Lordfhip,  to  allow  me  this  day  to  perufe 
the  confutations,  or  other  papers  paflcd  in  Council,  on  occafion  of 
thefe  unhappy  differences.  I  doubt  not  but  your  Lordfhip  will  find 
this  requeft  reafonable,  becaufe  the  practice  of  this  fervice  gives  fuch 
information  to  the  perfon  commanding  the  forces  from  his  feat  in 
Council.  I  do  not  defire  to  put  your  Lordfhip  to  the  trouble  of  order* 
ing  copies  for  my  ule,  the  Secretary  need  only  point  out  to  me  what  is 
proper  for  my  information ;  tor  I  wifh  to  aft  from  information,  fo  as  to  do 
my  duty  to  my  Honourable  Employers,  according  to  my  oath  of  fideli- 
ty, for  the  public  fervice,  and  with  honour  to  myfelf.  I  truft  therefore 
your  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  agree  to  this  requeft  before  I  am  cal- 
led upon  to  execute  any  public  aft  of  authority. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lord, 

Tour  Lordfhip's  moft  obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 

JAMES  STUART. 

I  delivered  this  paper  to  his  Lordfhip  at  the  Garden-houfe  imme- 
diately after  breakfaft.  His  Lordfhip  read  it  attentively,  and  objefted 
to  the  lad  part  of  it,  as  it  had  the  appearance  of  a  bargain  before  I  was 
to  do  my  duty ;  he  gave  me  no  fatisfaftory  anfwer  as  to  the  communi- 
cation requefted,  though  I  waited  at  home  from,  nine  o'clock  to  one, 
in  expectation  to  be  called  for  that  purpofc.    When  I  went  to  dine  at 

the 
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the  admiralty  with  Lord  Pigot,  I  again  renewed  the  converfation,  and 
urged  the  rearonablenefs  of  my  requeft ;  I  obferved,  that  to  treat  me 
otherwife,  it  was  improper,  from  my  rank  and  ftation,  as  it  was  forcing 
me  to  execute  orders  blindfolded  ;  however  that  it  was  in  his  Lordfhip's 
power  to  refufe  it,  and  that  I  knew  my  duty,  and  would  do  it.  1  was 
fummoned  to  attend  Council  that  evening  at  fix  o'clock,  when,  in  the 
council  room,  much  converfation  palled  on  various  matters,  and  I 
again  urged  to  his  Lordfhip,  in  prefence  of  Meffrs.  Ruflell,  Dairy  tri- 
ple, Stone  and  Lathom,  the  propriety  of  giving  me  communication 
of  what  had  pafied,  but  to  no  effcft.  In  particular  I  recoiled,  that 
great  pains  were  taken  to  obtain  a  public  acknowledgement  of  the 
authority  of  that  part  of  the  Council  then  aflembled,  by  my  ordering 
officially  the  Adjutant-General  to  publifh  to  the  army  the  orders  of  the 
23d,  whereby  I  was  appointed  Commander  in  Chief,  and  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher  was  put  under  arreft. 

Refolved,  That  Colonel  Stuart,  as  afting  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
forces  during  the  prefent  indifpofition  of  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  and  alfo 
as  Commandant  of  this  garrifon,  do  con ftan tly  attend  this  Board,  that 
he  may  be  ready  to  give  his  advice  and  affiftance  in  matters  regarding 
his  flat  ion. 

The  Prefident  acquaints  the  Board,  that  for  the  more  expeditious 
conveying  of  letters  and  intelligence  between  this  and  the  Mount,  he 
had  applied  to  the  Nabob  for  a  few  of  his  horfemen,  and  that  his 
Highnefs  had  in  confequence  fent  twelve  for  that  purpofe ;  fix  of  which 
the  Prefident  had  ordered  to  remain  here,  and  the  fame  number  at 
the  Mount,  of  which  major  Home  is  to  be  informed. 

The  Board  adjourn  till  to-morrow  eight  o'clock. 


AT 
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m     AT    A   CONSULTATION,    26th  Auguft,  1776. 

;P     RESENT,  Monday, 

26th  Auguft, 

Xjeorge  Stratton,  Efq.  Prefident.  lVb* 

Henry  JJrooke  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

Charles  Floyer  Archdale  Palmer 

Francis  Jourdan  'George  Mackay 

^Read  and  approved  the  proceedings  of  the  25th. 

Read  the  following  letter  from  Major  Home  to  Mr.  Secretary  Suit- 

« 

*van  of  this  day's  date. 

.7*0  Richard  J.  Sulivan,  Efq.  Military  Secretary. 

SIR, 

1  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  yeftewlay,  and  have,  in  confequence 
of  the  direftion  it  contains,  caufed  the  proclamation  that  accompanied 
it  to  be  read  at  the  head  of  the  troops  belonging  to  this  Cantonment. 
At  the  fame -time  t  received  your  letter,  I  received  one  from  the  Board 
fefpedking  Lord  Pigot's  remaining  where  he  now  is. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  mofl  humble  fervant, 
Mount, 

26th  Auguft,  1776,  MA TW.  HORN E. 

Read  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Charles  Mordaunt,  of  this  day's 
date,  addreffed  to  George  Stratton,  Efq.  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  Henry 
Brooke,  Charles  Floyer,  Archdale  Palmer,  Francis  Jourdan,  and 
George  Mackay,  -Efqrs, 

5  O  .  Sfc 
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» 

*?o  George  Stratton,    EJquire,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  Henry  Brooke,  Charles 
Fkver,  Arcbdqle  fainter,  Francis  Jourdan,  George  Mackay,  Efquireu 

GENTLEMEN, 

AS  I  feci  myfelf  in  duty  bound  to  acknowledge  the  Right  Honourable  1 

LordPigot,  and  him  only,  as  Governor  and  Prefident  of  Fort  St.  George, 
1  am  compelled,  by  my  allegiance  to  the  Company,  and  by  the  honour 
-ef  a  Gentleman,  to  declare  my  opinion,  that  unlefs  his  commiffion 
were  cancelled  by  the  authority  from  which  it  was  derived,  obedience 
to  your  orders  were  a  diredfc  violation  of  the  principles-  Iprofefs*. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

1 

! 

Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant*. 
Fort  St.  George, 

a6th  Auguft,  17  76.  CHARLES  MORDAUNTV 

The  Board  hefitatc  not  a  moment,  in  the  confideration  of  the  afore- 
going letter  from  Mr  Charles  Mordaunt,  to  declare  their  entire  dis- 
approbation at  liis  prefuming  to  arraign  and  fet  at  defiance  the  conduit 
of  this  Board* 


It  is  therefore  unanimoufly  refolved,  That  Mr.  Mordaunt 
be  fufpended  the  fervice;  and  the  Secretary  is  hereby  ordered 
to  fignify  to  him,  that  he  ftands  iufpended  accordingly,  until  the  plea- 
sure of  the  Honourable  Court  of  Bire&ors  ihall  be  known,;  and  that 
Mr.  Mordaunt  be  ordered  to  deliver  over  to  Mr.  James  Cair  his 
office  of  agent  for  Seapoy  Half  Mounting,  to  which  office  we  do  now 
appoint  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  notify  to  Mr,  James  Call  bis  ap- 
pointment to  that  office,  and  that  he  be  direded  to  receive  charge 
thereof  immediately. 

The 


^ 
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The-  Prefident  informs  the  Board,  that  he  received  a  vifit  this 
morning  from  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  accompanied  by  Captain  Walters, 
of  his  Majefty's  lhip  the  Salifbury  ::  That  Sir  Edward  repeated  his  re- 
quell  to  be  furnilhed  with  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  read  to  him 
yefterday  at  the  Board,  and  obferved  to  the  Prefident,  that  if  the  fort 
would  falute  his  Majefty's  flag,  he  would  return  it  with  an  equal 
number  of  guns  ia  honour  of  this  Government*. 

Orders  were  therefore- given  immediately  for  a  falute  of  fifteen  gunsr 
which  was  returned  with  an  equal  number  by  Sir  Edward  Htighes< 
from  his  Majefty^  lhip  t^e  Salifbury.. 

The  Board,  om  reading  over  the  proceedings  of  Council^  22d  in-- 
&&nt,  obferve,  that  feveral  material  circumftances  have  been  omitted,, 
-and  others  inferted,  which  require  explanation  ;  but  as  it  is  their  incli- 
nation and  defire^  that  every  matter,  fltould  Be  ftated  clearly  and  truly 
arit  hath  paffed,.  and  not  otherwife,.they  here  find  it  neceffary,  for  the 
information  of  the  Honourable  Court  of  Diredtors*  to  make  fome  obfer- 
nations* upon  that  aa  well  as  upon  the  fubfequent  day's  confutation. 

4 

Obfervation  i.  Lord-  Flgot's  charge  ag&inft'  Meffieur*  Stratton  ani 
Brooke  on  the  2 2d  inftant,  was1  fottnde&on  an  ad:  that  the  whole  majo- 
rity of  the  Board  had  refolved  upon;,  confequefttly  thofe  gentlemen  who< 
compofed  the  majority,  and  had  not  iigned  the  order  to  the  Secretary,., 
though  they  declared  repeatedly  they  were  determined  fo  to  do,,  were 
equally  liable  to  this  pretended  fufpenfion  with  the  others.. 

Obfervation  2.  Although  the  majority  bad  not  an  opportunity  of  figning^ 
the  order  to  the  Secretary,  being  prevented  by  the  very  extraordinary 
behaviour  of  Lord  Pigor,.  in  fnatching  it  from  Mr.  Brooke,  yet  theyy 
unanimously  concurred,  when  the  draught  was  written,,  ia  the  neceffity* 
of  giving  itr  and'of  their  intention  tofign.it  whea.it  wa*  copied  fair*- 

4j*bfrrr. , 


:  Obfervation  3.  Lord  Pigot  moved  for  the  fufpenfion  of  Meflieurs  Strat- 
ton and  Brooke  immediately  after  producing  the  charge  againft  them, 
^excluded  their  votes,  but  voted  himfelf,  though  the  accufer,  and  carried 
it  by  his  cafting  voice.  This  was  evidently  contrary  to  the  rules  and 
principles  of  the.conftitution  of  .the  fervice,  as  well  as.thofe  of  equity 
and  juftice. 

Obfervation  4.  Before  however  Lord  Pigot  had  made  his  motion' for 
the  fufpenfion  of  Meflleurs  Stratton  and. Brooke,  Mr.  Jeurdan  moved,  and 
was  feconded  by  Mr.  Mackay,  that  the  Council  fhould  be  adjourned  till 
the  next  morning  at  10  o'clock,  which  motion (hould  have  taken  place 
before  any  other,  andftiould  have  been  determined,  either  affirmatively 
or  negatively,  before  hh  Lordihip's  motion  could  be  put ;  his  Lordfhip 
would  not  hear  of  the  motion  .for  adjournment,  but  hurried  through 
his  own,  as  has  been. already  obferved,-  his  friends  having  been  pre- 
pared before  hand,  and  then,  of  his  own  authority,  adjourned  the  Coun- 
cil, although  a  majority  of  the  Board  defired  he  would  keep  the  chair* 

Obfervation  5.  A  minute  was  given  in  by  Mr.  Stratton,  on  the  motion 
•made  by  the  Prefident  for  fufpending  him  and  Mr.  Brooke ;  but  as  it 
contained  a  negative  on  the  motion,  Lord  Pigot  would  not  allow  >its 
being  entered  on  the.  proceedings  of  that  day ;  neither  would  he  permit 
to  be  recorded  a  proteft  given  in  at  the  time  by  thofe  gentlemen  againft 
the  illegality  of  his  condudt,  and  that  of  his  adherents,  who  voted  for 
.their  fufpenfion* 

Obfervation  6.  In  this  manner  having,  as  he  imagined,  got  rid  of  the 

votes  of  two  of  the  majority,  he,  on  the  22d,  ordered  the  Secretary  to 

fend  a  fpecial  fummons.  round  to  all  the  Council,  Meflieurs  Stratton  and 

Brooke  excepted,  defiring  their  attendance  the  next  morning:   That, 

»iiowevet,   which  was  moft  worthy   of  remark,  in  the  fummons  was 

jthe.name  of  Mr.  Lathom,  Chief  of  Cuddalore,  and  a  member,  it  is 

jsl  true, 
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true,  at  that  time,  of  government,  but  one  who  had  been  here  for  many 
Jays,  without  being  fummoned  to  attend  Council.  This  ihews  evident- 
ly that  Lord  Pigot  was  predetermined  in  his  plan,  and  had  fo  concert- 
ed it  with  his  affoctatcs,  as  to  bring  matters  to  that  crifis,  before  Mr.  La- 
thorn  made  his  appearance,  as  to  be  certain  of  a  majority  of  the  Board, 
even  if  the  friends  of  Meffieurs  Stratton  and  Brooke  ihould  have  attended 
.after  the  illegal  and  arbitrary  effort  to  deprive  thofe  gentlemen  of  their 
feats  in  Council* 

The  Board  having  attentively  deliberated  on  the  fubjeft  of  a  letter  to 
be  written  to  Commodore  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  on  the  pre  fen  t  fituation 
of  affairs  at  this  fettlement,  it  is  unanimoufly  refolved  to  addrefs  him  in 
manner  following;  and  as  he  may  obtain  feme  further  information 
from  a  perufal  of  the  Board's  proceedings  of  the  20th  and  zid  inftant, 
together  with  the  foregoing  explanatory  notes,  agreed  that  copies  of 
them  do  accompany  our  letter. 

*£o  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  Commodore  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  bis  Majeftys 

Jbips  in  the  Eaft- Indies. 

S  I  R, 

THE  violent  and  illegal  proceedings  of  Lord  Pigot,  and  Meffieurs 
HuffeH,  Dalrymple,  Stone,  and  Lathom,  having  obliged  us  to  arreft  the 
perfon  of  Lord  Pigot,  and  to  fufpend  the  other  four  gentlemen  from 
the  Company's  fcrvice,  until  the  pleafure  of  the  Court  of  Dire<5tors 
fhall  be  known;  we  have  named  George  Stratton,  Efquiref  next  fenior 
fervant  of  the  Company,  Prefident  of  the  Council. 

We  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you  copy  of  a  proclamation,  which 
we  have  thought  it  our  indifpenfable  duty*  to  publifli,  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  good  order  and  government  in  the  affairs  of  t'ie  Company 
committed  to  our  charge,  as  their  only  legal  reprefentatives  on  this 
coafl;  and,  in  compliance  with  the  requeft  you  werepleafed  to  make,  we 

5  P  enclofe 
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enclofe  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  confutation  of  the  20th  and  2  2d  iir- 
ftanr,  with  explanatory  notes  for  your  information  ;  many  other  pro 
ceedings  of  the  Board  give  equal  proofs  of  the  unconftitutional  and  il- 
legal conduft  of  Lord  Pigot,  but  they  are  too  voluminous  for  us  to  pre- 
pare at  this  time. 

It  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that  his  views  were,  in  an  illegal  and  arbitrary 
manner,  to  fecure  a  majority,  without  which  he  knew  his  lchemes 
could  not  be  carried  into  execution.  We  found  ourfclves  under  the 
necefihy,  either  of  paffively  giving  up  our  own  rights  and  the  known 
conftitution  of  government,  and  of  becoming  acceflaries  in  all  the  evil 
confequences  that  might  enfue,  or,  by  feparating  in  the  manner  we  did, 
ftsw,  by  the  letter  we  fent  by  the  hands  of  the  Notary  Public,  that  as 
a  majority  of  the  Council  that  we  were  refolved,  in  this  extremity,  to 
maintain  the  conftitutional  rights  of  the  Company,  and  to  fignify  to  all 
the  Company's  fervants  and  dependants,  that  we  required  from  them 
fubmiffion  to  our  legal  orders. 


In  confequence  of  this  public  adb  on  our  part,  Lord  Pigot,  and  the 
other  gentlemen,  proceeded  immediately  to  the  violent  meafure  of  put* 
ting  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  arrcft,  and  fufpending  us  who  were  of 
the  Council.  At  this  time  we  had  in  full  view,  and  under  our  mod  fe- 
rious  confideration>  the  critical  fituation  that  public  affairs  might  be 
brought  into>  by  the  violent  and  arbitrary  proceeding?  of  fuch  a  Pre- 
fident  as  Lord  Pigot>  who,  from  his  coramiffion  and  local  refidence 
was  alfo  commander  of  the  fort  and  garrifon*  if  time  and  opportunity 
had  been  left  him  to  influence  the  military  in  the  fupport  of  his  illegal 
government.  We  alfo  confidered  the  very  great  probability  that  the 
remaining  part  of  the  army,  not  under  the  orders  of  Lord  Pigot,  per* 
cciving  the  injuftice  done  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  who  was  put  un* 
der  arreft  for  fupporting  the  civil  conftitution  of  the  Company,  and 
well  knowing  that  the  army  in  general^  and  every  impartial  perfon  in  the 

ftttlement, 
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jettlement,  were  fully  convinced,  that  a  refolution  of  the  majority  of 
Couffcil  was  to  them  the  only  legal  aft  of  government.  We  fay 
'  therefore,  that  deliberating  with  anxious  minds  upon  the  chance  of 
fuch  a  dreadful  crifis,  as  that  the  fort  and  garrifon  of  Fort  St. 
George,  with  an  arbitrary  and  paffionate  man  at*  their  head,,  might 
poffibly  be  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  Company's  pofleffions  on  this 
Coaft,  and  that  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  who  is  the  ally  of  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Company,  who  intrufts  himfelf, -his  fa- 
mily and  fortune,  to  the  protection  of  the  fort,  might,  by  our  paffive 
delay,  be  abandoned  to  the  perfonr  whom  he  thinks  his  bitttreft  enemy,, 
and  of  whofe  conduit  towards  this  prince  we  have  on  a  former  occafioa . 
given  you  a  particular  account ;  we  hefitated  not  a,  moment  to  refump  • 
the  government,,  in  which  we  are  warranted  not  only- by  the  legal  confu- 
tation of  the  Company,  but  the  fupreme  law  of  neceffity,  and  the  fafety  of 
the  State.  This  event,fo  interefting  to  the  welfare  of  the  Company,  has  been 
in  a  great  degree  brought  about  by  the  good  conduct  and  abilities  which 
Colonel  Stuart  has  (hewn  in  the  execution  of  our  orders.      We  have  alfo  » 

received  every  affiftance  and  fupport  from  the  Field  and  other  Officers; . 
and  we  are  extremely  happy  to  find  fuch  a  difpofition  in  the  military,  to 

reftore  and  maintain  the  conftitution  and  civil  government  of  the  Com- 
pany, 

We  beg  leave  to  affiire  you,  Sir,  that  we  fhall  be  happy  on  all  occar- 
fions  to  teftify  the  refpeft  and  efteem  we  entertain  for  your  ptibKc  and  * 
private  character* 

We  have  the  hbnour  to  be, . 

*IK, 

your  moft  obedient  • 

Fort  St.  George, .  and  molt  humble  >fervants* ■. 

26th  Auguft,  1776, .  STRATTON  and  Council. 

Agreed  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow  morning  at  eight  o'clock. 

AT- 


Aiguft^.  AT  A  CONSULTATION,     Auguft  27th  1776. 

PRESENT, 

yfot  Honourable  George  Stratton,  Efq.  Governor,  Prefidcnt. 

Henry  Brooke  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

Charles  Flayer        •    Archdale  Palmer 
Francis  Jourdan  George  Mackay 

Read  and  approved  the  Proceedings  of  yefterday, 

THE  Prefident  acquaints  the  Board,  that  he  this  morning  received, 
information  from  Colonel  Stuart,  that  he  had  reafon  to  apprehend  there 
was  fome  tampering  with  the  troops  at  the  Mount,  by  perfons   in  the 
intereft  of  Lord  Pigot  and  his  aflbciates, 

The  Board  taking  into  confideration  the  many  evils  which  may  arife 
from  the  violent  difpofition  manifefted  by  many  of  Lord  Pigot's 
aflbciates  fince  his  removal  to  the  Mount,  their  indefatigable  purfuits 
in  attempting  to  fow  difaffeftion  as  well  in  the  civil  as  in  the  military 
fervants  of  the  Company  within  this  Fort,  the  late  attempt  of  Mr. 
Claud  Ruffell  to  flir  up  fedition  amongft  the  troops  in  garrifon,  to- 
gether with  the  apprehenfion  exprefied  by  Colonel  Stuart,  are  circum- 
ftances  which  afford  'too  great  caufe  of  fufpicion,  that  Lord  Pigot  and 
others  will  perfift  in  the  meafure  of  feducing  the  troops  at  the  Mounf, 
and  that  his  Lordfhip's  prefent  refidence  there  may  furnifti  the  ready 
means  of  creating  disturbances. 

The  Fortrefs  of  Chingleput,  diftant  about  thirty-fix  miles  from 
Fort  St,  George,  appearing  in  every  refpedt  a  more  eligible*  place  for 
Lord  Pigot's  refidence  during  his  being  under  arreft,  as  well  in  point 
of  the  falubriety  of  that  place,  as  in  his  being  removed  at  ftich  a  diftance 
from  this  Fort,  as  to  render  any  attempts  that  may  be  made   bv  his 

4  Lordfhip 
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Lordlhip  and  friends,  for  difturbing  the  public  tranquillity,  much  more 
difficult  than  it  may  be  in  his  prefent  refidence. 

~The  Board  are  unaminioufly  of  opinion,  for  the  reafons  above-men- 
tioned, that  Lord  Pigot  ihould  as  foon  as  poffible  be  removed  to 
Chingleput;  and  in  order  that  his  Lordftiip  may  meet  with  every  pof- 
fible mark  of  refpedt  and  attention,  and  for  his  better  accommodation. 
during  his  refidence  there  it  is  agreed  that  a  Field  Officer  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  that  garriforu 

Refblved  in  confequence,  That  Major  William  Cooke  be  appointed 
to  the  command  of  Chingleput,  and  ordered  to  proceed  thither  im- 
mediately. 

In  confequence  of  the   foregoing  refolution  the  following   letters 
are  now  wrote: 

r 

To  Colonel  Stuart, 

SIR,. 

CONSIDERING  the  late  attempt  made  by  Mr.  Ruflell,  the  vio- 
lent dirfpofitioa  of  the  reft  of  Lord  Pigot's  afibciates,.  and  the  methods 
which  have  been  ufed  to  tamper  with  the  military,  we  hereby  em- 
power you  to  take  any  further  meafurcs  you  may  judge  neceflary  for 
the  fecurity  of  his  Lordftiip's  perfon :  we  are  extremely  defirous  to 
avoid  every  chance  either  of  public  difturbanoes  or  rifle  to  Lord 
Pigot's  life.  In  cafe  of  attempts  to  carry  him  off,  we  truft  you  will 
ufe  every  wife  precaution  to  guard  agaioft  fuch  miichiefs ;  and  we 
hereby  command  all  officers  civil  and  military  to  obey  your  orders 
touching  this  important  charge. 

We  are,  &c. 
Fort  St.  George* 

*7th  Augufl,  1776.  GEORGE  STRATTON,.  &c.  Council. 

50.  »' 


t  4**  ) 


To  Major  Cooke. 

s  r  r, 

HAVING  appointed  you  to  the  command  of  Chkiglcput,  you  are 
accordingly  to  repair  thither,  and  take  upon  you  the  comiqand  of  that 
Fort  as  foon  as  poffible. 

We  are.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant^ 
Fort  St.  George,  ] 

27th  Auguft,  1776.  GEORGE  STRATTON,  &c.  Council. 


To  Captain  MackarcU. 


S  I  R, 

HAVING  appointed  Major  Cooke  to  the  command  of  Chinglepyt, 
you  are  hereby  dire&ed  to  deliver  over  the  charge  of  that  Fort  to  him* 

We  are,  Sir, 

Fort  St.  George*  Your  moft  obedient  fervanta, 

0. 7th  Auguft,  1776. 

GEORGE  STRATTON,  &c.  Council. 

The  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  Letter  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper,  commanding  at  Tanjore,  to  Lord  Pigot, 
as  Prefident  and  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot. 

My  Lord, 

T  TAKE  the  liberty  to  inform  you,  that  a  talk  prevails  here,  and 

I  believe  with  fome  foundation,  that  a  correfpondence  is  carried  on 

between 
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between  the  Rajah  and  Marattas,  and  that  a  brother  to  Guligilliapah, 
by  name  Narfiganah,  and  one  Cockajee  Ponke,  tranfafb  the  bufinefs 
with  that  government,  and  refides  at  Satter.  They  write  frorn  thence 
(it's  faid)  that  according  to  the  Rajah's  requeft,  they  are  getting  four 
thoufand  horfe  ready  to  proceed  with  to  Tanjore.  How  true  thia  may 
be  I  cannot  after  tains  the  Rajah  has  never  mentioned  a  word  of  it 
to  me. 

I  alio  beg  leave  to  mention,  that  the  Rajah  propofes  going  to  the 
dam  fhortly,  to  fee  how  his  people  go  on  with  refpedt  to  the  repairs 
of  the  bank ;  from  thence  he  intends  to  take  a  fmall  circuit  through 
part  of  the  country:  he  tells  me  he  {hall  be  out  about  fourteen  days. 
He  is  very  defirous  of  my  accompanying  him,  and  to  take  four 
companies  of  Seapoys  ;  if  this  fliould  meet  with  the  Right  Honour* 
able  the  Prefident  and  Council's  approbation*  to  whom  I  have  wrote 
on  the  fubjeft,  I  mean  to  take  two  companies  from  hence*  and  two 
from  thofe  doing  duty  in  the  country. 

I  remain  with  perfeft  refpedt, 

My  Lord, 

Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Tanjore, 

23dAuguft,  1776.  H.  HARPER- 

Read  alfo  a  letter  from  Colonel  Harper,  received  this  morning. 

To  the' Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George. 

Right  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

I  TAKE  the  liberty  to  inform  you,  that  the  Rajah  purpofes  going 
to  the  dam  ihortly,  to  examine  how  his  people  go  on  with  refpeft  to 

the 
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the  repairs  of  the  banks,  &c.  from  thence  he  intends  to  take  a  fmall 
circuit  through  the  country.  He  tells  me  he  (hall  be  out  about  four- 
teen days,  and  is  very  defirous  of  my  accompanying  him,  and  to  take 
four  companies  of  Seapoys  ;  fhould  the  above  meet  with  your  appro- 
bation ;  I  mean,  if  you  have  no  obje&ion,  to  take  two  companies 
from  hence,  and  the  other  two  from  thofe  doing  duty  in  the  country. 

I  remain  with  the  greateft  refpeft, 

Right  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Tanjore, 
$4thAugufli  1776.  H.    HARPER, 

To  which  the  following  letter  is  fent  in  anfwer : 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper ',  commanding  at  tanjore. 

S  I  R, 

WE  have  received  your  letter  of  the  04th,  If  the  Rajah  pleafes  to 
go  to  the  Anacut,  to  fee  the  repair  of  the  bank,  we  can.  have  no  ob- 
jeftion,  but  it  will  not  be  convenient  that  you  fhould  leave  the  gar- 
rifon  at  prefent.  Whenever  the  Rajah  choofes  to  go,  you  will  fend 
an  efcort  with  him,  not  exceeding  the  number  you  mention,  but  we 
think  lefs  might  be  fufficient 

Of  the  two  battalions  divided  over  the  Tanjore  country,  we  wifh 
you  to  draw  within  gun  ftiot  of  your  g&rrifon  as  many  as  can  pofil- 
bly  be  fpared  from  the  fervice  they  are  now  employed  upon. 

Every  thing  here  is  in  the  mod  perfett  tranquillity,  and  we  are 
overjoyed  to  find  the  late  alteration  in  government  meets  with  appro- 
bation. 

5  We 
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We  define  you  wiU  fend  us  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  rice  and 
paddy  you  have  in  ftore  for  the  ufe  of  the  garrifon. 

We  are,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervants, 
Fort  St.  George, 
*7th  Auguft,  1776.  GEORGE  STRATTON,  &c.  Council. 

w 

Read  a  letter  from  Captain  Mackarell,  commanding  at  Chingleput. 

To  the  Honourable  George  Stratton,  EJquire,  Prejident  and  Governor,  &c. 

Council  of  Fort  St.  George.  ■ 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

I  HAVE  been  honoured  with  your  letter  of  yefterday,  acquaint- 
ing me,  that  on  account  of  the  illegal  and  unconftitutional  con- 
duct of  Lord  Pigot,  Meflieurs  Ruffe  11,  Dalrymple,  and  Stone,  the 
former  is  in  arreft,  the  three  latter  fufpended  from  the  fervice, 
until  the  Honourable  Company's  pleafure  fhall  be  known ;  in  confe- 
quence  whereof,  you  command  me  to  obey  no  orders  but  fuch  as  are 
figned  by  the  Prefident  (the  Honourable  George  Stratton,  Efq.)  and 
Council.  I  have  likewife  received  your  fecond  letter  and  proclamation, 
with  an  order  from  the  Honourable  Board  accompanying  it  \  on  receipt 
of  which  I  ordered  the  troops  under  arms,  read  the  proclamation  and 
order  of  the  Honourable  Board  to  the  whole  garrifon,  and  had  it 
explained  particularly  to  the  Seapoys.  I  fhall  be  very  pun&ual  in 
executing  every  order  I  receive  from  the  Honourable  Board. 

I  am,  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

Your  moft  obedient  Servant, 
Chingleput,       * 

26diAuguft,  1776.  TIMY- MACKARELL. 

5R     ,  In 
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In  confequcnce  of  our  refolution  to  remove  Lord  Pigot  to  the  fortrefs 
of  Chingleput,  the  following  letter  is  now  wrote  to  Major  Home,  com- 
manding at  the  Mount. 

■ 

To  Major  Home, 

SIR, 

WE  have  this  day  intercepted  certain  letters,  which  give  us  fome 
grounds  to  think  there  is  an  intention  to  tamper  with  the  foldiers  of 
this  garrifon,  and  alfo  with  thofe  of  your  corps,  in  favour  of  Lord  Pi- 
got  ;  this  obliges  us  to  come  to  the  refolution  of  removing  his  Lordihip 
without  delay  to  a  place  of  more  fafety,  at"  the  fame  time  with  every 
attention  to  Lord  Pigot's  health  and  convenience. 

We  have  for  this  purpofe  empowered  Colonel  Stuart  to  take  the 
meafures  he  thinks  proper  for  conveying  Lord  Pigot  in  fafety  to  the 
place  of  his  deftination. 

We  are  informed  that  the  Adjutant-General  will  be  employed  to  re- 
ceive his  Lordihip  from  you  this  night,  fo  foon  as  it  can  be  done,  with- 
out giving  unneceflary  alarm  to  Lord  Pigot's  family. 

We  have  left  the  difpofition  in  the  power  of  Colonel  Stuart,  who 
will  write  you  particularly,  and  all  his  orders  on  this  occalion  are  to  be 
obeyed. 

We  are  exceffively  fenfible  of  the  very  great  inconvenience  which 
you  and  your  family  muft  have  been  put  to,  during  Lord  Pigot's  ftay 
in  your  houfe ;  we  are  no  lefs  fo  of  the  fidelity  and  attention  with  which 
you  have  difcharged  the  important  truft  repofed  in  you ;  and  we  take 
this  occafion  to  affure  you,  we  fhall  ever  be  mindful  of  your  fervices. 

We  are,  Sir, 

Fort  St.  George,  Your  mod  obedient  fervants, 

27th  Auguft,  1776.  GEO.  STRATTON,&c.  Council. 

P.  S.  We  give  you  this  early  notice  to  prepare  for  what  is  to 

happen  this  night,  but  you  are  not  to  divulge  it  to  any  one. 

3  Received 
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Received  the  following  letter  from  Sir  Edward  Hughes : 

To  George  Stratton>  Efquire,  Preftdent  and  Governor  9  &c.  Council  of  Fort  «?/. 

George. 


»  •  »■ 


Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  yefterday,  with  the  copy  of  you  r 
proclamation  of  the  24th,  and  of  the  minutes  of  confutation  of  the 
20th  and  nd  inftant,  explaining  the  motives  of  our  late  proceedings 
with  refpedt  to  the  putting  under  arreft  the  perfon  of  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable George  Lord  Pigot,  the  Prefident,  and  of  your  fufpending 
from  the  fervice  of  the  Company,  Claud  Ruffell,  A.  Dalrymple, 
J.  M.  Stone,  and  Richard  Lathom  Efquires,  members  of  Coun- 
cil. You  are  alfo  pleafed  to  inform  me,  that  you  had  named 
George  Sfcratton,  Efquire,  to  be  Prefident  of  the  Council,  and  Governor 
of  Fort  St.  George,  which,  as  your  proclamation  fetteth  forth,  is  accord- 
ing to  the  orders  of  the  Company. 

• 

In  reply  I  have  to  fay,  that  as  a  good  fubjeft,  and  a  hearty  well- 
wifher  to  our  Country  and  the  Company,  and  as  the  known  friend  of 
all  parties,  it  will  be  difficult  for  me  to  exprefs  to  you  my  amazement 
and  forrow  at  fuch  difagreements  between  them,  produ&ive  of  fuch 
extraordinary  and  unprecedented  confequences. 

You  may  be  naturally  led  to  fuppofe,  Gentlemen,  that  fituated  as  I 

am,  and  finding  you  in  poffeffion  of  the  government  of  a  Prefidency, 

I  am  ordered  by  his  Majetty  to  communicate  with  confidentially  for  the 

good  of  the  common  caufe,  and  for  the  welfare  and  interests  of  the 

Company,  I  fhall  join  you  in  all  fuch  meafures  tending  to  thofe  defir- 

able  ends  whenever  you  find  proper  to  call  on  me  for  affiftance.     I  am 

with  regard, 

*  Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

Salifbury,  in  Madras  Your  moft  obedient 

Roads,  the  2  7th  day  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

of  Auguft,  1776.  •  EDWD.       HUGHES. 

1  have 


Wclaefday, 
*8th  Auguft 
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I  fchave  received  ccpy  of  the  Commiflkm  of  Government. 

Agreed  to  adjourn  till  6  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

AT  A  CONSULTATION.    a8th  Auguft,  1776. 

PRESENT, 
The  Honourable  George  Stratton,  Efq;  Governor,  Prefident. 

■ 

Henry  Brooke  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

Charles  Floyer  .  Archdale  Palmer 

Francis  Jourdan  George  Mackay. 

TheTvIinutes  of  lad:  Confultation  read  and  approved. 

THE  Secretaries  lay  before  the  Board  the  following  letters  received 
by  them  from  Mr.  Dalrymple: 

To  Mr.  Secretary  Oakeky.  - 

S  I  R, 

I  BEG  to  knew  if  I  am  debarred  free  accefs  to  the  Company's 

records.    I  am, 

SIR, 

27th  Auguft,  1776.  Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

A.    DALRYMPLE. 

To  Mr.  Secretary  Sulivan. 

S  I  R, 

I  BEG  to  know  if  I  am  debarred  free   accefs  to  the  Company's 

records.    I  am, 

SIR, 

37th  Auguft,  1776.  Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

A.   DALRYMPLE. 

The 
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The  Board  are  of  opinion,  that  Mr.  Dahymple  niay  be  furnifhcd 
with  a  copy  offuch  proceedings  as  concern  himfelf,  but  that  he  ought 
not  to  have  accefs  to  the  records  in  the  office,  of  which  the  Secretaries 
are  dire&ed  to  inform  him.  , 

The  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  letters,  which  are 
now  read: 

To  the  Honourable  George  Stratton,  Efquire* 

Honourable  Sir, 

IT  is  with  the  higheft  fatisfa&ion  I  take  this  early  opportunity  of 
congratulating  you  on  the  late  happy  event,  being  aflured  it  will  re- 
dound as  much  to  your  honour  and  the  Gentlemen  concerned,  as  to 
the  intereft  of  our  Honourable  Employers  and  the  public  good  in  ge- 
neral ;  I  propofe  paying  you  my  refpedts  in  perfon  foon.  I  am  with 
the  greateft  efteem, 

Honourable  Sir, 

Poohamalee,  Your  moft  obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 

Auguft  27th,  1776. 

5         .         "  WM    FLINt 

To  Mr*  jR.  J.  Sulvvan,  Secretary. 

SIR, 

THE  general  orders  of  the  25  th  inftatft  from  the  Governor  and 
Council  I  have  received,  and  have  made  them  public  in  this  garrifon 
and  its  dependencies;     I  am, 

SIR, 

Vellore,  Your  moft  obedient  and  humble  fervant, 

127th  Auguft,  1776. 
'  »     '    "  J.    FITZGERALD. 

5  S  to 
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To  George  Slratton,  E/q.  frefiient  and  Governor ;  t£c.  Council  of  Fort  St* 

George, 

Sir  and '  Gentlemen, 

■ 

I  AM  to  inform  you  that  Lord  Pigot  has  claimed  the  protection 
of  the  King's  flag,  and  I  am  in  confequence  to  require,  in  his  Majefty's 
name,  that  Major  Home  be  ordered  to  give  his  Lordfhip  fafe  conduft 
to  my  lhip.  I  find  myfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  remaining  with  his 
Lordfhip  until  your  orders  fhall  arrive  here,  and  defire  therefore  that 
they  be  fcnt  to  Major  Home  with  all  convenient  difpatch.     I  am* 

Sir  and  Gentlemen* 

■ 

Mount,  1 2  at  Noon,  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant* 

27th  Auguft,  1776. 

EDWd  HUGHES. 

In  confequence  of  the  refolution  of  yefterday  for  Lord  Pigot's  remo- 
val to  Chingleput,  the  following  general  orders  axe  now  iflued : 

The  Prefident  and  Council  being  of  opinion,  that  the  vicinity  of 
Lord  Pigot's  refidence  may  be  attended  with  many  inconveniences, 
had  empowered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Edington  to  remove  his  Lordfhip 
to  Chingleput,  a  place  from  its  fi  mat  ion  very  healthy,  and  where  every 
perfonal  attention  would  be  paid  him  j  but  as  Sir  Edward  Hughes 
made  a  requeft  that  Lord  Pigot  fhould  remain  at  the  Mount,  the 
Board,  willing  to  pay  every  refpeel  to  his  requeft,  confented  for  the 
prefent  that  he  ihould  continue  there^ 

a8tb  Auguft,         Sent  the  following  letter  to  Major  Home,  endofing  one  for  Lord 
'< 7*  ?igot : 

To 


1 
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To  Major  Home. 

SIR, 

WE  fend  you  a  letter  for  Lord  Pigot,  which  you  will  be  pleafed 
to  deliver  him.  If  he  fhould  refufe  to  receive  it  you  have  a  copy  of 
it  and  will  communicate  the  contents  to  his  Lordlhip. 

* 

We  are,    Sir,    &c. 
Fort  St.  George. 

'8th  Auguft,  1776.  C&ORGE  STRATTON,  &c.  Council. 


To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot. 

My    LORD, 

WE  are  extremely  concerned  that  a  notion  fhould  have  prevailed 
in  your  Lordfhip's  mind,  that  you  were  to  have  been  removed  from 
Gingee ;  and  we  take  this  opportunity  of  alluring  your  Lordfliip,  that 
no  fuch  idea  ever  did  occur,  or  could  have  occurred  to  us, 

\Jt  refolved  this  morning  to  make  your  Lordlhip  an  offer,  which 
we  n*w  do,  of  removing  to  any  fettlement  upon  the  coaft  that  you 
lhall  give  a  preference  "to,  where  there  is  a  Chief  and  Council,  provided 
that  you  pledge  your  word  of  honour  to  remain  in  quietnefs  within 
the  of  fuch  fettlement,  until  the  Company's  pleafure  concerning 

your  Lordfhip's  condudt  and  our's  refpeftively. 

If  your  Lordfhip  lhall  be  pleafed  to  content  to  this  propo&l,  we  will 

order  the  beft  houfe  in  fuch  fettlement  to  be  prepared  for  your  recep- 
tion, that  every  necefTary  be  furnifhed  you  at  the  Company's  expenfe, 
and  that  every  refpedt  and  attention  be  paid  to  your  perfon. 

At  the  fame  time  that  we  make  the  above  offer  to  your  Lordfliip, 

we  think  it  necefTary  to  add,  that  if  your  Lordlhip  Ihould  prefer  em- 
barking 
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barking  for  Europe  in  one  of  the  Company's  (hips,  we  will  order 
every  accommodation  in  our  power.     We  are. 

My    LORD, 

Your  Lordfhip's  moft  obedient  humb'e  (brvants, 
Fort  St.  George, 

a8th  Auguft,  1776.  GEORGE  STRATTON,  &c.  Council. 

AT    A    CONSULTATION,    19th Auguft,  1776. 

PRESENT, 

rgth  Auguft.  xhe  Honourable  -George  Stratton,  Efq.  Governor,  Prefident. 

Henry  Brooke  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

Charles  Floycr  Archdale  Palmer 

Francis  Jourdan  George  Mackay. 

The  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  letter  : 

* 

Honourable  Sir, 

LAST  night  about  eleven  o'clock  I  received  the  Board's  difpatch, 
.together  with  your  fcparate  letter.  My  Lord  and  Sir  Edward  Hughes 
were  both  at  tabic  with  my  family,  &c.  I  delivered  his  Lordlhip 
the  Board's  letter,  and  Sir  Edward  your9*.  His  Lordfhip  read 
his  publickly,  but  made  no  comments  on  it;  he  foon  afterwards 
fent  it  to  Mrs  Monckton,  and  retired  to  reft.  Sir  Edward  flept  here 
alfo,  and  now  writes  to  you.  Our  men  and  officers  are  fteady 
and  quiet.  I  fuppofe  this  morning  his  Lordfhip  will  confult  his 
friends  before  Sir  Edward  leaves  the  Mount.  As  foon  as  any 
thing  matetial  occur  $  I  (hill  immediately  give  information. 

I  am,  Honourable  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

Mount,  MATTW  HORNER 

a^th  Auguft,  1776.  7  A.  M.  The 
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The  Prcfidcnt  having  applied  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Company's 
general  letter  per  Triton,  with  its  accompanying  papers,  the  Secretary 
informs  the  Board,  that  they  have  never  been  fent  into  his  office, 
and  therefore  he  conceives  they  are  in  the  pofleflion  of  Lord  Pigot. 

Refolved,  That  the  Secretary  do  immediately  fend  for  the  fame, 
through  Major  Home,  to  Lord  Pigot  ^  as  well  as  for  other  public 
papers  which  may  be  in  his  pofleflion. 

The  following  letter  is  in  confequence  written  by  the  Secretary  to- 
Major  Home : 

To  Major  Matthew  Home,  commanding  at  the  Mount. 


S  I  R, 

I  AM  dire&ed  by  the  Honourable  the  President  and 
Council  to  requeft  you  will  apply  to  Lord  Pigot  for  the  Compa- 
ny's general  letter  per  Triton,  and  other  public  papers  which  may 
be  in  his  Lordfhip's  pofleflion;  but  as  thefe  public  papers  may  be  mixed 
with  papers  af  a  private  nature,  which  the  Board  do  not  wifh  to 
read  i  and,  as  the  feals  on  the  inner  apartment  of  the  Fort-houfe 
remain  untouched,  they  wifh  Lord  Pigot  would  fix  on  any  gentle- 
men of  fecrecy,  he  has  confidence  in,  who,  with  the  two  Secreta- 
ries, may  feparate  the  papers  of  a  public  nature  from  thofe  of  a 
private  one,  which  may  be  taken  away. 

1  am,  Sir, 


Fort  St.  George, 
29th  Auguft,  1776. 


Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
R.  J.  SUL1VAN,  Secretary, 


5T 


Received 
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Received   at   half  paft   eleven  A.   M   the  following   letter  from 
Major  Honie,  dated  this  morning,  quarter  paft  ten  o'clock  : 

To  Vie  Honourable  George  Stratton%   Efq*    Pre/ident  fati  Governor,   &c. 

Council  of  Fort  St.  George. 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

MY  Lord  Pigot  has  juft  made  a  public  application  to  me  to  the 
following  purport : — that  he  underftands  a  (hip  is  to  be  difpatched 
this  day  for  Bengal ;  that  the  gentlemen  at  Madras  had  informed  Sir 
Edward  Hughes  and  others,  that  his  Lordfhip  was  not  debarred  the 
life  of  pen,  ink  and  paper  ;  he  therefore  thought  it  neceflary  to  write 
to  the  Governor  General  and  Couucil  by  this  veffel,  to  inform  them  of 
his  fltuation,  and  demanded  a  copy  of  my  orders  for  his  confinement, 
to  rranfmit  in  his  letter  to  the  Governor-General  and  Council ;  and  that 
he  might  have  free  permiffion  to  confute  with  his  friends  on  the  fltua- 
tion, without  any  reftraiht  whatever,  of  his  affairs.  I  inforttied  his 
Lordfhip  I  woukMmmddiately  write  to  .you  for  inftru&ions  on  that 
head ;  his  Lordfhip  replied,  &s  the  vefiel  was  to  fail  this  day,  not  a 
moment  Qtfght  to  be  loft,  as  it  was  but  juftice  that  he  fhould  have 
an  opportunity  of  informing  the  gentlemen  of  Bengal  of  his  fituatfon ; 
I  have  therefore  to  requcft  your  orders  on  his  demand  as  fdon  *s 
poffible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervane, 

■ 

Mount,  MATTHEW  HORNE. 

29thAuguft,  1776,7  paft  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


To  which  the  following  reply  was  made : 


T* 
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To  Major  Horne>  commanding  at  the  Mount. 

S  I  R, 

WE  have  received  your  letter  of  this  morning,  and  can  have  no 
objection  to  Lord  Pigot*s  having  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  reprefcnt- 
ing  what  he  pleafes  to  the  Governor-General  and  Council  in  Bengal; 
but  we  defire  that  his  Lordfhip's  letters  may  be  written,  figned,  and 
fealed  by  himfelf,  in  your  pre  fence,  and  delivered  to  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  or  to  you,  to  be  forwarded.  Confidcring  the  violent  exprcf- 
fions  which  we  underftand  have  been  made  ufe  of  the  other  night  by 
fome  of  his  Lordfliip's  friends,  in  the  hearing  of  the  troops,  we  cannot 
confent  to  more  than  one  of  his  Lord/hip's  friends  afiifting  him  upon 
the  prefent  occafion  ;  and  his  Lordfhip  is  at  full  liberty  io  /nake  choice 
of  whomfoever  he  ipay  think  proper. 

You  may  communicate  to  his  Lordfhip  the  order  you  received  when 
you  took  charge  of  him  from  Captain  Lyfaught,   and  give  him  a 

copy  thereof. 

We  ore, -Sir, 

Your  mpft  obedient  tenants, 

Fort  St.  George,  GEORGE  STRATTON,  &c.  Council. 

29th  Auguft,  1776. 

Read  the  following  letter  from  Major  Home,  dated  this  day,  at 
five,  A.  M.  enclofing  copy  of  one  from  Sir  Edward  Hughes  to  him. 

To  the  Honourable  George  Stratton,  Efq.  and  Prefident*  Governor,  t$c. 

Council  of  Fort  St.  George. 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

SIR  Edward  Hughes  has  delivered  to  me  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which 
I  endofe.    I  very  readily  gave  him  my  word  of  honour,  that  I  would 

1  not 
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not  deliver  his  Lordfhip  up  until  his  return,  or  advice  from  him;  I  am 
perfuaded  I  fhall  have  your  approbation  for  my  having  done  fo» 

I  am,  with  refpcft, 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

Your  mod  humble  fervant, 

Mount,  MATTHEW  HORNE. 

29th  Auguft,  1776,  5  A.  M. 

P.  S.  This  moment  your  orders  refpeflting  my  letter  of  this  morn- 
ing is  arrived,  with  Mr.  Suli van's  letter ;  I  (hall  write  again  as 
foon  as  I  have  obtained  an  anfwer  from  Lord  Pigot. 

To  Major  Home. 
S  I  R, 

BEING  obliged  to  go  to  the  Fort  immediately,  I  am  to  requeft  of 
you  to  give  me  your  word  of  honour  that  you  will  not  give  up  the 
perfon  of  Lord  Pigot,  now  in  your  charge,  till  my  return  to  you,  as 
you  are  well  acquainted  that  a  correfpondence  between  the  gentlemen 
fitting  in  the  Fort  as  Council  and  myfelf  is  now  carrying  on,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  protection  his  Lordlhip  has  claimed  from  me  as  his  Majef- 
ty's  reprefentative  in  this  country; 

lam,  Sir,. 

Your  mod  humble  fervantr 

Mount,  (Signed)  EDWARD  HUGHES. 

29th  Auguft,  1776. 

> 

Read  the  following  letter  from  Major  Cooke  r 

« 

To  the  Honourable  George  Stvatton*  Efq.  Prefident>  Governor  >  &c.  Council 

Fort  St.  George. 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 
AGREEABLE  to  your  orders  of  yefterday  I  left  Fort  St.  George, 
and  arrived  here  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  immediately  took 
'  upon 


/; 


(     4«     ) 

npon  me  the  command  of  this  garrifon.    I  have  the  honour  to  be  with 
refpcft, 

Honourable  Sir*  and  Sirs, 

Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Chinglepuf,  WILLIAM  COOKE. 

tSthAuguft,  1776, 

The  Board  calling  upon  the  Secretaries  for  lifts  of  the  public  bufi- 
nefs  in  their  refpe&ive  departments  lying  for  confideration,  they  are 
accordingly  produced*  and  it  appears  to  be  as  follows : 

Representation  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  dated  the 
concerning  the  Seapoy  battalions. 

Reprefentation  of   ditto,   concerning,  military  regulations,    dated 
ditto  of  ditto,  of  the  nrtreflity  of  removing  the  battalion  of 
Europeans  doing  duty  in  this  garrifon  to  Pbonamallee 5  with  a  compa- 
rative ftate  of  the  fick  in  the  laid  battalion,  three  months  atPoonamal- 
lee,  and  three  months  in  this  garrifon,  dated' 

Committee  of  Circuit;  its  members,  and  instructions  {p  be  given 
them, 

Mr.  Secretary  Oakeley  informs  thcr  Board,  that  he  hath  not  yet 
obtained  a  lift  of  the  furgeohs  on  this  cftablifliment,  and  the  dates  of 
their  employment  in  the  fervice. 

Ordered,  That  the  Setretary  do  call  upon  the  proper  perfons,  that  an 
exadt  lift  be  forthwith  made  and  conftantly  kept  up  corrcdtty,  in  thtf 
fame  manner  as  that  of  the  army. 

The  Board  are  defirous  of  going  through  all  the  bufinefs  before  the 
difpatch,  but  the  two  firft  reprefentations  will  require  more  time  than 
can  at  prefent  be  fpared  to  examine  the  records  for  fuch  references  as 

5  U  muft 
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piuft  neceffarily  be  made  for  their  information. — The  reprefentation 
concerning  the  half  batta,  upon  a  review  of  the  unavoidable  expenfes  of 
a  fubaltern  officer,  requiring  no  other  reference  than  to  the  late  order  of 
Council,  it  is  now  taken  into  confideration. 

.  From  the. reprefentation  of  Colonel  Stuart,  and  his  letter  accompanying 
it,  which  were  delivered  to  the  Board  by  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  as  entered  in  confutation,  ,  who  has 
mod  earneftly  recommended  the.fu^jcft  to  pur  confideration,  it  appears, 
that  the  pay  of  the  fub.uiUTi  of^cers  is  unequal  to  their  expenfes,  even 
in  Madras;  when  it  is  confidered,  that  in  out-garrifons  their  fervants 
all  receive  batta,  when  almotf  every  necrffary  article  of  life  mud  be 
conveyed  to  them  from  Madiafs  at  a  confiderable  additional  charge,  it 
is  clearly  demonftrated,  that  officers  at  the  out-garrifons  cannot  poffibly 
fubfift  upon  their  pay, — Half  batta  was  originally  allowed  them  in  con- 
fideration <5f  the  extra-charge  of  their  employing  coolies  to  and  from  the 
put-garrifons,  and  to  the  additional  pay  of  the  fervants  they  mud  necef- 
farily employ.  The  Board'aHo  confidcring,  that  the  diftrefs  of  fuch  of- 
ficers may  reduce  them  to  the  necoffity  of  turning  their  attention  from 
their  duty  to  the  Company,  to  means  inconfiftent  with  the  charadters 
and  ftations  annexed  to  their  commiffion,  in  order  to  fupport  even  the 
rjeceflary  diiburfements,  they  cannot  but  be  unanimoufly  of  opinion> 
that  the  motion  made  by  the  late  Prefident  Lord  Pigot,  in  confultationj 

« lad,  for  taking  from  them  the  half  batta,  which  had  before 
been  allowed  to  the  officers,  in  out-garrifons,  had  been  hurried  through 
the  Board A  inftead  of  it's  being  fo  materially  weighed  and  confidered  ia 
all  its  confequenccs  as  we  think  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft  required. 

Refolved  therefore,.  That  the  half  batta  to  officers  and  paymafters  be 
reftored  in  thofe  out-garrifons  where  it  had  been  allowed  previous  to  the 
Board's  orders  of  the  20th  Februarys 7 7 6. 

Refolved,  in  confequerrce  of  the  foregoing  refolution,.  the  following; 

general  orders  flialL  be  iflued  1 

3  General 
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General  Orders. 

THE  Prefident  and  Council  taking  into  consideration  the  ftate  of  a 
fubaltern  officer's  neceffary  expenfe,  calculated  at  the  medium  rate  of  the 
chief  garrifons  under  this  Prefidency,  as  particularly  fet  forth  in  the  re- 
prefentation  figned  by  Colonel  Stuart,  and  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  on  the  19th  Auguftto  the  Board;  and  being  of  opinion, 
that  the  diftrefs  of  the  fubaltern  officers  in  particular  may  reduce  them  to 
the  neceffity  of  employing  their  time  and  attention  to  ways  and  means 
inconfiftent  with  their  character  and  ftation; 

Ordered,  that  the  half  batta  in  thofe  out-garrifons  where  it  ufed  to  be 
allowed,  be  from  this  date  allowed  to  the  officers  and  pay  matter  on  this 
eftablifhment,  on  the  fame  footing  as  it  flood  before  the  general  orders 
of  29th  February  1776* 

The  ueport  of  the  committee  of  accounts,  fetttng  forth,  that  the  al- 
lowance to  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  private,  for  one  day's 
march,  proceeds  on  the  calculation  of  25  miles  for  one  day,  and  that  it 
appears  inefficient,  the  Commander  in  Chief  reprefenting  that  to  be 
equal  to  two  day's  march  of  an  European  in  this  climate; 

Ordered,  that  from  this  date,  every  cadet,  non-commiffioned  officer 
and  foldier,  when  upon  the  march,  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  one  day  for 
every  fovelve  miles. 

Fort  St.  George T  29A&  Augujl*   1776. 

THE  Board  nextpftceed  to  take  into  confideration  the  immediate  exe- 
cution of  the  orders  of  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors  relative  to- the 
Committee  of  Circuit,  in  order  that  this  matter  may  undergo  the  leaft" 
delay  poffible  by  the  late  events,  and  the  fufpenfion  of  Meffrs.  Ruffell,. 
and  Dalaymple,  and  Lathom,  who  were  appointed  members  of  that 
Committee. 

•    _  « 

The  Board  taking  into  confideration  the  nomination  of  proper  perfons 

for  the  Committee  of  Circuit,  refer  to  the  Company's  ordexs  on  this  fub- 

je£t,  which  are  as  follows  1 

.  Separate" 


'j 
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Separate  Letter  from  England,  I2tb  April,  1775. 

"  We  therefore  dired,  that  when  affairs  refpedtingTanjore  fliall  have 
been  accommodated  and  finally  adjufted,  a  Committee  of  our  Council, 
confifting  of  five  members,  be  appointed  to  make  the  circuit  of  the 
Northern  Circars,  &c." 

When  the  Court  of  Direftors  gave  thefe  orders,  the  Council  confifted 
of  nineteen,  fo  that  there  were  more  than  fufficient  for  carrying  on  the 
Company's  bufinefs  at  the  Prefidency,  for  the  Chiefihips,  and  for  the 
Cbmroittseofi  Circuit*  The  cafe  is.  now  altered;  for  by  the.  late  change 
the  Council  ia  reduced*  to  nine  members,  on  die  Coafi ;  two  are  gone 
home  with  leav*,  via.  Meflrs.  Dawfon.  and  Whitehili ;  audi  two  others^ 
Mefirs.  Cotsford  and  Hay,  are  now  in  England,  and  have  the  leave  of 
the  Court  of  Directors,  for  remaining  there  another  year. — The  Ho- 
nourable Court  of  Dire&ors  in  their  commands  of  the  12th  April  1775; 
pofitively  dired,  that  no  new  members  fliall  be  taken  into  council  till 
the  number  is  reduced  to  twelve. 

Letter  from  England,  nth  April,  1775* 


Althpngh,  from  a  variety  of  circumftances,  it  has- happened  that 
our  Council  at  Fort  St*  George  have  never  been  reduced  to  the  rmni- 
"  ber  twelve,  according  to  our  directions  in  the  year  1 769,  neverthelefs 
"  it  is  our  pofitive  order,  that  no  future  vacancy  therein  be  filled  up  by 
"  yeu,  even  provtfipnally,  until  the  Council  fhalf  be  reduced  to  the  faid 
"  number  twelve,  &c." 

In  this  fituation  we  are  under  the  neceffity  of  deviating  from  the  orders 
of  our  Honourable  Maflers,  with  refpeQ:  to  the  Committee  of  Circuit, 
or  in  filling  up  the  Council  beyond  the  number  prefcribed,  which  we 
think  ought  not  to  be  done  but  in  cgfes  of  neceffity.  After  the  moft  mature 
deliberation  on  thefefubjedb,  we  are  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  three 

vacancies 
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vacancies,  now  in  the  Committee  of  Circuit,  by  the  fufpenfion  of 
Meflrs.  Ruflell,  Dalrymple,  and  Lathom,  be  filled  up  by  Meffrs.  Perring, 
Daniel,  and  Crawford,  thefe  Gentlemen  being  near  Council,  and,  in  our 
opinio  n  very  capable  of  ferving  the  Company  on  this  important  bufi- 
nefs*     The  Committee  will  confift  of 

Meflrs.  Johnfon, 
Floyer, 
Perring 
Daniel, 

Crawford. 

Mr,  Sadlier,tlie  tiextfervant  on  the  lift  to  Mr.  Perring,  cannot,  we 
think,  be  employed,  until  the  Board  come  to  a  determination  on  his 
conduit  at  Injeram. 

Mr.  Davidfon  has  the  charge  of  employ  of  great  truft,  which  can- 
not at  this  time  be  transferred  to  another. 


Mr.  Morgan  Williams,  the  next  fervant  on  the  lift  to  Mr.  Davidfon, 
having  been  many  years  at  Vizagapatam,  and  well  acquainted  with  the 
bufinefs  of  that  fcttiement,  we  think  his  remaining  there  will  be  abso- 
lutely neceflary,  as  ixrth  the  Chief  and  Second  are  ordered  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Circuit. 


Mr.  John 
Tolland  is 
next  to  Mr. 
Williams, but 
he  is  Perfi an 
tranflator. 


Mr.  Williams  to  fucceed  Mr.  Perring  as  Second. 

Ordered,  that  Meffrs.  Perring,  Daniel,  and  Crawford,  be  wrote  to, 
advifing  them  of  their  appointment  to  the  Committee  of  Circuit. — That 
Meflrs  Crawford  and  Daniel  be  direfted  to  proceed  to  Vizagapatam, 
where  they  will  be  joined  by  Meflrs.  Johnfon  and  Perring. 

Read  the  following  letter. 


s  x 


To 
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To  George  Stratton,  Efquire,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  Henry  Brooke,  Charles 
Floyer,  Arcfadale  Palmer,  Francis  J  our  dan,  and  George  Mackay,  Efquires. . 

Gentlemen, 

W  E  the  under-written  fcrvants  of  the  Honourable  Eaft- India  Com- 
pany, having  taken  into  our  moft  ferious  confideration  the  late  revolu- 
tion in  the  Government  of  this  place,  and  fearing  left  it  fhould  be  repret 
fented  to  our  Honourable  Mafters,  chat  this  meafure  has  been-  effeded 

with  the  concurrence  of  the  civil  fervants,  a  dodtrine  which  we  underftand ! 
has  been  induftrioufly  propagated  in  this  Settlement,  do  hold  it  our  in* 
difpenfable  duty  thus,  publickly  to  proteft*  again  ft  an  aftion,  which  ap- 
pears diredly  contrary  to  the  commiffions  granted  by  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pigot,  and  totally  fubverfive  of 
the  conftitution  of  this  Government.  Upon  this  evident  principle,  there- 
fore, that  "  where  authority  does  not  exift,  obedience  cannot  be  expeft- 
cd,"  we  think  it  incumbent  onus,  left  our  filence  fliould  be  conftruedf 
intp  an  aflent  of  meafures  fo  totally  repugnant  to  our  feelings  as 
men,  and  our  duty*  as  Company's  fervants,  thus  formally  to  acquaint 
you,  that  we  cannot  acknowledge  any  other  but  the  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Pigot  as  Governor  of  Fort  St,  George,  and  Prefident  of  the 
.Council.  As  Members  of  a  civil  government*  we  cannot  but  confi- 
der  an  appeal  to  military  force  as  a  matter  of  the  moft  dangerous 
tendency;  and  could  we  poflibly  admit  the  expediency  of  the  late 
change,  we  abfoluteljr  deny  the  legality  of  the  meafure ;  but  as,  from 
the  conduft  of  the  military  on  that  occafion,  there  fcarce  remains  a 
doubt,  but  that  the  management  of  the  Company's  affairs  muft  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  you,  Gentlemen,  until  judgment  ispafled  on 
your  conduft  in  Europfe,  we  Hefitate  not  a  moment  to  offer  our 
voluntary  fervices  in  our  refpe&ive  ftations  for  conducing  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  our  Honourable  Mafters,  whofe  intereft  is  our  firft  objeft,.  and 
to  whofe  candour  and  fuperior  judgment  we  fubrciit  our  conduct. 

The 
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The.  only  favour  we  have  to  requeft  of  you,  Gentlemen,  is  the 
diredtihg  your  Secretary  to  make  this  letter  a  number  of  the  packet 
hy  the  fhip  Grenville,  now  under  difpatch  for  Europe. 


Fort  St.  George, 
a$th  Auguft,  1766. 


We  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  obedient  fervants, 


H.  A.  Craig , 
R.  Dr.  Monroe 
Hugh  Vaughaa 
Gideon  Firth 
Hugh  Maxwell 
Wm.  Michcll , 
X-  Defchamps 
George  Wynch : 
J.  Kenworthy 
Wm.  H.  Toriano  * 
Geo.  Jos.  Hoifiard 
Geo,  Savage 
Wm.  Rofs 
Wm.  Turing: 
J.  Dutton 
Geo.  Prodtor 
Wm.  Jacldbn 
Wm.,  Oram 
Theo.  J.  Taner 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Wrote-  the  following  letter  to  Bengal: 


Eyles  Irwin-. 
G.  Ram 
Wm.  Sedgley. 
Kenelm  Digby. 
John  Wood 
Geo.  Hoar 
A.  Hammond 
Tho.  Welch 
Wm-  Webb 
M.  Tudor 
Wm.  Hamilton 
George  Forfter 
Jofeph  Revell 
T.  Kingfcote 
Tho .  Ogilvie 
David  Haliburton 
A.  Wm.  Gregory 
E.  Monckton 
Francis  Lind. 


*  Erafedty 
defire  of  Mrs, 
Toriano* 


/ 


n 
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To  the  Honourable  Warren  HaJiingSj  Efq.  Govenor -General  >  t£c. 

Council  of  Bengal^  Fort  William. 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

WE  wrote  to  your  Honour,  &c„  on  the  25th  Auguft,  and  have  now 
to  inform  you,  that  we  are  in  pofleffion  of  the  fort  and  executive 
powers  of  Government ;  that  Lord  Pigot  is  under  arreft  at  the 
Mount,  and  that  Meflieurs  Ruflell,  Dalrymp'e,  Stone,  and  .Lathom, 
who  aided  and  aflifted  him  in  his  arbitrary  and  illegal  proceedings, 
are  fufpended  from  the  Company's  fervice  until  the  pleafure  of  the 
Court  of  Diredors  fhall  be  known. 

From  a  cool  and  difpaflionate  review  of  the  late  tnmfaftions  of  this 
Government,  we  think  it  mud  appear  evident  to  the  world,  that  we 
long  proceeded,  in  our  conduit  towards  Lord  Pigor,  with  a  forbear- 
ance  and  moderation  almoft  incoufiftent  with  our  public  duty.  It  is 
certain  we  wiflied  above  all  things  to  avoid  coming  to  extremities,  and 
had  his  Lordfhip  been  a&uated  by  the  fame  views,  we  were  inclined 
to  make  very  great  conceffions,  merely  for  the  fake  of  prefer ving  har- 
mony, until  we  could  receive  the  fenfe  of  the  Court  of  Directors  upon 
his  conduit.  But  when  we  faw  a  (tudied  and  uniform  defign  to  affumc 
the  whole  authority  of  government  to  himfelf,  -and  to  make  us  the 
inftruments  of  his  will ;  when  we  perceived,  by  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
proceedings,  and  by*he  do&rines  which  heheld,  that  his  principles  were 
to  the  laft  degree  arbitrary,  and  that  he  employed  them,  as  far  as  he 
had  the  power,  in  a&saioft  injurious  to  the  interefts  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  to  the  dignity  of ^he  Nabob;  we  then  maturely  consider- 
ed the  refponfibility  which  veiled  in  us,  and  the  confequences  which 
might  enfue  from  a  con du ft  fo  paflive  on  our  part,  and  hence  we  re- 
folved  to  exert  our-coaftitutional  rights,  and  to  (top,  as  far  as  we  were 
able,  the  progrefs  of  fuch  deftruftive  defigns. 


The 
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The  extra&sof  our  minutes,  which  we  had  the  honour  of  transmitting 
you  by  the  Swallow,  will  have  particularly  informed  you  of  the  conduit 
of  Lord  Pigot,  in  carrying,  into  execution  the  orders  of  the  Company 
relative  to  Tanjore. 

It  was  not  without  an  infinite  degree  of  concern  we  found  his  Lord- 
{hip  had  taken  that  line  with  the  Nabob,  in  the  profecurion  of  the  bu- 
finefs  intruded  to  his  charge,  as  not  only  to  infringe  his  facred  rights, 
as  lawful  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  guarantied  to  him  and  his  pofterity, 
by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  but  like  wife  to  fill  his  mind  with  real  ap- 
prehenfions  for  the  fafety  of  his  perfon. 

« 

On  this  fubje£t  however  you  have  been  fully  advifcd.  The  Nabob'* 
representations  to  us,  and  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  complaining  of 
Lord  Pigot,  were  entered  in  the  proceedings  that  waited  on  you  by  the 
Swallow.  A  review  of  them  however  will  be  necefiary,  as  in  forming 
your  opinion  of  the  afts  of  this  government,  it  will  be  neceffary  your 
Honour,  &c.  fhould  draw  to  your  attention  the  uniform  and  fteady  plan 
of  arbitrary  meafures  which  hisLord&ip  has  undeviatingly  purfued  fincc 
his  arrival  amongft  us. 

To  iky  that  we  met  his  Lordfhip  with  a  firm  determination  to  co- 
operate with  him,  and  to  affift  him  to  the  utmoftof  our  ability,  in  con- 
ducting the  affairs  of  this  Government,  would  be  but  a  partial  repre- 
fenration  of  our  condixSt.  We  went  further,  we  undertook  the  admt* 
niftration  of  affairs  with  heats  and  hands  fanguine  to  fupport  him, 
and  with  a  refolution  to  give  up  many  of  our  juft  rights,  rather  than 
not  aft  in  concert  and  unanimity  for  the  benefit  of  our  Employers. 
But  here  we  muft  confefs  arofe  the  firft  caufe  of  thofe  evils,  which  has 
fince  fo  alarmingly  fhewn  themfelves  throughout  the  conduft  of  LorcJ 
Pigot-  Had  we  flopped  them  in  their  infancy  we  had  done  right j 
but  relying  too  much  on  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  and  hoping  that 
forbearance  and  moderation  would  in  the  end  convince  him  of  his  error, 
we  allowed  them,  though  not  paffivcly,  to  accumulate  to  that  degree, 

i  Y  that 
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that  it  at  length  became  eflential  to  the  well  being  of  the  Company's 
that  they  fhould  be  rooted  out  entirely. 


On  the  former  part  of  the  conduit  of  Lord  Pigot,  that  is,  to  the 
time  our  laft  advices  were  diipatched  to  you  by  the  Swallow —we  (hall 
here  regain  filent — Your  Honour,  &c.  will  have  already  formed  your 
opinion  on  that.  It  is  only  necefiary  for  us  therefore  to  take  notice 
of  that  part  of  it  which  brought  the  Company's  affairs  to  that  danger- 
ous and  critical  fituation  from  which  we  have  endeavoured  ta  retrieve 
them. 

The  firft  aft  of  his  Lordftip  after  the  figning  the  tetter  to  your 
Honour,  &c.  13th  July,  was  the  falfifying  the  records  of  the  Company.. 
The  circumftance,  though  of  no  material  confequence,  plainly  indi- 
cated his  refolution  of  a<£tiog  in  fuch  manner  as  he  fhould  think  pro* 
per;  it  was  as  follows  1  the  day  our  Tetter,  to  you  by  the  Swallow  wa* 
read*  we  the  majority  of  the  Board  diredted  the  addition  of  two  para- 
graphs to  the  letter,  but  Lord  Pigot  re^itfiing  they  rnigfrt  not  be  added* 
we  entered  a  minute  which  was  twice  read  to  this  effedfc  : 

"  That  the  Prefident  requefttng  the  paragraphs  Jkould  not  be  added,  the 
majority  out  of  Qontplitmnl  to  him*  refahed  no/,  to  infert  thtm  i»  the 
Utter,  but,  to  eater  them  on  the  proceedings  of  that  fay  for  the  information  of 
the  Government-General  at  BtngaV*  Th*eJc  words  were  however  ended 
the  next  day  by  his  own  hand  without  our  knowledge,  and  .the  follow- 
ing injferted>  "  The  Psefidsnj  .objeding  tbsrctp,  they  ftand  o*ily  ia  this 
place/' 

This  alteration  in  the  records  which  he  never  communicated  to  usr 

is  a  ftrong  mark  of  the  illegal  conduct  of  Lord  Pigot ;  and  the  coa- 

fcqyences  which  might  enfue  ajoe  too  obvious  to  require  enlarging 

upon* 

But 
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But  indeed  when  we  reflect  upon  his  faying  at  the  Board,  he  would 
fipprefs  or  iefircy  when  he  fhould  think  proper  any  letter  addrefled  ta 
the  Prefident  and  Council ;  and  on  his  repeated  declarations  when 
feated  as  Prefident  at  the  head  of  his  Council,  u  That  the  late  Aft  of 
Parliament  for  the  better  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company  was  a  vile  aff,  and  that  the  inftru&ions  of  the  Company  to 
the  Governor-General  and  Council*  which  are  equally  binding  om 
this  Prefidency,  were  vile  inftruRions>  we  had  every  reafon  to  appre- 
hend his  whole  condudt  would  be  governed  by  fuch  principles- 

In  our  proceedings  relative  to  the  circuit  of  the  Northern  Circars>. 
•nd  the  l  ornpanyrs  Jaghire,  you  will  obferve,  that  the  Court  of  Dire&ors 
ordered  that  'the  Committee  named  for  that  fenrice  fhould  proceed^ 
upon  it  as  foon  as  affairs  refpe6ting  Tanjore  fhould  be  accommodated 
and  finally  adjuftcd-  The  Court  of  Dire&ors  thought  this  fervice 
important,,  and  we  were  consequently  very  defirous  of  beginning  upoi* 
it  early,  as  you* will  perceive  by  the  proceedings,  but  Lord  Pigot  and 
the  genrieme*  of  the  minority  threw  every  obftade  in  our  way. 

On  tfie  26th  July  Mr.  Jourdan  moved*,  that  the  Committee  fhould 
proceed  immediately;  and  after  much  debate  it  was  at  length  agreed 
by  a  majority,  that  they  fhoukl  fetout  the  15th  of  Auguftj  this  was 
afterwards  prolonged  to  the  3 1  ft,  for  the  convenience  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Committee*,  Mr.  Ruflell  and  Mr.  Dalrymple  were  un- 
willing that  any  time  fhould  be  fixed  for  their  departure,  and  a  paflage 
in  a  letter  from  Mr.. Ruflell  on  thra  occafion,  gave  rife  to  a  moft  extra- 
ondinary  motion  from  Lord  Pigot,  which  you -will  perceive  on  reference 
to  the  minutes  of  the  5th  Auguft,  and  we  beg  your  attention  to  it* 
as  it  ftrongly  marks  the  arbitrary  views  by  which  he  was  a&uated: 

On  the  9th  of  July  Colonel  Stuart  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  Tanjore,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Lord  Pigot ;  it  was  not 
notified  to  Colonel  Stuart,  by  order,  until  the  31ft  of  the  fame  month* 

and 
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and  that  to  on  afecond  motion,  when  he  was  directed  to  hold  himfelf 
in  readinefs  to  proceed  thither.  lnftru£tion9  were  afterwards  prepared  by 
the  Commander  in  Chief  for  Colonel  Stuart,  to  which  Lord  Pigot  had 
no  particular  obje&ion  ;  he  indeed  deGred  to  have  them  to  confider  and 
make  additions  to  if  ncceflary,  but  nothing  further,  Thefe  inftruftions 
were  not  however  brought  again  by  him  to  the  Board,  but  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  drew  out  frelh  ones  more  full  and  explicit,  which 
(being  indifpofed  himfelf)  he  fent  to  the  Secretary,  that  they  might  be 
laid  before  the  Board  for  their  confideration.    % 

It  was  then  we  perceived  the  evident  intention  of  Lord  Pigot  in  with- 
holding the  former  inftru&ions ;  nay,  he  declared  to  us,  that  he  nev,  r 
would  confent  to  Colonel  Stuart's  going  to  Tanjore,  unlets  Mr.  Riif- 
fell  was  ordered  to  proceed  thither  likewife,  and  even  moved  that  Mf« 
Ruflell  fhould  be  permitted  to  goto  Tanjore,  conformable  to  his  firft 
appointment. 

Lord  Pigot  having  already  had  our  fentiments  in  full  on  this  fubjeft, 
and  particularly  on  the  propriety  of  Mr.  RufielTs  fetting  out  with  the 
Committee  of  Circuit  on  an  appointed  day,  could  mean  nothing  lefs 
by  this  than  to  drive  us  into  a  meafure,  contrary  to  our  declared  opi- 
nion, founded,,  as  we  conceive,  on  the  firmed  grounds,  the  orders  of 
the  Company, 

Failing  however- in  his  aim,  the  motion  being  carried  againft  him,  we 
defired  he  would  put  a  queftion  for  the  approval  of  Colonel  Stuart's 
inftru&ions,  but,  on  his  refufing  to  do  f<*  the  Council  was  adjourned 
until  the  next  day§  when  Lord  Pigot  again  refuting  to  put  the  queftion. 
We  had  no  other  mode  left  but  to  proceed  to  extremities,  or  to  enter 
<eur  opinions  without  any  queftion  being  regularly  moved. 

We  wifhed  to  avoid  extremities,  and  therefore  propofed  to  give  our 
•  opinion  feparately,  "  That  the  inftrudtions  ftiould  be  taken  into  confide-r 

ration  ;* 
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ration,  but  after  the  opinions  of  two  of  the  members  had  been  taken,  he 
ordered  the  Secretary  not  to  write  down  any  more,  as  be  would  notfuffer  the 
matter  to  be  further  agitated.  A  member  of  the  minority  however  ob- 
ferving  that  fuch  opinions  were  nothing  more  than  minutes,  he  per- 
mitted the  Secretary  to  proceed  •  We  then  approved  of  the  inftrudtions, 
and  after  they  were  copied  fair,  prefented  them  to  his~"Lordfhip  to  be 
figned,  but  this  he  pojitivety  refufed,  and  the  Council  was  therefore  ad- 
journed to  avoid  the  difagreeable  coniequences  which  were  evidently 
impending. 

Still  proceeding  upon  the  principle  of  moderation,  when  the  Council 
affembled.the  next  day,  knowing  that  Lord  Pigot  would  not  fign  the  in- 
ftru&ions,  the  majority  propofed,  in  a  minute,  which  they  delivered  in, 
that  they  fliould  be  figned  by  the  Secretary,  by  order  of  the  Council.  Ia 
confequence,  an  order  was  written  by  the  majority,  and  tranfcribed  fair 
to  be  figned.— -Meflrs.  Stratton  and  Brooke,  firft  affixed  their  fignatures, 
and  were  palling  it  round  to  us,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  when  his  Lord- 
(hip  (hatched  the  paper  out  of  Mr*  Brooke's  hand,  and  in  the  fame  in- 
ftant  a  paper  out  of  his  pocket,  read  a  charge  againft  Meffrs.  Stratton  and 
Brooke,  "  For  being  guilty  of  an  ad,  fubverfive  of  the  authority  of 
"  government,  and  tending  to  introduce  anarchy,  in  the  figning  orders 
"  to  the  Secretary,  to  give  inftru&ions  to  Colonel  Stuart,  which  have 
"  not  been  approved  and  pafled  by  the  Prefident  and  Council." 


We  plainly  fawthe  intention  of  his  Lordfhip,  and  therefore  it  was 
moved  by  Mr*  Jour  dan,  and  fecondedby  Mr.  Mackay,  that  the  Council 
fliould  adjourn  till  the  next  morning;  but,  contrary  to  all  rule  and  or- 
der, the  Prefident  would  not  put  the  queftion  for  adjournment,  but 
moved,  a  refclution  "  That  George  Stratton  and  Henry  Brooke,  Efqrs. 
"be  now  fufpcnded  from  the  Company's  fervice,  Until  the  Company's 
"  pleafure  (hall  be  kitown,"  and  by  precluding  their  votes,  and  voting 
himfelf,  although  the  accufer  carried  it  for  the  pretended  fufpenfion  by 

his  calling  voiee. 

5Z  For 
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For  the  particulars  of  this  we  muft  beg  your  Honours,  &c.  will  be 
referred  to  our  minutes,  which  now  wait  on  you,  together  with  a  paper 
containing  the  obfervations  which  we  made  upon  them,  when  we  refum- 
ed  the  executive  powers  of  government. 

It  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that  his  Lordlhip's  views  were,  in  an  arbitrary 
and  illegal  manner,  to  fecure  a  majority,  without  which,  he  knew  his 
fchemes  could  not  be  carried  into  execution.  We  found  ourfelves  under 
the  neceffity  either  of  paffively  givingup  our  own  rights,  and  the  known 
conftitution  of  government,  and  of  becoming  acceflaries  in  all  the  evil 
confequences  which  might  enfue,  or  by  (eparating  id  the  manner  we  did, 
fhew  by  the  letter  we  fent,  by  the  hands  of  the  Notary  Public,  that  as 
a  majority  of  the  Council,  we  were  refolved,  io  this  extremity,  to  main* 
tain  the  conftitutional  rights  of  the  Company,  and  to  Signify  to  all  the 
Company's  fervants  and  dependants,that  we  required  from  themfubmif- 
fion  to  our  legal  orders. 

In  confequence  of  this  public  aft  Lord  Pigot  proceeded  immedi- 
ately to  the  violent  meafure  of  ordering  the  Commander  in  Chief  under 
arreft,  and  fufpending  us  who  were  the  Council.  At  this  time  we  had 
in  full  view,  and  under  our  moft  ferious  consideration,  the  critical  fitua- 
tidn  which  the  public  affairs  might  be  brought  into  by  the  violent  and 
arbitrary  proceedings  of  a  Prefident,  fuch  as  Lord  Pigot,  who  from  his 
commiffion  and  local  refidence  was  alfo  Governor  of  the  fort  and  gar- 
rifon,  if  time  and  opportunity  had  been  left  him  to  influence  the  mill* 
tary  in  fupport  of  his  illegal  government. 

We  alfo  confidered  the  very  great  probability  that  the  remaining  part: 
of  the  army  not  under  the  orders  of  Lord  Pigot,  perceiving  the  vio* 
lence  and  injuftice  done  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  who  was  ordered 
in  arreft  for  fupporting  the  civil  conftitution  of  the  Company,  and  well 
knowing  that  the  army  in  general,  and  every  impartial  perfon  in  the 

Settlement^ 
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fettlement,  were  fully  convinced  that  a  refolution  of  the  majority  ofthe 
Council  was  to  them  the  only  legal  aft  of  government  $  we  fay  there- 
fore, that  deliberating  with  anxious  minds  upon  the  chance  of  fuch  a 
dreadful  crifis,  as  that  the  fort  and  garrifon  of  Fort  St.  George,  with  an 
arbitrary  paffionate  man  at  their  head,  might  poflibly  be  feparated  from 
the  reft  of  the  Company's  pofleffions  on  this  Coaft;  and  that  the  Nabob 
of  the  Carnatic,  who  is  the  ally  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
Company,,  who  entruftshimfelf,  his  family,  and  fortune,  to  the  proteftion 
of  the  fort,  might  by  our  paffive  delay  be  abandoned  to  the  perfon  whom* 
he  thinks  his  bittereft  enemy ;  we  hefitated.  not  a  moment  to  refume  the- 
executive  powers  of  government,  in  which  we  think  ourfelves  warranted,, 
not  only  by  the  legal  conftitution.  of  the  Company,  but  by  the  fupreme 
law  of  neceffity,  and  for  the  fafety  of  the  ftate. 

This  event,  fo  interefting  to  the  welfare  of  the  Company,  has  been 
in  a  great  degree  brought  about  by  the  good  conduft  and  abilities 
which  Colonel  Stuart  has  ihewn  in  the  execution  of  our  orders*. 

We  have  alfo  received  every  affiftance  from  the  field  and  other  offi- 
cers, and  we  are  moft  happy  to  find  fuch  a  difpofition  in  the  military 
to  re  (tore  and  maintain  the  conftitutional  civil  government  of  the 
Company*. 


The  minutes  which  were  made  by  Lord  Pigot,  andMeffieurs  Rufiell, 
Dalrymple,  Stone,  and  Lathom,  after  we  feparated  from  them,  are  ftill 
in  their  hands ;  fo  that  we  only  know  the  particulars  of  the  arreft  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  and  the  attempt  made  for  the  fufpenfidn  of  the 
reft  of  us,  who'  conftitute  the  majority  of  Council,  from  the  general 
orders,,  and  the  letters  which  were  fent  informing  us  of  the  fufpenfion; 

We  have  fince  direded*  the  general  orders, .  declaring  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher  in  arreft  to  be  expunged  from  all  the  orderly  books. 
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We  beg  leave  to  enclofe  you  the  copy  of  the  proclamation  which 
we  thought  proper  to  publilh,  and  to  tranfmit  you  copies  of  fuch  other 
papers  as  we  think  neeeffary  for  your  information,  agreeably  to  the 
lift  enclofed. 

We  have  the  fatisfaftion  to  affure  you,  that  every  thing  is  in  perfect 
tranquillity. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants, 
Fort  St.  George, 

29th  Auguft,  1776.  GEORGE  STRATTON,  &c«  Council. 


Wrote  the  following  letter  to  Major  Home, 


SIR, 

HAVING  juft  received  advice  from  a  Hircara,  that  Captain  To- 
nyn  is  at  the  Mount,  and  that  part  of  his  troop  hath  marched,  and  are 
arrived  at  Vendalore,  for  which  laft  movement  there  is  no  order,  although 
he  hath  been  ordered  to  come  hither  by  himfdf  j  we  defire  you  will 
take  every  meafure  to  inform  us  of  the  truth  of  thefe  circumftances,  and 
if  you  find  that  the  troop  hath  moved  from  their  quarters,  you  will  or- 
der Captain  Tonyn  under  arreft  and  acquaint  us  thereof;  in  the  mean 
time,  we  truft  your  making  fuch  a  difpofition  of  your  men  as  Jhall  pre* 
vent  any  furprifc.  Colonel  Stuart  has  informed  us  of  the  purport  of 
ybur  laft  letter  to  him. 


The 
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The  fervice  requiring,  you  will  be  pleafed  to  order  Captain  Clifton  to 
repair  to  Trichinopoly  immediately ;  we  expeift  he  will  fet  out  to- 
morrow. 

We  are,  Sir, 
30th  Auguft,  1776,  Your  moft  obedient  fervants, 

GEO.    S  TR  ATT  ON,  &c.  Councils 

Received  the  following  letter  from  Major  Home. 

The  Honourable  George  Sir  at  ton,  Efq;  Prefident>  Governor 9  &c.  Council  of* 

Fort  St*  George. 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sits, 

I  have  this  moment  heard,  by  private  information,  that  fome  of  Lord 
Pigot*s  friends   are  going  to  petition  the  Mayor's  Court  for  a  Habeas  • 
Corpus  for  there  moval  of  his  Lordfhip ;  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give 
your  Honour  the  earlieft  notice  of  this  information,  and  to  requeft  your 
inftrudtions,  fliould  the  Mayor's  Court  grant' the  writ.. 

I  communicated  to  his  Lordfhip  the  purport  of  your  directions  to  mcj, 
relative  to  his  fending  difpatches  to  Bengal;  he  made  choice  of  Mr.. 
Dairy mplc  to  aflift  him. —  His.  letter  to  the  Governor-General  and* 
Council,,  was  delivered  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  together  with  three  du+~ 
plicates  to  be  fent  by  different  fhjps»~ 

I  am,  with  thegreatcft  refpedt^. 
Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 
Your  mod  obedient 
Mount,  humble,  fervant,.     . 

30th  Auguft,  1776.  MATW  HORNE.. 

$  A  Agreed 
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Agreed,  to  .rake  the  opinion  of  the  Honourable  Mr,  Juftice  ie 
Maiftre,  who  is  here  on  a  vifit. 

The  Prefident  acquaints  the  Board,  that  at  the  Mount  they  are  char- 
ged with  cruelty  in  the  orders  given  to  Major  Home,  particularly  in 
that  dated  »  wherein  it  is  inferted, 

that  in  cafe  of  an  attempt  to  refcue  Lord  Pigot,  his  life  muft  anfwer  for 
it. — On  this  occafion,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  refer  the  reader  to  every 
<order  that  hath  been  given* 

The  violence  of  Lord  Pigot,  and  the  attempts  of  hrs  friends,  gave 
ryery  reafon  to  apprehend  danger  to  the  ftate.  Mr.  Ruffdl  and  others 
had  come  to  the  main  guard,'  called  to  them  to  turn  out,  and  from  the 
general  tenor  of  their  conduit,  a  defign  appeared  of  an  intention  to  at- 
tempt the  fort.  The  fatal  confequenccs  of  fuch  an  attempt  might 
have  been  the  lofs  of  many  lives,  we  therefore  ufed  the  expreflion  com- 
plained of  to  difcourage  any  fuch  attempt,  and  the  fubfequent  orders 
will  evince  our  attention  to  Lord  Pigot. 

When  .the  change  took  place  not  a  murmur  was  heard,  for  Lord 
jpigpt's  violence  and  arbitrary  afts  were  known  to  all ;  but  by  keeping 
I^ord  figot  at  the  Mount,  the  junior  fervants  h#ye  vilified  him,  and  the 
refentment  which  filled  the  minds  of  men  have  fiibfided,  and  pity 
taken  place.  Mr.  Dalrymple,  and  others  about  Lord  Pigot,  took  the 
advantage  of  this,  fpread  fcandalous  and  fatal  reports  to  miflead  peo- 
ple, and  they  havo  fo  far  fucceeded  as  to  caufe  difaffedtion  in  fome. 
We  cannot  help  remarking,  that  confidering  all  circumftances,  it  would 
have  been  more  confident  with-  the  duty  of  the  gentlemen  at  the  Mount 
to  have  difcouraged  the  difaffeftion,  and  to  have  told  all  the  fervants 
it  was  a  bufinefs  on  which  they  had  no  right  to  give  an  opinion,  but 
they  every  one  ought  to  obey  all  orders  they  might  receive  from  the 
Government. 

A$ 


I 
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As  we  wifh  to  pay  every  attention  to  lord  Pogot,  agreed  that  the 
Secretary  write  to  Major  Home  the  following  letter ; 


Td  Major  Hbrne,  commanding  at  the  Mount* 


5  I  R, 


I  A  M  ordered  by  the  President  and  Council  to  defire  you  to  ac- 
quaint Lord  Pigot,  that,  the  Grenville  will  be  fooii  difpatched  to 
Europe,  and  that  his  Loadfhipls  letters  wdl  be  carefully  put  up  in  the 
Company's  packet,  or  tranfmitted  under  the  charge  of  any  fervant  of 
the  Company .  his  Lordlhip  may  defire  for  that  purpofe,  fhould  he 
prefer  either  of  thofc  channels  of  conveyance  to  any  other. 

I  am,  Sir, 

*  * 

Port  St.  George,  Your  raoft  obedient  fervant, 

30th  Auguft,  1776.  RICH**  J.  SULIVAN,  Secretary. 

« 

Signed  the  following  letter  to  the  Governor-General  and  Council 
at  Fort  William. 

To  the  Honourable  Warren  ftaftjrtgs,  JEfquire,  Xr&vetttot-General,  fcfo    ■ 

Council  at  Fort  ffcUiam* 
•    * 

« 

-    Honourable  Sir  &tid  Sirs, 

..  . 

Duplicate  of  our  letter  of  yefterday  is  inclofed. 

Having  two  days  ago  had  information  from  feveral  quarts  of  at- 
tempts to  tamper  with  the  military,  which,  added  to  the  very  violent 

and 
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and  irregular  proceedings  of  Mr.  Ruffell,  who,  on  the  day  of  our  re- 
fuming  the  Government,  had  endeavoured  to  put  the  main  guard  of 
the  garrifon  under  arms,  and  was  by  force  brought  from  thence  before 
the  Council,  where  he  publicly  denied  their  authority  knowing  more- 
over by  our  experience  the  violent  temper  of  Lord  Pigot,  who,  if  at 
liberty,  would  run  every  rifk  to  recover  the  Government. 

Thefe  circumftances  forced  us>  contrary  to  our  private  feelings,  to  ufe 
an  expreffion  (Inftru&ions  to  Major  Home,  "  As  your  laftrefource,  in 
any  attempt  to  refcuc  Lord  Pigot,  his  life  muft  anfwer  for  it  j  and 
this  you  are  to  fignify  to  him")  which  we  imagined  would  deter  Lord 
Pigot's  friends  and  faiqily  from  encouraging  any  attempts  towards  his 
refcue.  However,  we  loft  no  time  to  make  Lord  Pigot,  and  his  fami- 
ly, eafy  on  that  fubjed,  as  will  appear  by  our  intention  to  remove  his 
Lordfhip  to  Chingleput,  and  by  our  letter  to  him  of  the  28th  inftant. 
But  in  truth,  there  could  be  no  doubt  in  his  Lordfhip's  breaft,  of  the 
humane  good  feelings  of  Major  Horne,  to  whom  in  terrorem,  this  part 
of  the  order  was  given,  purpofely  to  prevent  any  attempts  to  refcue  him; 
and  we  think  it  has  had  the  effeft  we  looked  for. 


The  affidavits  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Edington,  Adjutant-General  and 
Serjeant  Shaw,  now  fent,  gives  us  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  if  Lord 
Pigot  had  it  now  in  his  power,  he  would  not  only  raife  a  mutiny  :n  the 
army,  but  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  armed  party,  and  march  with 
them  to  the  fort,  though  he  fell  in  the  attempt.  Need  there  then 
an  J  other  argument,  for  perfons  in  our  refponfible  fituation,  to  take  every 
means  poffible,  though  at  times  with  ftrong  expreflions,  to  prevent  any 
attempts,  however  fruitlefs,  to  involve  this  Settlement  in  convulfion  and 
civil  war? 

We 
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We  have  taken  occafion  to  communicate  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes*  the 
particulars  of  all  that  has  paflfed  on  this  fubje&,  and  fhall  ftill  continue  to 
flxew  him  every  attention  in  our  power,  confident  with  our  duty  we  owe 
to  our  employers. 

There  lays  before  us  ,  at  this  time,  a  letter  from  Sir  Edward  Hughes, 
wherein  he  informs  us  of  Lord  Pigot's  having  claimed  the  protection  of 
the  King's  flag,  and  in  confequence  requires  in  his  Majefty's  name,  that 
Major  Home  be  ordered  to  give  his  Lordfhip  fafe  condudfc  to  his  flxip.— 
This  being  a  matter  deferving  our  moft  ferious  reflection*  and  big  with  con- 
fequences  which  we  may  hereafter  be  made  anfwerable  for;  it  will  require 
time  to  determine  upon  the  fubjedh — We  have  already  given  Lord  Pigot 
the  choice  of  any  Subordinate  Faftory  on  this  Coaft,  for  his  place  of  re- 
fidence,  where  he  may  be  accommodated  fuitably  to  his  rank,  and  with 
fecurity  to  his  perfon;  or  of  returning  to  England  if  his  Lordfhip  fhould 
think  proper  fo  to  do. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Honourable  Sir  and   Sirs, 

Your  moft  obedient 

Fort  St.  George,  humble  fervants* 

30th  Auguft,  1776* 

GEORGE  STRATTON,  8cc,  Council. 

Read  the  following  letter  from  the  Nabob* 

Tranilate  of  a  letter  from  the  Nabob,  to  Mr.  Stratton,  Governor  of 
Madras,  dated  and  received  the  29th  Auguft,  1776. 

6  B  I  hare 
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I  have  received  your  letter  dated  the  25th  inftant.  You  write  that,  &c* 

To  His  Highnefs  Navaub  Waulau  Jau>  Umeer  Ul  Kind,  Omdut  Ul  Mulkr 
Ufupb  Ud  Dowlaby  Vnwar  Ud  Been  Caw*  Babauder,  Zuppbur  Jungf 
Sepoy  Salaur,  Subadar  of  the  Camatk  Paycn  Ghaut* 


May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 

THE  unconftitutional,  violent,  and  illegal*  condudt  of  the  late  Fre- 
fidentLordPigot,  aided  and  abetted  by  Meflrs.  Ruffell,  Dalrymple,  Stone,, 
and  Lathom,  have  reduced  the  majority  of  the  Council,  for  the  prefer- 
vation  and  welfare  of  the  Company's  affairs,  to  put  the  faid  Frefident  inte* 
arreft,  and  to  fufpend  the  other  four  gentlemen  the  fervice,  and*  by  this* 
meafure  the  Government  has  devolved  upon  me.  The  Council  joins 
with  me  in  affuring  your  Highnefs  of  our  firm  refolution  to  fliew  your 
Highnefs  every  mark  of  attention*  relpedt,  and  fupport.  I  have  tHer 
honor  to  be, 

■ 

May  ft  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 

Your  Highnefs's  moft  fincere^ 

Fort  St.  George,  moft  obedient.-  and. 

25th  Auguft,  1776.. 

moft  humble  fervant,. 

GEORGE  STRATTON. 

I  have  always  been  obliged  to  the  Company  for  the  directions  they, 
eonftantly  fend  to  their  agents  to  give  me  affiftance,  and  to  pay  regard  to^ 
my  honour,  and  the  aflurances  you  have  made  me  in  your  letter  of  the  Com- 
pany's friendfliip  and  protection,  have  given  me  great  pleafure.  With 
refpefl  to  the  conduct  of  Lord  Pigot  and  the  other  gentlemen  who  a£ 
lifted  and  fupported  him,  it  is  not  neceflary  for  me  to  fay  any  thing  fur- 
ther 
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ther  relative  to  the  fituation,  which  by  his  own  proceedings  he' is  involved1 
in.  My  former  fervices  to  him,  will  awaken  his  memory  towards  mey 
and  what  has  happened  lately,  makes  me  forgetful  of  him.  Let  it  fuf- 
fice,  that  all  the  troubles  I  have  fuffered,  will  be  known  to  the  King,, 
the  Parliament,  and  the  Englifh  Nation,  by  the  letters  I  have  written- 
to  Lord  Pigot  and  the  Governor  General,  and  that  they  will  fee  by  thofe 
letters,  how  much  their  honour  has  fuffered  by  the  treatment  I  have  re- 
ceived. As  neither  a  right,  nor  was  it  my  purpofe  to  interfere  in  your 
affairs,  therefore  in  the  letter  which  I  wrote  tor  the  Governor  General, 
previous  to  Lord  Pigot's  fufpending  the  members  of  the  Government,  I 
had  nothing  to  fay  but  to  declare  my  readinefs  to  co-operate  tov  the  ut- 
mod  of  my  power  and  abilities,  in  any  meafure,  for  the  advantage  of 
the  Company,  and  the  benefit  of  the  Carnatic.  The  times  and  the  cir- 
cumftances,  and  the  fituation*  of  the  neighbouring  powers,  are  fuch,  that 
they  require  we  fhould  employ  our  utmaft  efforts  for  the  public  fafety. 
At  a  juncture  when  meafures  ought  to  have  been  taken  for  defending, 
©urfelves  againft  the  hidden  defigns  of  the  French  and  Hyder  Ally,  and 
for  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  Company  and  Carnatic,  the  time  has< 
been  taken  up  in  quarrelling  with  the  beft  Ally  of  the  Englifh  Nation, 
in  India,  and  in  vain  and  ufelefs  difputes.  By  the  grace  of  God,  you 
and  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  will-  immediately  fit  on  the  public 
affairs,  and  take  meafures  for  the  fecurity  and  augmentation  of  the  pub- 
lic good,.  I  on  my  part,,  am  in  all  refpe&s  mod  heartily  ready  to  give 
affiftance  to,  and  promote  the  good  .of  the  Englifh  Nation..  It  is  not  in. 
the  power  of  language  to  exprefs,  how  happy  you  and  the  gentlemen 
©f  Council  have  made  me,  by  the  affurances  you  have  given  me  in  your 
fetter,  of  your  determination  to  fhew  me  every  mark  of  your  refpeft,  and 
of  the  friendlhip*  and  protection  of  the  Company.     What  can  I  fay  more ! 

Agreed  that  the  receipt  be  acknowledged,  and  that  the  Nabob  have 
the  ftrongeft  affurances  of  our  fupport  and  protection.. 

The; 
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The  Prefident  acquaints  the  Board,  that  having  applied  to  Mr,  Ma- 
jendief  Clerk  to  the  Tjeafury,  for  Lord  Pigot's  Key,  he  told  the  Pre* 
fidcnt,  that  it  was  in  his  Lordihip's  pofleffion,  on  which  the  Prefident 
defired  Mr,  Majcndie  would  officially  apply  to  his  Lordfbip  for  it,  Ml* 
Majentfie  reports,  that  he  did  wait  on  his  Lordlhip,  and  that  his  anfwer 
was  to  the  following  purport. 

That  he  had  applied  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes  for  the  prote&ion  of  the 
King's  flag,  that  he  cxpe&ed  in  confequence  to  be  very  foon  on  board 
his  Majefty's  ftiip  now  on  the  road,  and  fhould  there  be  able  to  deter- 
mine  what  to  do ;  that  his  key  was  locked  up  with  his  private  papers, 
and  that  therefore  from  his  prefent  fituation  he  could  not  get  at  it. 

The  Prefident  acquaints  the  Board,  that  having  applied  to  Chocopah 
about  the  purchafe  of  50,000  dollars  which  the  Board  had  refolved  on 
the  .  fhould  be  purchafed  and  fent  to  Fort  Marlbro',  in  confequence 

of  their  application  to  us,  in  order  that  the  fame  might  be  ihipped  on 
board  the  Snow  Fprtune,  now  under  difpatch  for  that  Prefidency,  Cho- 
copah Chitty  replied,  that  he  did  receive  an  order  from  Lord  Pigot,  to 
purchafe  dollars  for  that  purpofe,  but  that  the  orders  was  foon  after 
countermanded  by  Lord  Pigot,  before  he  could  have  an  opportunity  to 
purchafe  any,  who  informed  him  that  no  part  of  the  fum  ordered  in 
confutation  fhould  be  fent  to  Fort  Marlbro', 

The  Board  cannot  on  this  occafion  help  remarking  this  further  inftance 
of  Lord  Pigot's  inattention  to  their  orders,  by  having  taken  upon  him* 
felf  to  counteract  a  meafure,  which  it  was  thought  the  indifpenfable  duty 
of  this  Board,  to  adopt  for  providing  the  neceflary  refources  to  the  gen- 
tlemen at  Fort  Marlbro',  to  enable  them  to  conduct  the  Company's 
affairs  at  that  Prefidency,  and  of  which  fupply,  they  muft  evidently  be 
in  great  need,  from  having  alfo  requefted  of  us  a  further  fupply,  which 
nothing  but  the  difaefs  of  this  fettlement  for  fpecie,  prevented  the 

Board 
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Board  from  complying  with,  at  the  time  they  refolved  to  fend  the  abov- 
mentioned  fapply  of  50,0.00  dollars. 

Refolved,  That  dollars  to  that  amount  be  immediately  purchafed  and 
fent  by  the  Snow  Fortune,  if  poflible,  that  this  only  conveyance  which 
may  offer  for  fome  time  may  not  be  loft. 

Ordered,  that  the  difpatches  of  Fort  Marlbro'  be  immediately  pre- 
pared, to  forward  by  the  Snow  Fortune. 

30.  Received  late  this  night,  letter  from  Major  Harney  to  Richard  Jofepb 

Sulivan,  Efq\  Militdrj  Secretary. 

SIR, 

In  confequence  of  the  orders  contained  in  )*our  letter,  I  applied  to 
Lord  Pigot  for  the  Company's  general  Letter  per  Triton,  and  fuch  other 
public  papers  that  might  be  in  his  Lordfhip's  poffeffion ;  and  "fignified 
to  him  the  Board's  wilh,  that  he  would  fend  fome  gentleman  of  fecrecy 
to  feleft  the  public  from  his  private  papers,  in  the  prefence  of  the  two 
Secretaries;  His  Lordfhip's  anfwer  is  as  follows  :  That  he  has  demanded 
the  protection  of  the  King's  flag,  as  foon  as  he  obtains  that,  he  Ihall 
conclude  himfelf  in  fafety,  and  ihall  then  give  fuch  anfwer,  as  he  may 
judge  the  moft  proper,  till  then,  he  declines  giving  any  anfwer  to  the  re* 
quifition  I  have  made  for  the  delivery  of  any  of  the  papers  or  letters,—* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 

Mount,  humble    fervant> 

Anguft  30th,  1776. 

MATTHEtW  HORNE. 

6  C  AT 
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AT  A  CONSULTATION,  Auguft  31ft,  1776. 

PRESENT, 

George   Stratton,  Efq-   Ptefident. 
Hienry  Brooke  Sir  Robert  Fletcher. 

Charles  Ftoyct  Archdale  Palmer 

Francis  Jourdaa:  George  Mackay. . 

The  minutes  of  lafl  confultation  read  and  approved* 

# 

Ordered  that  Captain  Maule^  of  Engineer,,  do  proceed  toTanjore,  t&> 
take  charge  of  the  works  to  be  carried  on  there*. 

» 

Agreed  that  Lieutenant  Hiflop  be  employed  at  Tanjore^  as  an  afliftant 
Engineer.. 

'    Received  the  following  from  Major  Home,  commanding  at  the  Mounts 


To  Richard  J.. Sulivan>  JE/j... Military .  Secretary* 


SIR, 


ON  receipt  of . your  letter  of  yefterday,.  I  communicated  to  my  Lord* 
Pigot  the  diredions  it  contained  from  the  Board.  His  Lordihip  has  jufl: ; 
now  delivered  to  me  in  writing  the  following  anfwer, ,  viz. . 
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In  confequence  of  what  you  communicated  to  me  refpe&ing  my  dis- 
patches for  England  by  the  Grenville,  I  am  to  inform  you,  that  I  require 
that  Mr,  Dalrymple,  who  has  been  fo  good  to  affift  me  as  my  Secretary, 
and  Captain  Wood,  my  Aid  de  Camp, .  be  permitted  to  go  on  the  Gren^ 
ville  with  my  letters  to  England.'.  " 

L  have  the  honor  to  be, , 

m 
9 

Sir,. 

Your  moft  obedient  ■ 

Mount,  humble  fervant, 

*       3fft  Auguft,  1776.* 

MATTHEW  HORNE- 


Agreed  to  write  the  following  anfwer.  * 


To  Major  Matthew  Horne,  commanding  the  Artitkrj  at, the  Mount: 
SIR,,' 

HAVING  laid  before  the  Board  your  letter  to  me  of  this  date,  I  'am ; 
direfted  by  them  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Lord  Pigot,  that 
Mr.  Dalrymple  and  Captain  Wood  have  their  permiffion  to  proceed  to  > 
England  on  the  Grenville  with  his  LordfliipV  difpatches. . 

lam, , 

Sir,. 

Fort  St.  George,  Your  moft  obedient  fervant, , 

31ft  Auguft,  .1776. . 

RICH. ,  J.  SULI  VAN,  Secretary.. . 

Rcadl 
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Read  a  reprefentation  from  Comaroo,  touching  Lord  Pigot*s  treat* 
ment  of  him  at  Tanjore,  with  depofitions  of  Kiftnagur  and  Soubarow, 

To  the  Honour  allc  George  Strattort,  Efq.Pre/ijent  and  Governor^  (jfr.  Council 

of  Fort  5/.  George. 

The  humble  reprefentation  of  Comaroo. 

I  HUMBLY  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  Honour,  &c.  that  Lord 
Pigotf  on  the  iicond  day  after  hi*  arrival  at  Tanjore,  being  the  9th 
of  April,  treated  me  in  a  mod  cruel  manner,  for  vifiting  the  Rajah  on 
the  night  before  without  his  Lo^llhip's  leave :  and  further  to  injure  me, 
I  underftand  his  Lorddip,  fince  his  arrival  here,  hath  made  mifreprefen- 
tations  to  the  Board,  that  I  intruded  myfelf  on  the  Rajah,  againft  the 
"Rajah's  confent,  at  eleyen  o'clock  at  night,  -difturbed  the  Rajah  in  his 
repofe,  diffuaded  him  from  admitting  an  Englifli  Garrifon  in  the  Fort, 
though  one  had  been  there  fome  weeks  before,  and  that  I  acquainted  the 
Rajah,  I  was  fupported  by  feven  members  of  the  Council:  alfo,  that 
I  propofed  the  renting  of  his  whole  Country. 

What  hath  been  his  Lordfhip's  view  in  alledging  thefe  accufations 
againft  me  I  cannot  fay,  but  I  am  ready  to  give  fufficient  proofs  that 
"they  are  falfe  and  groundlefs. 

•  • 

It  is  well  known  that  I  have  refided  in  that  part  of  the  country  for 
fome  years? pad;  that  I  have  had  the  management  of  many  very  confider- 
able  concerns,  as  well  for  myfelf  as  others,  and  that  I  have  been  many 
years  well  known  to  the  Rajah. 

*  A  few  days  before  his  Lordfhip's  arrival,  I  came  down  to  this  place 
from  the  Tanjore  country  on  bufinefs,  and   as  it  was  reported  the  Go- 
vernment 
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vernment  of  that  Province  would  be  reftored  to  the  Rajah,  I  wiihed  to 
Vifit  his  Lordihip  before  my  return,  and  was  introduced  to  him  by  Go-* 
Vernor  Wynch  and  Mr.  Crawford.  When  his  Lordihip  was  fetting  off  for 
Tanjorc,  I  never  had  any  other  leave  from  his  Lordihip,  than  that  Mr. 
Benfield  told  me,  he  had  mentioned  to  his  Lordihip,  that  I  had  the 
management  of  his  concerns,  and  that  his  Lordihip  was  pleafed  to  fay, 
I  might  attend  at  Tanjorc;  accordingly  I  went  with  Mr*  Benfield,  wh# 
accompanied  his  Lordihip. 

On  the  8th  of  April  in  the  morning,  his  Lordihip  arrived  at  ,Tanjore* 
and  vifited  the  Rajah,  and  paid  him  a  fecond  vifit  that  evening.  I  had 
not  Conceived  there  was  any  impropriety  in  vifiting  the  Rajah,  and  it 
appearing  to  me  that  there  was  free  liberty  with  the  permiffion  of  the 
kajah  to  do  fo,  efpecially  as  I  had  feen  Moodoo  Kiflnah,  his  Lordihip's 
Dubaih,  vifit  him  even  before  his  Lordihip  came  into  the  Fort,  and 
that  he  was  again  with  him  in  the  afternoon;  alfo  that  one  Appoo,  who 
was  Conicopoly  to  Colonel  Rofs,  and  Major  Stevens  went  frequently  to 
and  from  the  Rajah,  and  likewife  that  Colonel  Harper's  Dubaih,  and 
feveral  others  of  the  place  vifited  the  Rajah  mahy  times  in  the  day;  im- 
tnediately  after  his  Lordihip's  retiring  from  his  vifit  to  the  Rajah  on  the 
evening  of  his  arrival,  a  little  after  8  o'clock,  I  fent  up  my  name  to  the 
feajah  by  his  fervants;  the  Rajah  immediately  fent  out  orders  that  I  fliould 
come  to  him;*  I  accordingly  went  to  him,  accompanied  by  Kifinajee 
Punday,  a  Soucar,  and  Soobarbw,  a  man  of  family,  both  refidents  of 
Tanjore* 

The  Rajah's  fervants  conduced  toe  to  the  Rajah,  who  was  (fending 
in  the  midft  of  a  large  hall,  with  a  number  of  his  fervants*  and  Colonel 
Harper's  Dubaih;  I  there  paid  my  refpedts  to  him;  the  Rajah  chearfulty 
accepted  of  my  Nazir,  and  received  me  as  one  long  known  to  him,  for 
%vhoxH  he  tad  regard  and  friendihip ;  he  enquired  after  me,  talked  of 

60  the 
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the  will  of  providence  and  his  obligations  to  the  Englifh  Nation  :  I  then 
took  my  leave  and  came  away. 

The  next  morning  his  Lordflnp  fent  for  me,  and,  in  the  prefence  of 
Mr.  Chambers,  told  me  that  I  was  recommended  to  him  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford,  that  he  gave  me  leave  to  come  to  Tanjore,  to  manage  fuch  bu- 
finefs  as  he  might  think  proper  to  command,  and  that  I x  went  to  the 
Rajah  without  his  leave;  this  was  all  the  charge  hi*  Lordfhip  gave  me, 
and  without  letting  me  reply  in  juftification  of  myfelf,  he  proceeded  to 
diftionour  and  difgrace  me,  treating  me  in  the  moft  violent  and  cruel 
manner  on  the  public  parade,  and  caufing  me  there  to  be  flogged.   ^ 

What  could  have  incited  his  Lordiliip  to  fo  malicious  a  conduft  to- 
wards me  I  am  a  ftranger  to ;  he  might  have  heard  the  knowledge  I 
had  of  the  Rajah,  and  of  the  Tanjore  country,  and  of  the  friendly  dif- 
pofition  of  the  Rajah  towards  me.  I  pofitively  deny  that  I  intruded  my- 
felf on  the  Rajah,  in  the  manner  fet  forth  by  Lord  Pigot,  but  waited 
on  him  in  a  feafonable  hour,  after  having  previoufly  obtained  his  per- 
miffion  to  do  fo ;  and  then  not  a  fyllable  more  paffed  but  words  of  cere- 
mony and  compliment,  no  part  of  which  had  the  fmalleft  tendency  to 
what  his  Lordfhip  chufes  to  advance  againft  me. 

Kiftnajee  Punday  and  Soobarow  were  in  company  the  whole  time  1  was 
with  the  Rajah ;  they  are  both  here,  and  are  ready  to  teftify  what  I  have 
herein  fet  forth  to  your  Honour,  &c. 

There  hath  been  repeated  orders  given  throughout  the  Tanjore  Pro- 
vince, fince  it  has  been  under  Lord  Pigot's  influence,  that  no  perfon 
ihould  have  any  manner  of  connexions  with ;  that  they  ihould  not  fpeak 
to  any  of  my  people,  hor  permit  them  into  the  Fort,  or  let  them  remain 
in  any  part  of  the  Province :  in  this  manner  hath  Lord  Pigot  endea- 
voured  to  diftionor,  difgrace,  and  ruin  me.     Thd  charafter  my  parents, 

my 
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my  family,  and  myfelf,  have  fupported,  is  well  known  to  all  the. gen- 
tlemen here,  as  well  as  to  the  people  of  the  country.  The  lofles  I  have 
fuftained  in  my  concerns  from  thofe  violences  and  injuries  amount  to  a 
very  confiderable  fum,  and  I  am  totally  at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed  in  them. 

I  hope  for  the  protection  of  your  Honor,  &c.  and  that  juftice  may  be 
done  me  for  the  injuries  I  fuffer,  which  I  have  thus  humbly  taken  the 
liberty  to  reprefent. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  enclofe  for  your  information  the  declarations  of 
Kiftnajee  Punday  and  Soobarow,  taken  on  oath  before  the  Mayor;  they  are 
ready  to  anfwer  any  queftions  your  Honour,  &c.  may  chufe  to  put  to  them. 

I  am,  with  great  refpeft, 

« 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

Madrafs,  Your  devoted  humble  fervant* 

31ft  Auguft,  1776. 

COMAROO, 

Declarations  of  Kiftnajee  Punday  and .  Soobarow. 

On  the  8th  of  April  laft  Lord  Pigot  arrived  at  Tanjore,  and  vifited 
the  Rajah  that  night  after  8  o^lock;  and  after  Lord  Pigot  came  away 
from  the  Rajah,  Comaroo  fent  in  his  refpe&a  to  the  Rajah,  who  that  mo- 
ment fent  out  orders  for  Comaroo  to  come  to  him.    We  accompanied 
him  the  whole  time  he  was  with  the  Rajah ;  three  of  the  Rajah's  fervants 
came  before  to  condutt  us  to  the  Rajah,  who  was  Handing  in  the  Ra- 
mafwamy  Mahal;  fome  of  his  people  and  Col.  Harper's  Dubaih  were 
there;  the  Rajah  was  overjoyed  to  fee  Comaroo,  he  accepted  his  Nazir, 
enquired  after  him,    faid,    what    can  be    compared  to    the    favour 

the 
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■ 

the  Englifli  Nation  hath  done  ?  Such  words  of  compliment  paffed  between 
them,  but  not  a  word  upon  any  bufinefs :  then  we  took  leave  and  came 
away;  this  is  all  that  paffed. 

Madrafs, 

31ft  Auguft,  1776* 

Sworn  to  before  me,    JOHN  TURING,   Mayor* 

In  confequence  of  the  above  representation,  conformably  to  the  refold* 
tion  of  Council  of  14th  June,  that  Comaroo  fliould  be  fent  for,  as 
alfo  fuch  perfons  as  were  prefent  during  the  converfation  between  him 
and  the  Rajah*  .as  related  by  Lord  Pigot,  Comaroo  is  ordered  to  attend 
the  Board  this  evening,  with  Kiftnajee  Punday  and  Soobarow,  in  ordtf 

that  they  may  be  examined. 

« 

Read  the  following  declarations  of  Lieutenant  Colonil  fiidiftgton,  and 
Serjeant  Shaw,  of  Lord  Pigot's  conduft,  on  the  27th  of  Auguft. 

A  narrative  of  the  particulars  that  pafied  on  the  riight  of  the  27th  o£ 
Auguft  1 776,  betwixt  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  George  Pigot,  late 
Prefident  of  the  Council  at  Fort  Su  George  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  James  Edington,  Adjutant  General  of  the  troops 
on  that  eftabliftuiient,  who  was  fent  to  the  Mount,  by  order  of  Colo- 
nel James  Stuart,  commanding  the  forces  of  the  Honorable  Eaft  India 
Company,  on  the  Coaft  of  Coromandel  during  the  indifpofuion  of  Briga* 
dier  General  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  &c.  &C4  in  order  to  receive  the  perftxl 
of  the  faid  George  Lord  Pigot  from  Major  Mathew  Home,  command* 
ing  the  artillery,  under  whofe  charge  his  Lordfhip  then  was,  and  re* 
move  him  to  the  Fort-of  Chingleput,  which  is  about  36  Englilh  miles 

from  Madras*     That  on  the  faid  night,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Edington 

....♦••-  ■  *■ 

arrived  at  the  Mount  about  half  after  ten  j  and*  purfuant  to  his  inftrufii- 

ons 
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OtiS)  lent  a  note  to  Major  Home,  acquainting  him  of  his  arrival,  and  re- 
queuing to  know  when  he  ftiotfld  wait  upon  him  agreeable  to  dire&ions 
lent  Major  Home  the  fame  day,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Edington  received 
the  following  anfwtr  t 

S  I  R, 


I  have  received  your  note,  the  prefent  is  the  beft  time.    I  am* 


Sir** 


Your  humble  Servant, 


>  - 


(Signed)    MATTHEW  HORNE*      ' 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Edington  on  receiving  the  above  arifvrer,  inl* 
Mediately  drove  to  ^f  ajor  Hfrne's,  being  then  a  little  paft  eleven,  where 
he  found  the  Major  walking  in  the  Veranda  with  Lord  PigOt*  and  Lieu* 
tenant  Fire-worker  Gibfon,  of  the  Artillery^  who  was  then  officer  of  the 
guard,  to  whom  he  delivered  a  letter  from  Colonel  Stuart*  ordering 
him  to  deliver  up  his  Lord  (hip  into  his  cuftody.  Oil  pcfufing  the  faid 
letter  he  (Major  Home)  and  Lieutenant  Colonel^Edington  walked  up 
to  Lord  Pigof,  the  former  acquainting  him  of  the  6rders  he  had  re- 
ceived |  and  the  latter^  that  he  had  permillion  to  allow  him  a  few  mi* 
nutes  to  feled  what  valuable  articled  his  Lordlhip  chufed  to  take  wjth 
him*  After  which*  the  Colonel  informed  him*  that  his  Lordfhip  mult 
go  in  the  chaife  with  him  to  a  place  where  he  was  ordered  to  efcort 
him,  and  there  he  would  be  treated  whh  every  mark  of  refpe&i  his 
Lordlhip  then  demanded  where  the  Colonel  intended  to  carry  him  ?  but 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Edington  not  being  permitted  to  tell  him,  could 
Only  repeat  the  former  affurances  he  bad  given  of  his  perfonal  fafcty,  on 

£  £  which 


(    476    ) 

which  his  Lordftiip  declared,  that  he  was  very  weU  treated  where  be 
was,  and  was  under  the  charge  of  a  brave  man,  who  had  four  hun- 
dred artillery  men  under  his  confmand  that  would  protedt  him  *,.at  the 
fame  time  declaring,  unlefs  he  was  carried  to  hii  fort  at  Madrafs,  or  or* 
beard  his  Majefty's  (hip  of  war  the  Salifbury,  then  lying  in  Madrafs 
roads,  that  he  (Lieutenant  Colonel  Edington)  (hould  never  carry  him  to 
any  other  place  alive.  Whereon  Major  Home  and  the  Colonel  told  him 
that  the  orders    were    pofitive,   he  muft  go  immediately.  ■    On    this 

r 

he  threw  his  arms  about  Major  Home,  claimed  his  prote&ion,  re- 
peating his  former  refolution  of  not  ftirring  alive  from  thence.  He 
{hen  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  centries  and  folaiere,  to  the  following 
purpofc :  I  am  your  lawful  Governor,  appointed  by  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, and  none  but  they  have  a  power  to  take  from  me  my  com? 
million ;  thofe  who  have  attempted  to  do  ir,  and  all  concerned,  are 
Rebels,  damned  Rafcals,  who  I  will  hang  every  one.  I  have  been  forty 
years  in  the  Cofnpany-'s  fcrvice ;  once  taken  prifoner*,  I  defended 
Madrafs,  when  laid  fiege  to  by  the  French,  and  obliged  them  to  raife 
H,  for  which  I  received  the  thanks  of  my  King  and  Country,,  a*  well  as 
of  the  Honorable  Company  ■,  at  the  fame  time  created  a  Peer  of  Ire- 
land, and  a  great  deal  to  the  above  effedt*,  adding,  you  are  all  my 
foldiers,  you  are  four  hundred  brave  fellows,  and  I. will  march  at  your 
head  againft  all  the  forces  on  the  coaft,  and  concluded  with  the  mod 
opprobrious  language  againft  the  prcfent  Governor  (Mr.  Stratton)  and 
Council,  w^o,  he  faid  were  legally  fufpended  the  Company*5  fervice  by 
him,  and  the  majority  of  the  Council  *,  and  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ed- 
ington, pointing  to  him,  was  one  of  the  Villains  or  Rafcals  who  had 
made  him  prifoner  j  aflifted  by  that  Rafcal  Stuart,  after  accepting  of  "the 
command  of  the  army  from  him,  and  giving  him  his  honor  that  he  would 
fupport  him  in  every  thing.  About  this  time  Meffieurs  Monckton, 
Eblrymple,  and  Lathom,  made  their  appearance,  the  two  former  ufing 
fuch  grofs  and  abufive  cxpreffions^  particularly  Monckton,  againft  the 

Governor 
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Governor  Mr.  Stratton,  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  Col. 
Stuart,  and  ill  who  obeyed  their  orders,  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  Edington 
never  heard  eeritlemen  make  ufe  of  before.  On  the  arrival  of  Meffieurs 
Monckton,  Dairy mple,  and  Lathom,  the  Officer  fell  hi"  his  guard,  and 
marcherf  it  within  *'  few  paces  of  Majof  Hbrne's  Vefanda;  when  Lieu- 
tenant  Colonel  Edington  judged  it  then  the  proper  opportunity  to  exe- 
cute his  orders,  and  addrefling  the  guard,  told  them  that  he  came  there 
by  the  exprefs  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops,  who  was 
empowered  by  the  Governor  (Mr.  Stratton)  and  the  reft  of  the  Council, 
and  demanding  in  a  peremptory  manner  Mrhethfer  or^not,  they  would 
obey  their  orders  vefted  in'  him.  This'  he  repeated  a  fecond  tirfie,  and 
the  ofiktr  replied,  he  would  obey  Major  Home's  orders:  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Edington  then  took  Major  Home  afide,  and  aiked  him  if  he  was 
certain  of  the  fidelity  of  his  troops  ?  who  replied,  he  would  -anfwer  for. 
them  with  his  life..  That  they  (Lieutehant  Colonel  Edington  and  Major 
Home)  ( agreed  not  to  proceed  further,  until  they  had  received  frefli  in- 
ftru&ioas  from  the  Board,  provided  his  Lofdfhip  would  give  his  word  of 
honour  that  he  would  make  no  attempt  to  efcape,  or  employ  agents  to 
tamper  with  the  troops,  which,  from  intercepted  letters  and  other  cir- . 
cumiUnces,  the  Board  had  reafon  to  fufpeft.  His  Uordfliip  gave  his 
honor  accordingly,  and  nothing  farther  was  done. 


Madras,  30th 
Aug.  1776. 


JAMES  EDINGTON,  Adjutant  Gen. 


Sworn  before  me    JOHN  TURING,  Mayor. 


.„•/ 
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The   following  U  as  near  potfible  'the  difcourfe  that  happened  at 
the  Mount  on  Thurfday  night,  the  27th  Auguft,  1776. 

Colonel  Edington  went  to  Major  Horne  and  Lord  Pigot  at-Majof 
Home's  houfe ;  where  fome  converfation  pafled*  but  my  being  at  too 
great  a  diftance  prevented  •  me  froip  hearing  any  thing  for  almoftfive 
minutes,  when  at  that  tip*  1  heard  Lord  Pigot  declare,  with  an  oath,  that 
he  would  not  go  with  Colonel  Edington  alive,  un left  Major  Horne  would  let 
fomeof  thofe  te-ave  men  (poituing.to  the  artillery  men)  guard  htm  to  his  fort, 
or  on  board  the  Admiral  (hip*    Major  Hofne  laid  that  was  iajpoflible* 
as  he  muft  abide  by  order  of  Council :  Lord  Pigot  (aid  there  cottfd  be 
no  orders  without  his  concurrence  *,  that  hi  was  Governor,  and Urn  fedt 
out  by  the  Court  of  Directors*  and  that  none  but  theto  coiild  appoint 
another.     Colonel  fidington  told  his  Lordfcip,Jthat  it  was  his  doty  he 
was  performing,  and  hoped  his  Lordfhip  would  go  With  *im  *  to  all 
which  his  Lordfhip  aflfwered  in  the  negative.    During  this  time,  there 
came  two  gentlemen,  the  one,  I  heard,  was  a  Mr.  Monckton,  and  the 
other  a  Jufltice  of  Peace.    Major  Horne*  faid  to  one  of  thefo  gentlemen 
he  mud  not  corfte  there*  to  which  he  anfwered*  (hen  you  (halt  knock 
me  down.     Colonel  Edington  then  enforced  his  arguments  ftrongly  with 
my  Lord,  requeuing  him  to  go  with  him,  as  he  fhould  be  taken  care 
of;  to  all  which  my  Lord  would  not  confent.     By  this  time,  the  Officer 
commanding  the  guard  de fired  the  Serjeant  to   march  the  guard  in, 
which  was  done;  then    Lord  Pigot  addrefied  himfelf  to  the  foldiers, 
claiming  their  affiftance  and   ptote&iom    .  Colonel  Edington  afked  the 
officers  of  the  guard  if  he  did  not  obey  the  Company,  or  who  he  obeyed  ? 
I  could  not  hear  what  anfwer  the  officer  of  the  guard  maqk,  but  he 
pointed  his.fworcl  to  Major  Horne;  then  Major  Home,  Lord  Pigot,  and 

•  •  • 

"the  two  men  came  our,  and  my  Lord  harrangued  the  foldiers  concerning 
his  length  of  time  in  the  country,  which  he  faid  was  forty  years,  and 
that  he  at  all  times  was  a  foldier's  friend  j  and  other  fueh  like  expref- 
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.   fions.    Colonel  Edington  told  his  Lordihip,  he  hoped  he  would  go  with 
him,  as  it  was  for  chat  reafon  he  came  there  *,  to  which  my  Lord  Pigot 
faid,  he  would  not ;  the  gentleman,  who  was  the  Juftice  fa  id,  they  (as 
I  fuppofe,  meaning  the  Council)  had  not  acled  with  propriety ;  Colonel. 
Edington  faid,  he  could  not  fee  what  bufinefs  or  concern  you  (meaning 
the  Juftice)  have  here*  to  which  he  anfwered,  as  being  a  Juftice  of  Peace; 
Colonel  Edington  faid,  he  was  no  Lawyer ;  to  which  my  Lord  Pigot  in- 
terrupted him,  faying  he  was  a  Lawyer,  Counfcllor,  and  Governor,  and 
.  alio  was  made  a  Lord  by  his  matter;  he  then  afked  thole  brave  men  if 
he  did*  not  work  with  them  at  the  fiege  of  Madrafs,  and  if  he  was  not  a 
good  foldier?     I  then  heard  Colonel  Edington  fay,  it  was  of  no  ufe  har- 
ranguing  the  foldiers,  and  defired  Lord  Pigot  to  return  in  the  houfe  ; 
my  Lord  faid,  he  would  not  for  no  fuch  villain,  and  that  he  would  not 
go  from  there,  unlefs  Major  Home  would  lee  thofe  brave  men  guard 
him  to  his  Fort  again;   Major  Home  faid,  that  was  impoflible,  as  it 
was  the  Council's  Orders  for  Colonel  Edington  to  take  hij&  from  hence  -, 
Lord  Pigot  faid,  the  fcoundrels  and  villains  ought  to  be  (hot;  to  which 
one  of  the  gentlemen,  which  I  believe  was  Mr.  Monckton,  faid,  they 
ought  to  be  hanged,  (hooting  was  too  good.    My  Lord  faid,  the  vil- 
lains with  a  party  of  Sepoys  feized  him  from  his  chaife,  and  faid  Colo- 
nel Stuart  invited  himfelf  to  fupper,  and  then  like  a  villain  gave  me  up 
to  you  ;  the  villain  and  fcoundrel,  add  re  fling  himfelf  to  Colonel  Eding- 
ton ;  he  alfo  called  Captain  Lyfaught  a  frondrel,  as  alfo  every  one  in  the 
Fort.     Colonel    Edington  defired  him  to  defift  from  fuch  exprefllons, 
telling  my  Lord,  it  was  not  proper  to  ufe  them  again  ft  the  Council. 
Colonel  Edington  called  Major  Home,  out  and  had  fome  conversation 
with  him,  which  I  could  not  hear,  and  at  their  return,  Major  Home  de- 
fired my  Lord  to  make  himfelf  eafy ;  and  Major  Home  told  Colonel 
Edington,  that   he  would   anfwer  with  his  life  (that  as  his  Lordihip 
was  determined  not  to  go,  unlefs  he  went  to  the  Fort,  and  was  guarded)^, 
he  fhould  not  go  from  his  houfe,  unlefs  by  Order  of  Council ;  when, 

/»  6  F  after 
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'  after  fome  converfation  relative  to  his,  Lord  Pigot's  going  with  Colonel 
Edington,  which  my  Lord  abfolutely  refuted,  the  guard  marched  back, 
and  Lord  Pigot,  Colonel  Edington,  and  Major  Home,  returned  into 
the  houfe;  the  other  two  gentlemen  took,  their  leave  and  went  away  ,  after 
which  I  heard  no  moic. 

GEO*  SHAW. 


Madrafs,  30th 
Aug.  ^776* 

Sworn  to  before  me 


Serjt*.  7th  Battaln.  of  Sepoys* 


JOHN  TUltlNG,  Mayor. 


Wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Juftice  Le  Maiftre,.  according  to  refolution  of 
jefterday. 

Read  the  following  letter  from  Major  Home. 


m 

To  the  Honorable  George  Stratton,  EJqy  Prefi&ent  and  Governor,  6fc 

Council  of  Fort  &•  George* 

Honorable  Sir  and  Sirs* 


I  received  your  orders  of  yeftertfay*  at  half  paft  ten  ofcloclr,  and  im- 
mediately caufed  enquiry  to  be  made,  if  Captain  Tonyn  was  at  the 
Mount*  or  had  been  fecn  there,  but  could  fearn  no  intelligence  of  him* 
and  I  am  confident  he  has  not  been*  nor  is  now  at  the  Mount. 
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Juft  as  we  we  retiring  to  reft,  his  Lordfhip  was  informed  that  a 
company  of  Europeans,  and  another  of  Sepoys,  were  marched  out  of 
the  Fort,  and  that  fome  gentlemen  in  two  carriages  were  with  them. 
His  Lordihip  was  alarmed  •,  however,  about  an  hour  afterwards  he  went 
to  reft.  I  have  ordered  Captain  Clifton  to  Trichinopoly,  and  dire&cd 
him  to  proceed  this  day.  I  have  juft  heard  Colonel  Nixon  is  arrived  this 
morning  at  Mr,  Monckton's,  on  his  way  to  Yellore. 

I  am,  with  refpeft, 

Honorable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

Your  moft  bumble  Servant, 

Mount  $ift  MATTHEW  HORNE* 

Aug.  1776. 

Adjourned  till  6  this  Evening. 

To  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Pigot,  Prejtdenty   and    Governor,    fcfo 

Council  of  Fort  St.  George. 

Right  Honorable.  Sir  and  Sirs, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  two  Hircaras  came  hi  from  Seringapatam 
this  morning,  and  declares  Hyder  Ally  Cawn  is  making  evtfry  prepara- 
tion to  come  againft  Madura  and  Trichinopoly  countries}  he  is  drawing 
his  troops  together  from  all  quarters,  and  has  fixt  his  jundy  and  formed 
his  clmp  to  the  Eaftward  of  Seringapatam,  with  a  very  heavy  train  of 
artillery.  This  report  I  fhould  fuppofe  has  fom$  grounds  for  being'  true* 
a*  a  Romifh  Pricft  from  Dindegal  has  wrote  to  the  Owower  Prieft, ;^f*> 

ft  ml 
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fcnd  awty  all  his  effects  without  lofs  of  time,  or  he  muft  expe£t  to  fliare 
the  fate  of  war.  This  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  you  the  earlieft 
intelligence,  at  the  fame  time  (hould  deem  it  a  negleft  in  not  fetting 
forth  the  great  deficiency  of  (tares  in  this  garrifon ;  though  many  indents 
have  been  made,  none  has  been  anfwered  -,  fhould  there  be  occafion  for  a 
detachment  to  move,  we  have  not  a  flint  to  fupply  them,  nor  any  tar  for 
our  gun  carriages,  and  only  300  barrels  of  powder. 

V 

« 

In  confequence  of  expe&ed  troubles  I  have  thought  proper  to  make 
fome  neceffary  repairs  In  the  Fort,  and  have  taken  fome  Hircaras  into 
the  fervice,  as  it  requires  that  I  may  be  able  to  give  you  every  intelli- 
gence in  due  time,  Wifhing  thefe  proceedings  by  me  may  meet  with 
the  Hight  Honorable  Board's  approbation, 

I  am,  with  the  profoundeft  refped, 

Right  Honorable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

Your  mod  obedient  and  mod: 

Faithful  Servant, 

Trichinopoly,  28  EDWd.  JAMES. 

Aug.  1776 

•    The  Prefident  is  defired  to  inform  himfelf  of  the  intelligence  the 
Nabob  may  hare  received  from  Seringapatam. 

The  .military  ftareJcceper  acquaints  the  Board,  that  the  (lores  inden- 
ted f6r  have  been  lent  to  Trichinopoly*. 

^-..-  ...  •-« 
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AT   A   CONSULTATION 

PRESENT, 

George  Stratton,  Efquire,  Prefident, 

Henry  Brooke,  Archdale  Palmer, 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  Francis  Jourdan, 

Charles  Floyer,  George  Mackay. 

Comaroo,  Kiftmajee  Punday,.and  Soobarow,  are  called  before  the  Boards 
and  examined  as  follows. 

Queftion  t.  Did  you  force  your  way  into  the  Rajahs  houfe,  on  the  8th, 
April,  at  eleven  o'clock,  at  night  ? 

Anfwer.  No. 

Queftion  2.  Did  you  propofc  to  the  Rajah  to  rent  his  whole  countryy 
telling  him  that  you  was  fupported  by  feven  members  of  the  Council? 

Anfwer.  No,  I  did  not, 

Queftion  3.  Did  you  tell  the  Rajah  that  Lord  Pigot  would  recommend 
to  him  to  admit  an  Ehglifli  garrifon  into  his  fort  ?  and  did  you  at  the  fame 
time  endeavour  to  diffuade  him  from  admitting  the  garrifon  ?." 

Anfwer.  No. 

Queftion  4,  Did*  you  tellthe  Rajah,  thatLord  Pigot  would  probably  advife 
him  to  dfcpend  on  the  Company  for  the  protection  of  his  country,  which  he 
was  by  no  means  to  comply  with,  but  on  the  contrary  to  reply,  that  he 
would  defend  his  country  in  the  fame  manner  as  his  father,,  and'  that  he 
did  not  want  fuch  afliftance  I 

Anfwer.  No. 

Queftion.  5.  Did  Lord  Pigot  charge  youwith  having  faid  the  above  to.the 
Rajah  when  you  were  at  Tanjore? 

Anfwer.  No, 

Queftion  6.  Propofed  by  Sir  Robert  Fletcher.  Had  you  ever  any  conver- 
fation  with  any  member  of  the  Council,  previous  to  your  going  to  Tanjore, . 
touching  the  fubjedt  matter  of  the  lecond  Queftion  to  which  you  have  aU 
ready  anfwered  ? 

Anfwer.  No,  I  never  had. 

Queftion  7.  Propofed  by  the  Prefident.  Can  you  recolleft  what  paflcd 
between  you  and  the  Rajah.,  when  you  were  at  TaDjore,  in  the  feveral  con- 
ventions you  had  with  hi.n? 

Anfwer.  I  have  fet  rzAh  every  thing  that  pafled  between  the  Rajah  and 
me  in  my  regrefentation, 

6  N  Queftion. 
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Queftion  8.  Did  Lord  Pigot  ^ive  you  no  kind  of  reafon  for  ordering  you 
to  be  publickly  punilhed  at  Tanjore? 

Anfwer.  No  other  reafon  whatfoever  than  that  I  waited  on  the  Rajah 
without  his  permiflion. 

Queftion  9.  Did  you  fee  and  converfe  with  the  Rajah  only  once  during 
the  time  you  were  at  Tanjore  ? 

Anfwer.  Only  once.  •  ■ 

Comaroo  then  relates,  as  followeth :  Lord  Pigot  had  not  feen  the  Rajah 
before  1  was  fent  for  on  the  9th  April  in  the  morning  j  the  reprefentation 
againft  me  therefore  mull  have  come  from  Moodoo  Kiftna,  his  lordlhip's 
Dubafh  ;  for  the  Rajah  1  know  for  a  certainty  had  noVackeels  of  his  own, 
nor  indeed  do  I  believe  Vackeels  were  employed,  but  if  they  were,  they 
mud  have  been  thcVackeels  of  Moodoo  Kiftnah.  Moodoo  Kiftnah  it  is  well 
known,  is  a  profeffed  enemy  of  mine,  by  him  therefore  his  lordfhip  muft 
have  been  influenced  to  load  me  with  that  ignominy  and  difgrace,  for  which 
nothing  in  the  world  can  be  an  adequate  compenfation.  'My  chara&er 
from  my  childhood  is  intimately  known  to  many  of  you  gentlemen  now 
prefenr,  as  well  as  to  others  in  this. Settlement;  and  I  am  well  convinced 
\ou  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  believe  I  have  ever  conduced  myfelf  with 
the  ftri&eft  propriety,  both  with  refpeft  to  the  Honourable  Company's 
Government  and  to  every  gentleman  in  their  fcrvice.  The  injuries  I  have 
fuftained  have  been  fo  grievous,  that  I  could  not  but  apply  to  this  Honour- 
able Board  for  redrefs \  you  well  know,  gentlemen,  how  peculiarly  difgrace- 
ful  it  muft  be  to  a  man  of  my  religion  and  circumftances  to  be  publickly 
flogged;  the  ftain  it  leaves  remains  not  only  on  me,  but  my  family  like- 
wife  partake  of  ir,  and  thereby  become  unjuftly  involved  in  what  is  the 
fevcreft  punifhment  that  can  be  infli&ed  on  men  in  this  country  guilty  of 
the  moil  atrocious  crimes. 

Queftions  to  Kiftnajee  Punday,  Soucar. 

Queftion  1.  Were  you  with  Comaroo  when  he  vifited  the  Rajah  of  Tan- 
jore in  April  lad? 

Anfwer.  Yes,  I  was. 

Queft-.on  2.  At  what  hour  of  the  night  was  it? 

Anfwer.  Ab  ut  nine  o'clock  at  night. 
.    Queftion  3.  Did  Comaroo  force  his  way  into  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore's  houfe 
the  night  he  vifited  him? 

Anfwer.  No,  he  did  not  force  his  way  into  the  Rajah's  houfe. 

Queftion  4.  Did  Comaroo  propofe  to  the  Rajah,  in  your   hearing,  to 
rent  his  whole  country,   telling  him  that  he  waV  lu^ported  by  feven  mem* 
:bcrs  of  the  Council?  s^  - 

Anfwer. 
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Anfwer.  No,,  he  did  not. 

Queftion  3.  (As  to  Comaroo?) 

Anfwer.  No,  Comaroo  did  not  fpeak  upon  the  fubje^. 

Queftion  4.  (As  to  Comaroo?) 

Anfwer.  No  fuch  words  ever  came  from  Comaroo. 

Queftion.  Were  you  near  enough  to  hear  diftin&Jy  all  that  patted  be- 
tween the  Rajah  and  Comaroo? 

Anfwer.  I  wasclofe  to  both  the  Rajah  and  Comaroo,  and  therefore  could 
hear  di&indlly  every  thing  that  paffed. — 

Soobarow  Amuldar  called  before  the  Board. 

< 

Queftion  i.  The  queftions  put  to  him  the  fame  a$  to  Kiftnajee  Punday  ? 

Anfwer.  I  was  with  Comaroo  when  he  vifited  the  Rajah  in  April  laft. 

Queftion.  2. 

Anfwer.  After  eight  o* Clock. 

Queftion  3. 

Anfwer.  No,  he  did  not  force  his  w*y  in  the  Rajah's  Houjfc. 

Queftion  4. 

Anfwer.  No,  he  di$  not. 
'Queftion  3.  (As  to  Comaroo?) 

Anfwer.  Not  a  word  pafled  upon  that  fubjed. 

Queftion  4.  (As  to  Comaroo?) 

Anfwer.  Comaroo  never  faid  any  fuch  thing  to  the  Rajah. 

Queftion  5.  Were  you  near  enough  to  hear  diftin&ly  all  that  pafled  bo 
twten  Comaroo  and  the  Rajah  ? 

Anfwer.  I  was  fo  near  the  Rajah  and  Comaroo,  that  I  could  not  but  hear 
every  thing  that  pafled  between  them. 

TheBoard  are  well  fatisfied,  from  the  depofitions  of  Kiftnajee  Punday  and 
Soobarow  before  the  Mayor,  as  well  as  from  the  declarations  of  Comaroo, 
and  their  evidence  in  his  favour,  that  what  has  been  alledged  againft  him 
by  Lord  Pigor,  muft  have  proceeded  from  unjuft  reprefentations  made  to 
his  Lordfhip  by  Moodoo  Kiftnah,  his  Lordfhip's  Dubafh,  or  his  adherents. 
Comaroo,  it  appears,  fo  far  from  forcing  his  way  into  the  piefence  of  the 
Rajah,  was  conduced  to  him  by^bme  of  the  Rajah's  own  fervants,  and 
kindly  received  ;  and,  during  the  whole  of  his  vifit,  confined  his  dilcourfe 
to  mere  matters  of  compliment  (as  related  by  the  above  perfons  who  ac- 
companied him)  without  once  touching  upon  bufinefs  of  any  kind.  And 
indeed,  if  it  be  remembered  that  bufinefs  is  never  the  fubjeft  of  converfa- 
tion  at  firft  vifus  in  this  country,  it  wiilieem  very  improbable  that  Comaroo 

fhould 


r 
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ftiould  break  through  to  univerfal  an  eftabliihed  cuftom.  In  (fcort,  the 
Board  cannot  lot  be  convinced,  from  what  has  now  appeared  before  them, 
that  Comaroo  is  entirely  innocent  of  the  charges  lodged  againft  him  by 
Lord  Pigot ;  for  as  he  faw  the  Rajah  but  once  during  the  time  he  was  at 
Tanjore,  and  as  at  chat  interview  nothing  further  palled  between  them 
than  words  of  compliment,  k  is  impoffible  he  could  have  fpoke  to  or  advifed 
the  Rajah  in  the  manner  fet  forth  by  his  Lordfliip,  The  Board  cannot  there- 
fore heficate  to  declare,  in  juftiee  to  an  innocent  and  oppreffed  man,  that  they 
deem  the  ignominious  punilhment  inflicted  on  Comaroo  by  orders  of  Lord 
Pigot,in  caufing  him  to  be  publickly  flogged,to  be  altogether  unmerited  on 
his  part,  and  highly  illegal  on  that  of  Ms  Lordfliip;  and  the  more  particularly 
lb,  as  his  Lordfhip  did  not  accufe  him  of  any  mifdemeanors,  or  bring  even 
a  charge  againft  him,  till  many  days  after  his  return  from  the  Tanjore 
country-  As  to  Comaroo's  pretended  declaration  of  being  fupportei  by- 
/even  Members  of the  Council,  and  ofadvifing  the  Rajah  not  to  admit  an 
Englifh  garrifon  into  his  fort,  although  the  Company's  troops  were  then  in 
k,  and  had  been  there  for  fome  time,  thefe  matters  fpeak  for  themielves* 
and  are  therefore  unworthy  of  remark. 

Read  the  following  Letter  from  Mr.  Torriano* 

S  I 


I  underftand  that  a  letter  is  delivered  in  to  the  Board,  to  which  my  name 
ia  figned  contrary  to  my  defire ;  I  therefore  defire  you  will  pleafe  to  ac- 
quaint the  Board,  that  it  was  too  haftily  done  by  me,  and  that  I  have  infifted 
mpon  it's  being  takenout  again  before  it  was  delivered  in,  becaufe  I  appre- 
hended I  had  not  done  right.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  my  name  erafed; 
but  I  requeft  you  will  inform  the  Board,  that  I  hope  they  will  not  con  fid  er 
it  as  an  action,  of  mine,  fori  do  not  think  my  (elf  a  proper  judge  in  the 
matter*. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Fort  Sr.  George^ 
$i£  Auguft,  1776*.  Your  moll  obedient  humble  fervant, 

W.H,  TORRIANO. 


At 
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At   ^CONSULTATION, 

Sunday,  iJk 
PRESENT,  September. 

»  «      .        . 

The  Honourable  George  Stratton,  Efquire,  Governor,  Prefidcnt. 

Henry  Brooke,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher, 

Charles  Floyer,  Archdale  Palmer, 

Francis  Jourdan,  George  Mackay. 

Read  and  approved  the  Proceedings  of  Yefterday. 

Received  the  following  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Mr.  Juftice  Le  Maiftre. 

To  Charles  Oakley \  Efq.  Secretary. 

*  »         • 

SIR, 

I  have  received  the  honour  of  your  letter,  and  have  perufed  (and  that  not 
for  the  firft  time)  his  late  Majefty's  royal  charter,  bearing  date  at  Weftmin- 
fter  in  the  26th  year  of  his  reign,  enabling  and  eftablifliing  a  Court  of  Judi- 
cature within  the  town  or  fa&ory  of  Madrafpatnam,  by  the  name  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Madrafpatnam,  who  are  thereby  authorized  to 
try,  hear,  and  determine  all  civil  fuits,'a&ions,and  pleas,  between  party  and 
party,  that  (hall  or  may  arife  or  happen,  or  that  have  already  arifen  or  hap- 
pened within  the  faid  town  of  Madrafpatnam,  or  within  any  of  the  fa  do- 
ries fubjeft  or  fubordinate  unto  Fort  St.  George  aforefaid,  or  to  the  faid 
Governor  or  Prefident,  and  the  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  aforefaid,  except 
fuch  fuits  or  actions  (hall  be  between  the  Indian  natives  of  Madrafpatnam 
only,  in  which  cafe  the  fame  is  to  be  determined  among  themfelves,  unleft 
both  parties  (hall  by  content  fubmit  the  fame  to  the  determination  of  the 
faid  Mayor's  Court, 

His  Majefty's  writ  of  habeas  corpus,by  the  common  law,  is  a  prerogative 
writ  of  a  very  high  nature,  and  can  only  be  iflued  by  the  fuperior  courts  of 
Weftminfter-Hall,  unlefs  warranted  by  £xprcfs  words  in  a  charter  granted 
by  his  Majefty,  or  by  general  or  fpecial  words  under  the  authority  of  an 
aft  cf  parliament;  and    however  defirable  it  may  be  that  a  writ  To  bene- 
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ficial  to  the  fubjedt  Jhoutd  be  emended  to  the  remeteft  parts  of  the  Britilb 
Empire,  1  am  forry  to  fay,  I  can  Bad  no  claufe  which  warrants  the  iffuiog  of 
it  in  the  charter  enacting  and  eftabliQung  the  (aid  Mayor's  Court,  which  I 
have  now  before  me. 

The  ftatute  of  Charles  II,  commonly  called  the  habeas  corpus  ad,  moft 
clearly  relates  to  the  Superior  courts,  and  the  judges  thereof*  in  Great- 
Britain  only. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Fort  St,  George, 
31ft  Auguft,  1776.  SIR, 

* 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervanr, 

S.  C.  LEMAISTRE. 

The  following  Letter  was  in  coofequence  immediately  wrote  to  Major  Home 

.7*  Major  H*rn%  commanding  the  ArtilUry  at  tin  Mount. 

SIR. 

W  £  received  your  letters  of  the  30th  laft  night,  aad  that  of  the  31S 
this  morning. 

In  the  former  you  acquaint  us,  that  you  had  received  information  that 
feme  of  Lord  Pigot's  friends  were  going  to  petition  the  Mayor's  Court  for 
a  habeas  corpus  for  the  removal  of  his  lord  (hip,  and  requeft  our  inftru&ions 
fhould  the  Mayor's  Court  grant  the  writ. 

We  have  procured  the  opinion  of  Judge  Le  Maiftre,  who  is  the  bed  law 
authority  here  upon  this  point,  and  we  underftand  therefrom,  that  the 
Mayor's  Court  have  no  power  to  grant  fuch  a  writ. 

We  have  received  a  letter  this  morning  from  Captain  Tonyn,  acquaint- 
ing us,  that  in  obedience  to  our  order  he  himfelf  is  coming  to  the  Prcfi- 

fidencyj 
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4teAtyi4F  yM  efvanfeft  t6  ftt  Ittfti  nt  tfcte  ratfdhl,  atoqtnmt  nitt  tnkt  vfe  with 
turn  to  proceed  hither  foitfiddfattty, 

SIR, 
Fort  Sc  George, 
3  i  ft  Augott,  1 77$.  Your  <noft  obedient  fo-Vaats, 

GEORGE  STRATTON,  &c.  Council. 

Read  the  following  Letter  from  Major  Home. 
ft  the timura&k  Gtergt  Strati**,  Efy.  Present,  G«tcrMr,&;.  CtiAtilif  Fett 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

A  gentleman,  who  fayt  his  name  is  Sfcdgdy,  came  to  nie,  and  fold  he  wai- 
ted on  me  as  attorney  to  Lord  Pigot,  sad  faid,  a  petition  having  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Mayor's  Court  lor  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  he  came  by 
their  authority  to  demand  a  copy  or  fight  of  the  warrant,  or  order,  by  which 
I  held  his  Lordfhip  in  cuAody,  and  made  chat  demand  hi  pretence  of  two 
witnefles  that  accompanied  him:  I  gave  for  anfwcr,  that  I  had  given  Lord 
Pigot  a  copy  of  the  order  I  received  when  his  Liordfliip  was  brought  to  me, 
that  I  could  give  no  other,  or  that,  to  any  perfon  without  inftruftions:  he  took 
this  for  a  refuial,  and  went  away  accordingly. 

I  have  juft  been  honoured  with  your  letter  of  this  day,  in  which  vou  take 
notice  of  having  confuted  Judge  Le  Maiftre,  and  informing  me  of  his  opi- 
nion, and  your  orders  in  confequence.  In  thefe  critical  fituatkms  common 
prudence  requires  the  greateft  qircumfpe&ion  ;  and  as  I  am  not  convcrfant 
in  law  affairs,  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  if  I  am  improper  in  fugged ing, 
that  (hoold  a  fuit  at  law  be  commenced  againft  me,  for  aaing  in  obedienct 
to  your  orders  as  a  military  man,  that  I  ihould  have  feme  fecurity  of  being 
indemnified,  or  that  my  private  fortune  Ihould  not  be  hurt,  or  family  fut- 
fcr.  I  doubt  not,  when  your  Honours  reflect  on  my  fituatton,  (yotfll  be  of 

opinion, 
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opinion,  that  I  ought  to  be  figured  agaiaft  any  damage!  the  civil  law  may 
inflift  for  my  obeying  your  orders  as  a  military  man, 

I  am,  with  great  refpcdk, 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 
Mount,  31ft  Aug. 

1776.     7  P.M.  Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 

# 

MATT.   HORNE. 

Read  General  Letter  from  Bengal,  with  their  Refolutions. 


"  Slo  the  Right  Honourable  George   Lord  Pigot9  Prejtfatt,  GV.    Council  at . 

Fort  St.  George. 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

Oil  the  3  ilk  of  laft  month  we  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  13th,  enclofing  a  copy  of  all  your  proceedings  relative  to  Tanjore; 
We  have  taken  thefe  proceedings  into  our  moft  fcrious  confideration,  and 
have  unanimoufly  agreed  in  reiolutions  on  fuch  parts  of  them,  as  by  chcir 
importance  demanded  our  firfk  and  immediate  attention,  and  by  their  na- 
ture and  tendency  called  or  the  interpofition  of  the  controlling  power 
vefted  in  us  by  Parliament  over  the  Prefidency  of  Madrafs.  We  enclofe 
you  a  copy  of  thefe  refolutions,  and  pofuively  require  you  to  abftain  from 
all  fuch  a£ts  and  declarations  in  future  as  we  have  thereby  condemned; 
declaring  to  you,  that  we  (hall  hold  your  Prefident,  or  any  member  of  your 
Board,  whofhallaft  in  contradidion  to  the  fenfe  of  the  above  refolutions, 
ro  be  guilty  of  a  wilful  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  Nabob,  and  a  dif- 
turber  of  the  peace  of  the  Carnatic. 

*  We  have  confined  our  refolutions  to  fuch  irtdifputed  fa&s,  as  had  a 
difcA  and  immediate  tendency  to  alienate  the  mind  of  the  Nabob  from  his. 
friendfhipand  alliance  with  the  Company,  and  to  interrupt  the  tranquillity 
of  that  part  of  India  ;  but  we  Ice,  on;the  face  of  your  proceedings,  ieveral 
bther  fa£ks,  of  which  we  equally  difapprove,  and  on  fome  of  which  we  think 
,it  iitceffary  to  require  a  further  explanation  from  you. 

We 
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Wc  Cannot  avoid  remarking,  through  the  whole  tenor  of  your  Piefident's 
conduftand  behaviour  to  the  Nabob,  manifrft  fymptoms  of  a  ftrong  per* 
fonai  indifpofition  towards  him,  heightened  by  a  tone  of  authority  unbe- 
coming the  Nabob's  dignity  and  independency,  and  inconfiftent  with  the 
refpedt  which  the  Company  have  in  all  their  letters  directed  to  be  (hewn 
to  him.  A  remarkable  inftance  of  this  has  been  furnifhed  us  by  the  Nabob 
himfclf,  in  the  draught  of  a  letter  prefented  to  the  Nabob  by  Lord  Pigor, 
and  required  to  be  written  by  him  to  his  lordfhip,  containing  an  approval 
of  his  conduit*  and  an  afiliranceof  forgive nefs  for  what  had  pafied.  We 
allude  particularly  to  this  inftance,  becaufe  it  affords  us  at  the  fame  time  too 
ftrong  a  picfumption,  that  the  offers  which  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  has  fo 
H  be  rally  made,  in  oppofition  to  his  own  intereft,  may  have  been  drawn 
from  him  by  the  fame  indircdt  kind  of  influence.  This  is  again  corrobo~ 
rated  by  a  refolution  entered  in  your  proceedings  of  the  25th  of  April, 
that  it  was  neceffary  the  whole  country  of  Tanjore  fhould  be  protected  by 
the  forces  of  the  Company,  and  by  the  requeft  made  by  the  Rajah  a  1  mo  ft 
in  the  fame  words,  at  the  meeting  which  he  foon  afterwardshad  with  the 
Prcfidcnt,  that  the  Company's  forces  might  be  allowed  for  the  protection 
of  his  whole  country  ;  and  is  ft  ill  more  ftrongly  confirmed  by  his  requeft, 
that  the  Company  would  take  what  country  they  thought  proper,  as  a  de- 
pendency on  DevaCotah;  by  his  declaration  that  the  country  of  Tanjore 
was  the  Company's  *  and  that  he  had  only  to  requeft  his  honour  might  be 
preferved;  and  by  his  tender  of  all  the  grain  in  his  dominions  to  be  pur* 
chafed  by  the  Company  ;  which  are  exprcfiions,  fuch  as  were  never  volun- 
tarily ufed  by  any  independent  prince,  however  grateful  he  might  be  for 
the  iervices  rendered  to  him. 

Notwhhftanding  the  requeft  of  the  Rajah  thus  made,  we  cannot  but  con- 
fider  the  meafure  of  employing  the  Company's  forces  for  the  protection  off 
the  whole  country  of  Tanjore,  9s  unwarranted  and  repugnant  to  the  fpirit 
of  the  Company's  orders.  It  is  very  evident,  that  the  Company  intended 
to  reftrift  the  employment  of  their  troops  to  the  garrifoning  of  the  city  of 
Tanjore,  but  left  to  the  Rajah's  difcretion  the  general  defence  of  his  do* 
minions.  The  purpofes  affigned  for  placing  an  Engltfh  garrifon  in  the  fore 
of  Tanjore,  in  the  6th  paragraph  of  their  orders,  and  the  provifion  made  in 
the  1 2th  paragraph  for  the  march  of  their  troops  into  the  country  of  Tan* 
jore  at  the  requisition  of  the  Rajah  in  cafe  of  troubles,  added  to  their  decla- 
ration in  the  7th  paragraph,  that  no  diminution  of  the  Rajah's  authority 
over  his  own  fubjetts  was  intended  by  them,  put  this  coaftruftion  beyond 

6  P  a  doubt* 
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a  doubr,  were  it  neceflary  to  feck  for  negative  arguments  when  a  pofitive 
authority  is  wanting  to  fupport  the  meafure, 

« 

The  fubfidy  fixed  for  the  payment  of  the  garrifon  of  Tanjore,  and  for 
the  other  forces  employed  in  the  protection  of  the  country,  is  another  de- 
viation from  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  which  direft,  that  no 
greater  portion  of  ihe  revenues  (hall  be  afftened  to  the  Company  than  may 
be  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  their  garrifon. 

We  obferve,  that  in  the  motion  made  by  the  Right  Honourable  Prefident 
fof  the  appointment  of  a  Chief  and  Council  to  refide  at  Tanjore,  feveral 
motives  and  objefts  are  afligned  for  it,  which  are  different  both  from  the 
letter  and  fpirit  of  the  Company's  orders  •,  and  that  the  appointment  of  a 
refident  at  Tanjore,  which,  on  failure  of  that  propofal,  was  afterwards  a- 
dopted,  was  declared  to  be  for  fulfilling  the  fame  purpofes  in  part  that  were 
propofed  for  the  Council.  We  lhallfulpend  our  opinion  upon  this  meafure 
for  the  prefent,but  think  it  neceflary  to  defire  that  you  will  furnilh  us  with  a 
copy  of  the  inftru&ions  delivered  to  Mr.  Ruffe),  declaring  at  the  fame  time 
that  we  (hall  confider  any  authority  given  him  to  interfere  in  the.  affairs  of 
that  Government,  as  a  breach  of  the  Company's  pofitive  orders.  At  pre- 
fontwe  cannot  confider  his  appointment  as  having  any  other  objed  than 
the  above.  We  are  much  afraid  it  will  have  that  appearance  in  the  eyes  of 
the  other  neighbouring  powers,  and  that  it  will  be  too  liable  to  fuggeft  to 
them  the  apprehenfion,  that  the  aft  of  reftoring  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  to  the 
poffeflion  of  his  dominions,  was  only  a  pretence  for  veiling  the  Sovereignty 
and  Government  of  that  country  in  the  Company,  under  the  name  of  the 
Rajah  of  Tanjore. 

TheNabob,both  in  his  letters  to  your  Prefident,  and  in  his  correfpondence 
with  this  Government,  has  complained  that  Lord  Pigot  had  caufeii  a  pro- 
clamation to  be  made  in  the  Fort,  and  through  all  the  diftridts  of  Tanjore, 
"  That  no  one  fhould  give  proteftion  or  rice  to  any  of  his  (the  Nabob's) 
"  people,  but  bring  them  forth;  and  even  that  if  any  Perfon  gave  (helter  to 
44  his  fervants,  he  (hotild  be  confidered  as  criminal."  And  that  fome  of  his 
mod  creditable  and  ancient  fervants,  who  were  at  Tanjore,  had  been  treated 
*with  indignity  by  the  dependents  of  LordPigot,  and  that  fome  of  them  were 
*  detained  in  prifon  by  the  Rajah  fo  late  as  in  the  month  of  May  lad."  We 
cxpeited  to  have  found  fome  notice  of  thefe  complaints  in  your  proceedings. 
'We  defire  that  you  will  furnifh  us  with  the  fulleft  information  of  thefa&s  to 
which  they  allude. 

We 


> 
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We  have  alfo  received  a  later  remonft  ranee  from  the  Nabob*  on  the  fubjeft 
of  orders  iflued,  as  he  affirms,  by  Lord  Pigot,  for  the Teizure  of  one  of  the 
Nabob's  principal  fervants,  named  Mahomed  Hebraz  Cawn,  by  a  parry  of 
feapoys,  who  forcibly  entered  the  Kella  of  Woodiacpolly,  belonging  to  him, 
for  that  purpofe,  and  fearched  all  the  houfes  for  the  perfon  whom  they  were 
in  quell  of,  but  not  finding  him,  they  carried  away  and  ill-treated  many  of 
the  inhabitants.  We  defire  to  be  furnifhed  alfo  with  an  explanation  of  this 
affair. 

The  Nabob  has  rcquefted  that  a  Relident  might  be  appointed,  on  the  part 
of  this  Government,  to  remain  with  him.  As  fuch  a  meafure  might  imply  a 
diftruft  in  us,  whether  the  refolutions  we  have  taken  and  now  communicate 
to  you  will  be  efficacious;  we  have  for  the  prefent  determined  to  decline  com- 
plying with  the  Nabob's  defire,  and  hope  an  alteration  in  your  meafures  and 
conduct  towards  him  will  produce  a  return  of  that  confidence  and  attach- 
ment to  your  government,  which  has  fo  unalterably  fubfifted  until  the  late 
unhappy  differences  took  place. 

We  defire  you  will  tranfmit  to  us  a  copy  of  the  orders  delivered  by  Lord 
Pigot  to  Captain  Tonyn  for  tlcorting  the  Dobbcer  to  Tanjore,  and  of 
Captain  Tonyn's  report  of  the  execution  of  thofe  orders;  and  ihat  you  will 
alfo  call  captain  Tonyn  before  you,  and  afk  him  whether  Arrialore  is  an 
open  or  rncloied  town  ?  Whether  he  met  with  any  oppofition  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  orders,  or  in  leaving  the  place  ?  and  in  what  fituation  he  found 
the  Dobbeer?  His  replies  upon  thefe  feveral  queftions  you  will  be  pleafed 
to  tranfmit  to  us,  as  well  as  to  the  Court  of  Diredtors,  by  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity. 

Having  condemned  theexpulfion  of  the  Nabob's  agent  and  troops  from 
certain  diftridls  of  Morawer  and  Nulcoota,  juftice  requires,  and  we  direft, 
that  he  be  permitted  to  repoflefs  thofe  diftrifts,  if  he  ftill  perfifts  in  his  claim 
to  them,  and  that  commifiioners  be  appointed,  in  any  manner  which  lhall 
be  approved  by  his  Highnefs  and  the  Rajah,  to  examine  upon  this  ipoc 
their  refpe&ive  pretentions,  and  to  decide  upon  them  •,  fuch  a  dccifion  ought 
ro  be  admitted  as  binding  on  both  parties;  but  in  cafe  it  Ihould  not  prove 
fo,  or  if  the  commifiioners  fhould  not  agree  in  their  award,  we  defire 
that  a  copy  of  their  proceedings  be  transmitted  to  us,  that  we  may  offer 
our  final  ientiments  and  mediation  upon  them. 

We 
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We  were  defirou*  that  you  fhould  be  apprized  of  thefc  our  fcmimtnts  and 
ttfolutions  before  the  departure  of  the  Grenvilte  for  England,  and  we  hope 
that  the  rcqueft  contained  in  our  letter  of  the  31ft  will  not  have  teen  the 
eccafion  of  much  delay  in  the  difpatch  of  that  (hip. 

We  are, 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fcnrants, 

Fort-William, 

jrthAuguft,  177& 

WARREN  HASTINGS, 
J.  CLAVERING, 
GEO.  MONSON, 
fclCH.  HARWELL, 
P.  FRANCIS. 

Stent  Department*  Extrtft  *f  Ctnfultatien*  ytb  Jh%i#*  1776. 

Copy  of  Refolutions  of  CounciL 

1.  RESOLVED,  That  the  detaching  an  officer  with  a  party  of  the 
Company's  troops  into  the  town  of  Allianore,  fituated  within  the  Nabob's 
dominions,  the  forcing  away  the  Nabob's  guards  ftationed  there,  and  the 
fcizing  his  officers  and  fervants,  with  all  his  papers,  public  and  private,  and 
carrying  them  prifoners  toTanjore,  were  ads  of  hoftility  againft  the  Nabob; 
that  they  were  not  neceffary  to  carry  the  Company's  Orders  and  intentions 
into  execution*  nor  justified  fay  their  inftru&ions  for  reftoring  the  king  of 
Tanjorc. 

a.  RESOLVED,  That  the  threat  expreflcd  by  the  prefident,  perfonally 
to  the  Nabob,  that  he  would  ftation  a  guard  at  the  Nabob's  houte,  for  the 
declared  purpoie  of  intercepting  any  communication  between  him,  the 
Members  of  the  Council,  and  other  Europeans,  his  Majefty's  fubjefts,  was 
aft  invafion  of  the  Nabob's  rights,  as  an  independent  prince,  and  might 
juftly  alarm  him  for  the  iaftcy  of  his  perfon* 


5.  RESOLVED,  That  the  forcible  expulfion  of  the  Nabob's  agents  and 
Stoops  from  certain  diftrifts  of  Marawer  and  Nulcoota*  without  any  pre* 
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vious  application  to  the  Nabob,  was  an  aft  of  hoftility  againft  bis  High- 
nefs,  unauthorized  and  unnecefiary. 

4.  RESOLVED,  That  the  Prefident's  declaration,  That  if  the  gates 
of  Allianore,  or  any  other  gates  in  the  Payen-Gaut,  fliould  be  (hut  again  ft 
the  troops  of  the  Company,  when  they  afked  admiffion  by  his  authority,  it 
would  be  an  improper  return  to  the  man  who  had  put  his  Highnefj  in 
pofltflion  of  them,  implies  a  general  denial  of  the  Nabob's  right  to  refufc 
admittance  of  the  Company's  troops  into  any  of  his  forts  or  garrifons,  and 
founds  that  denial  on  a  fuppofed  perfonal  ingratitude  to  the  PrcGdcnt,  not 
on  a  breach  of  the  regard  and  rriendfhip  due  to  the  Company,  as  if  his 
Highnefs's  obligation  for  being  put  in  pofibfiion  of  fuch  forts  and  garrifons 
was  due  to  the  President  alone,  in  exclufion  of  the  Company. 

5.  RESOLVED,  That  the  Prefidcnt's  declaration.  That  whenever  the 
Nabob's  bufuiefs  fhoojd  be  coone&ed  with  the  intereft  of  the  Company,  he 
would  always  a£t  as  to  him  fhould  appear  proper,  and  make  ufe  of  the 
Nabob's  authority,  was  equivalent  10  an  affum prion  to  himfelf  of  all 
the  powers  veiled  in  the  lawful  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic. 

6.  RESOLVED,  That  thefe  feveral  a£ts  and  declarations,  collectively  and 
firparately,  are  an  infringement  of  the  rights  and  powers  inherent  in,  and  de- 
pendent on  his  Hrghnels's  title,  as  lawful  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  in  which 
character  he  is  acknowledged,  by  the  Treaty  of.  Paris.  That  they  tend  to 
reduce  him  to  a  mere  nominal  Nabob,  and  to  alienate  his  mind  from  that 
faithful  attachment  to  the  Englilh  Company,  of  which  they  declare  they 
have  had  long  experience. 

7.  RESOLVED,  That  the  ads  and  declarations  above  recited  have  a 
direft  and  immediate  tendency  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  Carnatic,  and 
are  unwarranted  and  unjuft. 

8.  RESOLVED,  That  this  Board  will  fupport  the  rights  of  the  lawful 
Nabob  of  the  Carnatic  againft  all  fuch  attempts  in  future;  and  that  they 
will  exert  with  effect  the  power  veiled  in  them  by  the  Legiflature,  of  fuper* 
intending  and.  controlling  the  Government  of  the  Preudency  of  Madras, 
for  the  preservation  of  peace  in  the  Carnatic* 

(A  true  copy) 
Fort  William, 
the  7th  Auguft,  1776. 

J.  P.  AURIOL,  Secretary. 

6  Q^  ORDERED, 
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),  That  the  following  letter  be  fent  to  Major  Ffcrne; 

To  Major  Horne%  commanding  at  the  Mount. 


S  I  Rf 


We  have  received  your  fetter  of>  yesterday**  date,  informing  mt  tfrat  a 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Ssdgcley  had  waited  on  you  at  attorneys  Lord 
Pigot ;  that  he  told  you,  a  petition  having  been  prefented  to  the  Mayor's 
Court  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  he  came  by  their  authority  to  demand  a 
copy  or  fight  of  the  warrant,  or  order,  by  which  you  held  h»  foniflrip  in 
coftody,  and  made  that  demand  in  prefence  of  two  wknefles,  who  accom- 
panied him  y  that  you  gave  for  anfwer,  you  had  furnifted  Lord  Pigot 
with  a  copy  of  the  order  you  received,  when  his  lordfhip  was  brought  to 
you  \  that  you  could  give  no  other,  or  that,  to  any  perfon  whatever, 
without  inftru&ions ;  and  that  ho  took  fad*  declaration  for  a  refufal,  and 
left  you  accordingly. 

In  this,  as  in  all  your  conArfb,  you  hare*  afted  in  foch  a  manner  as  to 

merit  our  entire  approbation. 

Accompanying  wo  fend  you  a  tetter  we  have  received  from  Mr. 
Jufticc  Le  Maiftre,  who  is-of  opinion,  as  you  will  perceive  herein,  that  the 
Mayor's  Court  are  not  legally  authorized  to  iflue  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

We  cannot  hefitate  a  momtftf  in  giving  you  the  indemnification  you 
deem  necefiary,  (hould  any  actions  at  law  be  commenced  againft  you  for 
afting  in  obedience  to  our  orders  :  we  therefore  do  in  this  public  man- 
tier  prbmifc  and  indemnify  you>  ia  the  name  of  ib*C#mpai*yv  ifranyfofics  or 
damages  you  may  fuftam*  in  carrying  into  execmiti*  fc»  OKtero  you  amy 


receive  from  us, 


We  are, 


Fort  Sti  George,  SI  Rf 

ifr  September,  1776* 


Your  moft  obedient  (fcrvttnt,. 
GEORGE  STRATTON,  and  CouneiL 

Read 
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Itead  the  following  Letter  from  Major  Horne,  accompanied  by  a  law  ftoni 

Mr.   Dairy  mplt,  Co  Mr.  Secretary  Stfli van, 

91?  £.  J,  Sdrvmty  E%.  A&itery  Secretary. 
SIR, 

M  Y  Lord  Pigoc  has  defired  me  to  forward  the  accompanying  general 
taxes  to  you. 

1  hmt  thahoaottr  ta  be, 

SIR* 

Mount* 
September  rib,  1 77^  Yon*  mrfb  obedient  hafnUc  fenriM^ 

MATTHEW    HORNE. 

Mr.  Dcdrympkfr  coaspfiaents  to  Mr.  Secretary  SuKvan,  returns  from 
Lord  Pigot  the  draught  of  the  general  letter,  and  defires  a  copy  may  be 
made  in  the  offlcefer  him  cofign,  and  that  my  minute  of  the  10th  June,, 
and  the  other  minuter  ia  the:  lift  Mr.  Baine  had,  maybe  copied  for  his 
Lordfhip,  and  fent  to  him  a*  foon  as  done*. 

Wrote  the  following  letter  to  Major  Home. 

To  Major  Hornty  commanding  at  tht  Mount. 
SIR, 

I  HA.V  E  seteuml  your  fetters  of  this  date,  and  have  the ordtftfof 
thePrefident  and  Coancilr  to  defire  yon  will  iftform  Lord  PigoC>  tha*  at* 
dwi»ghube.a(iftantar  in:  the:  pnbfar  offices  are  fuHy*  employed  in-  the  Com* 
pany's  bufinefs,  yet  a*  they  am  defiroot*  hi*  LattHhip  fhoaH  meet>  with*  a* 
kind  of  impediment  in  preparing  his  advices  for  England,  they  have  given, 
me  dire&ionsi  ta  furaiftr  aim  with  copies  of  thole  paper*  H©  has-  ntfto 
applied  for. 

I  am,  S  I  R, 
Fort  St.  George,, 
ill  September*  1726*  Tour  moft  obedient  fervanr, 

R.  J.  SULLVAN,  Secretary; 

ORDERED, 
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ORDERED,   that  the   following  letter  be  written  by  the  Secretaries  to 

Alexander  Dalrymple,  Efquire. 

To  Alexander  Dalrymple,  Efy. 

S  I  R, 

W  E  received  the  notes  which  you  wrote  us  feparately  the  27th  ultimo y 
defiring  to  know  if  you  were  debarred  accefs  to  the  Company's  records. 
Having  laid  thefe  notes  before  the  Board,  we  are  di reded  by  them  to  ac- 
quaint you  (hall  be  furnilhed  from  our  refpe&ive  offices  with  copies  of 
fuch  papers  as  may  concern  yourfelf9  if  you  defire  them,  but  they  cannot 
permit  you  to  have  accefs  to  any  of  the  Company's  records  in  the  office. 

We  are,   SIR, 

Fort  St.  George, 
1  ft  September,  1776.  Your  mod  obedient  fervants, 

CHARLES  OAKELEY, 
R.  J.  SULIVAN. 

To  which  Mr.  Dalrymple  made  the  following  reply. 

To  Mr.  Secretary  Oakety,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Sutivan. 

GENTLEMEN, 

IHAVE  received  your  joint  letter,  that  I  am  debarred  accefs  from  the 
Company's  records,  but  may  have  copies  of  fuch  papers  as  relate  to  myfelf; 
I  therefore  defire  copies  of  all  my  minutes,  and  the  minutes  of  the  other 
members  in  anfwer  to  them,  or  to  which  they  ate  in  anfwer. 

ift  September,  1776.  Your  humble  fervanr, 

A.  DALRYMPLE. 


'  , 


Read  the  following  Letter  from  Colonel  Harper, 


Te 


j 
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To  the  Honourable  George  Stratton*  E/q.  Prefident  and  Governor,  £?V.  Council  of 

Fore  Se.  George* 

Honourable  S  I  R  and   SIRS, 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  25th  inftant,  covering 
your  orders  on  a  proclamation,  which  (hall  be  read  at  the  head  of  the 
troops. 

If  I  find  it  neceflary  the  proper  difpofition  of  the  troops  (hall  be  made, 
and  the  two  battalions  (hail  be  drawn  nearer  the  place,  as  you  defire-,  and  no- 
thing in  my  power  (hall  be  wanting  for  the  welfare  and  fafety  of  the  place* 
Should  any  thing  worthy  of  your  notice  occur,  you  may  rely  on  the  earlieft 
information.  I  have  wrote  Colonel  James  according  to  your  orders,  with 
whom  I  (hall  correfpond  for  ths  mutual  fecurity  of  both  places. 

I  have  allured  the  Rajah  of  your  protection  and  friend  (hip,  and  that 
though  an  alteration  had  happened  in  Council,  it  made  not  the  lcaft  differ* 
ence  to  the  fecurity  of  his  Government. 

'  I  remain  with  the  greateft  refpeft, 

Honourable  S I R  and  S I R  S, 
Tanjore, 
29th  Auguft,  1 776.  Your  moft  obedient  humble  (ervant, 

H»  HARPER. 

WR  OTE  the  following  letter  to  the  Governor-General  and  Council  of 
Bengal,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  their  letter,  and  refactions  of  the 
7th  Auguft,  received  this  morning. 

To  the  Honourable  Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  Governor»General%  &fc.  Council  of 

Bengal. 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

W  E  have  this  day  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter,  dated  the  7th 
ultimo,  with  copy  of  the  rcfolutions  which  you  havepafled  on  the  proceed- 

6  R  inga 
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ings  trabfmitted  to  ytfu  by  the  Swallow,  and  your  Honour,  &c;  may  be 
adored,  that  we  fiiall,  as  foon  at  poffiblc,  fay  every  attention  to  the  various 
matters  therein  contained. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

^Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

Fort  St.  George,  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants; 

i  ft  September,  1776. 

^  GEORGE  STRATTON,  tec.  Council. 

Adjourned  till  Tuefday  morning  eight  o'Clock. 

The  Council  having  met,  and  there  being  no  bufinefi,  agreed  to  adjourA 
till  to-morrow  morning  at  eight  o'Clock. 


FORT  St.  GEORGE,2d  September,  1776. 

ad.  Difpatched  the  following  •  letter  to  Lieutenant,  Colonel  Harper,   com- 
manding at  Tanjore. 

SIR, 

We  have  received  your  letter,  dated  the    »  ■       ■        and  hope  the 
Rajah's  mind  will  ere  this  be  quieted;  we  rely  on  your  taking  every  oppor- 
tunity to  convince  him,  that  it  will  ever  be  our  firm  refolution  to  fup port 
him  in  all  his  juft  rights,  and  not  on  any  accouat  to  permit  interference 
with  his  Government. 

■ 

As  we  underftand  that  Comaroo  has  been  ordered  by  Lord  Pigot  not  to 
go  to  Tanjore,  we  think  it  neceflary  to  inform  you,  that  the  charges  againft 
him  have  been  very  ftriftly  enquired  into,  and  that  he  having  been  acquitted 
thereof,  has  our  permiflion  to  proceed  to  Tanjore  on  his  own  bulinefs. 

Captain 


\ 
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Captain  Matrie  i*  appointed  .ait -engineer,  and :  Lieutenant  Hiflop  affiftant 
.engineer  at  Tanjore,and  you  will  of  courfe  give  them  all  the  affiftance  they 
jnay  haveocca&on  for. 

We  are,  SIR, 
.Fort. St  George, 
a  d  .SepMmbqr,  1 7  76.  Your  moft  obedient  hu  mble  fer vants, 

GEORGE  STR  ATTON,  &c.  Council. 

At  a  CONSULTATION,        *  Tuefiuyi 

3d  Sept, 

PRESENT, 

The  Honourable  George  "St^atton,  E(q. 

Henry  Brooke  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

Charles  Floycr  Archdale  Palmer 

.  Francis  Jourdan  George  Mackay 

Haviqg  rtaken  under  confederation  the  Jettcrfrom  the  Governor-General 
rand  Council,- wkb  their 'ttftdutions,  wcvc^ppy  to  find  that ^thc  Governor* 
General  and  Council  conceive  in  opinion  with  qs,  on  tfcc  feveral  points  re* 
ferred  to  them  with  refpedt  to  Lord  Pigot's  condudt. 

RESOLVED,  that  Copies  of  the  abovo  J$«er(  and  reflations  ,go  num- 
bers in  our  packet  by  the  Grenville,  and  that  the  Nabob  bcTfurniftied  with 
a  copy  «o£  the  faid  Tefoiutions.  ,  Though  thdfe  refolu tion$  fo  materially  affed 
Lord  Pigot's  conduit,  and  we  could  wiJhtofiirnifh  him  alfo  with  a  copy  of 
them,  as  well  as  of  the  letter  from  the  Governor-General  and  Council;  yet 
as -we  i  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  doiog  it  at  this  time  might  givejhim 
uneafinefs,  and  in  his  prefent  fuuatioa  might  be  con  fide  red  by  him  as  done 
with  that  intent,  it  is  agreed  for  thefe  reafons  to  defer  fendipg  them  to  his 
Lordfl>ip. 

,The  Prudent  lays  before  the  Board  the  following,  letters : 

T  ran  flat  ion  of  a  letter  from  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  add  re  fled  to  George 
Stratton,  Efq,  Beh*u<fcr,  Gempor  of  Fprt  St.  George. 

The  letter  you  was  pleafed  to  write  me  on  the  25th  Augufl  was  brought 
.to  me  on  the  28th  inftant  by  Colonel  Harper,  who  explained  the  contents 

of 


(    5»»    ) 

of  it.  I  am  happy  to  find  that  you  are  Governor  for  the  Company  at  Fort 
St.  George.  I  have  fent  you  a  drefs  in  teftimony  of  my  joy,  which  I  hope 
you  will  receive;  I  am  under  the  greateft  obligations  to  the  Company; 
they  have  relieved  me  from  my  difficulties;  and  have  (hewn  me  every  mark 
of  refpeft.  I  place  entire  confidence  ia  them ;  they  bear  the  burthen  of  my 
concerns.  I  am  happy  that  the  Council,  thofe  entrufted  by  the  Company, 
are  united  in  their  defire  of  affifting  me  ->  for  this  reafon  I  pray  to  God  for 
your  fuccefs.  My  Vackeels  do  always  attend  upon  you;  beplcafed  ta 
ihew  favour  to  this  country.    What  can  I  fay  more  ? 

Tranflation  of  two  letters  from  the  Vackeel  at  Tanjore,  to  his  VackccI 

heir,  26th  Aug.  1776; 

Tranflation  of  a  letter  from  Opputo  Roodragie  Pundit,  dated 

2  6th  Aug.  1 776. 

Tour  letter  of  the  inftartt  reached  my  hands ;  the  enclofed  letter 
therein  for  the  King  I  delivered  to  him ;  the  copy  of  the  letter  for  Europe 
was  perufed  by  him;  and  thereupon  the  King  fent  for  the  Padre,  and  pro- 
-poled  to  him  in  my  prefence  concerning  the  faid  copy  ;  and  in  two  days 
hence  it  will  be  tran flared  into  Englilh  and  finished ;  as  foon  as  this  is  done,  I 
will  difpatch  it  immediately. 

What  further  affairs  you  have  there,  and  whatever  dire&ions  I  am  to 
follow  here,  pleafe  to  advife  me. 

Tranflation  of  a  letter  from  Opputo  Roodragie  Pundit,  dated 

27th  Aug.  1776. 

Until  Tuefday  the  27th  inftant  I  am  in  health  at  Tanjore;  I  (hall  be  very 
glad  to  hear  of  your  health  alfo  *  in  company  of  the  Padre  the  letter  was 
wrote;  as  it  chiefly  confided  of  the  inland  country  accounts,  was  the  reafon 
of  the  delay  ;  to-day  it  will  be  quite  finiflied,  and  to-morrow  it  (hall  be 
difpatched  to  you  by  the  Tappy  without  further  delay :  it  fliall  be  dis- 
patched to  you  to-morrow  by  the  Tappier.  What  further  affairs  you  have 
there,  and  whatever  dire&ions  I  am  to  follow  here,  pleafe  to  advile  me. 

*    ORDERED,  That  Copies  of  the  laft  letters  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Go- 
vernor-General, and  Council  of  Bengal  with  our  remarks  thereon. 

Read 


I    5*9    > 

Road  the  following  fettgr  for?  jyeutpnajit  CotopeJ  Jwnef. 

To  the  Honourable  George  S$ratfqijh  $q.  P^deijit  and  Governor^  &c. 

Council,  at  Fort  St.  George. 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

Your  inftrudions  reached  me  late  yefterday ;  and  agreeable  thereto  I 
this  morning  put  them  into  execution,  by  reading  at  the  head  of  the  troops 
in  garrifon  the  Honourable  Board's  Proclamation. 

With  all  due  refpe&s, 

I  am, 

Jtavwritfe  #&  w4  ^?> 

Trichinopoly,  29th 
Aug.  1776.  Your  moft  obedient  and  molt 

humble  fervant, 

EDWARD    JAMES. 


Before  we  take  Sir  Edward  Hughes's  letter  of  the  imiw  W<fo  $V*~ 
fideration,  it  is  unanimously  agreed,  that  the  Prefident  requefts  his  attendance 
at  this  Board  to-morrow  morning,  that  he  may  inform  us  what  fccurity  he 
will  give  this  Government  for  the  prefcrv^tion  of  the  public  peace,  and  that 
the  tranquillity  of  the  coafr,  now  fo  perfeftty  efcMtifhed,  will  not  be  en* 
dangered  by  our  confenting  to  the  removal  of  Lord  Pigot  from  under  our 
authority. 

Fort  St,  George,  4th  September,  1776. 

3d.   Dtfpatched  a  letters  Mr.  Daniel 

To  Mr.  James  Daniel,  Paymafter  at  Madura  and  Pglamcotab. 

SIR, 

The  Prefident  and  Council  having  been  pleafed  to  appqipt  you  a  piember 
of  the  Committee  of  -Circuit,  I  am  dise&ed  by  .them  ft>d*lifC  jw  MA*  dp- 

6  S  liver 
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liver  over  your  refpe&ive  charges  to  the  Commandants  of  Madura  and 
Palamcotah,  and  repair  to  Vizagapatam,  where  the  Committee  is  ordered 
to  affemble,  as  foon  as  you  conveniently  can. 

Fort  St.  George,  I  am,  SIR, 

3d  Sept.  1776. 

Your  mod:  obedient  fervant, 

R.  J.  SULIVAN,  Sec. 

The  Prefident  this  day  wrote  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes. 

DEAR  SIR, 

The  Board  is  very  defirous  of  your  meeting  them  in  Council,  and  have 
unanimoufly  defired  I  would  requeft  you  would  do  (6  at  any  time  that  ma; 
be  mod  fuitable  to  you* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  much  efteem, 

DEAR    SIR, 

Fort  St.  George,  Your  moft  obedient  fervanr, 

Tuefday  Evening. 

GEORGE    STRATTON. 

* 

Fort  St.  George,  4th  Sept.  1776.. 
At  a  CONSULTATION, 
P    R    E   S   E   N    T% 
The  Honourable  George  Stratton,  Efq.  Governor,  Prefident. 

Henry  Brooke  Sir  Robert  Fletcher 

Charles  Floycr  Archdale  Palmer 

Fran  c  is  Jou  rdan  G  eorge  Mackay 

• 

Sir  Edward  Hughes  attending,  is  introduced  into  the  Council  by  the 
Prefident,  and  being  feated,  the  affidavits  of  Lieutenant* Colonel  Edingtoun 

and 
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and  Serjeant  Shaw,  and  the  Commiffion  of  Government  being  read  to  him, 
the  following  minute  and  queftions  are  put  to  him. 

The  public  condutt  of  Lord  Pigot,  by  fafts  already  publifhed,  having 
fubverred  the  conftitution  of  the  Company,  and  rending  to  produce  anarchy 
and  confufion,  the  maintenance  of  the  Company's  orders*  as  well  as  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  public  affairs,  Juftify  the  ftcps  that  have  been  taken  to  prevent 
the  further  progrefs  of  Lord  Pigot's  illegal  and  arbitrary^  proceedings. 
The  peifedt  knowledge  of  Lord  Pigot's  violent  temper  (as  further  appears 
by  the  above  mentioned  affidavits)  led  the  Board  to  put  fuch  reftraint  upon 
his  perfon  as^the  public  peace  feems  to  lequire.  Whoever  therefore  claims 
an  authority  to  give  fan&uary  or  prote&ion  to  Lord  Pigot,  independent  of 
the  Prefident  and  Council,  muft  previoufly  give  fatisfaftory  affurances, 
that  they  will  be  anfwerable  for  the  confequences  that  may  refult  prejudicial 
to  the  intereft  of  the  Eaft-lndia  Company,  and  that  the  public  peace  of  the 
Camatic  will  not  thereby  be  difturbed^ 

Will  Sir  Edward  Hughes  pledge  himfelf  to  be  refponfible  to  the  Board, 
and  to  their  condiments,  that  the  condu&  of  Lord  Pigot,  fuppofing  him  to> 
be  removed  from  under  their  authority,  will  be  fuch  as  that  the  tranquillity 
of  the  Company's  fettlements,  and  of  the  Carnatic,  now  happily  eftablifhed, 
fhall  not  thereby  be  difturbed  ? 

Will  Sir  Edward  Hughes  be  anfwerable  that  Lord  Pigot,  when  removed 
from  under  the  authority  of  the  Prefident  and  Council,  give  no  encourage- 
ment to  meetings  or  affemblies,  private  or  public,  which  may  tend  to  divide 
the  fervants  and  dependants  of  the  Company,  by  publifhing  a  manifeft,  or 
orders,  in  oppofitipn  to  theprefent  Government  ? 

In  cafe  Lord  Pigot  is  put  on  board  the  Salifbury,  in  the  manner  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hughes  by  his  letter  defires,  will  he  be  anfwerable  that  Lord  Pigot 
does  not  land  in  any  part  of  ths  Company's  poffeflions  in  the  Camatic,  or 
dependencies  under  this  Prefidency  i 

Will  Sir  Edward  Hughes  be  anfwerable  that  Lord  Pigot  is  forthcoming 
at  any  time  the  Board  or  the  Eaft-lndia  Company  require  it  ? 

As  Sir  Edward  Hughes  has  heard,  among  others,  that  Lcrd  Pigot  de- 
clares he  does  not  value  his  life,  but  wants  his  liberty,  will  he  be  refpon- 
fible that  no  individual,  either  European  or  native,  fhall  fuffer  ia  his  life, 
charafter  or  property,  from  his  Lordfhip's  being  permitted  to  go  OP  board 
his  (hip  ? 

Since 
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Since  it  is  well  known  that  Lord  Pigot  has  declared  he  would  march 
into  the  fortrefs  of  Fort  St.  George  the  moment  he  got  the  prefcnt  rcftraint 
removed,  fudt  a  ftepon  the  part  of  his  Lordlhip  might  endanger  his  life, 
and  that  of  many  others  ;  will  Sir  Edward  Hughes  be  anfwerable  for  the 
confequences  of  fuch  a  ftep  ? 

When  the  Salifbury  mull  neceffarily  quit  the  coaft  on  approach  of  the 
Monfoon,  or  any  other  account,  fuppofing  Lord  Pigot  to  be  on  board,  in 
what  manner  is  Sir  Edward  then  to  difpofe  of  his  Lordfhip,  fo  as  to  fecure 
the  public  tranquillity  ? 

The  resolution  of  the  Prefident  and  Council,  with  refpeft  to  my  Lord 
Pigot,  having  foiely  in  view  the  preferving  the  public  peace  and  tranquillity, 
which  is  equally  the  duty  and  inclination  of  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  it  is  hoped 
he  will  not,  dire&ly  or  indire&ly,  give  fan&ion  to  any  proceedings  contrary 
to  the  refolution  of  Council  thus  publicly  declared. 

Sir  Edward  Hughes  informs  the  Board,  that  he  cannot  give  an  anfwer 
to  any  of  thefe  que  ft  ions,  until  he  receives  the  Board's  reply  to  the  letter  on 
which  thefe  queries  are  grounded ;  that  if  the  Board  chufe  to  accompany 
their  reply  with  thefe  queries,  or  with  any  other  papers,  he  will  .take  them 
into  confideration,  and  return  fuch  an  anfwer  to  the  Board,  as  fhall  appear 
£o  him  proper.    Sir  Edward  Hughes  then  withdrew. 

RESOLVED*  That  the  following  letter  be  wrote  to  him, 

♦ 

ITo  Sir  Edward  Hnghes^  Commodore  and  Commander  iu  Chief  of  his  Majcftfs 

Skips  in  the  £a/l-Indtes, 

SIR, 

We  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letters  of  the  27th  and  28th  Aug. 
Inihtat  of  the  *8th  you  are  pkafed  to  inform  us,  that  Lord  fjget  has 
claimed  the  prQtrfftkm  of  .the  King's  flag^nd  in  confluence  yotf  .require,  in 
his  Majefty's  name,  that  Major  Home  be  ordered  to  give  his  Lordfhip  fafc 
conduit  to  your  .fhip. 

We  feould  hare  dewe  ourfolves  the,hotiQur  to  anfwer  this  letter  mycji 
earlier,  if  the  jnaft  uegent  .bufwefs  had  pQt  intcrfcre<kaad  if  we  had  not 

io)$jinod 
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imagined  that  you  were  perfe&ly  fatisfied,  that  the  reports  and  alarms  con- 
cerning Lord  Pigot's  perfonal  fafety,  were  entirely  groundlefs. 

"We  have  now  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  having  taken  your  letter 
into  our  fcrious  conftderarion,  we  think  it  neceflary,  before  we  return  a  pre* 
cifc  and  pofltive  anfwer,  to  requeft  you  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  us,  what 
fecurity  you  can  give  to  us,  who  are  eiurufted  with  the  interefts  and  affairs 
of  the  Company  under  this  Prefidency,  and  with  the  prefervation  of  the 
public  peace,  that  the  tranquillity  of  the  Coaft,  fo  perfectly  eftabltthed,  will 
not  be  endangered  by  our  confenting  to  the  removal  of  Lord  Pigot  from 
under  our  own  authority. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Fort  St.  George,  SIR, 

4th  Sept.  j 776. 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants, 

GEORGE  STR  ATTON,  &c.  Council 

The  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board,  Tranflacion  of  the  following  letters 
delivered  to  him  by  the  King  of  Tanjore  YVackeel ;  dated  25th  Auguft. 

Tranflation  of  a  letter  from  Maha  Rajah  Tollafagie,  to  his  Vackeel  Roo- 
dragie  Pundit;  dated  25th  Auguft,  1776  *and  the  fuperfcription  directed  . 
to  Moodu  Kifhnah- 

I  am  in  perfeft  health  at  Tanj ore  the  25th  inftant.  Irt  this  province,  iit » 
the  Tallook  of  Veefunganaudoo,  ever  fince  the  eftablifhmentof  the  country 
ofNellvor,  the  quit-rent,  &c,  belonging  to  Veefunganaudoo,  from  10th  of 
Dec.  1773,  to  March  4776,  tfoe  Nabob  had  the  Government  in  his  pof- 
fcfiion,  all  which  timeSydo  Mu&oomylee  Cawn  enjoyed  it,  and  from  13th 
of  April,  4776,  to  27th  of  July,  being  3  months  and  14 days,  1  enjoyed 
it;  and  on  the  28th  Sydo  Mu&oomylee  Cawn's  people,  5  perfons,  came 
here,  and  did  fet  up  their  (Torenum)  or  fignal,>  that  the  place  was  under 
his  management,  and  went  away,  and  foon  after  fent  Seapoys,  and  took  . 
away  the  laid  fignal  from  thence,  juid  to  this  day  none  came  here  belonging 
to  him. 

* 

In  the  Elligantoo  Tallook  Toondarambtindy,  &c.  three  villages  are  Punja 
ground  (for  the  produce  of  fmall  grain)  not  Nunja  (Poddy  fields  grounds.) 
/  6.Ti  la 
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In  the  year  1767,  Sydo  Mu&oomylee  Cawn,  Jamadare,  included  in  his 
Jageer  at  Trichinopoly  country  by  force,  and  enjoyed  till  the  Nabob's 
government  at  Tanjore;  now  they  are  in  my  pofleflion;  fincc  I  took  the 
government,  and  he  has  got  no  funnud  given  by  us,  he  did  what  he  pleafed, 
I  cannot  help  it,  becauiethe  time  is  fo  bad  therefore  you  muft  acquaint  this 
particularly  to  his  Lordfhip.  The  faid  Sydo  Mudoomylee  Cawn  is  dead;  his 
ion  lives  with  the  Nabob. 

The  Government  of  ||  Nfcgapatam  owes  me  for  laft  year's  Peiftxcafh  five 
thoufand  Chuckrams,  and  twenty-one  elephants,  being  for  feven  years,  at 
three  elephants  per  year. 

The  Government  of  f  Tranquebar  owes  me  for  laft  year's  Peilhcah  two 
thoufand  Chuckrams,  befides  for  account  they  advance  one  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  in  the  produce  they  pay  fix  thoufand  five  hundred 
Chuckrams. 

On  theGovernment  of  JKarical,  to  laft  year,  being  ten  years,  at  one  thou- 
fand  Negapatam  pagodas  per    year,    comes    to    ten  thoufand  pagodas 

due  to  mc. 

All  which  explain  particularly  to  his  Lordlhip:  and  if  he  writes  to  them, 
this  money  will  come  to  my  hands. 

* 
At  the   gutter  of  Anacut  very  little  water  came,  I  have  therefore  fet 
people  to  repair  it  the  2 2d.  and  intend  to  go  there  myfelf  the  30th  Inftant. 

The  23d  inftant  the  Nabob'9  people  came,  here,  and  put  a  ftop  to  the  re- 
paring  the  faid  gutter,  which  my  people  advifed  me;  this  I  made  known  in 
my  letter  of  the  24th  inftant,  by  Tappy;  it  muft  have  reached  before  now; 
you  will  therefore  explain  it  to  his  Lordfliip,  and  fend  me  an  anfwer  foon 
about  it. 

.  RESOLVED,  that  a  copy  of  the  above  letter  be  tranfmittcd  to  the 
Covernor-Gcneral  and  Council. 

Read 


Id  Dutch.*       .   f  Dues.  \  French, 
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Read  the  folio  wing  Letter,  . 

To  the  Honourable  George  Straiten,  Efq.  Prefident  and.  Governor \  fcfa  Council  of 

Fort  Si.  Geoogfy 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

I  have  been  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  27th  inftant;  the  Rajah 
fecms  to  have  altered  his  intentions  with  regard  to  going  to  the  An$cut 
atprefent. 

I  have,  according  to  your  directions,  lent  orders  for  one  of  the.  battalions 
of  Sepoys  doing  duty  in  the  Qountry  to  proceed  to  Tanjore,  where  they  will 
be  quartered  about  twelve  hundred  yards  from  the  garrifon;  five  compa- 
nies of  the  other  battalion  are  ordered  to  the  different  country  torts; 
the  Rajah  has  requefted  that  the  other  five  might  remain  in  the  country 
for  the  prefent,  to  affift  his  managers  in  their  bvfinefs,  which  I  accordingly 
complied  with. 

The  carriages  in  this  garrifon  that  are  repairable  I  am  putting  in  order; 
and  fhould  be  glad  you  would  pleafe  to  inform  me,  if  you  approve  of  my 
making  new  ones  for  the  guns  that  are  deficient  of  them,  as  the  Rajah  has 
fome  wood  in  the  garrifon,  and  promifc$  to  fupply  whatever  is  wanted  for 
that  purpofe.  . 

-  » 

I  beg  leave  to  mention,  that  there  are  fome  fmall  country  forts  which  are 
very  trifling,  bqt  have  fome  guns,  ammunition,  .and  ftores  in  them*  and 
which  the  Rajah  himfejf  thinks  would  be  Jbeft  to  have  withdrawn  to  this 
place;  if  it  meets  with. your  approbation,  I  will  get  him  to  fend  for  what 
is  in  them  to  this  garrifon ;  he  particularly  mentioned  yefterday  Killencllv, 
and  Shaw  Cottah,  which  in  my  opinion  .are.  really  not  worth  keeping*  and 
the  guns,  (tores,  &c;  might  be.  of  great  fervice  here. 

Accompanied  I  have  fent  an  account  of  the  provisions  in  this  garrifon, 
1  have  defired  the  Rajah  to  lay  in  more,  which  fie  promifes  faithfully  to  do 
immediately. 

I  remain  with  perfeft  refpedt, 

*    - 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

Tanjore,  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

31ft  Auguft,  1775. 

H.  HARPER. 


1 
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The  Board  muft  here  remark,  that  the  foregoing^  returns  of  proviGons 
were  the  firft  accounts  they  had  of  any  magazines  ot  provifions  in  Taryore, 
and  were  feat  in  confequence  of  our  letter  to  Colonel  Harper. 

Minute  of  Council  on  the  4th  September,  1 776; 

The  military  ftorc-keeper  being  called  upon  to  know  what  quantity  of 
ftores  were  at  Tanjore,  acquaints  the  Board,  that  on  receiving  an  indent  for 
ftorcsfrom  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harper  atTanjore,  he  found  he  had  applied 
for  a  great  number  of  (hot  of  different  calibres,  which,  by  the  return  of 
ftoMS  for  July-,  received  at  the  fame  time,  he  obferved  there  were  no  can- 
non for,  which  the  military  (tore-keeper  deOred  his  afliftant  to  write  to 
lieutenant  Colonel  Harper  to  explain,  requefting  he  would  fend  him  a 
complete  return  of  all  the  ftores  in  garrifon.  That  a  few  days  after,  the 
military  Aore- keeper  took  an  opportunity  of  afking  Lord  Pigot,  who  had 
been  at  Tanjore,  if  there  were  any.  cannon  there,,  who  told  him  in  anfwer, 
that  the  Nabob  had  taken  away  the  guns,  and  every  thing  elfe  out  of  the 
fort.  The  military  ftore-kcepcr  obferved  to  his  Lordlhips  that  he  under* 
flood  there  were  a  great,  number  of  cannon  at  Tanjore;  his  Lordflup  re- 
plied, if  that  was  the  cafe;  they  could  not  be  of  any  ufe,  and  told  him, that  if 
fl&ot  were  therefore,  fent,  cannon  fliould  accompany  them.  Sometime  after 
this,  the  military  ftore-keeper  received  an  anfwer  from  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Harper,  with  a  return  of  ftores  in  the  fort  of  Tanjore,  dated  i|th  Auguft, 
which,  00  comparing  with  the  one  he  before  received  from  him,  contain* 
the;,  following,  articles  moK  than  in  the  firft  return* 

If  on  guns  of  different  calibres,    —   -   -  -    -    -  $£ 

Swivels    ----------*.-.  14,. 

Brafs  guns  of  different  calibres     .....  8,, 

Bca(s  mortars  ditto      -    ....    .    -    .    .  4. 

Iron  mortar*      -    -~   -    -.  -    -.-.---    -*  1 

Malabar  guns    ..••.--.*••    ^  <^ 

Betides  feveral  other  fttees. 

Ordered;  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harper  be  called  upon  to  acquaint  » 
with  his  reafbns  for  not  lending  a  complete  return  of. all  the  ftores  when  he 
firft  took  the  command  of  Tanjore,  and  that  we  expeft  from*  him  a  com- 
plete one  of  all  the  ftores,  provifions  of  every,  kind,  and  of  all  material* 
for  building,  &c. 

AGREED* 

*  Thereterm  are  fo  irregularly  catered,  t&afrit  is  iopofibb  to  Mjift  them  with  preafioa. 
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AGREED,  That  tbc  following  letter  be  nrotcto  Licutewat  C.lenel 

Htrper,  it  Taajore. 

9V  Utntonmt  Qtkml  H«rper%  <omimn&ng  at  Toy  art. 
SIR, 

W  E  have  received  your  fetter  of  the  31ft  ultimo,  and  approve  of  your 
having  complied  with  the  .Rajah's  reqwft  for  the  five  companies  of 
Sepoys* 

Captain  Maul  and  Lieutenant  Hcflop  will  immediately  fet  out  for  Tan- 
jore.  They  will  caufc  the  carriages  to  be  forthwith  repaired,  and  we  (hall 
hereafter  give  orders  to  have  as  many  new  carriages  made  as  may  toe 
requifite. 

It  will  be  very  proper  to  remove  to  Tanjore  the  guns,  ammunition,  &c. 
from  the  fmali  forts* 

We  are  glad  you  have  fcnt  in  the  returns  of  provifions,as  we  did  not  be- 
fore koow  of  a#y  in  that  fort. 

We  are, 

SIR, 

Fort  St.  George, 
4th  September,  1776.  Yo«r  moft  obedient  fcrvapt,   . 

GEORGE  STRATTON,  &c*  Cpuncil.  . 


Signed  the  following  letter  tQ  the  Pjefident  and  Council  at  Bombay. 

Tp  the  Honourable  WiUUm  Hornby*  Eh.  Prffidtnt  and  Govenwr,  &V.  Council 

at  Bombay. 

Honourable  S IR  and  SIRS, 

W  E  take  this  opportunity  of  informing  you,  that  the  violent,  arbitrary, 
and  illegal  proceedings  of  our  late  Prefident,  Lord  Pigot,  have  compelled 

6  U  us 


-^ 
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His  to  the  necefiity  of  arrefting  his  perfon;  and  George  Stratton,  Efq.  the 
next  fenior  fervant  of  the  Company,  is  of  courfe  Prefident  of  the  Council. 

We  cannot  here  enter  into  a  full  explanation  of  the  conduft  of  Lord 
Pigotj  our  proceedings  have  been  fent  to  the  Governor-General  and 
Council  of  Bengal  *  and  we  think  it  necefiary  to  enclofe  for  your  informa- 
tion copies  of  the  letters  we  have  written  them,  and  a  copy  of  the  procla* 
tion  publifhcd  by  us  on  this  occafion,  which  will  explain  to  you  the  imme- 
diate caufe  of  the  meafures  we  have  taken. 

We  are  with  eftecm, 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 
Fort  St»  George, 
4th  September,  1776.  Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervants, 

GEORGE  STRATTON,  &c.  Council. 

Read  the  following  letters  from  Mafulipatam  and  Oogole. 

To  the  Honourable  George  Stratton*  Efq.  Prefident  and  Governor ;  fcfc.  Council 

of  Fori  St.  George. 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

W  E  have  been  honoured  with  your  commands  of  the  25th  inftant,en- 
clofing  a  proclamation,  which,  agreeably  to  your  orders,  we  have  publifhcd 
here,  and  have  fent  copies  to  be  publifhcd  at  the  feveral  garrifons  depend- 
ant upon  this  fettle  men t. 

We  are  with  refpeft, 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants, 
Mafulipatam,  CHARLES  DESVOEUX, 

30th  Auguft,  1776.  James  hodges, 

ALEXANDER  PRINGLE. 

AGREED, 


(    53*    t 
AGREED,  Thai  the  following  letter  be  wrote  to  Mr.  Stone.  * 

To  John  Maxwell  Stone,  Efj. 
SIR, 

Mr.  Palmer  having  been  appointed  lea  Guftomer,  and  Mr.  Jourdan 
garrifon  (lore* keeper,  and  rental  general  and  fcavcngcr,  I  am  directed  by 
the  Prefident  and  Council,  to  defire  you  will  deliver  over  the  books,  papers, 
and  balance  of  ca(h  belonging  to  the  faid  employs,  to  thofe  gentlemen 
refpe&ively;  and  I  am  further  ordered  to  defire  that  you  will  deliver  over 
the  books,  papers  and  balance  of  calh  belonging  to  the  committee  of  works, 
to  Mr.  Mackay,  who  is  now  Prefident  of  that  Committee, 

I  am, 

SIR, 

Fort' St.  George, 
4th  September,  1776.  Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

CHARLES  OAKELEY,.  Secretary. 

0 

At  a   CONSULTATION,  6th  September,  1776. 

P  R  E  S  EN  T, 

George  Stratton,  Efq.  Prefident,  Governor* 

HENRY  BROOKE,  Sir  ROBERT  FLETCHER,       FrJday  6tk 

CHARLES  FLOYER,  ARCHDALE  PALMER,  September, 

FRANCIS  JOURDAN.  GEORGE  MACKAY,  1776. 

Read  the  following  letter  from  Commodore  Sir  Edward  Hughes. 

Sakjbttry,  ht  Mddrafs  Road,  the  5th  day  of  September t  1776. 

•  ■ 

1  •  a 

SIR  and  GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  yefterday'j  date  in  anfwer  to  mine  of  the 
a8th  day  of  Auguft. 


(  $**  ) 

The  requifition  of  a  fafe  conduit  for  the  ntble  Lord  to  mj  (hip  being 
made  by  me  in  the  name  of  the  King,  and  as  no  terms  can  therefore  be 
admitted,  on  which  to  ground  a  compliance  with  that  requifuion,  it  follows 
that  no  other  anfwer  can  be  given  by  me,  who  am  intruded  with  the 
honour  an  i  dignity  of  hisMajefty's  flag,  to  your  queft ion  of,  What  fecurity  I 
can  give  you,  that  the  tranquillity  of  the  Coaft  will  not  be  endangered  by 
your  confenting  to  the  removal  of  Lord  Pigot  from  under  your  owa 
authority,  than  a  repetition  of  what  I  before  required,  and  now  do  agaia 
require  of  you  in  the  King's  name,  that  Major  Horne  be  ordered  to  give 
Lord  Pigot  fafe  conduit  to  this  (hip,  his  Lordflup  haying  repeated  hi* 
claim  of  protection  from  his  Majefty's  flag. 

I  am, 

SIR  and  GENTLEMEN, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  {errant, 

EDWARD    ftUGHES. 

George  Stratton,  Efq.  Prefident  and  Governor,  tec.  Council  of  Fort 

St.  George. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  following  letter  be  wrote  in  anfwer  to  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hughes. 

to  Sir  Edward  Hughes^  Commodore  and  Commander  in  Qnef  of  bis  Majejlfs 

""'    in  India. 


SIR, 
We  have  had  the  hbnour  to  receive  your  letter  of  yofterday's  date- 
In  reply,  we  beg  leave  to  obferve  to  you,  that  Lord  Pigot  having,  as 
appears  from  fads  already  publiflied,  by  his  illegal  and  arbitrary  conduit, 
fub  verted  the  conftitution  of  the  Company,  and  caufed  confufion  and  dif- 
order  in  the  fettlement,  the  maintenance  of  the  Company's  "orders,  as  well 
as  the  neceffity  of  public  affairs,  in  our  opinion,  juftify  the  fteps  which  have 
been  taken  to  prevent  the  further  progrefs  of  fuch  proceedings.  >  The  ex* 

perience 
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periefice  we  hare  had  of  Lord  Pigot's  violent  and  impetuous  difpofitkm; 
(of  which  we  gave  ftriking  proofs  in  the  affidavits  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edington  and  Serjeant  Shaw,  read  to  you  at  the  Board  on  the  4th  inftant, 
and  of  which  you  yourfelf,  Sir,  had  a  recent  inftance  in  the  letter  of  com- 
plaint written  to  you  by  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  of  the  3d  of  June) 
obliged  us  to  put  fuch  reftraints  upon  his  Lordlhip's  perlbn,  as  the  public 
peace  fcemed  to  require  ;  and  from  the  fame  motives  we  were  induced,  in 
anfwer  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  inftant,  to  reqqeft  you  would  inform  us 
what  fecurity  you  could  give,  that  the  tranquillity  of  the  Coaft  will  not  be 
endangered  by  our  consenting  to  the  removal  of  Lord  Figot  from  under 
our  own  authority. 

Since  you  are  pleafed  to  decline  giving  to  us  any  fecurity  whatever,  in 
confequence  of  that  requeft,  we  are  under  the  neceffity  of  acquainting  you, 
that  we  cannot,  confiftently  with  the  important  truft  repofcd  in  us,  comply 
with  the  requifition  you  have  again  repeated,  that  Major  Horne  be  ordered 
to  give  Lord  Pigot  fafe  conduct  to  your  (hip. 

As  loyal  fubje&s  to  his  Majefty,  and  faithful  fervants  to  the  Company, 
we  (hall  always  (hew  the  greateft  veneration  to  the  (acred  name  of  his  Ma- 
jefty, and  the  utmoft  refpedt  to  the  Britifh  flag;  but  having  no  proof  before 
us  that  his  Majefty  empowers  any  of  his  officers  to  require  the  removal  of 
any  fervant  of  the  Company,  in  a  fimilar  fituation  with  Lord  Pigot,  from 
tinder  the  authority  of  the  Company's  Government,  we  beg  leave  to  add 
this  as  another  reafon  why  we  cannot  comply  with  the  requifition  you  have 
made.  We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

SIR, 
Fort  St.  George, 
6th  Sept.  1776.  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants* 

GEORGE  STRATTON,  &c.  Council. 

The  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board,  tranflation  of  a  letter  from  Appoo 
at  Tanjore,  to  Moodu  Kiftnah. 

Tranflatkyi  of  a  letter  from  Appoo,  to   Moodu  Kiftnah ;  dated  25th 

of  Auguft,  1776. 

.  The  letter,  dated  the  21ft  inftant,  wrote  by  Vackeel  Roodrjjee  Pundit 
to  Maha  Rajah,  arrived  fafe,  and  he  perufed  it*  in  which,  in  regard  to  Dub* 
.  '  6  X  beer 


(    54*    ) 

beer  Pundit,  his  Lordfhip  mentioned,  that  it  it  no*  proper  to  cftpfoee  his 
at  prefent,  as  he  was  tiling  his  endeavours  with  the  Nabob,  &c.  petfQo* 
for  the  King's  benefit;  till  this  bufinefs  fucceed,  Dubbeer  muft  be  treated 
with  civilities  i  this  made  the  King  (b  very  much  difpleafed  that  be  eat 
nothing  till  the  evening  *  the  King  upon  which  faid,  that  he  underwent 
much  hardfhip  in  prifon  under  the  Nabob,  for  three  years ;  afterwards  he 
wa$  reftored  to  his  kingdom,  and  was  in  hopes  of  living  in  peace  and  tr«©» 
quillity •,  but  inftead  of  that,  if  he  is  to  remain  finder  Dubbeer  Pundit,  what 
advantage  is  it  for  him  to  have  the  Government  ?  and  did  alfo  fay  that  his 
Lordfhip  was  Kiftnah  Sawmy,  Rammah  Sawmy,  and  father  to  him;  that  his 
whole  dependence  being  in  his  father's  good  will ;  and  if  the  father  is 
wanting  in  making  the  fon's  mind  at  eafe  and  quietnefs,  who  has  he  to  rely 
Xm  $fe  ?  He  is ap  pre  ken  five  that  he  has  done  (bnfethiog  amifil,  J|nd  there- 
fore he  has  incurred  the  father's  difpleafiice;  let  a  ion  be  guilty  of  ever  fo 
great  a  fpult,  the  father  and  mother  muft  forgive  that  crime,  and  make  his 
ion's  mind  glad,  and  not  be  vexed  with  him  5  it  is  his  misfortune  that  he 
is  angry  with  him,  and  therefore  his  remaining  here  will  be  of  no  benefit 
to  him  5  it  is  much  better  for  him  to  go  where  his  father  dwells :  and 
further,  if  he  is  not.  to  command  his  iervant,  but  to  hearken  to  what  he 
fays,  it  is  much  the  beft  for  him  to  have  no  government  at  aU  ;  if  Dub- 
beer had  ferved  him  with  fidelity,  would  he.be  difcharged  from  his  fervice  ? 
for  his  a&ion  is,  as  he  was  the  fecond  Nabob,  and  breeds  animofiries,  ftriv* 
ing  all  in  his  power  to  hurt  him  ;  and  ftill  if  he  is  to  ufe  him  with  civilities, 
what  to  fay  in  this  cafe  being  unknown  to  him  j  let  Dubbeer  govern  the 
place,  for  he  intends  to  go  to  Madras. 

I  am  furprized  what  makes  his  Lordfhip  have  fo  much  regard  to  Dub- 
beer ;  befides  you  muft  think  Dubbeer  being  in  the  management  will 
make  the  Government  better,  and  that  in  his  abfence  things  will  not  .go 
on  fo  well  ;.  formerly  what  bufinefs  he  carried  on  here  is  unknown  to  me, 
but  now  I  can't  find  him  fuch  able  perfon  v  he  is  not  fincere  in  his  matter's 
bufinefs;  therefore  if  you  agree  to -what  the  King  fays,  he  will  be  well 
pleafed,  as  the  King  trufts  you  next  to  God.  I  think  your  agreeing  to  his 
defire  is  the  beft,  and  1  think  you  muft  look  for  a  favourable  opportunity, 
and  do  the  faid  bufinefs  •,  and  if  you  write  ro  him  that  you  will  do  agree- 
able to  his  defire,  he  will  look  upon  it  as  the  Government  was  juft  then  put 
under  his  hand ;  otherwife  for  all  the  Government  is  under  him,  it  is  or  no 
fat'hfadion  to  him. 

You  are  very  fenfible  gentlemen  ;  What  can  I  fay  further  in  it  ?  there- 
fore you  may  do  as  you  think  proper* 
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Pleafe  to  advife  sp  for  my  further  proccc dings, 

P.  S,  TRc  King  and  Dubhecrean  n*  way  agree  together  i  as  I WM  Or- 
dered to  aft  agreeable  to  the  King's  mind,  I  have  wrote  the  above  according 
to  his  defire,  and  have  not  done  any  of  it  myfelf :  I  would  not  undertake 
to  do  any  fuch  thing  had  I  ten  heads.  I  defire  you  will  write  a  few  lines 
to  me,  that  the  King  may  find  pleafure  and  fatisfadtion  therein. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  following  letter  be  wrote  to  the  Governor-Ge- 
neral and  Council  at  Fort  William. 

to  the  Honourable  Warm.  HajUqp,  Efq.  Govtrnor-GmeraJ  &c.  CotmdU  at 

Fort  William. 

■ 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

Since  doling  our  letter  to  your  honour,  &c.  under  this  date,  we  have 
received  from  Commodore  Sir  Edward  Hughes  his  anfwer  to  our  letter, 
dated  the  ■  ■■  Copy  of  which  we  herewith  enclofc,  with  our  reply 
thereto,  as  alfo  tranflate  of  a  letter  from  Oppoo  at  Tanjore,  to  Moodoo 
Kiitnah  at  this  place  *  dacpd  the  25th  ultimo. 

]Wc  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 
Fort  St.  George, 
the  6th  Sept.  1 776.  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants, 

GEORGE  STRATTON,  &c.  Council. 

P.S.  The  Nabob  has  juft  fent  to  the  Prefident  the  accompanying  letter, 
which  he  defired  may  be  forwarded  to  your  Honour,  &c. 

Read  letter  from  the  Chief  and  Council  at  Mafulipatam,  dated  the  ift 
inftant. 

ORDERED,  That  the  confideratton  of  this  letter  be  deferred  till  afte 
the  difpatch  of  the  Grenville,  with  fuch  letters  as  may  be  received  in  the 
civil  department. 


/ 


Read 
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Read  the  following  letter  from  the  Chief  Engineer; 

to  the  Honourable  George  Straiten*  Erq.  Prefident  and  Gowrntf  Gfr*  Cam) 

of  Fort  St.  George.    ^ 

Honourable  SIR  and  GENTLEMEN, 

Agreeable  to  your  direffcipns  I  have  defired  to  know  from  Major  Ste- 
vens, what  has  been  done  to  the  works  at  Tanjore  fince  the  reftoration  of 
the  Rajah,  and  what  further  he  thinks  ncceffary  to  be  undertaken  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  place,  and  the  accommodation  of  the  troops.  I  have  now 
the  honour  to  enclofe  you  his  anfwer,  and  remain  very  refpeftfully, 

Honourable  Sir  and  Gentlemen, 
Fort  St.  George, 
6th  Sept.  j  77$.  Your  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

PATRICK  ROSS, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Engineer. 

To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Patrick  Rofs,  Chief  Engineer. 

SIR, 

In  anfwer  to  your  commands  from  the  Honourable  Board,  I  have  to 
inform  you,  that  when  Lord  Pigot  was  at  Tanjore,  he  directed  me  to  make 
a  plan  for  barracks,  which  would  contain  too  Europeans  in  the  little  fort, 
and  to  conftruft  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  might  hereafter  be  en- 
larged for  a  greater  number;  and  having  approved  of  a  defign,  which  I  ex- 
plained to  him, "for  fecuring  the  little  fort  againft  the  great  one,  he  ordered 
me  to  lay  the  whole  down  on  paper,  and  forward  them  to  the  Prcfiedncy 
to  lay  before  the  Board  for  their  approbation}  di reding  me  in  the  mean 
time  to  level  all  the  inhabitants  houfes  and  buildings,  except  the  large  Pa- 
goda, which  was  to  be  referved  to  the  Bramins,  and  to  leave  (landing,  for 
the  prefent,  fuch  buildings  as  were  occupied  by  the  officers  as  quarters,  and 
by  the  Europeans  as  barracks. 


v 


I  accordingly  formed  my  defigns,  and  forwarded  them  with  a  letter  to 
his  Lordfhip  under  date  the  14th  of  May  laft;  a  copy  of  which  I  did  my* 
felf  the  pleafure  to  enclofe  you,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
for  particulars. 

By 
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By  the  middle  of  July  iaft  1  had  levelled  the  houfes,  &c.  as  I  was  di- 
rected, leaving  the  great  Pagoda  for  the  Bramins,  and  fuch  as  were  occu- 
pied by  the  troops  and  ftores,  as  alfo  a  final  1  brick  Pagoda,  which  flood 
near  the  centre  of  the  Fort,  and  being  included  in  the  intended  Seapoy 
Barracks,  1  thought  would  ferve  as  a  regimental  ftore  room,  or  might  be- 
come otherwife  ferviceable.  I  had  alio  lowered  many  high  grounds,  and 
with  the  earth  filled  up  fooie  of  the  loweft  places,  widened  the  ramparts 
on  the  Weft  and  South  fronts,  made  it  good  on  part  of  the  Eaft  front,  and 
raifed  my  intended  rampart  againft  the  great  town  as  high  as  I  could  con- 
veniently, without  having  the  revetement  firft  begun;  and  having  thus  al- 
ready exceeded  my  orders,  I  defifted  from  doing  any  more,  and  applied  for 
leave  to  come  up  to  the  Prefidency. 

As  I  have  not  particularly  faid  any  thing  refpefting  my  defigned  ram- 
part, otherwife  than  by  defcribing  it  fully  on  the  fpot  to  his  Lordftiip,  it 
may  not  be  unneceffary  for  me  to  obferve,  that  I  piopofed  railing  the  pre- 
fent.  revetement  of  the  Faufle-braye,  (which  forms  as  it  were  the  Gorge  of 
the  Little  Fort)  with  brick  and  chunam,  to  the  height  of  the  rampart  of 
the  Large  Fort  oppofite  to  it,  or  perhaps  fomething  higher,  and  to   take 
away  the  parapet  wall  of  the  Great  Fort,  to  the  third  towtr  on  each  fide  of 
the  gate,  in  order  to  expofe  the  town  to  a  view  of  the  Little  Fort.     Againft 
this  revetement  I  propofed  an  earthen  rampartTwhich  wasjto  form  the  prefent 
rampart  of  the  Little  Fort,  at  P  and  M,  fo  as  to  complete  it  all  round  the 
Little  Fork     Under  this  rampart  I  propofed  an  arched  paflage  and  guard- 
room at  the  gate  O,  to  communicate  with  the  town  ♦,   and  the  fame  at 
P  or  Q^to  communicate  with,the  country  :  the  pafiage  over  the  ditch  I  pro- 
pofed to  be  filled  up  with  earth,  rivetted  with  mafonry  to  the  height  of  the 
Terrc-pJain  of  the  Faufle-braye,  except  a  Draw-bridge  of  io  or  12  feet  next 
the  town.     If  this  gate  of  communication  with  the  country  had  been   made 
at  Q,  I  then  only  propofed  to  have  at  P  a  paflage  for  a  fally-porr,  and  in 
cither  cafe  to  have  had  afally-port  at  M.     In  the  fame  manner  as  above- 
defcribed,  I  meant  to  raife  a  part  of  the  Fauffe-braye  wall  of  the  Little  Forr, 
where  it  joins   to  that  of  the  Great  Fort   to  the  Northward,  and  to  have 
joined  it  to  the  before-mentioned  ;  and  without  the  two  extremities  I  meant 
to  cutaway  the  old  revetement,  &c.  for  20  or  30  feet,  as  low  as  the  Terre- 
plain  of  the  Faufle-braye,  to  feparate  the  whole  from  the  Great  Fort.     At 
QJP  and  M,  there  have  formerly  been  gates*  but  are  now  walled  up,  except 
a  part  of  P,  which  has  been  left  open  as  a  fally-port.     The  communication 
]  propoled  acrofs  the  ditch  is  represented  in  the  plan  to  be  only  1 5  feet  broad  ; 
but  as  it  will  be  neceflary  to  raife  parapet  walls  (particularly  if  it  be  made  at 
>  6  Y  P ) 
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P)  in  lieu  of  rails,  to  keep  pafiengers  from  felling  into  the  ditch,  I  would* 
have  it  made  18  or  20  feet  wide,  and  I  would  recommend  it  to  be  made  at 
P,  as  it  would  be  morefecure  •,  and  if  the  paffage  be  made  a  good  breadth,. 
I  doubt  not  buc  it  may  prove  as  commodious  as  if  it  was  made  at  Qj  in 
which  point  and  elegance  I  think  Q^only  has  the  preference. 

Though  it  will  appear  by  the  plan  that  the  revetement  I  propofed  to  raife 
has  its  defences  again  ft  the  Little  Fort*  yet  I  chofe  to  follow  it  to  fave  ex- 
penfe,  as  well  as  time  v  and  as  the  defences  fcem  to  me  to  be  equally  capable 
of  being  turned  the  other  way,  they  will  in  my  opinion  be  a  fufficient  pro- 
tection again  ft  anything  that  is  to  be  apprehended  fromithe  Great  Fort. 

What  I  would  recommend  to  be  immediately  done,  is  to  complete  the- 
propofed  rampart ;  but  in  cafe  the  reform  be  not  determined  upon,  and  that 
it  is  likely  to  be  delayed  fome  time*  I  would  have  a  mud  wall  ere&ed  on, 
or  a  little  within  that  which  was  intended  to  be  done  in  brick,  and  form  the- 
rampart  againft  it  with  the  earth,  which  is  left  in  thereverfe  of  the  rampart 
Q^  P  for  that  purpofe*.  leaving  the  paffage  for  the  Gate- way  at  O  open,, 
but  to  repair  the  gate,  and  provide  it  with  good  faftenings,  that  it  may  at 
proper  hours  be  (hut  againll  the   town.     At  ail  events  to  take  down  the 
prefent  parapet  wall  of  the  Great  Fort  to  the  extent  propofed,  and  to  make 
a  communication  from  the  Little  Eort  to  the  country  at  E  or  Q,  as  may  be 
thought  proper, 

I  alfo  beg  leave  to  obferve  to  you,. that  the  innerwalls  of  the  Little  Fort 
are  very  high  and  much  expofed,  which  I  think  might  be  lowered  very 
confidcrably  without,  fubjedking  it  too  much  to  furprize,- or  deftroying  tte 
neceffary  command  over  the  adjacent  country.  I  do  not  apprehend,  as  the 
Fauffe-braye  wall  is  high  and  difficult  of  accefs,  that  any  danger- proceeds 
from  lowering  the  inner  wall  to  15  fe&t9  (hould  it  be  prafiticable  ;  it  is  now. 
upwards^of  thirty.  The  cavaliers  which  ft  and  on  the  ramparts  ought  in 
my  opinion  to  be  takervaway^  nor  do  lapprehend  their  foundations  will  ac*> 
mil  of  letting  them  ftand,  (hould  the  rampart  be  lowered.  After  the  ram- 
part is  brought  to  a  proper,  height,  a  good  parapet  fhould  be  placed, 
upon  it*. 

As  to  temporary,  magazines,  p  think  the  Coberam,  oppofite  thfe-  Greati 
Pagoda  in  the  Little  Fort,,  will  comain  a  confiderablc  quantity  of  powder. 
It  is  now  ufed  as  a  magazine,  and.  being  (hut  up*  I  never  faw  the  in  fide  of 
it,  therefore,  cannot  fay  how  much  it  will  hold.     The  little  brick  Pagoda,, 
which  I  left  (landing  near. the  centre  of  the  Little  Eort,  will  contain  a  c^an* 
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riry  I  ftippofe  of  200  barrels,  or  upward*  There  is  a  brick  buildfng  which 
ftands  near  the  above-mentioned  Pagoda,  and  which  I  convened  into  a 
ftore-houfe  and  cook-room  for  the  Europeans,  would,  if  neceflary,  wich 
feme  little  repairs,  contain  fome  hundred  barrels  of  powder  ;  but  in  that 
cafe  a  ftore-room  and  cooking-place  will  be  immediately  wanted.  I  know 
of  no  other  method  of  fecuring  any  powder  in  the  Little  Fort  but  the  Great 
Pagdda,  where  i  fuppofe  a  Choultry  might  be  obtained  forfuch  a  purpofe,, 
and  by  being  walled  In  with  brick  and  chunam,,or  even  mud,  might  make 
a  good  temporary  magazine. 

I  believe  there  is  a  great' quantity  of  gunr-powder  lodged  in  choultries 
round,the  large  Fort :  I  heard  the  conductor  fay,  he  concluded  it  to  be  fome 
thoufand  barrels  :  I  faw  fome  of  it,. and  it  teemed  to-be  very  clean  and 
good.  His  Lordfhip  defired  the  Rajah  would  have  one  of  the  apartments 
of  the  granary  in  the  Great  Fort  fitted  up  as  a  magazine  to. receive  the 
powder,  and  ordered  me  to  fee  it  properly  executed  ;  but  it  was  but  juft 
cleared  of  the  grain  a  few  days  before  I  came  away  j  and  whether  any 
-thing  has  been  fince  done  towards  the.  converting  it  into  a.  magazine,  I 
cannot  fay.. 

As  the  feafon  is  now  far  advanced^  it  is  impoflible  to  provide  any  bar* 
racks  to  fhelter  the  troops  during  the  enfuing  Monfoon.    The  houfe  which 
now  contains  the  Europeans  may  make  a  very  gc>od  fhift,  by  building  mud  * 
walls  to  enclofe  the  infides,  which  are  now  open  ;  it  mufl:  have  the  tiles  re- 
moved, and  fome  windows  put  inr  the  exterior  walls  ; .  alio  it  will  require 
fome  doors*  and  windows  to  be  put  in  the  walls,  which  I  have  faid  will  be 
neceflary  to  build  •,  the  building  thus  fitted  may  be  able  I  believe  to  contain  * 
300  men,  as  the  men  coming  off  duty  may  take  the  births  of  thofe  they: 
have  relieved. 

The  battalion  of  Seapoys  which*  I  left  at  Tanjore  was  lodged  in  tents  in . 
the  FaufTe-braye,  which  fituation  will  be  very  uncomfortable  and  unhealthy 
in  the  Monfoon  ;  perhaps  fome  of  the  Gentoo  call  might  be  permitted  to 
live  in  the  Choultries  in  the  Great  Pagoda  of  the  Little  Fort ;  the  reft  mud 
be  either  permitted  to  build  hurs  between  the  South  wall  of  that  Pagoda 
and  the  rampart,  or  to  be  provided  with  barracks  or  huts  in  the  Great  Fort, , 
as  I  think  it  is  too  late  even  to  build  a  temporary  (hed  for  them  ;  it  will  re- 
quire fome  time  I  apprehend  to  procure  bambooes  for  fuch  a  purpofc,  and 
1. know. of  nothing  that  can  be  immediately  had  to  fubftitute  in  their  (lead. 
Without  the  town,  at  the  diftance  of  a  (hortmile  from  the  Little  Fort,  is  a  . 
building  which  .we.  called  the  Painted  Choultry  -,  this,  and  fome  tiled  Iheds  * 

which* 
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which  were  erefted  for  the  purpofe  of  making  powder,  may  I  think  contain 
one  and  a  half  or  two  battalions  of  Seapoys,  as  many  of  them  would 
build  huts  near  it  for  their  families  -,  the  fituation  is  dry,  and  I  dare  fay 
healthy. 

Many  of  the  officers  were  living  in  tents  when  I  left  Tanjore,  and  I  know 
of  no  other  method  of  accommodating  them  during  the  Monfoon,  unlcfs 
they  were  to  be  permitted  to  live  in  fome  of  the  old  quarters  that  were  for- 
merly occupied  in  the  Great  Fort :  Many  of  thefe,  when  I  left  Tanjore, 
were  empty ;  for  being  new  houfes  built  by  the  Nabob's  officers,  they  could 
npt  belong  to  the  inhabitants,  who,  I  fuppofe,  bad  been  paid  for  their  old 
houfes  and  grounds. 

There  are  at  Tanjore  between  eighteen  and  twenty  Lacks  of  bricks, 
and  three  or  four  thoufand  Parrahs  of  Chunam,  which  belong  to  the  Na- 
bpb,  and  were  provided  by  me  when  I  was  there  on  his  account,  to  finifh  a 
counterfcarp  which  I  had  begun  from  Vellum  to  the  North  Gate  :  thefe 
materials  lay  principally  on  the  glacis  of  that  front,  and  the  remainder  are 
en  the  Weft  rampart  of  the  Little  Fort. 

The  Nabob's  ftore-keeper  had  provided  a  confiderable  quantity  of  wood, 
to  eredt  a  powder-mill  at  the  painted  Choultry  ;  the  greatefl  part  of  it  is 
laid  at  that  place,  and  fome  pieces  were  between  the  river  Venar  and  the 
fort  of  Tanjore  •,  whether  any  remained  in  the  woods  where  it  was  cut  I 
can't  fay.  This  timber,  I  underftood,  the  Rajah  meant  to  bring,  into  the 
granary-yard  for  the  ufe  of  the  magazine,  which,  I  have  faid,  was  to  be 
fitted  up  there, 

There  is  an  efpUnade  marked  round  the  whole  fort  of  Tanjore,  at  the 
diftance  of  feven  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  Fauffe-braye  wall,  Rama* 
.fang  Coib  and  a  mofque  to  the  foiithward  of  the  Little  Fort  being  two  of 
its  marks  ;  the  others  are  fmall  mud  piers,  about  twelve  feet  high  and  five 
diameter  at  the  bafe :  thefe  fhould  be  creftcd  with  more  durable  mate- 
rials, and  made  confpicuous,  that  the  buildings  may  not  be  brought  too 
.near  the  fort. 
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.Theft  am -'ihd  principal  pfeces  of  information  l**n &t  ptefent  recoMcAv 
m&  I  hope  they  will  tuByanftpcr  jrow  porpofc  to  fatisfy  thfc  Honourable 
Qocrd  in  any  thing  they  may  sequiae.v 

i"'v  't         I  an» 


.  Fort  Sc,  George*  >     n  .>  .       i.-YottfutofttbocKeot .Humble fcryaat, 

4th  September,  17?$.  :••"       -  .   ' 

(Sfened)     WILLIAM  STEVENS,  D.  Eng. 
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A  trot  Copy.  (Sigaed)  PATRICK  BOSS, 


•  The  Pi^ent  lay*  btfpejfcer  J^ 

u>  the  Ooircroor-Gtiier^  ewtofei  in  tbe  lift  'letter  w?otcr  to  the  Prejideot 
by  the  Nabob.  f 
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tfratfflate  of  +  Copy  of  a  tetter  to  Governor -Geaeral  Haftings,  dated  the  6th 

D<V of the il**i Hujub,  *■  tie Ttar  Htgyra  11904 


' 1  •    »>  < 


W  H  E'N  X  wrote  you  lafit  by  xh$.  kipg's  ftip  Swallow,  I  jpas  bppretfcd 
with  fo  much  trouble  and  anxiety ^  that!  did  not  imagine  ftpoflihle  aqy 
thing  could  happen  to  occafiph  me  more ; .  but  Lord  Pigfc^.  prompted  by 
his  enmity,  has  let  on  foot  g  new  contrivance,  the  effeft  of  which  might  *ba 
the  ruin  of  my  domeftic  peace  and  of  my  authority  over  my  own  femUyv 
Governor  Pigot  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Madrafs  Council  made  a  ftri<5fc 
agreement  with  me,  in  the  year.  1760,  that  they  wqpEd<not  give  prc#q&oq 
to  any  of  my  people  in  Madrafs,  I  fend  yoaencloled  for  your  jper^iaf  % 
copy  of  the  article  of  that!  agreement,  and  of  other  article?  ejetrafted  f^om, 
our  correfpe'ndence*  JuOrd  Pigdt,  notwithftanding  that  agreement*  and 
contrary  to  common  juftice,  has  not  only  given  protection  to  fome  of  my 
family,  but  has  been  the  means  of  inveigling  hinx  away:  it  will,  give  yout 
furprize  to  hear  of  it ;  the  circiifiiftances  are  as.  follow.  Keer-ul  dien  Cawa 
is  the  fifth  of  that  houfe,  from  father  to  fqn,,  that  haye  been  fecyants^in  my 
family  j  notwithftanding  which,  his  father,  before  the  Jaft  liege  of  Midrafs* 
having  behaved  treachcroufly  towards  me  whilft  I  was  encamped  at  the 
Mount,  cajhc  one  night  into  my  bed-chamber  with  two  loaded  piftols  and 
a  drawn  fword  1  and  this  fame  Lord  Pigot  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  then 
Council  preffed  me  much  to  put  him  to  death/  which  I  def lined  doing. 
This  fa&  is  known  to  every  one*  Afterwards,  when  the  fattier  of  Kcer- 
ul-dicn  Cawn  died,  and  he  and  his  brothers  were  kft  in  an  infant  ftate,  I 
look  companion  on  their  condition,  brpugfy  them  up  apd  edqeated  them  ^ 

€' Z  aadt 
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and,  aftc*  having  married  my  daughter  to  Keer-ul-dien  Cawn,  I  advanced 
hifn  in  honours  and  §pri  him  the  rent  of  Raninaut  and  Shooktingaw. 
But,  when  he  had  got  potieffion  of  tfcc  money  belonging  to  die  rcno,  to: 
then  laid  his  hands  upon  the  property.  tt  the  huft^ndmen  aid  tettimta* 
feized  upon  the  weakh  of'  the  Polygars .  who  had  fled,  and  ruined  thofc 
countries.  A  Tunkaw  on  the  Ramnaut  country,  for  60,000  Chuckrams 
had  been  given  to  MK  Berificld.  Km-ul-dien  Cawn  confirmed  thic  |dh- 
tie  man's  Gomaftah,  and,  without  paying  him  the  amount  of  the  TunkaW, 
affixed  the  Gomaftfclrii  TSal  tiy  wifce  to  a>ptt*r,  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  the  money :  in  a  word,  he  is  become  to  (hamelefs,  fo  treacherous,  fo 
(Underbuy  to^reat  a  liar,  and  fo  unfertfrtfift,  that  it  is  impoffiblc  for  me 
-to  recite  all  the  inftances  of  his  mifconduA.  —  Three  of  his  brothers  ran 
away  With  him*,  they  had  alto  Ibfmiity  ran  Mrl^  tkif  ^1*  Hfctt'kndTor 
a  long  diherconfintd  j  «fttr  Whteh  they  w**b  Mtelfod,  'Mid  *ftl£tcty«d  it*  dif- 
ferent affairs.  —  When  I  was  informed  of  Keer-ul  dien  Cawn^  prWeedihgs 
at  Ramnaut,  I  called  him  up  from  that  diftrid,  apd  found,  upon  his  arri- 
val Iktoe,  that,  Mot  ratfcfictf  wth  a«  the  wealth  tintid  got  poffcjfton  of  m 
the  manner  abovtftifcntfotifed,  Ite  -had  Yqdlttdtted  frftcWe  atttang  (harpers 
and  rabble,  all  the  money  and  jpwclf  which,  according  to  the  .Hindoftan 
itoftoift,  fa  ctfftbm  fubffffirffc  *lftx  l^rfi  Inlfcfrmed;  ataongthfc  ftnbpearts,) 
I  had  gi*eh  tb rirry daughter, on hefmarriage, a*  a flock for htfr <Whofc life. — 
Lord  Figot  o*e  dfty  cattle  to  the  and  told  mfe,  with  an  appearance  of  uneafi- 
nels,  that  an  European,  having  a  demand  of  a  few  hundred  Pagodas  on 
Keer-ul-dien  Cawn,  fcadpurhun  into  court,  that  the  officers  of.  the  coutK 
were  looking^  for  him,  and  tffct  he  had  no  power  to  (top  their  proceedings. 
Upon  hearing  this,  I  began  to  eniqurre  intp  Keer-ul-dien 'CaWn's  aftairs,  and 
#fco*rred  thatfte  Was  in  debr,  to'Eurdpeans  and  otljers,  to  the  Jutioilnt  of 
itear  two  fcacks  tof  Pagodas.  fcohfidefing  therefore ;that,  if  1  allowed  hirti 
to  go  about,  he  would  be  in  danger  of  beirig  ftfttd  by  his  Creditors,  ot' 
would  go  on  in  Ms  old  coaife  of  keeping  low  tfbmpany,  I  kept  him  in  my 
^4wn  gardens,  %here  were  alfo  myfoh  Syfe-ul-Mulck,  three  others r  of  my 
fcfts, -fcftd  other*  my  rdarions ;  hoping  tWt  by  thefe  means  profligate  and 
AeihpriOpfe  Would  be  diprivjid'of  any  fcbportbrfity  of  debauching  him, 
ahjfthieW6AM  Mdrmhis  toilddft,  and'hontorrtiw  any  mbre  moftey.  As 
Bon  as  he  KidctortWed'irfto  ttri&  erigagetfterits  with  me  that  Ke  would  avoi^ 
a^Hueh  coirfes'ih'fbture,  sttd  had  btotfg'Ht  Ydtrie  ctaMfcle  pferfdns  to  ftand 
fccurity  for  bis'ttrtrtiuft,  Twas  Bfegirtning  *gato  to  ihfcw  htai  favour  *  but 
Loiti  Pigot,'  Jo  brtic'r  tofnterfefeih  ;noy  domeftic  affairs  and  injure  me  in  my 
femily  government,  inveigled  away'  Keer-ul-dien  Cawn ;    accordingly,  on 

the- — ^u^i^^h^bd^^ththi-eeOfHis;  brotiiers;  before  break  of 
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ftrt>nger  proof  of  Lord  PigcH^iwctgl^hiniawaytfcin  tfiatf  Not  being: ft*  . 
tidied  merely  with  Jhewinghim  *ho  poiiteft  crmtmcov.be  provided  alio  a 
handfoin*  houfeforhis  reception,  furnifiied  him  with,  money  far  bis  ex* 
penfts,  fupplied  him  with  every  thing  he  had  occafion  for*  and  appointed  a 
guard  q£  the  Company's  Seapoys  to  attend  his  peribn.    Heihewa  him  eve- 
ry inftance  of  attention  in  his  power,  takes  him  into  his  diaifc,  and  carries: 
him  tvith  him  to  the  Company's  gardens ;  in  .the  honours  he  pays  him,  fees 
him  up  in  competition  with  me  and  my  ions*  and  filfa  his,  mind  with  hopes* 
From  the  beginning  of  my  frieodihip  with  the  Company,  it  hat  been  a -fixed 
agreement  between  me  and  the  fuceeffive  Governors  and  Councils,  that  if 
any  of  my  fervants,  even  to  a  common  Seapoy,  fhould  run  away  or  enter  into 
the  Company's  fervice,  they  are  to  deliver  him  up to  me*  and  that,  if  any 
fcldier  or;  Seapoy  of  theirs  (hould  run  away  from  them,  1  am  to  fearch  for 
him  carefully  in  my  country,  and  fcizeand  deliver  him  upio*he  Company* 
The  inveigling  away,  ,amd  giving  protection  to  Keer-^ul-diea  pawn  and  his 
brothers,  is  contrary  to  this  rule :  they  are  IbolHh  boys,  and  liave  not  fiich 
tack  or  ctipfequence  as  that  (heir .running  away  flrould  be  hurtful  or  detriment 
taito  my  affairs  5  but  the  reducing  and  protwftiag  them  may  be  a  means  of 
breeding  infolence  in  others,  and  of  diftreffing  me  materially :    I  (hall  apt- 
peer  vnfi&niikant  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  country  powers,  who  will  obfepve 
that  cheCompany  and  I  wtre  formerly  not  upon  this  footing,  but  that  now 
engagements  are  not  attended  to.     As  I  have  now  ftated  to- you  the  whole 
of  L^rd  Pigot'a  conduft*  I  wiU  take  the  liberty  to  enquire,  What  rights  there 
are  I  am  poflcfied  of  which  Lord  Pigoc  has  not  violated  ?  fuch  as  the  frights 
df  a  father,   the  rights  of  a  mafter,  the  rights  of  an  ally  of  the  king  of 
England,  the  rights  of  a  prince,  the  rights  of  a  friend  \  for  I  am  the  finetreft 
friend  of  the  Englifh  nation,  and  it  is  arigh  t  fuperior  to  all  others*     I  moft 
eafneftly  entreat : you  to  coafider  the  whole  of  Lord  Pigot's  conduit  from 
the  beginning  to  this  day,  and  then  determine,   whether,  without  removing-: 
Lord  rsgot  from  the  Government  it  is  poffible  far  you  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  iecurity  of  the  Carnaticand  of  die  Company's  affairs?     My  complaints 
againft  Lord  Pigot  are  particularized  here-wider,  and  every  one  of  them  ia  - 
pqblickiy  known  by  all  the  Englifh  gentlemen  to  be  founded  on  fa£t  and 
truth :  other  complaints  there  are  likewife  of  Englifti  gentlemen,  which  are 
of  confequence  and  highly  vdUgracefal \   and  the  caufes  of  Lord  Pigot's 
coming  to  India,  and  of  his  enmity  towards  jne,  will  thereby  be  made  appa- 
rent;   but  it  i»not  my  bufinefs  to  (late  thofe  particulars.    My  faft  com* 
plaint  is,  that  Lord  Pigot,  after  his  arrival  here  and  making  known  to  me 
the  Company's  orders,  notwithstanding  1  did  not  oppofe  the  faid  orders, 
ufed  his  endeavours  to  prevent  my  ftating  real  facts  and  circumftaaces, 

*.  and 


s 
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and  to  hinder  the  from  teprefcnting  to  my  friends  my  own  rights,  and  the 
detriment  and  d'rfgrace  the  affairs  and  intercfts  of  die  Company  would  fuflfer 
from  carrying  their  orders  into  execution  relative  ro  Tanjore.  My  fecmd 
iomplai*t%  that  notwithftanding  I  contented  with  the  utmoft  pleafure  to 
receive  a  garrifon  of  my  friends  troops  into  the  fort  of  Tanjore,  and  fuch 
garrifon  had  accordingly,  a  month  before,  been  received  into  the  fort;  yet 
Lord  Pigot*  in  order  to  flatter  Toljajee,  fct  out  from  Madrafs  on  this  bufi- 
nefs  with  an  army,  although  a  GngleCompany's  Peon  would  have  been  frf- 
ficient  for  what  there  was  to  be  done  at  Tanjose,  By  this  means  the  honour 
of  my  friendftiip  with  the  Englilh  nation  was  greatly  injured.  Omptaim 
the  third.  Notwithftanding  I  wrote  public  orders  to  my  Naib  Nojeib  Cawn, 
and,  by  means  of  Mr*  Chambers,  repeasediy  explained  the  contents  of  them 
to  Lord  Pigot,  to  whom  I  delivered  them,  that  he  might  fend  them  to 
Colonel  Harder  *  and  notwithftanding  Lord  Pigpt  agreed  that  he  would  al- 
ways keep  my  Naib  with  a  thoufand  of  my  cavalry  in  the  fort  of  Tanjore; 
that  my  nag  fhould  fly  there ;  that  the  crops  fhould  be  applied  to  the  dif- 
charge  of  my  arrears  to  my  troops  in  manner  aa  I  had  affigned  them  j  all 
which  particulars  will  be  apparent  by  the  order  formerly  fcnt ;  yet  Lord 
Pigot  baa  violated  theft  engagements,  and  not  performed  a  (ingle  one  of 
them.  This  is  wholly  repugnant  to  the  Englilh  faith*  Cmflamt  rbi 
fomrtk.  '  Loud  Pigpt  employed  the  ttoops  which  he  carried  with  him  so 
Tanjore,  and  which  I  pay  to  this  diy,  to  icize  and  colled  all  the  grain  in 
that  countny,  which  1  had,  at  a  Very  great  ixpenle,  caufed  to  be  fowu,  and 
had  affigned  to  mf  creditors.  By  this  means  the  affairs  of  my  creditors 
and  army  were  thrown  into  fuch  diftrefies  as  are  not  eafily  to  be  repaired. 
(Ccmplaitit  the  fifth.  Lord  Pigot,  by  feizing  the  Dubbeer,  and  others  my 
clerks  and  agents,  and  carrying  them  out  odf  my  country,  with  my  accounts 
and  papers,  has  violated  the  guarantee  of  the  king  and  parliament,  efta- 
i>Ii(hed  in  behalf  of  my  rights ;  and  far  this  ht  is  deferring  ef  the  Jenxnft 
funijhmenty  having  by  this  conduit  been  the  means  of  banging  dishonour 
on  his  king  and  nation  in  India.  The  confequence  will  be,  that  none  of  the 
.priftces  of  India  will  henceforward  have  any  reliance  on  the  guarantee  of  the 
£ngli(h  nation,  unlefs  Lord  Pigot  be  duly  punifbed.  You  and  the  gentle- 
men of  your  Council  are  men  of  fenfe  and  wifdom :  I  have  therefore  not  a 
•doubt  that  y6u  will  remove,  tins  per/on  from  his  efia  *  for  this  man  has 
been  the  caule  of  deftroying  the  foundation  of  the  authority  of  the  king  and 
parliament  and  English  nation  in  India ;  the  foundation  ofaheir  authority 
•bring  their  faith  and  honour.  ComfUint  tbejbctb.  Lord  Pigot,  under 
the  fcn&ion  of  executing  the  Company's  orders,  feized  upon  the  fort  of 
Yellum*  (where,  for  §ve  years  p*ft  an  Englilh  garrifon  has  been  kept  at  a 
confiderablc  expenfe,)  and  expelled  my  KiUcdar  with  difgrace*     He  like. 

wife 
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wife  feized  other  villages,  which  Tuljagee  gave  up,  together  with  Vettira?, 
as  a  compenfation  for  the  expenfes  of  the  firft  expedition,  by  a  treaty.  con- 
eluded  by  means  of  Mr.  Du  Pre,  in  the  year  177*.  A  tide  tbefcvendk 
Lord  Pigot,  after  his  return  from  Tanjore,  (hewed  me  a  draught  of  a  letter, 
written  in  his  hand,  and  which  is  now  in  my  pofiefiion,  defiring  me  to 
write  one  conformably  to  it.  The  contents  of  the  letter  were,,  "  that  I 
"  forgave  and  paflecL  over  his  proceedings  in  the  affair  of  Tanjore,  and 
u  delivered  the  whole  of  my  affairs  into  his  management."  Heat  the  fame 
time  prefled  me  earneftly  to  furnilh  him  with  fome  fa&s,  by  means  of 
which  he  might  be  enabled  to  difmifs  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  Mr.  Maekay, 
and  others  of  the  Council  who  oppofed  him.— When  he  Taw  that  I  had 
more  fenfe  than  to  write  him  fuch  a  letter,  he  became  very  much  my 
enemy,  and  in  order  to  do  me  a  mi  (chief,  he  fent  his  people  in  the  night  to 
feize  and  take  fome  people  belonging  to  me,  who  were  in  my  garden.  One 
day  he  came  to  me  himfelf,  and  threatened  me,  declaring  he  would  put  an 
European  guard  over  me,  which,  to  a  prince,  is  worfe  than  death;  from  all 
thefc. proceedings  of  Lord  Pigot,  and  from  his  inveigling  away*  the  people 
of  my  family,  you  will  .be  fenfible,  theft  is  *an  immediate  tucejfity for  re- 
moving him  from  the  government  of  Madrafs.  If  you  do  not  immediately 
determine  on  this  meafure,  it  is  impoffiblefof  me  to  defcribe  to  you  the 
anxiety  I  fhall  be  under  for  my  own  perfonal  welfare  and  prefcrvation,  and 
the  welfare  and  prefervation  of  the  Company's  affairs.  As  I  have  not  en- 
larged upon  all  thefc  circumftances  merely  for  the  fake  of  my  own  affairs, 
but  alfo  for  the  fake  of  thofe  of  the  Company,  as  conneded  with  this  parr 
of  the  world,  I  have  therefore  the  fame  kind  of  reliance  upon  your  juftice, 
as  I  fhould  have  in  a  dark  night  oh  die  fun's  riling  the  next  morning : 
What  can  I  fay  more  ? 

Rcfohred  that  the  different  employs  at  the  Prefideney  be  filled  up  in  the 
following  manner. 

E.  Warehoufe-keeper,  Mr.  Jourdan         1 

Sea  Cuftomer,  Mr.  Palmer  1 

Grain-keeper  ?   Mr^  j     rf  J 

Rental  General,  i  4 

Committee  of  Works, 

Military  Store-keeper,  Mr.  Brooke,        1 

7  A  Civil 
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Civil  Store-keeper, 

Land  Cuftomcr, 

Import  Warehoufe-keeper, 

Civil  Pay  mailer, 

Military  Paymafter, 

Affay  Mafter, 

Mint  Mafter  and  Cafli  Keeper, 

Committee  of  Works. 

Mr.  Mackay, 

Col.  Capper  and  Col.  Rofs, 

At   a  CONSULTATION,   9th  September,  1776. 

PRESENT, 
George  Stratton,  Efq.  Prefident  and  Governor; 


)    . 

Mr.  Palmer, 

3 

Mr.  Jourdan, 

2                           I 

Mr.  Palmer 

2 

Mr.  Brooke, 

2 

* 
Mr.  Brooke, 

3 

Mr.  Mack  ay 

Prefident, 

Committee  of  Stores. 

1 
1 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher, 

i 

Mr.  Brooke. 

i 

HENRY  BROOKE, 
CHARLES  FLOYER, 
FRANCIS  JOURDAN. 


SIR  ROBERT  FLETCHER* 
ARCHDALE  PALMER, 
GEORGE  MACKAY. 


Minute  of  Sir  Robert  Fktcber. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher  begs  to  recall  to  the  recolfe&ion  of  the  Board,  that 
he  did  repeatedly  complain  in  Council  feveral  months  ago,  of  the  very  un- 
accountable flow  progrefs  of  the  fortifications,  and  that  he  then  told  the 
Board,  he  would  take  an- opportunity  of  having  the  caufes  of  his  complaints, 
enquired  into  before  the  departure  of  a  (htpibr  England;  and  Sir  Robert 
now  requefts,  that  an  enquiry  may  be  made  into  this  important  bufinels. . 

In  confequence  of  which,  the  following  Letter  is  wrote  to  the  Chief 
Engineer. 
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To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rofs*  Chief  Engineer* 


S  I  R, 


The  Prefident  and  Council  are  pleafed  to  direft  you  to  furnilh  them  with 
a  prefent  ftate  of  the  fortifications  of  this  place,  and  that  you  do  acquaint 
them  at  the  fame  time,  in  what  manner  their  progrefs  has  been  retarded* 
and  likewifc,  that  you  do  further  inform  them,  what  you  judge  moil  ex- 
pedient to  be  done  for  it's  immediate  fecurity,  in  cafe  of  an  emergency. 

I  am, 

SIR, 

Fort  St,  George,  Your  moft  obedient  fervant, ' 

9th  September,  1776. 

R.  J.  SULIVAN,  Secretary* 

Read  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Hughes. 

SaUfiwjy  in  Madrafs  Road,  tie  pb  Day  of  September >  1775. 

SIR  and  GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  juft  now  received  your  letter  of  yefterday,  and  confefs  I  (hould 
have  been  difappointed,  to  have  been  told  that  you  had  any  proofs  before 
you,  that  his  Majefty  had  empowered  any  of  his  officers  to  require  the  re* 
moval  of  any  fervant  of  the  Company,  in  a  fimilar  fituation  with  Lord 
Pigot,  from  under  the  authority  of  the  Company's  Government,  as  I 
had  believed  the  cafe  to  be  unexampled. 

You  think  you  cannot,  confidently  with  the  important  truft  repofed  ia 
you,  comply  with  the  requifition  made  by  me,  in  the  name  of  his  Majefty, 
a  name  by  me  deemed  very  high  fecurity,  and  which  I  have  power  to  ufe 
in  national  concerns  of  the  utmoft  importance;  and  as  I  feel  in  my  breaft. 
that  I  have  done  my  duty  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  my  country,  in  making  the 

requifition* 


.•  •• 


•».• 


tr quifition,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  you  have  taken  on  yourfetves  any  and 
all  the  ill  confcquences  which  may  arifc  from  the  refufaU 

.   .  I  am; 

SIR  and  GENTLEMEN, 

Your  molt  obedient  humble  fervant, 

EDWARD  HUGHES. 

George  Strattoni  Efq.  Prffiknt  and  Governor  &c.  Council  of  Fort  St.  George. 

Draught  of  the  following  Letter  to  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  is  now  read  and 

approved* 


9>  the  Rajah  of  fan] ore* 


S  I  R, 


I  have  had  the  pleafure  to  receive  your  letter  in  anfwer  to  the  one  I  wrote  * 
to  you  the  25th  ultimo,  which  you  tell  me  was  explained  to  you  by  Lieut. 
Colonel  Harper,  exprcfling  the  happinefs  you  felt  on  my  being  Governor  of 
this  place,  and  of  the  obligation  you  are  under  to  the  Company,  in  relieving 
you  from  the  many  difficulties  you  had  been  under,  and  that  you  fhoulJ  al- 
ways place  an  entire  confidence  in  them.  Thefe  afRirances  give  me  great 
pleafure,  and  1  again  repeat,  that  you  may  always  rely  on  my  fupportand 
prote&ion  1  I  have  only  to  requeft,  that  you  will  on  all  occasions  open  your 
mind  to  me,  and  without  the  leaft  referve  exprefs  what  you  wifh,  as  it  is 
my  earned  defire,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Council,  to  make  you  and  all  your 
people  happy  and  contented $  if  you  have  any  grievance  that  you  wifh  to  / 
nave  redreffed,  acquaint  me  therewith,  that  I  may  (hew  my  readinefs  to 
relieve  you. 

I  think  it  neceffary  to  acquaint  you,  the  prefent  Council  and  myfelf 
difapproved  of  the  appointment  of  a  Chief  and  Council  and  Refklent  at 
Tanjore,for  we  wilh  to  convince  you,  that  the  management  of  your  govern- 
ment (hall  always  reft  on  yourfelf^  that  it  is  notour  intention  to  interfere 

therein, 


1 


y 
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therein,  and  I  (hall  take  particular  care  that  aofcrvaftt  of  the  Company** 
(hall  do  fo  dirc&ly  or  indire&ly. 

It  having  been  reprefented  that  your  mind  was  disturbed  with  fears  and 
alarms,  the  Council  were  ignorant  on  what  thefe  affertions  could  be  ground- 
ed, fince  you  never  cxpreffed  them  in  any  letters  laid  before  the  Board;  I 
mud  now  therefore  erprefs  my  own  wifh,  as  well  as  their's,  that  if  any  fuch 
fears  and  alarms  doexift  in  your  bread,  that  you  will  loofe  n&  time  in  re- 
prefenting  <hcm  to  me,  that  I  may  {hew  my  readinefs  in  relieving  you;  ac 
the  fame  time  I  am  to  requeft,  that  any  matter  which  you  wi(h  to  reprcfent 
to  the  Company,  refpedting  this  or  on  any  other  fubje£tvyou  will  imme- 
diately acquaint  me  with  the  particulars,  that  I  may  make  the  fame  known 
to  them  by  the  fhip  now  under  difpatch. 

If  the  Vackeel  here,  or  any  fervant  placed  about  your  perfon,  (hould  in 
any  refpeft  be  difagreeable  to  you,  you  are  at  liberty  to  remove  them,  or  not, 
as  you  think  proper ;  for  L  fhall  always  look  upon  it  as  an  indignity  to 
your  rank,  if  Moodoo  Kiftnah,  or  any  Dubafh  whatever,  (hall  prefumc  to 
dictate  to  you  in  the  choice  of  your  fervants,  or  to  interfere  in  your  Govern- 
ment. I  haye  given  drift  orders  to  this  purpofcto  my  Dubafh,  and  no 
man  whatever  has  a  right  to  make  ufe  of  my  name  in  any  interference  in 
your  affairs.  This,with  the  affu ranees  given  you  in  this  letter  will  convince 
you  of  my  good  intentions,  and  that  it  is  my  determined  refolution  to  fup« 
port  you  in  your  Government  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power. 

I  am, 

S  I  R, 
Fort  St.  George, 
7th  September,  1776.  *  Your  fincere  friend, 

GEORGE  STRATTON. 

The  Prefident  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  Letter  from  Major  Home 

»   -  to  him. 

The  Honourable  George  Stratum*  Efq.  Prefident  and  Governor,  &V . 

Honourable  SIR, 

Captain  Panton,  of  his  Majefty's  Ship  Swallow,  has  been  here  on  a  vifit 
to  Lord  Pigot,  and  delivered  a  parcel  and  a  letter  to  his  Lordfhip.     I  have 

7  B  fome 
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t 


('5$*    ) 

fome  doubts  whether  the  letter  was  a  public  difpatch  or  not,  but  as  Cap- 
tain Pan  ton,  I  under  ftood,  came  from  the  Commodore*!  houfe,  he  could 
not  be  unacquainted  with  the  fituation  of  affairs;  and  as  there  were  company 
prefent  when  he  arrived,  I  judged  it  would  not  be  proper  to  queftion  Cap- 
tain Pan  ton  with  refpeft  to  the  letter  he  had  delivered  to  his  Lord  (hip  be* 
ing  of  a  public  or  private  nature,  in  refpeft  to  the  commiflion  he  holds  in 
his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  alfo  as  many  letters  are  forwarded  to  his  Lord- 
fliip  from  you,  Sir,  and  the  fecretary,  however  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to  in- 
form you  of  Captain  Panton  having  delivered  a  letter,  as  it  is  pofllble 
it' may  be  a  pu  blic  difpatch,  and  to  requeft  your  further  inftruftions,  if 
I  am  to  examine  the  addrefs  before  any  perfon  delivers  a  letter  to  hia 
Lordlhip. 

I  am  with  refpe&» 


Mount, 
9th  September,  1776. 
9  P.M. 


Honourable  SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

MATTHEW  HORNE, 


RESOLVED,  that  the  confideration  of  the  above  letter  be  deferred  until 
we  know  whether  Sir  Edward  Hughes  has  any  packet  for  this  Prefidency . 


Tuefday. 
1  oth  Septem- 
ber, 1776. 


At    a   CONSULTATION, 
PRESENT, 
George  Stratum,  Efq.  Governor,  Prefident. 


Ktenry  Brooke, 
Charles  Floyer, 
Francis  Jourdan, 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher, 
Archdale  Palmer, 
George  Mackay. 


The  Prefident  acquainrs  the  Board,  that  he  has  iuft  now  received  a  note 
from  the  Commodore's  fecretary,  accompanying  a  box  packet  for  the  Court 
of  Diredors,  which  came  by  his  Majefty's  (loop  the  Swallow  from  Bengal. 

The 
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The  Board  remark,  that  the  box  packet  above-mentioned  Is  received 
without  any  letter  of  advice  from  the  Governor-General  and  Council  in 
Bengal,  from  which  circumllance  they  are  led  to  conclude,  that  the  letter 
mentioned  in  Major  Home's  addrefs  of  yefterday  to  have  been  delivered  by 
Captain  Panton  to  Lord  Pigot  at  the  Mount,  is  that  which  ought  to  have 
accompanied  the  box  packet.     In  confequence  the  following  letter  is  now 

wrote  to  the  Governor- General  and  Council. 

« 

Ta  the  Honour abk  Warren  Uafiings^  Efq.  Governor-Gcneraly  &c.   Council  at 

hortWilliam. 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

We  had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  the  6th  inftant. 

His  Majefty's  (loop  the  Swallow  imported  here  yefterday »  by  which  con- 
veyance we  did  nop  receive  any  letter  from  you,  but  the  Commodore's 
fecretary  has  }uft  now  fent  in  a  packet  from  your  Honour,  &c.  for  theCourt 
of  Directors,  which  we  (hall  be  careful  to  forward  by  the  Grenville* 

In  a  letter  we  received  yefterday  by  the  He&or  from  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, dated  5th  April,  they  enclofe  intelligence  collected  by  Mr. 
Churchill,  late  third  mate  of  the  (hip  Afhburnham,  arrived  in  England  on 
the  French  fhip  Terre. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 


v 


Fort  St.  George,  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants, 

10th  September,  1776. 

GEORGE  STRATTON,  &c.  CounciL 

P.  S.  We  have  received  a  packet  for  your  Honours,  &c.  by  the  He£torr 
which  we  (hall  forward  by  the  firft  fea  conveyance  that  offers. 

And  the  Prefident  is  defired  to  write  the  following  letter  to  Major  Home. 

To 
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To  Major  Hunt* 


S  I  R, 


Late  lad  night  I  received  your  letter,  acquainting  me  of  Captain  Panton 
having  yefterday  paid  Lord  Pigot  a  vifit,  and  delivered  to  him  a  packet 
m  which  you  knew  not  whether  it  was  of  a  publick  or  private  nature.  You 
will  take  an  opportunity  of  afking  LordPigot  this  queftion,  acquainting  him 
that  you  did  not  think  it  proper  to  fpeak  to  him  at  the  time,  or  before  on 
the  fubjeft,  fince  it  was  delivered  to  him  when  in  company  of  others.  As 
Ihavereafon  to  believe  that  this  packet  is  a  public  one  from  Bengal,  it 
will  be  neceflary  that  you  fhould  fee  the  direction  of  every  letter  delivered 
to  his  Lordfhip,  that  in  cafe  any  one  is  brought  to  him  in  future,  addrefled 
to  this  Government,  you  may  receive  and  forward  it  here  immediately.  At 
the  fame  time  you  will  obferve,  that  any  private  letters  that  may  hereafter 
come  by  the  tappals,  or  by  (hipping,  for  Lord  Pigot,  theft  letters  (hall  be 
fent  to  you  by  me. 

I  am, 

S  I  R, 
Fort  St.  George, 
i  oth  Scptem ber,  1776.  Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 


Read  the  following  Letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper. 

To  thi  Honourable  George  StraUon,  Efq.  Prejtdent  and  Governor*  &c.  Council. 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

I  have  received  your  letter  dated  the  2d  inftant.  Since  my  letter  of  the 
29th  1  have  often  been  with  the  Rajah,  and  have  taken  every  opportunity 
to  convince  him,  that  he  would  always  be  fupported  by  the  Honourable 
Company ;  I  have  now  the  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that  he  fecms  quite, 
eafy  in  his  mind*  I  have  acquainted  him  with  your  lad  aflurances  of  your 
firm  refolution  to  fupport  him  in  all  his  juft  rights,  which  afforded  him  , 

great 


1 

i 
4 


great  fatisfa&ion.  He  replied,  which  he  has.  frequently  repeated  before*, 
that  he  would  ever  depend  on  the  Honourable  Company,  and  that  he  was 
ready  to  facrifice  his  life  in  their  caufe.  I  mentioned  alfo  to  the  Rajah,  that 
the  charges  exhibited  againft  Comaroo  had  been  ftridlly  enquired  into,  and 
that  he  was  acquitted  thereof,  and  that  you  had  giveiv  him  permiffion  to 
proceed  to  Tanjore  to  fettle  his  private  bufinefs.  He  told  me,  his  coming 
.at  this  time,  when  the  inhabitants  are  employed  all  over  the  country  in 
.cultivating  the  lands,  would  be  attended  with  a  great  inconveniency,  as  it 
muft  take  a  number  of  people  from  their  bufinefs  in  order  to  fettte 
with  him;  he  therefore  wiflaes  his  coming  could  be  deferred  until  January; 
next,  when  their  b*fiae&  will  be  partly  well  over. 

* 
I  am  with  perfect  refpect, 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

w 

Tanjore,  itow  moft  obedient  fervant,, 

2th  September,  1 776. 

*      v  "  *  h. harper; 

kv  confluence  of  the  above  fent  the  following  letters. 

« 

2V  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper.. 
&  I  R, 

We  have  received*  your  letter  dated  7th  inftant,  and  in  confequencc  the 
Prefident  has  written  tb  the  Rajah* 

We  are, 

$1  R* 


•      « 


Fort  St.  George, 
joth  September,  iTj6.  Your  moft  obedient  fervant?i 

GEORGE  STRATTON,  &c.  Council 
7C  *• 


I 


(    5«»    ) 

(ft  /&*  &ff*£  ^  Tanjore. 


S  I  R, 
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In  a  letter  I  have  this  day  received  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper, 
dated  the  7th  inftant,  he  acquaints  me,  "  that  you  had  mentioned  to  him, 
*'  that  the  charges  exhibited  againft  Comaroo  had  been  enquired  into,  that 
m"  he  was  acquitted  thereof,  and  had  my  pcrmifiion  to  proceed  to  Tanjore 

on  his  private  bufinefs."  On  which  you  told  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper,. 
"that  his  coming  at  this  time,  when  the  inhabitants  were  employed  all  over 
"  your  country  in  cultivating  the  lands,  it  would  be  attended  with  a  great 
"  inconveniency,  as  it  mult  take  a  number  of  people  from  their  bufinefs 

in  order  to  fettle  with  him;  and  that  you  therefore  wiflied  his  coming 

could  be  deferred  until  January  next,  when  your  bufinefs  would  be  partly 
"  well  over/*  In  anfwer  to  which,  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  that  Comaroo 
left  this  place  fome  days  fince ;  and  though  it  is  my  defire  that  juftice  be 
done  to  all,  I  am  at  the  fame  time  refolved  not  to  interfere  in  your  Govern- 
ment, having  already  told  you,  that  I  leave  to  yourfelf  the  manner  and  time 
of  fettling  the  claims  in  your  country.  It  is  my  wifh,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Council,  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  your  country;  and  therefore,  if  a 
prefent  enquiry  into  thofe  claims  will  impede  it,  you  will  of  courfe  defer  it 
'Until  it  may  be  convenient. 

I  (hall  always  be  glad  to  hear  often  from  you,  that  I  may  know  you  are 
in  good  health  and  happy, 

1  am  with  perfed  regard, 

SIR, 

Fort  St.  George, 
soth  September,  1776.  Your  fincere  friend, 

GEORGE  STRATTON. 


At 


» 


(    $6$    ) 
At  a   CONSULTATION  the  nth  Sept.  1776. 

Wednesday, 
PRESENT,  ixthScptem^ 


btf,  1776. 


George  Stratton,  Efq.  Prefident  and  Governor. 


Henry  Brooke, 
Charles  Floyer, 
Francis  Jourdan. 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher, 
Archdale  Palmer, 
George  Mackajr, 


Captain  Tonyn  being  arrived  here  from  the  fouthward,  in  confequence  of 
orders  fent  to  him,  and  attending,  he  is  now  called  in,  and  queftioned  as  fol- 
lows with  reipeft  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Dobbeer  was  feized  at 
Arialoor. 

In  order  that  the  moft  perfed  information  may  be  obtained  relative  to  the 
feizure  of  the  Dobbeer, 

RESOLVED,  That  Captain  Tonyn  be  examined,  as  well  as  fuch  other 
officers,  non-commiflioned  officers  and  troopers,  as  were  employed  on  that 
fervics. 

■ 

Queftions  to   Captain  Tonyn. 

Queftion  1.  Were  the  orders  you  received  from  Lord  Pigot,  when  you 
proceeded  with  your  troop  to  bring  the  Dobbeer  to  him,  in  writing  or 

verbal  ? 
Anfwer.  They  were  in  writing. 

Queftion  2.    What  were  the  orders  ? 

Anfwer.    He  gives  them  in  writing. 

Tanjore,  13th  April,  1776. 
CAPTAIN      Tonyn, 

SIR, 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  proceed  with  the  troop  under  your  command 
toYikarum,  and  efcort  from  that  place  hither  the  Dobbeer,  formerly  in 

the 
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thefervicc  of  the  Rajah  of  Tanj*rc.-  Vtdeaa  Das  Aftry*  who  accompanies* 
ypu,  will  condufik  you  to  Vlkarum.    I  am,' Sir, 


Your  mof£  obedierft  fcrvant, 


*  I  G  O  T. 


Queftion  3«  Whit  did1  you*  in  tonfequence  of  thefe  orders  ?  the  particu- 
lars you  will  relate. 

Anfwer.  In  confequence  of  the  orders  I  immediately  proceeded  to  Vika~ 
turn.  On  my  afrival  at  Vikar  Urn  I  underftood  the  Dobbeer  had  left  that 
place  nfro  days  before,  and  was  at  that  time  at  Ariafoor  -,  in  conference  of 
which  F  proceeded  to  Ariatoor  without;  hefitation^  and  was  accompanied  by 
Yidena  Das  Aftry,  one  of  the  Rajah's  people,  who  carried  me  to  the  Dobbeer. 

Queftion  4.    Is  Arialoor  an  open  or  enclofed  town  ? 
•    Anfwer.    I  am  riot  certain  whether  it  h  etoclofcd  or  not  \  I  imagine  it  is* 
as  there  is  a  wall  on  that  fide  where  1  entered. 

Queftion  5.  Did  you  meet  with  any  oppofition  in  the  execution  of  the 
orders  you  received  frdta  Lord  Figot,  or  in  leaving  the  pltoe  ? 

Anfwer.      Non£. 

Queftion  7.  Did  you  fee  any  Seapoys  or  Centinels  when  you  was  at 
Arialoor,  arid  in  particular  about  the  Dobbeer's  houfe  ? 

Anfwer.  I  do  not  r£celk#  toftave  ftfcn  a  fingie  Centinel  or  Seapoy;at 
kafly  if  there  were  any,  they  were  not  in  a  military  drefs^foas  that  I  could 
diftinguifti  them. 

Queftion.  Did  you  lee  arfy  peo^ti  With  otitis  *b6iit  the  DsbbeerV 
houfe  ? 

Anfwer.    I  do  not  recoiled  to  have  feen  any  J>e&pfe  with  fcrnis. 

Queftion.    At  what  time  of  the  day  did  yotf  a* tift  at  Ariatodf  ? 

Anfwer.  I  cannot  immediately  rleolleft  thfc  hoar*  it  Wis  fometfflWfcafcout 
the  middle  of  the  day. 

Queftion  8.    In  what  fituation  did  yoti  find  the  Dobbeer  ? 

Anfwer.  He  was  fitting  in  his  houfe  in  an  undfcis;  I  do  not  remember 
that  he  was  employed  upon  any  thing  in  particular. 

Queftion.  What  did  you  fay  to  the  Dobbeer  on  your ;  iarti^al  at 
AriaToor  ? 

Anfwer.  There  was  a  letter  delivered  to  him  by  Videna  Das  Aftty,  and 
I  believe  the  letter  was  from  the  Rajah.  The  Dobbeer  cxpfeflW  much  fc- 
tisfaltion  at  receiving  the  letter,  and  he  propofed  the  fetting  out  imme- 
diately before  I  had  laid  any  thing  to  him  on  the  fubjed. 

Queftion. 


(   sfis   ) 

Queftion.   When  you  did  fpcak  to  him  what  did  you  fay? 

Anfwcr.  I  told  him  I  was  come  to  efcort  him  to  Tanjore,  that  my  men 
and  horfes  however  wanted  refreshment,  and  that  I  therefore  could  not  let 
off  with  him  immediately. 

Queftion.  'How  long  did  you  remain  at  Arialoor,  before  you  fet  off 
With  the  Dobbeer  ? 

Anfwer.    We  marched  very  early  the  next  morning. 

Queftion.  Was  the  Dobbeer  made  acquainted  that  it  was  neceflary  for 
him  to  carry  any  papers,  cadjans,  or  any  thing  elfe  with  him  to  Tanjore  ? 

Anfwer.    Not  by  me. 

Queftion.    Was  he  by  any  perfon  cife  to  your  knowledge  ? 

Anfwer.   Not  to  my  knowledge  ? 

Queftion.  What  papers,  cadjans,  or  baggage  did  it  appear  the  Dob* 
beer  carried  with  him  to  Tanjore  ? 

Anfwer.  I  faw  no  papers  or  cadjans,  nor  did  I  know  of  any •,  there  were 
I  think  two  or  three  haecarees  with  bullocks,  but  What  was  in  them  I  do 
oor  know. 

Queftion,  Had  Vedenate  Da«  Aftry  any  private  conferences  with  the 
Dobbeer  ? 

Anfwer.  He  may  have  had  private  conferences  for  what  J  know  ;  I  left 
him  with  the  Dobbeer  When  I  left  the  Dobbeer's  houfe,  and  there  he  might 
have  remained  for  fome  time. 

Queftion.  Did  you  leave  a  guard  at  the  Dobbeer's  houfe  when  you 
quitted  it  ? 

Anfwer.    I  left  a  trooper  centinel  at  his  door. 

Queftion.     'What  orders  did  you  give  the  centinel? 

Arifvwer,  I  ordered 'him  to  prevent  any  people  from  incommoding  the 
Dobbeer. 

Queftion.  Did  you  give  any  further  orders  to  the  centinel,  fuch  as  to 
prevent  the  Dobbeer  or  any  of  his  people  coming  out  of  his  houfe  ? 

Anfwer.  The  only  orders  I  gave  to  the  centinel  were  to  prevent  any  peo- 
ple from  going  into  the -Dobbeer's  houfe,  exceptfuchas  he  chofe,  for  1  ap- 
prehended the  Europeans,  out  of  curiofity,  might  have  attempted  getting 
into  the  houfe,  and  might  become  thereby  troublefome. 

Queftion.  Were  any  other  orders,  inftcu&ions,  or  mcflages,  in  writ- 
ing, or  verbal,  except  the  written  orders  you  have  laid  before  the  Board, 
given  you  by  authority,  before  or  after  your  departure  from  Tanjore  for 
elcorting  the  Dobbeer  thither  ? 

Anfwer.    None  ;  the  only  orders  -I  recnvcdl  have  laid  before  the  Board. 

Queftion.  Did  you  carry  from  Arialoor  any  other  perfon  befides 
the  Dobbeer  ? 

7  D  Anfwer 
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Anfwer.  Th*re  was  another  perfon,  who  I  imagined  to  be  one  of  hit 
people  v   he  accompanied  the  Dobbeer  to  Tanjore. 

Queftion.  How  long  did  you  remain  at  Vickerum  before  you  pro- 
ceeded to  Arialoor  ? 

Anfwer.  I  did  not  halt,  but  proceeded  immediately  when  I  heard  the 
Dubbeer  had  left  the  place, 

Queftion.  Did  you  write,,  or  otherwife  advife  Lord  Pigot  from 
Vickerum,  that  the  Dobbeer  was  not  there,  and  of  your  intentions  to  pro- 
ceed to  Arialoor? 

Anfwer.  I  ordered  the  troop  to  march  on,  but  flopped  myfelf  near  to 
Vickerum,  and  wrote  to  Lord  Pigot,  that  the  Dobbeer  had  left  Vickerum, 
and  was  at  that  time  at  Arialoor,  a  place  about  15  miles  diftant,  and  that 
1  was  proceeding  thither. 

Queftion.  Did  you  receive  any  aofwer  from  Lord  Pigot  before  your 
return  to  Tanjore  2 

Anfwer.  No;  I  could  not  receive  an  anfwer,  as  there  was  not  time 
fufticienc  for  a  hircarrah  to  go  and  return. 

Queftion.     Did  you  write  any  letter  from  Arialoor  to  Lord  Pigot  ? 

Anfwer.    I  wrote  alfo  from  Arialoor  to  Lord  Pigot. 

Queftion.     What  did  you  fay  in  that  letter  ? 

Anfwer.  I  told  his  Lordlhip  the  Dobbeer  was  at  ArialoorT  and  that  J 
fhouid  efcort  him  the  next  day  to  Tanjore,  or  words  to  that  effedt. 

Queftion.  You  will  be  pleafed  to  explain  to  the  Board  the  report 
you  made  to  Lord  Pigot  upon  your  return  to  Tanjore. 

Anfwer.   On  my  return  to  Tanjore,  I  was  informed  by  feme  of  Lord 
Pigot's  fervants,  that  his  Lord  (hip  was  gone  to  Vellum  ;  I  in  confequencc 
.  reported  to  Colonel  Harper,  that  the  Dobbeer  was  arrived,  who  gave  the 
neceflary  orders  for  his  admittance  into  the  Fort. 

Queftion.  What  pafled  between  you  and  Lord  Pigot  when  you  met 
relative  to  the  execution  pf  the  orders  you  had  received  from  him  ? 

Anfwer.  As  I  had  before.reported  to  Colonel  Harper  the  arrival  of  the 
Dobbeer,  I  made  no  further  report  to  his  Lordfhip. 

Queftion.  .  Did  his  Lordfhip,  at  no  time,  exprels  his  approbation  of 
the  manner  in  which  you  had  conduced  yourfelf  in  the  bringing  the 
Dobbeer  to  Tanjore  ? 

Anfwer.  I  do  not  recollect  particularly  that  he  did  j  when  we  were  re- 
taining to  our  cantonments,  Lord  Pigot  prefented  me  with  a  fword. 

Captain  Tonyn  ordered  to  withdraw,. 

As 
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As  we  wifh  to  give  the  Company  and  the  Governor-General  and  Council 
of  Bengal  every  information  in  our  power,  concerning  the  feizure  of  the 
Dobbeer, 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Commander  in  Chief  be  dire&ed  to  give 
orders,  that  QuArcer.Mafter  Mackay,  pf  the  European  troop  of  cavalry,  and 
fuch  of  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  troopers  as  took  charge  of  the 
Dobbeer  at  Arialoor,  be  ordered  to  the  Presidency,  to  be  examined  on 
that  fubjeft.  J 

Read  Letter  from  Major  Home. 


*         * 


To  the  Honourable  George  Stratton,  Efq.  Prejident>  Governor>  &V. 
Honourable  SI  R, 

a 

I  have  taken  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  Lord  Pigot,  as  directed  in 
your  letter  of  yeftcrday  :  he  anfwered,  that  Captain  Panton  had  delivered 
him  a  public  letter  from  Bengal,  which  was  addrefTed  to  him  ;  that  it  con- 
tained what  you  had  received  at  Madrafs  fome  days  ago  *,  and  as  that  imme- 
diately concerned  him,  he  thought  he  ought  to  have  been  made  acquainted 
wirh  it  before.  When  I  obferved  the  delicacy  of  my  condutt  with  regard 
ro  Captain  Panton,  out  of  refpeft  to  his  Lordfliip,  he  faid  he  would  not 
wi(h  to  do  any  thing  that  was  the  leaft  improper  regarding  my  fuuation. 
But  the  letter  was  addrefTed -to  him,  and  Captain  Panton  had  informed  him 
he  had  refufed  to  deliver  it  to  any  of  the  gentlemen  at  the  Fort.  As  Captain 
Panton  arrived  at  Madrafs  in  the  morning,  and  had  alfo  been  at  the  Commo- 
dore's, I  did  not  imagine  he  had  not  delivered  his  public  difpatches  for  Go- 
vernment, or  if  be  had  refufed  declaring  his  intention  to  deliver  them  to 
Lord  Pigot,  Ifhbuld  have  had  dire&ions  fent  particularly  to  prevent  him, 
as  he  did  not  arrive  at  the  Mount  till  near  8  o'clock :  Sir  Edward  Hughes 
lent  his  Lordfliip  a  note  laft  night  for  the  difpatch  •,  he  faid  he  would  fend 
an  anfwer  this  morning. 

Lam  with  refpeft, 

Honourable   SIR, 
Mount, 

i  ith  September,  1776.  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

MATTHEW  HORNE. 

At 


(   st*   ) 

At   a  CONSULTATION,    12th  September,  1 776, 

Thurfday, 

jzthScpton.  PRESENT, 

The  Honourable  George  Stmtoo,  Governor,  Prefident. 

Henry  Brooke,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher, 

•  Charles  Floyei;,  Francis  Jourdan, 

Archdale  Palmer.  George  Mackay, 

RESOLVED,  That  the  following  letter  be  wrote  to  Commodore  Sir 
Edward  Hughes. 

To  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  Commodore,  Commander  in  Chief  of  bis  Jdajeflfs  Ships 

in 

S  I  R„ 

Having  difpatches  to  convey  to  the  Company  of  the  greateft  corifequence, 
and  as  we  learn  that  you  purpofe  ordering  his  Majefty's  (loop  the  Swallow 
to  Suez,  we  wifh  to  avail  ourfelves  of  this  opportunity  of  fending  them 
overland  from  thence  under  charge  of  rwo  gentlemen,  to  whom  we  request 
you  will  give  a  pafiage  in  that  (hip,  as  it  is  fiecelfary  we  Ihould  take  every 
precaution  in  our  .power  againft  ficknefs  or  death.  The  gentlemen  who 
will  have  charge  of  our  packet  are  willing  to  pot  up  vfith*  whatever  accom- 
modation the  Swallow  can  afford ;  and  we  doubt  not  of  your  recommending 
toCaptain  Panton  the  giving  them  the  beft  he  can.  The  advices  we  in^ 
tend  fending  are  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the*  Company's  affairs;  we 
are  to  requeft  the  Swallow  may  be  difparched  as  early  aspoflible.  Our 
packet  will  be  ready  by  to-morrow  fe'nnjght.  m 

« 

We  are,  SIR, 
Fort  St.  George, 
12 th  Sept.  1776.  Your  molt  obedient  humble  fervant, 

G.   S.    and  C. 

Read  Letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper. 
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T4t&*  Hmvrabk  Gtorgt  Stratum,  Eft.  Prtfitknt an4Gw«nn\  £&*  Coum.iL 
Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

The  half  bat ta  being  allowed  again  to  the  fouthward,  I  tata  tho  liberty 
to  requeft,  you  will  be  pleafed  to  favour  me  with  dire&ions,  whether  the 
Rajah  or  the  Paymaftcr  is  to  fupply  the  Europeans  with  the  ufuai  quantity 
of  rice. 

I  am,  with  rcfpeft, 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS,  % 
Tanjore, 
September  9,  1776.  Your  mo  ft  obedient  fervant, 

H.  HARPER; 

In  confequence  the  following  letter  was  wrote  by  the  Secretary  to  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Harper. 

To  Lieutenant -Colonel  Harper*  commanding  at  Tanjore. 

SIR, 

I  am  direded  by  the  Prefident  and  Council  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  dated  the  9th  inftant,  and  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  order  for 
half  batta  refpe&ed  only  the  officers  in  fuch  garrifons  where  the  batta  had 
been  heretofore  paid  :  the  Europeans  and  Seapoys  mull  be  fupplied  with 
rice  from  the  Payment,  at  70  Pagodas  per  Garce  j  it  is  above  that  price, 
agreeable  to  an  order  iflued  the  7th  of  June* 

I  am,  SI  R, 

Fort  St.  George, 

1 2th  September,  1 776.  Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 


R,  S.  Secretary. 
7  E  RE- 


IfSDtVED,  That  the  following  letter.  hfr  wrote  to  Sir  Edwwd  Koghcs. 

Tt  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  Commodore  and  Commands  in  Chvftfhis:  Mqfefy's  Ship 

in  India. 

S  1  R, 

Being  informed  that  Captain  Panton,  of  his  Mtjcfty's  floop  the  Swallow* 
immediately  after  his  arrival  at  this  place,  delivered  to  Lord  Pigot  a  pub* 
lie  letter  for  this  Prefidency  from  the  Governor-General  and  Council  in 
Bengal,  we  requeft  to  know  from  you,  Sir,  the  truth  of  this  matter,  having 
wrote  to  that  Prefidency,  that  no  letter  accompanied  the  box  packet  our 
Prefident  received  from  your  Secretary  fome  days  fince  for  the  Honourable 
the  Court  of  Dire&ors,  and  which  came  by  the  Swallow* 

Should  the  above  public  letter  require  our  confideration  or  immediate 
anfwer,  we  look  on  ourfelves  as  difcharged  from  alL  refponfibility  for  the 
confequences  that  may  arife  to  the  nation,  or  to  the  Company's  concerns, 
from  our  not  having  received  this  packet  in  proper  time. 

Wo- are, 

Fort  St.  George,  SIR, 

1 2th  September,  1776. 

Your  moil  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Friday,  A  T    A    CONSULTATION,  13th  Sept.  1776. 

Sept.  13* 

,1776.  PRESENT, 

The  Honourable  George  Stratton,  Governor,  Prefident, 

Henry  Brooke,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher* 

Charles  Floyer,  Francis  Joqrdan* 

Archdale  Palmer,  George  Mackay* 

Mr.  Secretary  Oakely  reports  to  the  Board,  that  late  laft  night  Mr.  Stoat 
had  feftt  to  his  rooms  the  following  letters,  under  a  cover,  oa  which  is 

♦  .  wrote 


C    57*    J  ' 

Mr  Snudfowr  without  any  direftiqn  or  notice  from  *?fce*ce  tfeey  caapr  $ 
alio  a  Tmall  packet;  in  wax  cloth,  dire&ed  to  Lord  Pigot,  Prefident  and  Go- 
vernor, &c:  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  ;  which,  on  being  opened,  contains 
mutters  of  rupees  referred  tain  one  of  the  above  letters*-  which  are  now  read 
as.  follows*  > 


To  tit  Right  Honourable  George  Lord  Pigoty,  Prejtdent^  fcfr.  Council*  at 

Fort  St.  George. 


My  LORD  and  GENTLEMEN, 

We  have  now  the  pleafure  to  difpatch  the  Greenwich,  Captain  Robert 
Carr,  to  your  Prefidency,with  2500  bags  of  fait- pet  re,  and  576  maunds  29. 
feer  redwood,  agreeable  to  the  enclofed  invoice  and  bill  of  lading,  amount- 
ing to  Current  Rupees  29,294* 

As  you  have  not  yet  fent  us  any  redwood  by  the  fliips  of  this  feafon,  we 
were  unable  to  lade  more  than  the  quantity  above-mentioned  on  the  Green- 
wich: we  leave  it  to  you  to  add  maunds  323  it  to  complete  the  charter* 
party  ftipulation  of  900  maunds  *  and  as  we  have  inferted  the  whole  amount 
of  this  article  in  the  invoice,  as  if  all  had  been  laden  here,  we  requeft  that 
you  will  charge  the  deficiency  to  be  furniJhed  at  Fort  St.  George  to  the 
account  of  this  Presidency,  in  part  of  the  ufual  fopply  for  this  fealbn,  and 
include  it  accordingly  in  the  invoices  of  the  redwood,  which  you  mag 
tranfmit  to  us. 

Regifters  of  the  certificates  granted  to  the  Captain  and  Officers  of  the 
Greenwich,  of  the  precious  ftones  and  bullion,  which  we  have  licenfed  to  be 
ftnt  to  Europe  by  that  {hip,  and  fuch  other  papers  as  are  necefikry  to  be 
difpatched  to  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  by  her,  accompany 
this. 


Wr 


(  sn  ) 

0 

We  propofe  to  retain  the  Syren  Packet  to  Europe  on  tbe  ift  of  Septa** 
bcr,  and  featl  forward  to  you  duplicate  of  the  letter  we  write  bjr  her  ift  line 
to  go  by  the  Greenwich*  We  are> 

My  LORD  and  GENTLEMEN, 

Fort  William,  Your  ray  humble  fervants, 

jgth  Auguft,  1776. 

WARREN  HASTINGS, 

J.  CLAVERING, 

GEO.  MONSON, 

RICHARD  BARWELL* 

P.  FRANCIS. 


To  tbe  Right  Honourable  George  Lord  Pigot,  Prefident*  &c.  Council  dt  Fort 

St.  George. 

My  LORD  and  GENTLEMEN, 

As  we  have  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  Arcot  Rupees,  lately  (truck  in 
our  Mint,  are  not  equal  in  value  to  the  Rupees  now  coined  at  Arcot,  we  or* 
dered  a  quantity  to  be  aflayed  comparatively  with  fome  old  Arcot  Rupees 
purchaied  in  the  Buzar ;  and  as  we  find  them  inferior  to  thefe,  we  take 
the  liberty  to  tranfmit  you  100  of  each  fort;  and  requeft  that  you  will  caufe 
them  to  be  aflayed  feparately,  and  acquaint  us  of  their  comparative  weight' 
and  finenefs  with  real  Arcot  Rupees,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  afcertain  with 
more  accuracy  the  adtual  difference.  We  are,  , 

My  LORD  and  GENTLEMEN, 

* 

Fort  William,  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants, 

19th  Auguft,  1776. 

WARREN  HASTINGS, 
J.  CLAVERING, 
GEO.  MONSON, 
RICH.  BAR  WELL, 
P.  FRANCIS. 


*  1 


The 


(    £73    ) 

ORDERED*  That  the  Rupees  be  delivered  to  the  Aflay-Mafter  to  be 
allayed,  and  report  the  fame. 

The  Letter  to  Commodore  Sir  Edward  Hughes  being  drawn  out  fair 
and  figned, 

RESOLVED,    That   the    following   Poftfcript  be   added   thereto, 
and  immediately  difpatched  to  him. 

Poftfcript  ta  Sir  Edward  Hughes's  letter. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  letter,  Mr.  Secretary  Oakely  has  informed 
the  Board,  that  Mr.  Scone's  fervant  left  at  his  rooms  late  laft  night  a  packet 
in  wax  cloth,  containing  Rupees,  and  two  letters  under  an  open  cover  with- 
out a  direction,  but  wrote  on  the  back  per  Swallow,  and  which  we  conclude 
to  have    made   part    of  the  packets   from  the  Governor-General,  &c. 

.  Council  to  this  Prefidency,  and  to  which  we  allude  in  the  preceding  letter. 
The  manner  in  which  theie  letters  have  been  partially  conveyed  to  us  does 
not,  in  our  opinion,  furnifh  any  reafon  for  delaying  the  reprefentation  con- 
veyed in  the  foregoing  letter,  which  we  ate  under  the  necelTity  of  doing 

.  only  for  our  own  juftification. 


Fort  St.  George, 

1 3  th  September,  1776. 


We  are  wirh  efteem, 

G.  S.  &c.  Co. 


^^^ ■  • 

AG  REED,  That  the  Prefident  write  the  following  letter  to  Major  Home. 


To  Major  Horm9  commanding  at  the  Mount. 


S  I  R, 


Having  been  much  engaged  in  bufinefs,  I  could  not  before  (pare  time  to 
anlweryour  letter,  dated  die  liih  initant. 

With  refpeft  to  the  public  letters  delivered  to  Lord   Pigot  by  Captain 
Panton  the  Board  have  wrote  to  Commodore  Sir  Edward  Hughes. 


7F 


You 


(    574    ) 

You  will  be  plcafed  to  inform  Lord  Pigor,  that  the  Board's  only  reafon 
for  not  fending  him  the  rcfolutions  from  the  Governor-General  and  Council 
in  Bengal  at  the  time  of  their  arrival,  was  the  apprehenfion  that  fuch  a 
communication  from  them  at  that  time  might  give  uneafinefs  to  his  Lord* 
fhip  in  his  prefent  fituation,  and  might  be  confidered  by  him  as  done  with 
that  intent. 

I  am,  S  I  R, 
Fort  St.  George, 
13th  September,  ij?6r  Your #moft obedient  fervanf, 


G.    S. 


Read  the  following  letter  frpm  Vizagapafam. 


to  the  Honourable  George  Stratton,  E/q.  Prejideni  and  Governor*  GV.  Council  of 

Fotf  St.  George. 

Honourable  S  I  R  and   SIRS, 

We  laft  night  received  your  commands  of  the  25th  ultimo,  to  which  we 
fball  pay  due  obedience. 

Conformablt  to  your  orders  the  Proclamation  has  been  publifhed  here, 
and  copies  thereof  fent  to  Chicacole  and  Salloor,  with  dire&ions  to  have 
the  fame  publifhed  there 

We  are,,  with  refpeft, 

Honourable  S  I R  and  S I R  S, 

Vizagapatam,  Your  moft  obedient  humble  iervants, 

3d  September*  1776. 

r  SAMUEL  JOHNSON,. 

J.  PERRINGv 

W.   WILLIAMS^ 

H.  CRAWFORD, 

NATH.  BARLOW. 

The 


(    E7S    ) 

The  Export  Warehoufe-keeper  to  be  dirc&ed  to  load  the  redwood  on 
the  Greenwich,  and  to  debic  account  current  Bengal  for  the  amount. 

The  Prefident  Jays  before  the  Board  a  Letter,  which  he'  has  received 
under  the  following  Addrefs,  To  Mr.  George  Stratton,  who  ftiles  himfelf  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Council,  and  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George. 

He  acquaints  them,  that  on  the  4th  inftant  this  letter  was  delivered  to 
Mr.  Oakcly,  the  Secretary,  by  a  Peon,  from  Mr.  Munro,  the  Paymafter  at 
Chingleputi  that  when  it  came  into  his  (the  Prefident's)  hands,  he  fent  for 
Mr.  George  Smith,  a  near  relation  to  Mr.  Munro,  informed  him  of  the  cir- 
cumftance,  and  defired  him  to  write  Mr.  Munro  concerning  it.  The 
Prefidcnt  took  this  ftep,  in  hopes  that  Mr.  Munro  mght  be  convinced  of 
the  impropriety  of  his  condudt,  and  make  due  reparation  for  it  5  but  not- 
withftanding  this  aft  of  lenity,  he  now  underftands  from  Mr.  George  Smith, 
that  Mr.  Munro  ftill  perfifts  in  the  opinion  that  the  addrefs  is  proper,  and 
will  not  alter  it. 

The  Letter  being  opened  is  found  to  contain  a  return  of  ftores  at  Ching- 
leput,  with  the  following  intimation  to  Mr.  Stratton. 

SIRr 

The  accompanying  return  of  ftores  is  fent  you  for  your  infpe&ion. 

I  remain,  SIR, 
Chingleput, 
3d  September.  Your  very  obedient  fervant, 

R.  D.  MUNRO,  Storekeeper. 

The  orders  of  the  Company  exprefs  a  particular  mode  of  trial  for  their 
fervants,  by  furnilhing  the  party  accufed  with  a  copy  of  the  charge,  and 
giving  him  a  reafonable  time  to  anfwer  it ;  but  this  can  only  be  meant  in 
cafes  where  the  parties  may  deny  the  accufation,  and  make  it  neceffary  to 
proceed  on  proof.  In  the  prclent  inftance  the  party  has  acknowledged  and 
avowed  the  raft. 

Nq 


(    S76    ) 

No  further  proof  is  rcquifncj  and  Mr.  Munro  has  had  fufficient  time  to 
reflect  on  the  impropriety  of  his  conduit,  and  to  repair  his  fault,  if  he  had 
thought  proper.  The  Board  are  of  opinion,  that  he  has  been  treated  with 
all  the  tendernefs  and  circumfpe&ion  that  the  Company  recommend. 

The  terms  in  which  the  letter  to  the  PreGdcnt  is  addrefled  are  highly 
indecent  and  diirefpe&ful j  and  the  Board  doubt  not  that  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors will  agree  with  them,  that  fuch  a  copdult  is  deferving  of  the  ftrongeft 
marks  of  their  difpleafure,  more  efpecially  at  this  particular  time. 

* 

For  thefe  reafons,  it  is  RESOLVED,  That  Mr.  Munro  be  fufpended 
from  the  Company  %s  fervice  until  the  pleafure  of  the  Court  of  Dire  dors  can 
be  known  ;  and  the  Secretary  is  de fired  to  fignify  this  refolution  to  him. 

The  G  Storekeeper  represents  that  the  fum  of  9  —  which  was  the 
amount  of  advances  for  Paddy,  and  dilburfements  on  that  account,  in  the 
Tanjore  country,  which  the  Rajah  in  1771  feized ;  and  that  the  Nabob, 
on  the  capture  of  Tanjore,  agreed  to  make  good  to  the  Company  that 
lofs ;  but  the  fame  hath  never  been  received,  nor  doth  it  appear  whether 
the  fame  has  been  demanded. 

Colonel  Stuart,  the  adting  Commander  in  Chief,  attending,  reports  to  the 
Board,  that  orders  and  regulations  had  been  published  to  the  army  the 
»  which  he  has  the  greatelt  reafon  to  believe  will  produce  uniformity 

and  exadtnefs  in  difcipline,  exercife,  and  drefs  of  the  forces  under  this  Frcfi- 
dency.  He  has  ordered  thrre  of  the  principal  merchants  to  exafnine  into 
the  condition  and  quality  of  the  grain  in  the  feveral  Goomees,or  warehouses, 
which  when  complcated  he  {hall  make  a  full  report. 

The  Military  Paymafter  acquaints  the  Board,  that  he  has  prepared  three 
mufters  of  foldiers  cotts,  one  for  each  of  the  garrifons  of  Tanjore,  Trichi- 
nopoly,  and  Vellour,  agreeable  to  a  letter  ir<  m  Colonel  Stuart;  thefe  muf- 
tcrs  have  bren  approved  by  che  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Stores,  and 
he  rcquefts  the  orders  of  the  Board  thereon. 


ORDERED, 


(    577    ) 

ORDERED,  That  the  Paymafter  be  direfted  to  furnilh  the  foldiers 
with  cotts  accordingly. 

At   a  CONSULTATION,  14,  Sept.   1776. 

PRESENT,' 

The  Honourable  George  Stratton,  Efq.  Governor,  Pfefident. 


Henry  Brooke 
Charles  Floyer 
Francis  Jourdan 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher 
Archdale  Palmer 
George  Mackay 


Saturday, 
14th  Sept; 
1776. 


Read  Letter  from  Colonel  Capper. 


To  the  Honour  able  George  Strattonr  Prejfdent,  anct' Governor,  &'c.  Council,. 

of  Fori  St.  George. 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS,, 

The  letters  that  I  have  received  this  year  from  England,  oblige  me  to 
requeft  your  permiflion  to  return  for  a  fhort  time  to  fettle  fome  private 
family  affairs,  which  require  my  prefence  in  Europe. 

I  flatter  myfelf  my  abfence  will  not  be  attended  with  any  inconvenience 
to  the  fervice,  for  the  affiftants  afting  under  me  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
bufinefsj  and  I  have  alfo  wrote  out  particular  inftrudtions  for  them,  to 
direft  them  in  every  difficult  point.     I  am, 


Fort  St.  George, 
14th  September,  1776* 


Honourable  S I R  and  S I R  S, 

With  great  refpeft, 
Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, , 

J.  CAPPER,  Commiffary-GeneraL 


Read  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Hughes. 

7  G  Salt/bury  9 


(    57«     ) 

Salijbury,.in  Ma  draft  Road,  the  141b  September,  1776. 

SIR  and  GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  12th,  and  in  anfwer  tothat  which 
came  firfl:  to  hand,  Captain  Panton  fhali  have  mv  omers  10  give  the  two 
Gentlemen,  in  whole  ch  rge  you  purpofe  lending  the  Company's  packet,  a 
paflage  in  his  Majelty's  (loop  under  his  command,  as  far  as  Suez,  and  I 
(hall  recommend  to  taat  gentleman  the  giving  them  the  bell  accommoda- 
tions he  can. 

As  I  do  not  conceive  that  anytime  can  be  gained  by  the  failing  of  the 
Swallow  before  the  30th,  I  have  fixed  on  that  for  the  day  of  her  depar- 
ture, and  am, 

SIR  and  GENTLEMEN, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant,  \ 

EDWARD  HUGHES. 

George  Stratton,  Efquire,  Prefident  and  Governor,  &c.  Council. 

ORDERED,  That  the  receipt  be  acknowledged,  and  Colonel  Capper 
having  applied  to  go   home  on  his  own  private  concerns, 

RESOLVED,  That  he  be  applied  to  take  charge  of  our  advices,  and 
that  Mr.  James  Dighton  be  alfo  requefted  to  accompany  him,  that  in  oafe 
any  accident  fhould  happen  to  Colonel  Capper,  he  may  take  charge  of  the 
packet. 

Read  Letter  from  Major  Home  to  the  Prefident. 


To  the  Honourable  George  Stratton,  Efquire,  Frefidmt,  Governor,  6f  c. 
Honourable  SIR, 

» 

I  receive!  your  letter  yefterday  late  lad  nighr,  and  this  morning  have 
informed  Lord  Pigot  of  the  rcafon  the  Board  did  not  lend  him  the  refolu- 
tion^  of  the  Governor-General  and  Council  of  Bengal,  as  dire&ed  in  your 
letter*. 

I  have 


* 
t 


I 


(    579    ) 

I  have  (poke  to  his  Lordfiiip  again  concerning  the  want  of  the  publick 
papers,  and  the  inconveniency  it  was  to  the  Secretary;  but  I  cannot  find 
that  his  Lord  (hip  appears  in  the  leaf):  inclinable  to  (end  any  per  fori,  in  his 
behalf,  to  felcdl  them  from  bis  private  papers.  He  faid  Mr.  Dalrymple 
would  have  brought  his  papers  away,  but  was  not  fuffered,  and  the  room 
being  fealed  up  was  not  his  doing;  I  have  nothing  further  to  inform  you  of 
at  prefent,  but  that  I  am,  with  reipeft, 

Honourable  SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Mount,  14th  September,  1776. 

MATTHEW  HORNE. 

The  Board  muft  here  remark,  that  on  25th  of  laft  month,  Meffrs. 
Dalrymple  and  Stone  came  to  the  Fort-houfe;  and,  on  going  into  the  room 
where  Lord  Pigot  ufually  wrote,  were  told  by  the  Prefident,  in  prefence  of 
Meffrs.  Brooke,  Floyer,  and  Colonel  Stuart,  that  as  they  conceived  Lord 
Pigot's  private  papers  were  intermixed  with  thefe  of  a  publick  nature,  it 
was  propofed  to  them,that  whenever  they,  or  any  other  perfons  whom  Lord 
Pigpt  (hould  appoint,  thought  it  neceffary  to  leleft  his  private  papers,  the 
Secretary,  or  any  Member  \>f  the  Board,  would  attend  them  for  that 
purpofe,  to  take  charge  of  the  public  ones :  in  the  mean  time,  the  Prefi- 
dent recommended  to  them  to  put  Lord  Pigot's  feal  on  the  door,  with  that 
of  the  Prefident's,  to  prevent  any  perfon  whatever  from  going  into  the  faid 
rooms,  declaring,  that  neither  "himfeif,  or,  to  his  knowledge,  any  of  his 
people,  had  before  entered  thefe  apartments  during  Lord  Pigot's  abfence  ; 
with  which,  both  Meffrs.  Dalrymple  and  Stone  appeared  perfectly  fatisfied, 
and  very  readily  affented  to  the  affixing  the  leal  to  the  doors  that  had  com- 
munication  with  that  apartment ;  and  Mr.  Dalrymple,  in  confequence, 
taking  Lord  Pigot's  leal  out  of  his  pocket,  affixed  it  to  the  ieveral  doors 
in  the  prefence  of  our  Prefident,  Meffrs.  Floyer,  Brooke,  and  Colon*  IStuart; 
and  then  the  Prefident  propofed  to  put  his,  they  affented  thereto,  and  it 
was  accordingly  affixed. 

AGREED,  That  a  letter  be  wrote  to  Major  Home,  relating  the  above 
circumitances,  and  to  deiire  he  will  communicate  to  Lord  Pigot,  refuelling 
of  him  to  appoint  luch  perfons  as  he  may  think  proper  to  execute  h's  hu- 
finefs,  and  to  deliver  up  the  trealury  key,  which  he  told  the  cleik 
(Mr.  Majcndiej  was  among  his.  papers. 

Draught 


(    5«o    ) 


Sir  Robert 
Fletcher  de- 
livers in  the 

following 

Minute* 


Draught  of  the  following  Letter  to  the  Nabob  read  and  approved- 

To  the   Nabob'. 

I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Highnefs's  letter,  dated  the  29th 
ultimo,and  am  particularly  happy  to  obferve  your  declaration  to  co-operate* 
to  the  utmoft  ot  your  power,  in  every  meafurc  that  may  tend  to  the  benefit 
of  the  Carnatic  and  the  Company's  affairs  in  India. 

It  is  with  great  juftice  your  Highnefs  obferves,that  it  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  at  this  time,  to  employ  our  united  efforts  tto  defeat  the  defigns  of  the 
neighbouring  powersr  and  for  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  Carnatic  *,  your 
Highnefs  and  the  publick  know  full  well  the  difficulties,  which  hitherto 
have  prevented  that  attention  being  paid  to  the  moft  important  bulinefs 
intruded  to  us. 

I  flatter  myfelf  that  your  Highnefs  will  have  no  caufe  to  complain  in 
future  of  the  eonduft  of  the  fervants  of  the  Company  •,  for  my  own  part  it 
will  ever  give  me  fincere  pleafure  to  convince  you  of  my  efteem  and  refpeft 
for  your  Highnefs. 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  fend  your  Highnefs  a  copy  of  the  refolution* 
from  the  Governor-General  and  Council  in  ^Bengal,  and  am  happy  to  fee 
that  their  unanimous  fentiments  correfpond  entirely  with  my  ideas,  and,  I 

may  venture  to  affure  you,  with  thofe  of  every  Member  of  this  Council. 

» 

I  am  to  requeft  your  Highnefs  will  fend  me  copies  of  the  letters  you- 
wrote  to  Lord  Pigot,  under  date, — they  being  in  his  Lordfhip's  poffeffion- 

Fort  St.  George, 

14th  September,  177ft 

The  attempt  to  offer  diflionour  to  my  memory  with  the  Company,  at  a' 
period  when  nothing  but  the  remembrance  of  my  reputation  could  be 
thought  interefting  to  me  in  this  life,  was  cruel ;  it  was  fo  illiberal,  that  it 
mud  fhock  thofe  with  whom  it  is  meant  to  operate  upon  to  my  disadvan- 
tage* and  yet  this  attempt  mud  never  be  aggravated  in  its  colour,  by  being 
founded, as  it  appears  to  me,  on  a  breach  of  confidence,  the  implied  lecrecy* 
of  confidential  converfation. 

His 


(    58i    ) 

His  Lordlhip's  fihargf  upQn  th?  chief  point,  that  of  my  fuppofed  cort* 
vccfation '"with  the Nafyqb,  rcfpeftiog  Tapjore  and  the  Company's  orders 
I  pofitivejy  (deny,  and  am;re?dy  jto  difprovej  and  I  will  prove  hkewife, 
*th^t  if  I.  have  had  the  influence  with  the  Nabob  which  his  Lordfhip  ima- 
gines, that  that  influence,  has .  been  employed  for  the  good  of  my  Matters, 
and. to  my  .own  credit*.  If  three  Members  of  the  Board  were  am u fed  in 
the  hopesof  getting,  the  famtjCbitffbip,  was  that  a  myftery  that  the  Nabob 
could  not  unravel?  or  was  that  a  piece  of  information  to  in  te  reft  the  Nabob? 
There  is  not  aDubafh,  who  could  not  fathom  fuch  policy,  or  who  did  not 
avail  himiclf  of  the.  report  which  was  the  common  talk  of  the  town,  butf 
which  I  neyer  mentipoejl  to  the  Nabob ; ;  but,  I  am  accufed  of  a  matter  (till 
more  extraordinary -,  I  jyii  i&ict^o  encourage  the  Nabob  to  oppofirioti 
.  to  Lord  Pigot,  by  communicating  to  him  the  Company's  iaflrudtion*  in 
ill  thg  parr agra|)Iu  from  29  to  34,  of  their  letter  to  the  Commiflioner* : 
it  were  as  a^furd  as  upapcefiary  tooppofe  a  defence  to  fuch  accufations-, 
they  ftand  (elf  refuted.  The  nrft  knowledge  I  had  of  the  paragraphs  was 
from  the  Durbar ;  the  Nabob  had  long  known  of  them,  and  quoted  them 
to  ipe^on  an  b^fafion  which  mjght  furnifh grounds  for  an  accufetion  againft 
his  ^Lordihip  pmfel^if  it^ca.  crime  to  oo/pmuniegtc  to  the  Nabob  the 
Company's  orders  reipe&ing  his  rights.  -  * 


"n 


I  never  could  account  for  the  rooted  refentment  I  have  found  in  Lord 
Pigot  towards  me,  ever  fince  his  arrival  in  India,  or  for  the  very  extraor- 
dinary declarations,  which,  by  my  private  letters  and  other  accounts, 
made  refpeAing^ne  before  his  departure  from  England,  and  which  Ml 
Dairy cnple's  pointed  arid  rude  oppofition  to  every  thing  I  have  propofcd  in 
Council  refpe&ing  the  army,  induced  me  more  than  once  to  hint  at  to  : 
the  Board,  and  to  declare,  that  I  was  well  informed  of  a  defign  to  drive 
me  from  the  Council,  and  if  'polfible  from  India.  My  health  will  not 
permit  me,  nor  indeed  does  it  feem  very  neceflary  now  to  enumerate  the 
many  inftances  of  mortifiCatiort  and  difguft  Lord  Pigot  h$s  fubje&ed  me 
to  fince  his  arrival.  The  Board,  and  I  believe  the  whole  Colony,  know 
them  1  and  the  above  fads  correfpond  but  too  well  with  what  the  Nabob 
declares  of  the  fecret  methods  ufed  with  his  Hfghnefs,  and  with  his  eldeft 
fon,  to  prevail  with  them  to  give .  his  Lordlhip  any  fort  of  information 
againft  me,  that  could  ferve  as  a  handle  to  difmifs  me  from  the  fervice.  • 
The  Board  know  well  the  handfome  delcarations  of  fupport  his  Lordlhip 
made  to  me  as  Commander  in  Chief,  and  are  fufficicntly  informed  to  be 
able  to  judge  bow  far  thofe  declarations  have  corresponded  witji  his  Lord* 

7H  flap's 
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(hip**  military  traafaftiow,  and  hew,  far  the  raitfttfy  tran&ftions  are 
confiftcnt  with  the  ^ofirive  commaads  of  the  Company,  in  their  lac? 
.inftruftiona  refpcAing  rhe  power*  of  the  Governor,  anq  tbofe  of  the  Corn* 
unaader  in  Chief,  Upon  the  prefent  occafion,  !  fliall  paly  refer  to  the 
.  accompanying  Orders,  figned  by  Captain  Wood,  *nd  fcnt  to  Colonel  Flint 
at  Foondreemalee,  and  which  I  fey  »  a  direft  violation  of  the  Company^ 
order*,  and  a  fuperceffioa  of  the  powers  vefted  in  me  by  thofe  orders. 
The  Board  muft  remember,  that  I  was  defirchn  the  *bore  drcomftance 
might  he  difavqvrcd  by  Lord  Kfgot,  or  acknowledged  ?s  a  m*rfl;ake,  and 
that  I  endeavoured  at  the  Board  to  get  tits  Eordftup  tb  giVfe  it  th^t  turn^ 
but  askts  Lord  fiiio,  iafteadof  doing  (b%  feerned  to  maintain  his  own 
power  p£  fending  foih  order),  1  defire  that  fh.e  erdtr  may  be  entered  on 
the  Contultationr',  together  with  thi*  nrinute.  I  WtewHc  (end  my  Aid.  de 
Camp's  account  of  what  paffed  between  hi*  ^brdffcio  ant)  Mm  upon  the 
fcbjeA  of  taking  from  me  my  guards  a*Cooiman£er *p  Chief, which  \  wa£ 
then  deprived  qf  ia  co*frqoeB£e  of  that  conversion  •  the;  CQpverfatioi* 
was  committed  to  paper  immediately  after  \t  peftijciL  It  is  tnrt  that  the 
guajrd  at  bis  LordfkipS  garden  was  removed  at  the  few  tigie*  but  that 
guard  was  replaced  rft  a  few  daysafcer,,  and  P  never  had  a  m^n  of  mine  W 
turned* 

SIR, 

I  am  ordered  by  the  Sight  Hpoqucabfe  t-prd  pfgQt  tfc  fcntf  pc#fl*n  t* 
the  garrilbn  under  yepr  command*  two  men.  q£  ypw  battalion  tafcea  vg* 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Magokvarapfi  for  forcing  Qn^  oi  their  wfi^s;  tne  evi- 
dences to  prove  this,  charge  ate  Q^oq?]pah^  Chingai,.  aad  Mporiy,,  inhabi- 
tants of  the  aforefaid  village  in  your  diftri&s,  wfa&  l^ave  ordM&tP  attend  oot 
your  fcmmops  at  %the  Cpu«;t  Martial*  whkh  hjlt  X««*djty jp.  oedtts  ibaU  be 
hikl  fpr  the  p*  ial  of  the  offtnders^ 

Xoq*  nv°fr  ode.4i«nC  $wnW*  fepwat* 
Fort  St.  George* 

R.' WOOD,  Town-Major* 

I  was 


% 


V 


Dinner. 


(  *«a   ) 

I  was  <flflpft6d  by  SJr  Robert  Pktckef  t*  wait  on  £,#<*  Pigot,  and  to     May  t<* 
acquaint  his  Lordfhip,  that  the  Company  of  Markfmen  was  very  (hort  of     1^76, 
its  compliment,  owing  to  a  great  aiafty  men  fcavipg  leave  to  return  to  the     ™*c^f 
Circar  battalions,  at  their  own  requeft,  on  account  of  the  great  diftance       "1"~ 
they  were  at  from  their  families, ;  thai  if  the'  Company  w«  divided,  it 
would  loofe  itsdifcipline,  and  be  of  no  ufe  as  Markfmen  ;but  that  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  if  his  Lofdflsip  ftiil  defired  half  the  Company  (hould  be 
fent  to  his  gardens,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  woujd  order  uhfitu 

m 

This  meflage  I  delivered  to  Lord  Pigot,  who  anlwered,  that  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher,  as  well  a*  himietf,  rotfl  be  fetrftble  tow  fever*  fhf  duty  waj  on 
rite  battalion*  in  Ntadrals,  which  could  ubt  fornifli  the  qeeeflary  guards^ 
he  believed  that  Sir  Robert  would  endeavour  to  make  iteafy  to  them,  anflj 
that  this  was  his  motive  for  fending  for  part  of  'the  Markfmen,  that  he 
might  then  fend  hrs  own  &u*wl  co  the  battalion  %  it  belonged  tp;    I  aggi* 
tbW  ht9cLon*Siip,  that  the  number  of  Markfmen  at  prcfeet  at  head*  qua*** 
ters  was  inefficient  to  furnifh  guards  both  for  him  tod  Sir  Robert  Flcidfeffc 
but  that  there  was  enough  for  one  guard,  and  that  if  the  General  fent  the 
Seapoys  he  had  as  a  guard  from  the  battalions  doylg  dwy  tt  Madrfcft  Jo 
join  their  corps,  that  the  Markfmen  could  furnifh  centries  at  head  quarters 
in  their  room*  to  which  JwsLord&ip  emptied,  that  it  Waa  indiffereot  to  Mfti 
how  k  wars  fettled  *  but  that  hr  wifberi  .to  fcfibf  the  duty  of  the  battalions* 
in   which  he  expe&ed^to  be  afiifted  by  Sir  Robert,  he  defired  me  to 
deliver  this  meflage -ft*,  but  his  LtftcHhip  did  not  tell  me  that  he  wanted 
the  Markfmen.  after  the  reafons  I  gave  him  from  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  why 
they  coutS  net  lefpcmri. 

N.  R  His  Leiddnp  all?  obferved,  that  as  the  Councellors  had  only  a 
guard  of  feven  men  each,  it  would  appear  extraordinary  to  them,  that 
Sir  Robert  (hould  have  fuck  a  mupte*  ot  raw*  which  with  the  Markf- 
men would  amount  to  eighty.  ■  •  •    ■ 

Aidde  Camp* : 


At 


:  t 
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At  a  CONSULTATION,  i$th  September,  177$. 

PRESENT, 

1 

The  Honourable  George  Stratton,  Governor,  Piefident 

Henry  Brooke  Sir  Robert  Fletcher   . 

-Charles  Floyer  Ardidale  Palmer 

JF rancis  Jourdan  George  Mackay 

The  Secretary  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  papers,  which  he  ha| 
received  from  Mr.  Dalrymple,  4xlonging  to  the  Diary  of  Confutation, 
the  •  aad  and  23d  Auguft. 

To  Claud  IWfftlU  Efquire,  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  Alexander  Dalrympk,  Charles 
Ftyr,  John  Maxvottt  Stone,  ArcbdaU 2 ahw  Jeqrda* 

andGeorge  Mackaj,  Efymu. 

GENTLEMEN, 


•       9 


The  Right  Honourable  the  Piefident  defires  yoor  attendance  in  Council 
^to- morrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  Fort»Houfe.    I  am  refpe&fully, 


•  M' 


GENTLEMEN, 

Your  mod  obedient  and  moft  humble,  fervent, 
.****,  R.  J.5UL1VAN,  Secretary. 

*'  Y»  George  StrattoM,  Bfqmre. 

SIR, 

I  am  ordered  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  and  Council  to 
acquaint  you,  that  they  have  thought  proper  to  fufpend  you  from  the 
Company's  fervicc,  until  the  Company's  pleafure  (hall  be  known. 

I  am,  S  I  R, 

JFort  St.  George, 

4  2d  Auguft,  1776.  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

R.  J.  SULIVAN,  Secretary. 

To 
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to  ffemy  Br$okeJ  Ef quire.  ' 

SIR, 

I  am  ordered  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prcfidcnt  and  the  Council  te 
acquaint  you,  that  they  have  thought  proper  to  fufpend  you  from  the 
Company's  fenrice,  until  the  Company's  pleafure  (hall  be  known. 

I  am,  SI  R, 
Fort  St.  George 
22d  Auguft,  1776.  Tour  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

R.  J.  SULIVAN,  Secretary. 

Having  yefterday  given  my  opinion  in  favour  of  the  PreGdent's  motion  Mr. 
for  fufpending  Meff.  Stratton  and  Brooke,  I  here  beg  leave  to  offer  my  MiMt* 
rcafons  in  fupport  thereof.  It  is  not  for  me  to  determine,  whether  the 
Prefident  has  or  has  not  a  power  to  refufe  his  fan&ion  to  any  refolutiqn 
of  the  majority  of  the  Council,  neither  do  I  think  the  majority  of  the 
Council  competent  to  determine  thereon;  it  is  a  fubjeft  00  which  tho 
Court  of  Dire&ors-  alone  mull  pafs  judgment:  they  appointed  the 
Governor,  and  beft  know  what  power  and  authority  they  meant  to  lodge 
in  his  hands.  If  he  has  no  fuch  authority,  or  having  it,  if  he  exercifea  ic 
improperly,  he  is  anfwerable  to  the  Company.  The  Council  have  not,  in 
my  opinion,  by  virtue  of  any  orders  or  tnftru&ions  from  the  Company,  a 
power  to  compel  the  Governor  to  fubfcribe- to  any  refolution  of  the  majo- 
rity, or  to  force  him  to  give  a  fanftion  thereto;  and  I  think  they  could 
ftand  fuffictently  juftified  in  entering  their  lentiments  and  differus  on  the 
records,  whenever  they  thought  the  Prefident  aflumed  a  power  which  he 
hath  not,  or  exercifed  any  that  he  hath  improperly. 

Although  I  think  myfclf  not  competent  to  determine,  whether  the  Pre- 
fident hath  or  hath  not  a  power  of  withholding  his  fandtion  from  any  re* 
folution  of  the  majority  of  the  Council,  I  will  maintain,  that  as  thePrefident 
cannot  do  or  ad  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Council,  or  the  majority 
of  them,  fo  the  Council  are  not  authorized  to  carry  into  execution  any  re- 
solution without  the  fandion  of  the  Governor. 

7  I  Thp 
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The  Governor  I  confider  as  tbc«<cqtiye  power  of  the  Board,  ami  it  J* 
his  province  to  fu peri n tend  and  fee  that  the  bufinefs  of  the  fettlement  is 
conduced  in  a  proper  and  regular  channel.  It  is  the  Governor  alqac,  who, 
by  the  Company's  exprefs  commands,  is  to  correfpond  with  the  Country 
Powers.  If  cbc  Governor  Jfeouid  refufe  to  e^rry  injp«jpcutioR  »  r^felution 
of  (he  Council,  ^r  the  majority  of  -them,  for  writing  to  any  of  the  Country 
Powers,  1  know  not  what  mew*  J**c  .Coyocil  can  take  t?  cpoipel  him* 
they  cannot  write  thcmfelves  without  difobeying  the  pofitive  orders  of  the 
•  Company.  I  am  moreover,  clearly  ?f  opinion,  that  no  officer  can  obey  the 
orders  of  the  Council  wkhouc  the  Prcfidcnt.  The  expreis  words  of  c&eir 
commifiion*  *i?e,  that  thf  y  are  *o  obey  fuch  orders  as  they  may  receive 
from  the  Prefident  and  Council,  and  they  muil  be  taken  in  their  literal 
frnfr,  in  the  con(lrp$i<m  qf  thp  words  of  a  commiflion  ;  nothing  can  be 
.  taken  by  implication,  and  if  the  order  propofed  had  been  fent  to  Colonel 
Stuart,  I  think  he  foui£ not  jwve  obeyed  it  yiphppr  gce^t  rifigveto  hirafelf.. 

Seeing  therefore  the  Members  of  the  Council  attempting  to  carry  into 
execution  their  own  refections,  without  the  ftn&iqn  of  the  {Joveraop, 
which  appears  to  que  efljeptjaljy  neceflary,  i  j&nnpt  t*ut  xon&ler  fuch  a 
ftep  as  tending  to  ft&vert  *ll  order  and  good  government,  and  s°yM  opt 
fail,  if  (u£emJ  IP  pafs,  to  dtrow  the  Company's  affairs  into  qnacchy  and 
confufion.  This  indeed  to  me  (upport.thf  Pfefidem's  motion,  hofrever 
nuknown  the  t*ik,  and  I  capnoc  but  think  tfct  the  Court  of  Direttois,  fee- 
ing the  nectfftyr  of  the  f  afe,  will  approve  the  meaiure,  as  the  only  on* 
that  could  have  been  adopied  toprefcrve  wder  and  £pod  government  ia 
the  management  of  thfir  a/fairs. 

J.  M.  STONJE* 

Mr.Dalrynv  Mr.  Dalrymple  thinks  the  reference  ecvMr.  Van(kt#rt*s  mutative,  in  the 
pk'fMkute.  minute  No.  i,  in  yefterday's  consultation,  ib  far  from  conveying  any  ar- 
gument that  the  resolutions  of  the  majority  of  Council  ought  to  be  carried 
into  efleft  ag*i*ft  the  Governor's  opinion,  is  the  ftrongeft  argument  that 
can  be  urged  againft  the  meafure ,,  as  NJr.  Vanfut^rt^  giving  way  brought 
the  Compaay1*  affairs  to  a  naoft  ^1  arming  crifis*  to  the  ^legations  urged  im 
debate,  that  Mr*  Vanfitt^rt  knew  the  Company's  conftitutioo  qs  well  as 
any  man,  and  that  therefore  bis  opinions  had  great  weight,  I  did  then  re-t 
mark,  that  Mr.  Van  Quart  gave  a  feat  in  Council  to  Commodore  Tinker* 
which  was  a  moft  unwarranted  and  unconditional  aft. 

I  wifhfd 


•^ 


I  wifhed  the  gentlemen  to  Jhave  taken  time  to  have  given  an  anfwer  ii> 
writing  to  the  charge  bjQYfifrt^gaioft  thcpi  ,by  fh$  Prefid^nt,  and  neve? 
took  the  liberty  of"  giving  Tuch  advice  to  one  of  them;  but  as  they  have 
thought  proper  not  .to  do  (o,  J  now  give  my  opinion  fqr  thequeftjon,  be- 
cause I  think  an  attempt  tp  iifue.thre  prppoied  orders,  without  the  fap&ion 
of  the  Present's  fign^ure,  of  dangerous  tendency  to  the  Company**  af., 
fairs,  Jby  fubvefting  gll  order  and  good  government,  and  involving  the 
whole  community  ii*  cppfglTon,  .anotfcis  too  when  the  iptereft  pf  the  Gqw- 
pany*  was  not  the  ieaft  concerned  \  and  becaufe  I  think  ;he  officer  *<► 
whom  they  were  diredted,  could  riot  by  his  coiptniffion  have  obeyed  tbenv 

• 
Being  appealed  to,  we  think  it  incumbent  on  us  to  Jfiy,  we  few  no  in>- 

propriety  in  the  manner  in  which  the  Prefident  took  the  paper  directed  X» 

Mr.  Secretary  Sulivan,  and  figned  by  Mcflrs.  Stratton  and  Brooke. 

C.  RVSSELL. 

A.  DALRYMPLE^' 

J.  M.  STONE. 

Tratffialkn  *f  a  Letter  from  tht  Nabob  to  Lord  Pigot>  dated  1 6tb  Augvfiy  1 77ft. 

Enclpfcd  herewith  I  lend  ,y«y  thre*  s*H*  of  hand  for  tfce  fum  of  .tihe 
lack,  torty-two  thoufiuid,  fix  huadtrcd  ami  fifty  pagoda*  on  accaunt  of  tfaft 
following  IQftsv  o»  ac^wt  of  the  Kift  of  Trepafoor,  2tc.  Comf  aoy'sjag*: 
hire  diftr ids  dye  the  end  Qf  Juoe  laftv  one  lack  met  >twenty-fqur  thou^ 
fend  pagodas;  on  amount  of  the  Kifts  for  the  po&fiaottlee  diftrift^  due  re*- 
(pcftiyely  the  bftgtfliung.of  the  month*  *f  May,  June,  July  and  Augufc 
laft,  eighteen  t hop f^ n d  iftjt- hundred  and  fifty  pagodas*.  vottwill.be  lb  good* 
as  to  write  a  receipt  for  the  above  J»OK-**What  can  1  lay  more  ? 


Translation  of  a  tatter  from  the  Nabob  to  Lord  Pigot,  dated  1 7ttH.recei*eft 

i&th  Auguft,  1776. 

*  ■ 

*  * 

The  letters  you  wr#te  me  upon. the  febjeft  of  Trepafore,  &r»  diftrift: 
*f  the  Company's  Jag  hire,  gave  me  *  row:  pkafure.  1  accept  of  the  tern* 
mentioned  in  your  letter  of  tj*e  27th  July*  I  was  always  attentive  » them*, 
but  fti*ll  now  be  more  fo  than  before.  Agreeably  to  your  defire,  I  lhalfc 
fend  you  the  particulars  of  the  accounts  of  the  weavers  as  loon  as  they  are: 
prepared. — What  cad  1  fay  more  i 

Friday 


(    **»    ) 


Friday,  ajd  Auguft,  1776,  at  four  o'Clock. 

'  The  town  Mayor  having  waited  on  the  Governor  whilft  at  dinner,  with 
a  letter  to  him  from  Charles  Bromley,  notary  public,  fent  by  direction  of 
Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  Charles  Floyer,  Archdale  Palmer,  Francis  Jourdan 
and  George  Mackay,  Efquires,  of  Council,  and  George  Stratton  and 
Henry  Brooke, -accompanying  copy  of  the  papers  figned  by  them,  and 
delivered  to  the  Prefidrnt;  in  the  evening  the  Governor  defired  Meff. 
Ruflell,  Dalrymple,  Stone  and  Latham  to  accompany  him  to  the  Confulta- 
tkm-Room,  to  deliberate  thereupon ;  accordingly  the  Secretary  attending, 
the  letter  was  .read  as  follows : 


7*  the  Right  Honourable  LtrdPigrt,  Prefideut,  fcfr.  Claud  Rnfell^dlexanier 
Dairy mpk%  and  John  Mucwtll  Stout,  Ef quires  %  if  Council*  at  Fort  St.  George. 

My  LORD  and  GENTLEMEN, 

■ 

We  whole  name*  are  under-written,  being  of  Council,  and  con  ft  itu  ting 
a  -majority  thereof,  taking  into  our  moft  ferious  confideration  the  proceed- 
ings upon  record  at  thctwolaft  meetings;  and  more  particularly  the  un- 
exampled outrage  offered  to  the  Conftitution,  and  arbitrary  behaviour  to- 
wards two  of  our  number,  by  an  illegal  attempt  to  fufpend  them,  in 
order  by  a  trick  to  gain  a  majority,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  public  fafety 
is  in  danger  by  the  conduit  of  Lord  Pigot,  and  you,  Gentlemen,  who  have 
fupported,  and  by  every  perfon  who  (hall  continue  to  fupport  fuch  mea- 
fures,  and  we  ihall  hold  you  thereof  refponfible  for  all  the  confequences 
that  may  entuc.  We  the  majority  of  the  Board  do  confider  ourlelves  as 
the  only  legal  representatives  of  the  Honourable  Company  under  this 
Prefidency,  and  as  fuch  we  have  no  doubt  but  all  the  fervants  of  the  Com- 
pany will  regard  us.  For  thefe  reafons,  and  the  evident  illegality  of  the 
iummons  to  Council  for  this  morning,  in  which  are  omitted  the  names  of 
Mr,  George  Stratton  and  Mr.  Henry  Brooke,  two  legal  members  of  the 

Board* 
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Board,  we  cannot,  confidently  with  the  doty  wc  owe  to  our  Honourable 
EmpJoyers,attend  the  faid  fummoifc.     We  are. 

My  LORD  and  GENTLEMEN, 

Your  mod  obedient  humble  fcrvants, 
Madrafs,  23 J  Auguft,  1776* 

GEORGE  STRATTON, 
ROBERT  FLETCHER, 
HENRY  BRCOKE, 
CHARLES  FLOYER,  . 
ARCHDALE  PALMER, 
FRANCIS  JOUR  DAN, 
GEORGE  MACKAY. 

The  Secretaries  acquaint  the   Board  they  have  received  fimilar  letters. 

ThePrefident,  whilft  in  confutation,  received  information  that  the  like 
have  been  iffued  to  the  officer  of  the  main  guard,  as  well  as  to  other 
officers  in  garrifon,  to  the  Commander  of  the  Company's  Ship  London, 
and  alio  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majefty's 
fcips.  Mr.  Bromley,  the  notary  public,  being  fent  for,  and  a&ed  by 
whofe  authority  or  orders  he  circulated  thefe  letters,  declares  to  the  Board, 
that  it  was  in  confequence  of  the  pofitive  directions  given  at  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher's  houfe  to  him  as  notary  publick,  by  all  the  gentlemen  who  fub- 
fenbed  the  paper  deliveied  by  him  this  morning  to  the  Prefident,  and 
declared  he  would  be  ready  to  attelt  the  fait  whenever  called  on. 

The  Board  confidering  this  aft  as  tending  to  excite  and  caufe  mutiny  and 
fedition  in  the  troops  in  this  garrifon,  rcfolved  to  order  Brigade r-Gene- 
ral  SirRobtrt  Fletcher  intoarreft,  and  to  try  him  for  being  concerned  in 
circulating  letters,  tending  to  excite  and  caufe  mutiny  and  fedition  in  the 
troops  in  this  garrifon,  in  confequence  of  which,  the  Secretary  is  now  direct- 
ed to  iflue  the  fellow  ing  orders. 

To  Sir  Robert  Fletcher. 

When  the  paper  delivered  by  the  notary  publick  to  the  Prefident  was 
read  this  morning,  the  Prefident  and  Council  being  inclined  to  let  the  gen- 
tlemen have  fome  time  to  confider  of  the  impropriety  ot  their  condud,  did 
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not  then  come  to  any  rcfolution  thereupon,  but  thei*  behaviour  ^-circu- 
lating thefe  papers  requires  an  immediate  determination  *.  whereupon  it  is 
Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  Charles  Fioyer,  Archfiale  Palmer,  Francis  Jour- 
dan,,  and  George  Mackay,  Efquircs,  be  fufpended  from  the  Company's 
fervice,  'till  the  Company's  pleafure  be  known,  and  agreed  that  the  follow- 
ing letter  be  fent  to  each  of  thofe  gentlemen. 

Ta  Sir  Robert  Fletcher^  Brigadier-General,  fete 

T  am  dire&ed  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  and  Council  to» 
acquaint  you,  that  they  hereby  order  you  in  arreft,  for  being  concerned  in 
circulating  letters,  tending  to  excite  and  caufe  mutiny  and  feditton  among 
the  troops  in  thisgarrifon  :  figned  by  order  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Prefident  and  Council  this  23^  day  of  Auguft,  1776. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Prefident  and  Council  having  fceen.  pleafed' 
to  order  Brigadier  General  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  in-arreft,  for  being  concern- 
ed in  circulating  letters,  tending  to  excite  and  caufe  mutiny  and  fedition* 
among  the  troops  in  the  garrifon,  Colonel  James  Stuart  is  ordered  to  take 
upon  him  the  command  of  the  troops  under  this  Prefidfcncy,  by  order  of 
the  Prefident.  and  Council  \  and.all  reports  and  returns  arc  to  be  fent  to  him< 
accordingly. 
SortS  t  George, 
23d  Auguft,  1776* 

To  Charles  Floyer,  Efcpire; 
Archdale  Palmer,  Efquire.- 
Francis  Jpurdan,  Efqujrc* 
George  Mackay,  Efquire.. 

S  I  R;. 

The  Prefident  and  Council;  unwilling  to  proceed  to  extremity,  were  in* 
dined  to  give,  you  Come  time  to  oonfider  the  impropriety  of  your  conduft; 
in  delivering,  by  the  hands  of  a  notary  publiek.this  morning  to  the  Prefident,. 
a  paper,  tending  to  fubvert  the  authority  of  Government  •>  but  finding  that 
you  have  fince  then  united  in  circulating  that  paper  to  the  officer  of  the: 
main  guard,  and  many  other  officers  in  this. garrifon,  and  to  the  commander 
of  the  Company's  (hip  London*  as  well  as  the  fecretaries  of  the:  Couacil; 
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tfiey  think  tfiey  cannot,  confident  with  their  duty  to  the  Company,  deity 
fufpending  you  from  the  Company's  fervice ;  and  they  have  accordingly 
fufjtended  you  therefrom,  until  the  Company's  pleafure  be  known. 

Signed  by  the  order  of  the  Prefidcnt  and  Council, 

R,  J.  SULIVA N,  Secretary. 


s 
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At    ^CONSULTATION,    19th  September,  1776, 

PRESEN  Tv 
The  Honourable  George  Stratton,  Efquire,  Governor,  Prefident. 


Henry  Brooke, 
Archdale  Palmer, 
George  Mackay. 


Charles  Floyer, 
4  Francis  Jouvdan, 


Six1  RobertvFletcher  indifpofed. 

Read  and  approved  a.  draught  of  a  letter  to  the  Honourable  Court  of 

Directors. 

Mr.  Jourdan  be^flfcave  to  deliver  in  the  following  minute,  refpefting  the 
51ft  paragraph  of  the  above-mentioned  letter. 

I  have,  in  a  former  confutation,  fhewn  the  advantages  that  would  refult 
to  the  Company,  the  Nabob,  and*  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  from  having  but 
one  general  eftablifhment  of  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  Carnatic  ;  it  were 
to  be  wiihed  this  could  be  rendered  agreeable  to  the  Nabob;  but  although' 
he  feems  averfe  from  it,  he  keeps  a  body  of  horfe  which  would  be  employed 
on  the  publickwdefence,  and  the  expenfe  of  which,  added  to  what  he  pays  * 
the  Governor  for  troops  kept  on  his  account,  is  about  the  proportion  that 
would  be  .borne  by  him  in  a  general  eftablifhment  of  troops,  according  to  the 
amount  of  his  revenues  compared  with  that,  of  the  Nabob;,  on  this  princi- 
ple, I  think  the  Rajah's  offer  ought  to  be  accepted,  with  this  condition,  that 
if  at  lhallbe  judged  nc cellar y  to  increafc   thie  eftablilhmcntof  the  Com- 
pany V 
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ber, 1776. 


(    59*    ) 

pany's  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  Tanjore  country,  the  expenfe  be 
borne  out  of  this  allowance  ;  or  if  it  fliould  not  be  deemed  neceffary  chat 
the  balance,  afttr  payment  of  the  troops,  &c,  at  Tan  ore,  be  kept  as  a  fund 
for  the  fupport  of  any  war  in  which  the  Carnatick  may  be  involved ;  I  never 
had  an  idea  that  any  other  advantage  ought  to  relult  to  the  Company  from 
the  acceptance  of  the  Rajah's  offer,  than  an  increafe  of  fecurity. 

FRANCIS   JOURDAN. 

Read  letter  from  Major  Home, 

The  Honourable  George  Stratton,  Efq.  Prefident^  Governor ',  fcfr.  Council .  of 

Fort  St.  Geocge. 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

I  received  yo«r  commands  of  the  1 5th,  and  informed  Lord  Pigot  that 
the  Grenville  would  be  difpatched  for  Europe  the  21ft  inftant;  I  likewife 
made  his  Lordlhip  acquainted  with  the  purport  of  your  letter,  rcfpe&ing 
the  fcal  ng  up  the  rooms  where  his  Lordfhip  and  fome  of  the  public  papers 
were,  and  Mr.  Majendie's  information  of  the  key  of  the  treafury  being  there 
alf  \  and  intimated  to  his  Lordlhip,  that  it  was  hoped  he  would  fee  the 
nectflity  offending  fome  ptrfon  he  could  confide  in,  to  icleft  the  public 
from  the  private  papers,  and  that  he  would  direct  his  k/  of  the  treafury 
to  be  delivered  up.  • 

To  thefe  applications  his  Lordfhip  anfwered,  he  could  not  admit  of  the 
legality  of  the  late  mcafures,  and  therefore  could  neither  anfwer  to  the  Com- 
pany or  himftlf  the  delivering  over  the  key  of  the  treafury  ;  and  regarding 
the  papers,  his  Lordlhip  faid  the  Triton's  general  letter  was  along  with  his 
papers,  but  a  duplicate  mu'i  have  arrived  in  the  Hedlor,  and  he  believed 
there  w.rc  no  ether  publick  papers,  except  fome  private  inftru£tions  tiom 
th  Company  to  himlelf,  reipe£ting  fecret  orders  to  the  Captains  of  their 
fti'ps,  which  Captain  Abercromby  might  receive  from  him. 

H\$  Lordlhip  defires  that  in  my  letter  I  would  lignify  to  you,  that  he  ex* 
pefted  you  would  furnilh  him  with  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  Company 
by  the  Grenville,  xhat  he  might  be  informed  of  what  you  might  alledge 
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anrioft  him,  which  he  *tto«toed  w*  right,  as  he  had  furhiftied  you  with 
to  ccpy  iof  ibc  letter  tf  tftfttphtiftt  fo  <*a*  febding  home  oh  his  part. 


I  tin  vteiy  wfpe&fully, 

HoHdumhfe  6!  R  and  SIRS, 
Mount, 
T7th  Septicmbtr,  *  776.  Your  mdft  obedient  humble  Tervan  t, 

« 

MAT*    HORNfe. 

Head  the  following  letter  and  paper,  enclofed  from  Sir  Edward  Hughes, 
Salifbury  inMadrafs  Road,  the  18th  day  of  September,  1776* 
Strand  GENTLEMAN, 

Lord  Pigot  having  referred  me  to  a  paper  fworn  to  by  Mr.  Randall,late  m 
the  fervice  of  his  Highnefs  the  Nabob,  as  a  farther  reafon  why  his  Lordfhip 
(hould  claim  the  prote&ion  of  the  King's  flag,  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me 
to  fey  before  you  fuch  part  of  the  affidavit,  as  relates  to  the  infecurity  of  his 
Lcrdlhip**  perron  without  that  j>rote&ion.    I  am* 

SIR  and  GENTLEMEN, 

Vourmoft  obedient  humble  (emot* 

EDWl>  HUOfiES. 

George  Strattoti,  *Ffq.  Jfrefident  a*d  Governor,  &c 
Council  6r"  Fort  St.  George. 

William  Randall,  gentleman,  now  or  late  Captain  in  the  fervice 
of  tbeNabdb  Mahomed  Ally  Khan,  and  Aid  de  Camp  to  his  fon^ommonly 
called  or  known  by  the  name  of  the  Ameer  ul  Omrah»  &c.  commander  of 
the  army  of  the  faid  Nabob,  maketh  oath  and  fays,  that  foon  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Right  Honourable  George  Lord  Pigot  at  Madrafs,  he,  the 
faid  Ameer  ul  Omrah,  &c.  frequently,  but  with  great  privacy,  propofcd  to 
chc  deponent,  that  he,  the  faid  deponent,  Ihould  deftroy  and  takeaway  the 
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life  of  the  faid  George  Lord  Pigot*  at  the  fame  time  defiring  the  deponent 
to  intereft  and  engage  one  Lieutenant  Benjamin  Gourd,  commanding  the 
guard  of  the  faid  Ameer  ul  Omrah,  in  fome  fcheme  or  other  for  the 
deftroying  and  taking  away  the  life  of  the  faid  George  Lord  Pigpt.  That 
the  deponent,  William  Randall,  (hocked  at  the  iniquity  of  fuch  a  propofal, 
and  knowing  the  weaknefs  of  the  faid  Ameer  ul  Omrah,  feldom  made  any 
other  reply,  than  ridiculoufly  advifing  the  faid  Ameer  ul  Omrah  to  make 
a  prefent  of  the  large  Tyger,  ufually  kept  in  the  Bazar  at  Triplicanes,  to 
the  faid  Right  Honourable  George  Lord  Pigot,  and  if  his  Lordlhip  was 
pleafed  to  be  very  intimate  and  familiar  with  the  Tyger,  he,  theTyger,  might 
fome  time  or  other  accomplifh  the  bufinefs  fo  much  defired  and  wifhed  for 
by  the  faid  Ameer  ul  Omrah.  That  the  deponent,  willing  to  dtfeover  if  the 
Ameer  i]  1  Omrah  had  ever  intruded  any  other  perfon  with  his  diabolical 
inclinations,  often  defired  the  faid  Ameer  to  engage  fome  other  perfon  with 
the  deponent,  in  the  propofed  fcheme  of  deftroying  the  faid  Right  Honour- 
able George  Lord  Pigot;  and  upon  this  requeft,  the  faid  Ameer  ul  Omrah 
declared  he  had  or  would  engage  one  Comaroo,  a  Dubafh  to  Paul  Ben- 
field,  Efq.  of  Madrafs,  to  kill  the  faid  George  Lord  Pigot,  by  caufing  poi- 
fon  to  be  put  in  the  food  of  the  faid  George  Lord  Pigot.  That  the  deponent 
went  to  the  houfe  of  the  faid  Comaroo,  in  the  black  town  of  Madrafs,  by 
particular  invitation,  expefting  to  have  this  hew  fcheme  of  deftruftion  pro- 
pofed to  him;  the  deponent  met  at  the  houfe  of  the  faid  Comaroo,  in 
company,  a  Dubafh,  in  the  fervice  of  the  faid  Right  Honourable  George 
Lord  Pigot  j  that  the  deponent  don't  know  the  name  of  the  faid  Dubafh, 
but  well  remembers  his  perfon ;  that  the  faid  Comaroo  prefented  the  depo- 
nent with  a  (hawl  at  quitting  his  houfe :  From  fome  converfation  which 
paired,  the  deponent  is  convinced  the  faid  Comaroo  was  acquainted  with  th 
iniquitous  intentions  of  the  faid  Ameer  ul  Omrtrii.  That  the  Ameer  has 
often  taken  a  piftol  from  the  table  in  his  hall,  when  the  faid  deponent  has 
been  prefent  faying,  "  here  is  phyfic  for  fomebody,"  looking  at  the  depo- 
nent at  the  fame  time.  That  the  deponent's  fcheme  of  propofing  to  the 
faid  Ameer  to  engage  fome  other  perfon  in  the  bufinefs  was,  that  on  the 
oaths  of  two  witnefies  the  faid  Ameer  might  be  charged  before  a  jufticeof 
the  peace  with  his  wicked  intentions,  and  have  fuffered  for  his  iniquity  •  by 
a  courfe  of  law.  That  the  deponent  had  always  intentions  of  making  this 
depofition. 

Madrafs,  WILLIAM  RANDALL. 

1 5th  September,  1776. 

Sworn  to  before  me, 

JOHN  TURING,  Mayor, 

AGREED, 
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AGREED,  That  the  following  anfwcr  be  wrote  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes. 

Y*  Sir  Edward  Hughes %  Commodore  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  Ins  Majeftfs  Ships 

in  India. 

SIR, 

We  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter,  dated  the  1 8th  inftant,     *» 
with  copy  of  the  deposition  of  William  Randall. 

The  matter  therein  contained  being  quite  new  to  us,  we  have  fent  a 
copy  of  the  depofition  to  his  High  net  the  Nabob,  whole  anfwcr  we  fliall 
tranfmit  to  you. 

We  can  only  fay,  that  ever  fince  we  have  been  under  the  neceflity  of 
putting  a  reftraint  upon  Lord  Pigot,  his  -perfonal  fafety  has  been  a  prin- 
cipal objrft  of  bur  confidcration.  We  appeal  to  the  alternatives  offered  to 
his  Lorafhip,  either  of  a  place  of  fecurity  in  Chingleput,,a  refidence  in  a 
chiefthip,  or  of  a  paflage  to  England. 

We  (hall  tranfmit  to  Majpr  Home  a  copy  of  the  affidavit,  which  will- 
we!  hooe  fatisfy  Lord  Pigot*  that  what  it  contained  cannot  in  any  degree- 
afFe<5l  his  Lordlhip's  fafety. 


Fort  St.  Geo 


We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
\&  S  I  R, 


>t&£S 


"\    w  19th  September!!  776.  Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervants,. 


Read  Letter  from  Major  Home. 

* 

the  Honourable  George  Straiton*  Efq.  Pre/Mentt   Governor*  &V.    Council 

of  Fort  St.  George. 

Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  1 7th  inftant,  accompanying  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Benfield  to  your  Honours,  and  alfo  a  copy  of  your  reply  to 
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Mr.  Beofield*  «n4  «  obedfence  *o  gww  Drdt*f  communicated  t6  £jord 
Pigec  the  concents  of  thofe  letters,  and  inf orbed  his  Lordfhip,  that  fhould 
hejpguire  it  I  .fhallfuraiQ*  hid  with  copies  of  them. 

* 
Jam  withrefped, 


Mount, 
i8th  September,  1776. 


Honourable  SIR  and  SIRS, 

Tour  010ft  .bumble  Arrant 

MAT*  HORN£. 


Read  the  following  Letter  from  Mr.  DtrocM  Munro. 

« 

3v  Gtorg*  Stratton,  Efj.  Sfr  Robert  Fktdter,  Henry  Brooke%  Cbarks  Flyer. 
Artbdak  Palmer,  Francis  Jfandnn*  and  tuorge  Mackay%  Efywrts* 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  received  on  the  14th  inftant  a  letter  from  Mr«  Sulrvan,  your  Secretary, 

intimating  to   me  «hat  yoo  had  fufpended  me  from  the  forvice  of  the 

Honourable  Company,  urvrB  their  pteafure  can  b£  knows  $   and  further 

.dire&ing  me  to  deliver  up  the  Company's  money,  ftores,  &c.  in  my  charge, 

,to  Captain  Mackarell,  commandant  at  Chingleput,  which  I   have  done, 

apprehending,  in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  that  the  fame  violence  which  has  con- 

ftituted,  and  now  fupports  your  authority,  might  have  b?en<fexercifed  againft 

me;  and  thus  I  have  fubmitted  to,  trot  obeyed,  your  mSraue  through  your 

Secretary.     I  cannot,  in  juftice  to  my  Honourable  Mafbrfi,  whole  money 

and  ftores  were  under  my  care,,  as  pay- m after  of  their  fort  of  Chingleput, 

but  proteft  in  their  names  againft  you  for  any  lofs  or  damage  which  may 

accrue  to  their  effedts,  in  conference  of  my  delivery  of  them  by  reafon 

of  your  orders.     And  in  regard  to  the  particular  injury  done  to  myfelf,  I 

heg  leave  to  inform  yoq,  that  f  da  coofider  you  in  yourperfoas  and  eftates 

rclponfible  to  me  for  all  damages  and  Joifcs,,  which  mayarife  to  me  from 

your  illegal  fufpenfion  of  me  from  my  employment  in  the  Company's  fer- 

vice,  not  only  in  refpeft  to  the  illegality  of  the  aft  itfelf,  but  to  dKnes)e& 

of  the  orders  of  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors,  which  have,  if  I  am 

iiof  mi  (informed,  been  enjoined  to  this  Piefideacy  a*  well  u  to  this  Gofer- 

hop* 


■>< 


/ 
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nor-General  and  Council  of  Bengal,  M  That  before  the  retrieval  of  any 
"  Company's  fervant  from  any  •office,  the  party  be  made  acquainted  with 
4<  the  accufation  preferred  againft  him-,  that  he  be  fummoned  to  make  his  de- 
4i  fence,  having  a  teafonabletime  allowed  him  for  that  purpofc  ;  and  that 
"  you  proceed,  on  all  fuch  occafions,  with  the  greateft  tendernefs  and  cir- 
"  cumfpedlion  \"  having  no  doubt  but  the  laws  of  my  country,  and  the 
juftice  of  my  Honourable  Employers,  will  afford  me  ample  fatisfadhon  and 
indemnification  on  this  fcore. 

As  I  have  a  right  to  demand  an  attefted  copy  of  your  proceedings  rela- 
tive to  myfelf,  I  (hall  therefore  expeft  to  be  furniihed  with  one.  You  will 
be  plealed  to  make  this  a  number  in  the  packet  per  fhip  Grenville  now 
under  difpatch. 

Left  by  any  accident  there  (hould  hereafter  be  a  doubt  of  your  having 
received  this  letter,  I  am  to  defire  that  you  will  be  pleafed  tofignify  to  me 
the  receipt,by  yourfelves  or  your  Secretary,  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  employ- 
ing a  notary. 


I  am, 


Fort  St.  George, 
i6th  September,  1 776. 


GENTLEMEN, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

bt.  dk.  m  u  n  r  a 


ORDERED,-Th2£  the  Secretary  do  fur 
the  minute  of  Cot.  Cfltation  refpe&ing -him. 


furriifti  Mr.  Munro  with  a  copy  of 


AT,  A    CONSULTATION,  23d  September,  1776. 

PRESENT, 

The  Honourable  George  Stratton,  Efq.  Governor,  Prefident. 


Henry  Brooke, 
Charles  Floyer, 
Francis  Jourdan. 


Sir  Robert  Fletcher, 
Archdale  Palmer, 
George  Mackay, 


The  minutes  of  the  laft  Co  ifultation  read  and  approved. 


Monday, 
*3dSeptem- 
bcr,  1776. 


7M    ^ 


General 


*  (  59»  )    ^ 

Ccncral  Letters  of  this  day's  date  to  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors, 
per  Ship  Grenville**  ligned. 

ORDERED,  That  the  packet  be  clofed. 


A  true  copy  from  the  mioutes  of  Confutation. 

Ri  J.  S  U  L I V  A  N,  Secretary. 
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